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Main  part  of  the  Work  which 
" the  Lord  Jefus  has  com.nrttedi 
A  i|J|  to  me  at  prefeht,  is  to  be  do- 
^  &&  ing  fervice  to  your  Souls,  ahd 

the  Souk  of  your  Children  *,  ro 
be  directing,  quickening  and  encouraging  of 
you  in  the  way  unto  Eternal  Life  :  Which 
work  requires  the  utmofl:  care  and  diligence* 
not  only  in  refped  of  the  neceffity  that  you 
Hand  in  of  that  bleflednefs  which  is  the  de- 
%n  and  tendency  theteof,but  alfb  in  refpedE 
of  that  difficulty  that  you  will  unavoidably 
meet  withal, in  your  purluic  of  that  bleiled- 
nefss  However  many  men  that  know  not 
their  own  hearts*  and  are  Utterly  Uneicpert« 
Sliced  in  the  Way  of  life*  may  fancy  it  to  * 
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a  matter  of  eafe  to  go  to  heaven,  as  if  there 
were  but  a  ftep  between  them  and  heaven, 
and  upon  that  account  are  bold  to  call  off 
all  care  about  it  at  prefent  yet  fuch  as 
have  tried  it,  and  are  walking  in  that  way, 
can  upon  plentiful  experience  witnefs  to 
what  Chrift  has  taught  us,  That  fir  ait  is  the 
Gate  ancl  narrow  is  the  Way  that  leadeth  un¬ 
to  Life  :  every  thing  in  corrupt  nature  is 
oppofite  to  it :  and  upon  this  account  he 
requires  Minifters  to  ufe  their  utmoft  in- 
duftry  in  their  work,  Luk.  14.  13.  Com¬ 
pel  them  to  come  in. 

I  have  travelled  in  this  work  among  you 
for  many  years,  and  I  may  fay  without 
oftentation,  that  I  have  obtained  mercy  of 
the  Lord  to  be  faithful :  I  have  made  it  my 
bufinefs  to  gain  Souls  to  Chrift,  and  build 
them  up  in  Faith  and  Holinefs  :  principal¬ 
ly  infilling  upon  fuch  things  as  have  reach¬ 
ed  the  heart  of  Religion ,  and  I  reckon  it 
one  of  the  choiceft  mercies  of  the  Lord  to¬ 
wards  me,  that  I  have  not  run  in  vain  nor 
laboured  in  vain  :  X  have  great  caufe  to  bow 
my  knee  to  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jeius 
Chrift,  and  blefs  his  Name  that  he  has  made 
me  an  inftrument  of  bringing  many  among 
you  into  faving  acquaintance  with  himfelf  j 

and  I  count  it  worth  the  while  to  fpend  the 
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refid  ue  of  my  days  in  promoting  the  welfare 
of  your  Souls. 

It  is  in  purfuance  of  this  defign,  that  this 
fmall  Treatife  is  publiflied,  (  not  that  my 
care  is  confined  to  your  felves,  I  owe  a  re¬ 
gard  to  the  profperity  of  other  places:)  the 
fcope  of  this  Difcourfe  is  to  clear  up  the 
way  of  Salvation  by  Chrift •,  I  meddle  not 
with  thofe  falfe  Do&rines  that  have  been 
invented  by  men, in  oppofition  to  this  truth  : 
the  Lord  hath  been  pieafed  to  keep  thefe 
Churches  found  in  the  Faith,  and  does  not 
yet  lay  a  neceility  upon  his  Minifters  here 
to  fpend  their  time  in  the  confutation  of 
fuch  erronious  Opinions :  but  I  have  made 
it  my  work  to  eftabliih  your  hearts  in  this 
Truth,  to  fatisfie  your  Confciences  from  the 
Scripture  in  the  fafety  of  your  reliance  up¬ 
on  Chrift,  vindicating  the  fame  from  thole 
fecret  workings  of  unbelief  that  are  wont  to 
rife  up  in  the  hearts  of  men,  that  you  and 
others  may  grow  up  unto  all  the  riches  of  the 
full  ajfurance  of  under  ft  an  dingy  and  the  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  myjleries  of  God ,  even  of  the 
Father,  and  of  Chrift  :  That  you  may  be 
armed  againft  thofe  temptations  wherewith 
:  your  Faith  is  wont  to  be  aflaultedj  and  learn. 
( to  live  in  all  conditions  upon  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Chrift. 
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If  the  Lord  pleafe  to  blefs  this  Difcourfe 
together  with  other  endeavours  of  his  Ser¬ 
vants  in  the  Country,  both  in  Preaching  and 
Writing,  to  be  a  means  to  bring  rrany  Souls 
to  an  hearty  clofing  with  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
Will  be  the  great  fecurity  of  the  Country  a* 
gainft  that  degeneracy  that  is  begun,  and  a* 
gainft  thofe  fuperftitious  pra&ifes  that  are 
entertained  in  other  profeflSng  places :  the 
life  of  Religion  takes  beginning  in  the  fpirr- 
tual  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  is  maintained  , 
by  the  fame  ;  as  long  as  we  are  built  upon 
this  Rock,  the  (dates  of  Hell  will  not  prevail 
agajnft  us. 


The  Lord  who  has  watched  over  you  in 
the  time  of  days  when  you  lay  open  to  the 
fury  of  the  Heathen  ;  and  that  has  given 
fpecial  tokens  of  his  Prefence  with  you  in 
liis  Ordinances,  both  in  the  days  of  your 
former Paftor, and  alfo  in  late  times;  continue 
to  own  and  blefs  you,  and  enrich  you  with 
all  theGracesqf  hisSpirit;  and  give  youFaith 
tq  fit  under  the  fhadow  of  Chrift  with  great 
Relight :  Which  is  the  Prayer  of  Him  who  is 


Tour  Servant  for  Jesus  fake , 

Solomon  Stoddard. 


(  *  ) 


The  Safety  of  Appearing 
in  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


CHAP,  I. 

*the  Introduction  Jbewing  the  Difficulty  of  Believing 

this  Truth , 

HERE  is  fuch  Light  remaining  in  the 


cular  perfons  do  not  ordinarily  con- 
cern  themfelves  about  it :  yet  in  alt 
Nations  and  Ages  there  have  been  thofe  that  have 
made  it  matter  of  folemn  fearch.  The  abundant  evi¬ 
dence  that  men  have  of  the  being,  purity,  juftice  and 
greatnefs  of  God,  in  conjunction  with  the  teilimony 
of  their  own  hearts  concerning  their  guilt ,  has  made 
them  reitlefs  till  they  can  come  at  fome  fatisf aEtion 
in  this  point.  Men  have  been  ftudious  in  many  other 
points,  from  a  thirft  after  knowledge  and  to  gratine 
their  curiofity  ;  but  in  this  enquiry  they  have  been 
much  influenced  by  the  cryes  and  difquietnefs  of  their 
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own  burdened  Confidences.  The  fearful  apprehen- 
iions  of  Gods  anger  have  fpurred  th#m  on  to  difcover 
a  waybf  reconciliation:  they  have  not  been  able  fo 
to  ftupify  their  hearts  with  worldly  occafions  and  car¬ 
nal  delights ;  as  to  let  fall  the  confideration  of  this, 
but  have  been  compelled  from  their  own  terrors  to 
make  that  enquiry,  as  they,  Mich.  6.6,  7.  Wherewith 
fall  I  come  before  the  Lord ,  &c. 

Many  men  who  have  buffed  themfelves  in  this 
enquiry  have  not  been  advantaged  to  attain  a  right 
refolution  thereof ;  the  Heathen  Nations  had  loft  the 
knowledge  of  the  way  of  Salvation :  fomething  in 
Religion  was  handed  down  to  them  by  tradition :  and 
fomething  particularly  that  had  a  reference  unto  Je- 
fus  Chrift ;  efpecially  Sacrifices :  but  the  knowledge 
of  the  refpedt  they  had  to  him  was  quite  worn  out 
among  them,  and  the  light  of  nature  is  utterly  defi¬ 
cient  in  this  particular:  that  light  is  fufficient  to  difi* 
cover  to  us  that  God  is  provoked  with  us,  that  know¬ 
ledge  flows  from  our  underftanding  of  the  nature  of 
God,  and  the  experience  which  we  have  of  our  own 
finfulnefs :  but  the  way  of  reconciliation  does  exceed 
the  difcovery  of  reafon :  the  light  of  nature  does  not 
teach  us  that  there  is  any  way  of  reconciliation ;  much 
lefs  does  it  teach  us  what  it  is :  the  light  of  nature 
may  difcover  to  us  that  many  pretended  ways  of  ac¬ 
ceptance  are  delufions ;  for  it  is  contrary  unto  reafon 
to  imagine  that  God  will  take  up  with  fuch  things : 
but  to  determine  what  is  the  way,  is  clearly  beyond 
the  moft  raifed  underftanding  01  man  without  divine 
revelation ;  upon  a  fuppofition  that  there  w  as  a  pofli- 
bility  of  any  other  way  of  acceptance  for  finners  be- 
lldes  this  by  jefus  Chrift  (and  I  know  no  ground  from 
Scripture  to  fay  that  God  was  confined  to  this  way  ; 
that  he  was  neceifitated  if  he  would  fave  finful  man, 
to  take  this  courfe  in' order  to  his  Salvation)  it  will 
unavoidably  follow  that  the  light  of  nature  will  leave 
man  Ihort  of  this  knowledge ;  how  can  the  light  of 

nature 
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nature  reach  the  free  determination  of  the  Will  of 
God  ?  But  befides  this,  the  knowledge  of  the  way  of 
our  acceptance  with  God  through  Chrift  does  necef- 
farily  fuppofe  the  knowledge  of  thofe  two  great  my- 
fteries ;  that  of  the  holy  Trinity,  and  that  of  the  In¬ 
carnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  do  utterly  furpafs 
all  the  dilates  of  the  light  of  nature :  Fief)  and  blood 
reveals  not  thofe  things ,  but  the  Father  that  is  in  Hea¬ 
ven,  Mat.  1 6.  17.  Hence  the  Gentiles  were  utterly 
miftaken  as  to  this  way  of  reconciliation;  and  as *Paul 
fpeaks,  became  vain  in.  their  imaginations. 

But  befides  thefe,  there  are  many  others,  who  have 
been  advantaged  with  the  light  of  the  Gofpel  that 
have  been  urifatisfied  in  that  account  which  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  have  grJfen  concerning  the  way  of  our  accep¬ 
tance,  and  have  pleaded  for  fuch  methods  cf  Salvation  as 
the  Word  of  God  is  utterly  a  fir  anger  to ;  withal  wreft- 
ing  many  paflages  of  Scripture  to  vindicate  their  own 
deluhons.  Thus  as  the  jfevcs  of  old,  fo  efpecially  the 
Fapifls  ££?  Socinians  now  go  about  to  eftablifh  a  righ- 
teoumefs  which  the  Gofpel  does  not  acknowledge : 
and  fix  upon  a  way  of  acceptance  with  God,  that  has 
no  better  foundation  than  their  own  fophiftical  rea- 
fonings.  This  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  any  obfcurity 
in  the  Scripture,  in  the  matter  of  our  Juftification;  but 
greatly  to  the  pride  that  men  have  in  their  own  un- 
derltandings :  carnal  reafon  fuggefts  that  other  ways 
are  more  probable  than  that  which  is  commended  to 
us  by  God:  carnal  reafon  is  full  of  objections  againit 
the  DoCtrine  of  our  acceptance  by  Chrifts  righteouf* 
nefs :  and  men  know  not  how  to  deny  their  own  rea¬ 
fon,  they  don't  carry  a  fenfe  upon  their  hearts  of  the 
imperfections  and  deceits  of  their  own  reafon :  they 
know  not  what  dim-lighted  things  they  are ;  carnal 
realbn  is  a  thing  much  idolized:  many  men  have  not 
learned  th^t  leflon  to  befatisfied  in  the  tellimony  ofGod, 
but  make  their  underftanding  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
Principles  in  Religion ;  lay  fo  much  weight  upon  their 
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own  reafon,  that  they  judge  things  mult  be  fo  as  their 
realon  reprefents  them.,  loth  to  entertain  any  thing  in 
matters  of  Faith,  that  they  do  not  fee  with  their  own 
eyes :  partly,  to  the  enmity  of  the  hearts  of  men  unto 
this  way  of  acceptance  by  Chrill ;  this  way  of  Salvati¬ 
on  is  veryluitable  to  our  neceffities,  but  no  ways  fiiit- 
able  to  our  natural  difpofition:  mans  heart  would 
fooner  fall  in  with  fuch  a  way  of  Salvation,  wherein 
he  might  have  fome what  of  his  own  to  glory  in ;  this 
way  tends  much  to  the  exalting  of  God,  and  abafing 
and  emptying  of  man :  the  Ipirit  of  man  is  to  fet  up 
his  own  righteoufnefs ,  and  not  be  beholden  unto  the 
righteoufnefs  of  another ;  which  makes  men  unwilling 
to  believe  this  DoCtrine  of  our  acceptance  by  Chrift : 
and  this  oppofition  of  the  heart  hereto  prepares  men 
to  receive  the  contrary  Doftrine.  Arguments  that 
have  little  ftrength  in  them  will  take  great  impreftion 
upon  men  of  corrupt  minds ;  where  there  is  ftrength 
of  affections,  plaufible  pretences  will  gain  confent; 
Render  proofs  will  ferve  the  turn  where  mens  fpirits 
are  ftrongly  byafled. 

But  it  were  well  if  none  elfe  did  rejeCt  this  Doc¬ 
trine,  but  only  thofe  that  do  profejfedly  plead  againjl 
it  i  there  be  multitudes  that  do  join  in  making  this 
confeflion  that  are  far  from  entertaining  it :  how  high 
foever  mens  profeftions  be,  there  are  no  more  that  do 
thorowly  believe  this  than  are  regenerated  and  effettu- 
My  called :  there  is  a  kind  of  perfwafion  of  it  which 
carnal  men  may  have,  which  perfwafion  the  Scriptures 
fometime  calls  Faith;  but  it  is  fuch  a  perfwafion  as 
leaves  men  really  ignorant  of  this  Truth:  fome  men. 
have  a  perfwafion.  of  it  wrought  by  tradition ,  becaufe 
it  is  handed  down  to  them  from  former  Generations, 
and  generally  received  in  the  places  where  they  live ; 
or  by  thofe  that  they  have  particular  efteem  for :  upon, 
the  fame  account  that  a  Turk  gives  credit  unto  the. 
principles  of  his  Religion :  Jcr.i.  n.  The  Docftrine 

is  received  upon  the  authority  and  tejlimony  of  man, 

which 
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which  leaves  the  Soul  under  fuch  uncertainty  as  quite 
obftrucfts  the  fpiritual  efficacy  of  the  truth  upon  their 
hearts.  There  is  a  perfwaiion  that  arifes  from  ratio* 
ml  convictions,  their  reafon  tells  them  that  other  ways 
of  acceptance  are  frivolous ;  that  of  all  ways  that  are 
pretended  thif  muft  needs  be  the  true  way  *  and  they 
can  ftrongly  argue  that  there  is  acceptance'  to  be  ob- 
tained  in  this  way:  from  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
covenant  of  works  by  Chrift,  from  the  defign  of  God 
to  magnifie  his  Grace,  h.  but  this  perfwaiion  is  not 
fufficient  to  encourage  a  foul  to  venture  himfelf  on 
Jefus  Chrift.  There  is  alfo  a  perfwaiion  that  arifeth 
from  common  illumination :  belides  that  light  which  is 
let  into  the  hearts  of  men  in  their  converlion :  there 
Is  a  more  than  ordinary  illumination  bellowed  upon 
fome  finners,  the  fpirit  of  God  gives  an  affecting  fight 
of  the  way  of  Salvation,  enlightning  natural  Confer¬ 
ence  with  a  great  difcovery  of  the  way  of  life  by  Te- 
fus  Chrift:  this  is  called  a  tap  ng  of  the  good  Word  of 
God,  Heb.  6.  5.  The  fruit  whereof  is  a  rejoycing  in 
the  Gofpel,  Mat.  13.  20.  This  illumination  is  only 
by  an  extraordinary  affiftance  of  mens  natural  reafon, 
not  by  giving  an  eye  of  Faith  unto  them :  neither  is 
this  light  fufficient  to  fatisfie  all  the  objections  which 
may  afterwards  arife  in  the  heart  :  hence  fuch  men  if 
•afterwards  they  have  a  thorough  light  of  their  hearts ; 
dare  not  venture  their  fouls  on  Chrift,  till  God  by  a 
further  work  of  the  Spirit  has  convinced  them  of  the 
certainty  of  the  Gofpel :  but  there  is  no  man  how 
great  foever  his  profeihon,  how  large  foever  his  know¬ 
ledge  is,  that  continues  in  a  natural  condition,  does 
thoroughly  believe  this  truth. 

This  I  fhall  clear  up  by  two  Confiderations, 

x.  BECAUSE  all  thofe  that  do  thoroughly  believe 
this ,  vcill  immediately  venture  themf elves  upon  Chrift : 
As  there  is  no  perfwading  of  men  before  to  come  to  Chrift$ 
fo  there  can  be  no  keeping  of  them  from  Chrift  after  they 
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tcre  convinced  of  this .  The  alfurance  of  the  truth*  of 
the  Gofpel  is  ever  accompanied  with  a  powerful  ope¬ 
ration  of  it  upon  the  heart,  i  2*hef  i.  5.  God  teach- 
eth  men  this  truth  of  the  Gofpel y  and  thereby  prevails 
with  them  to  come  to  Chrift :  in  that  way  it  is  the  Fa¬ 
ther  puts  forth  his  drawing  power.  Job.  6.  44,  45. 
The  Gofpel  always  works  effectually  where  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  and  received  as  the  truth  of  Gody  1  Thef.  2. 13. 
God  carries  on  all  his  works  upon  the  hearts  of  his 
EleCt  in  a  way  of  conviffion  :  The  devils  way  of 
working  is  by  blinding  of  man,  by  prejudice  and  falfe 
reafons ;  but  God's  way  of  working  is  by  teaching  of 
men  :  Thus  God  carries  on  preparatory  work,  and 
thus  he  carries  on  faving  work.  God  deals  with  men 
as  with  rational  creaturesy  and  prevails  upon  their 
hearts  in  a  way  fuitable  to  thofe  natures  :  though  he 
put  forth  aCts  of  power  yet  not  of  violence  on  the  Will : 
but  he  gains  the  confent  of  that  by  the  difcovering  of 
thofe  reafons  that  are  of  fufficient  weight  to  fway  it ; 
indeed  the  underftanding  and  will  in  man  being  facul¬ 
ties  of  the  fame  foul  &  really  one  and  the  fame  thing, 
the  fame  aCt  of  God  upon  the  Soul  that  puts  light  in¬ 
to  the  underftanding,  does  alfo  fuitably  incline  the 
will :  God  works  all  holy  inclinations  in  the  will  by 
convincing  us,  and  making  us  believe  thofe  truths 
that  are  the  grounds  of  them,  we  believe  and  love, 
believe  and  repent,  believe  and  fear,  believe  and  fub- 
mit,  believe  and  fo  venture  on  Chrift :  God  convinces 
ms  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  and  that  there  is  fuffici¬ 
ent  righteoufnefs  for  us  in  Chrift,  and  fo  we  come  to 
him,  John  16.  10.  And  therefore  all  thofe  that  are 
allured  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  do  dole  with  Chrift 
and  are  regenerated :  and  this  leads  us  to  the  inter- 

Sretation  of  feveral  palfages  of  Scripture :  where  fuch 
len  as  affent  to  the  DoClrine  of  the  Gofpel  are  faid 
to  be  in  a  good  condition.  Rom.  10.  9.  if  thou  jh alt 
confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jefusy  and  believe  with 
thine  heart  that  God  raifed  him  from  the  dead,  thou 
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ft  alt  he  faved:  i  Joh.  4.  15,  Whofoever  ft  all  confefs 
that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwelleth  in  him ,  and 
Joe  is  in  God  :  1  Joh.  5.  1.  Whofoever  believeth  that 

Jefus  is  the  Chrift  is  born  of  God :  1  Joh.  5.  4.  Who 
is  he  that  over cometh  the  World,  but  he  that  believeth 
that  Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God.  Thefe  paffages  are  not 
to  be  underftood  of  that  Faith  which  is  common  to 
ProfefTors ;  that  Faith  that  may  be  feperated  from  ho- 
linefs,  which  James  calls  a  dead  Faith,  Jam.  2.  ult. 
but  of  that  aflurance  that  is  wrought  in  the  heart  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft. 

*■*%  .V 

A  fecond  thing  that  clears  it  is :  that  when  natural 
men  fall  under  the  awakening  work  of  the  Spirit,  they 
immediately  call  the  Gofpel  and  in  particular  this  truth 
of  the  fafety  of  our  appearing  in  thrifts  Righteoufnefs 
into  queftion.  Though  they  might  feem  before  to 
themlelves  and  others  well  fatisfied  ;  yet  whenever 
they  come  to  lie  under  the  fenfe  of  God’s  anger,  and 
Confcience  is  writing  bitter  things  againft  them ;  they 
are'  full  of  fcruples  and  objections  againft  the  Gofpel ; 
?tis  a  long  time  ufually  before  fuch  perfons  can  give 
entertainment  to  this  Truth  :  and  when  it  is  done  it 
is  wrought  in  them  by  the  mighty  power  of  God :  all 
that  Minifters  can  urge  upon  them  will  not  take  place, 
the  choiceft  Evidences  will  not  fink  into  them  till 
God  opens  their  hearts,  as  he  opened  the  heart  of 
Lydia :  fometimes  the  hearts  of  fuch  men  will  be  ob~ 
3 effing  againft  this  way  in  general,  as  if  there  were  not 
falvation  for  finners  in  this  way ;  they  fcruple  how  the 
righteoufnefs  of  one  will  avail  for  the  Salvation  of  a- 
nother,  &>c.  but  principally  their  fcruples  are  refpeff « 
ing  themfelves  in  particular,  they  are  not  fatisfied  that 
God  calls  them :  that  there  is  enough  in  Jefus  Chrift 
for  the  walking  away  of  their  fins :  that  God  would 
take  it  well  for  them  to  venture  themfelves  on  Chrift : 
they  think  they  muft  be  better  firft,  and  more  broken 
for  their  fins.  This  is  diredtly  contrary  to  the  Doc- 
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trine  of  the  Gofpel ;  for  the  Gofpel  does  not  only 
teach  in  general  that  there  is  falvation  in  Chrift  for 
finners ;  but  that  it  is  iafe  for  any  that  will,  be  they 
never  fo  blind.,  hard-hearted,  impenitent  &  rebellious, 
and  guilty >to  venture  themfelves  on  the  righteoufnefs 
of  Chrift :  men  do  not  only  oppofe  the  Golpel,  when 
they  queftiori  whether  Believers  fhall  be  laved,  but 
when  they  queftion  whether  there  be  fufficient  en¬ 
couragement  for  them  to  come  to  Chrift. 

There  are  two  forts  of  natural  men  that  are  pre¬ 
tenders,  not  only  to  the  belief  of  the  truth  of  the  Gof¬ 
pel,  but  alfo  to  trufting  in  Jefus  Chrift,  which  upon 
examination  will  be  found  to  deceive  themfelves :  one 
fort  are,  many  umvakened  finncrs ,  (ome  of  whom  are 
hot  fo  much  as  civilized,  nor  of  moral  converfation  ; 
yet  they  profefs  to  place  their  truft  in  Jefus  Chrift: 
fuch  as  thofe  the  Apoftle  James  expoftulates  with. 
Jam.  2.  14.  Ad  finem :  but  whatever  fuch  men  fay 
concerning  their  putting  their  truft  in  Chrift,  the  real 
foundation  of  this  hope  is  an  ignorance  that  they  have 
offended  God,  They  may  pleafe  themfelves  fometimes 
with  the  general  notion  that  Chrift  has  wrought  out 
redemption  for  finners;  and  make  a  little  ufe  of  Chrift 
dying  for  finners  to  quiet  their  hearts  ;  but  the 
bottom  of  their  confidence  lies  in  this,  that  they  are 
ftrangers  to  the  provoked  juftice  of  God.  They  don’t 
think  that  God  is  angry  for  their  fins;  they  live  a  life 
of  carnal  fecurity,  cPfal.  50.  21,  55.  &  11.  9.  The 
ether  fort  are  f elf -righteous  finners,  who  fay  ijhey  put 
their  confidence  in  Chrift :  but  their  great  encourage¬ 
ment  is,  that  they  have  attained  fomewhat  that  does 
draw  the  heart  of  God  unto  them.  There  are  many 
felf-righteous  men,  that  do  not  profefs  an);  truft  in 
their  own  righteoufnefs : '  they  have  been  fo  trained 
up  in  the  contrary  Doftrine  that  they  could  not  quiet 
their  own  hearts  if  they  knew  that  they  did  it :  but 
yet  under  a  notion  of  refting  upon  Chrift  they  reft, 
upon  themfelves;  their  religious  qualifications  are 
rr  their 
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their  main  flay :  they  are  far  from  Rutting  themfelves 
upon  a  llricfl  Trial  by  the  Law :  but  they  imagine 
iome  excellence  in  themfelves,  and  that  is  their  en¬ 
couragement  to  go  to  Chrift.  The  Jem  made  ac¬ 
count  their  works  would  do  much  towards  their  Sal¬ 
vation  ;  the  grace  of  God  making  up  the  defects  there- 
ofj  Row,  9.  5  2.  io  do  thefe  truft  partly  to  their  works 
partly  to  Chrifi,  making  a  mixture  of  the  Law  and 
Golpel:  and  both  thefe  forts  of  men,  notwithftanding 
them  pretences  are  ftrangers  to  the  fafety  of  appear¬ 
ing  in  thrifts  righteoufnefs,  r 

.And  as  natural  men  do  not  truly  believe  this  Doc¬ 
trine  ;  fo  Saints  themfelves  have  but  little  belief  of  it : 
the  people  of  God  may  juftly  fall  under  that  re  pro  oft 
Luk.  24.25.  Fools  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe.  There 
are  times  when  God  is  pleafed  abundantly  to  allure 
the  Souls  of  his  people  of  this  truth,  1  ‘Thef.  1,  5. 
the  fruit  whereof  is  a  Iweet  and  Quiet  refting  upon 
Jfelus  Chrift :  but  the  natural  unbelief  of  the  heart  is 
darkening  that  light  which  God  has  put  in,  &  though 
it  can  t  utterly  extinguilh  it,  yet  it  raifes  many  mills 
that  do  obfcure  it.  ‘Paul  himfelf  that  feems  to  be  fe- 
cond  to  none  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift ;  intimates 
that  he  was  fenfible  of  a  great  want  here,  in  that  ex- 
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There  are  thefe  frames  of  heart  that  the  people  of 

^‘Vfo,  that  do  plainly  demonftrate, 
that  there  is  but  little  faith  concerning  this  Do&rine. 

1  h  e  firjt  is  a  flighty  frame  concerning  it,  as  if  it 
were  not  a  matter  of  much  moment  whefher  k  were 

n°-’  °^t'mes  when  Saints  are  meditating  of 
-  ’  (•  °f  Jt,  and  the  invitations  of  grace,  there 

1  rZf  ancl  reSardleft  frame,  as  if  it  were  not 
°1'et\:ition ;  Difcourfes  of  that  kind  are  not 
lined,  but  become  like  food ;  whereas  if  it  were 
received  by  a  lively  Faith,  it  would  be  affecfting,  be¬ 
ing  a  thing  of  greateft  concernment;  the  Doctrine  of 
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the  Gofpel  when  entertained  by  Faith  is  as  a  cordial 
to  the  Soul,  it  is  meat  and  drink  to  it.  Cant.  z.  3.  I 
fat  under  his  fiadow  with  great  delight.  This  Doc¬ 
trine  is  full  of  fweetnefs  and  comfort.  1  ‘Pet.  i.y,  16. 
A£ls  1.  34.  The  more  aflurance  men  have  of  the 
truth  of  it,  thi  more  comforting  power  it  has  on  the 
heart. 

The  fecond  is  a  felf  righteous  frame ;  for  as  this  fpirit 
reigns  in  many  natural  men :  fo  it  prevails  much  in 
Saints,  there  is  a  great  aptitude  to  De 'comforting  of 
themfelves  in  the  hopes  of  acceptance  with  God  from 
their  own  graces  and  duties,  not  only  as  an  evidence, 
but  as  that  which  does  ingratiate  them  with  God ; 
hence  the^  are  more  ready  to  truft  in  God  when  un¬ 
der  the  feme  of  gracious  frames,  and  their  holy  carri¬ 
ages,  then  at  other  times ;  whereas  were  they  under 
the  lively  apprehenfions  of  the  certainty  of  this  way 
of  Salvation  by  Chrifts  righteoufnefs ;  they  would  fee 
there  were  no  need  of  thefe  things  to  commend  them 
to  God.  And  were  there  not  fecret  jealouiies  about 
the  fufficiency  of  Chrifts  righteoufnefs  for  them,  they 
would  not  be  fo  ready  to  catch  at  any  appearance  of 
fomewhat  in  themfelves  #to  commend  them  to  God ; 
fuch  carriages  are  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  an  un¬ 
believing  heart. 

The  third  is  a  difcour  aged  frame,  Chriftians  are  ma¬ 
ny  times  much  over-born  writh  this  frame,  their  fpirit  s 
are  funk  within  them  left  they  be  not  upright,  for  fear 
they  never  had  a  thorough  work  of  regeneration :  there 
are  many  more  immediate  occafions  of  this,  fometimes 
becaufe  they  have  not  a  diftinft  knowledge  of  the 
feveral  fteps  of  the  fpirit  of  God  under  the  work. 
Sometimes  becaufe  they  fee  fo  little  fanftification. 
Sometimes  becaufe  they  imagine  that  God  does  not 
deal  with  them  as  with  fuch  as  are  truly  converted  ; 
he  don’t  anfwer  their  prayers,  comfort  their  Souls, 
meet  them  in  Ordinances  as  he  does  otheisj  but  the 
very  foundation  and  root  of  their  difcouragement  [s 
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their  doubtings  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel :  for  we 
may  obferve  that  men  under  difcouragement  are  ftill 
harping  upon  the  greatnefs  of  their  provocations,  and 
their  unworthy  carriages.  They  .run  in  a  legal  ftrain, 
they  are  Hill  infilling  oh  the  multitude  and  aggrava¬ 
tions  of  their  fins.  Had  men  but  a  fpirit  of  Faith  pre¬ 
vailing  in  them,  thefe  would  be  humbling  things  but 
not  dtfcour  aging :  men  would  not  fo  harp  on  this 
thing  but  would  fee  enough  in  Chrift  to  quiet  their 
hearts^  Pfal.  71.  i6y  45.  Tfai.  24.  And  accordingly 
it  is  obfervable  that  when  a  Saint  is  under  greateft 
difcotlragements,  if  God  does  but  open  his  eyes  to  lee 
indeed  this  way  of  Salvation  by  Chrift,  he  will  no 
longer  Hand  infilling  upon  his  fears,  but  with  comfort 
and  joy,  caft  himfelf  on  Chrift:  the  inward  difcoveries 
of  the  Gofpel  make  his  temptations  vanifli ;  yea,  he 
does  not  only  rejoyce  in  Chrift,  but  can  fometimes 
difcern  that  fincerity  which  he  was  fo  doubtful  of  be¬ 
fore.  Indeed  the  doubting  of  the  Gofpel  does  not 
only  make  the  hearts  of  men  fail,  when  they  are  fear¬ 
ful  of  their  fincerity,  but  it  has  ofteh  alfo  a  confidera- 
ble  influence  into  thofe  doubtirigs  about  fincerity,  and 
hinder  men  from  feeing  thofe  evidences  that  are  difi 
cernable  of  their  uprightnefs.  By  all  which  it  does 
appear,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  folemn  care  that  Sinners 
be  convinced  and  ajfitred  of  the  truth  of  this  t) o&rine* 
that  it  is  fafe  appearing  in  the  righteoufriefs  of  Chrift  : 
and  that  Saints  alio  be  further  konvinhed,  that  they 
may  grow .  up  to  all  the  riches  of  the  full  ajfurance  cf 
Ume'rftariding  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  myfiery  cf 
God, even  of  the  Father;  and  of  Chrift ;  as  the  Apoftle 
Ipeaks,  Col.  2.  2.  which  is  the  defign  of  this  prefetit 
Ureatife. 
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CHAP.  IL 
Two  Things  premifed, 

r.  7*HE  pojjibility  of  the  Salvation  of  Sinners',  it 
is  not  beyond  God’s  Mercy ,  nor  contrary  to  his  Juftice. 

.  WHAT9 is  intended  by  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift* 


rr*.-w* make  the  way  to  the  Subject  propofed 
T  SK  more  plain,  I  fhall  premife  two  things. 

T*  there  is  a  poffibility  of  the 

Salvation  of  Sinners .  For  a  finnerwhen  his 
Confcience  is  awakened  lies  open  to  that  temptation 
among  others,  that  it  is  impojjwle  for  fuch  an  one  as  he 
to  be  faved ;  and  thefe  fears  arife  upon  a  double  ac¬ 
count. 

The  (j  .)  is,  he  fears  it  is  beyond  the  mercy  of  God 
to  pardon  him  :  his  llns  are  fo  great  that  they  have 
turned  away  the  heart  of  God  from  him,  that  God 
cannot  find  in  his  heart  to  pity  and  pardon  fuch  a 
firmer  as  he  is.  %  is  very  prone  to  limit  the  mercy 
of  God,  and  entertain  low  and  difhonourable  thoughts 
of  his  grace,  efpecially  when  under  a  fenfe  of  his 
anger  :  but  fuch  an  imagination  as  this  is  altogether 
groundlefs.  What  his  merciful  purpofes  are  towards 
tins  or  that  particular  man  is  beyond  us  to  determine, 
till  he  make  it  known  :  but  no  man  has  caufe  to 
queftion  the  fufficiency  of  Gods  mercy,  in.  order  to 
his  pardon  and  falvation.  There  is  an  infinite  Ocean 
of  mercy  in  his  heart  fufficient  for  all  finners.  . 

To 'clear  up  this,  I  fhall  fhew  firft.  If  herein  the 
ftterciful  nature  of  God  does  conJift3  and  then  fcfhew  you 
the  great nefs  of  it .  *  0B* 
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For  the  firft  ;  "The  merciful  nature  cf  God  is  a  di¬ 
vine  perfeffiion,  whereby  he  can  find  in  his  heart  to 
Jhew  mercy  if  he  pleafes.  A  merciful  nature  in  man 
is  a  bent  and  inclination  of  heart  unto  the  exercifes  of 
mercy  ,  the  heart  of  a  man  is  biafied,  fet  and  bent 
that  way :  but  we  muft  not  conceive  this  of  God. 
The  merciful  purpofes  of  God  were  the  free  ablings 
of  his  own  will.  God  was  an  ablolute  free  Agent 
either  to  bellow  mercy  or  deny  it  as  he  pleafed ;  if 
he  had  naturally  an  inclination  to  ihew  mercy,  he 
could  not  have  forborn  to  Ihew  mercy  without  going 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  his  own  heart,  .  The  ex- 
ercife  of  mercy  does  not  flow  neceflarily  from  the 
merciful  nature  of  God ;  but  he  exercifes  grace  freely 
from  His  Sovereign  Will  and  Pleallire  :  there  is  no¬ 
thing  in  Gods  nature  that  does  compel  him  to  Ihew 
mercy  to  any  man :  God  had  been  infinite  in  mercy 
if  it  had  pleafed  him  never  to  ekercife  any :  there  are 
voluntary  inclinations  in  God  to  exercile  mercy,  but 
no  natural  inclinations :  but  his  merciful  nature  is  that 
whereby  he  can  find  in  his  heart  to  exercife  mercy„ 
God  is  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be  uncapable  of  pi¬ 
tying  and  being  kind.  There  is  ho  oppofition  in  the 
nature  of  God  unto  acts  of  mercy ;  his  nature  is  Inch 
as  that  he  can  be  willing  to  Ihew  kindnefs  and  do 
good.  The  merciful  nature  of  God  is  a  power  to  be 
willing  to  deal  gracioufly  with  his  Creatures.  God  is 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  that  he  can  be  willing  to  do  good 
to  thofe  that  are  unworthy,  willing  to  pardon  thofe 
that  are  guilty,  SSic.  and  this  is  called  his  merciful  ha« 
ture.  The  words  of  Mofes  ferve  to  clear  up  this, Mum, 
i4-  18;  19.  Let  the  power  of  my  Lord  be  great  Uc+ 

cording  as  thou  haft  fpoken ,  faying,  the  Lord  is  long 
fuffenng,  and  of  great  mercy,  forgiving  iniquity,  tranf- 
greffion  iS  fin :  pardon  I  befeech  thee  the  iniquity  of  this 
people ,  according  to  the  greatnefs  cf  thy  mercy,  , 

Afan  the  greatnefs  of  Gods  mercy,  of  merciful  nature 
confifts  in  this,  that  he  'can  find  in  his  hearty  to  do  any 
thing  that  is  an  a$  cf  Mercy*  His  merciful  nature 
.  -  B  %  feiehitfi 
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reacheth  to  every  thing  that  is  an  object  of  mercy: 
there  is  nothing  which  it  would  be  an  a#  of  grace  or 
mercy  to  do,  be  it  never  fuch  wonderful  grace,  but 
Cod  can  find  in  his  heart  to  do  it j  ’tis  true,  he  can’t 
pardon  lin  m  a  way  contrary  unto  Juftice  ;  for  that 
would  not  be  an  ad:  of  Grace,  but  of  injuftice  :  no- 

,  at:  IS. a.n  a<^  °f  Grace  does  exceed  the  Grace 
of  God  :  and  herein  lies  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercy. 
The  greatnefs  of  God’s  power  lies  in  this,  that  he  can 
do  whatever  is  poflible,  whatever  is  an  ad  of  power 
So  the  greateft  of  his  Wifdom  lies  in  this,  that  it  exl 
tends  it  felf  to  every  thing  that  is  knowable.  The 
greatnefs  of  his  JuJlicc  lies  in  this,  that  he  can  find 
m  his  heart  to  do  every  thing  that  is  an  ad  of  Tullice. 
So  the  greatnefs  of  his  Grace  confifts  in  this^  that  there 
is  no  gracious  ad,  but  it  falls  within  the  reach  of  his 
gracious  nature.  And  herein  the  Grace  of  God  doth 
exceed  the  grace  of  any  man  or  angel.  Is  it  an  ad 
of  Grace  to  fend  a  Mediator  for  loft  Sinners,  to  bring 
worthless  man  to  eternal  glory,  to  pardon  multitudes 
of  fins,  <lins  againft  light,  love,  covenant,  to  convert 
all  a  mans  children  ?  Theie  and  whatever  elfe  of 
the  like  nature  may  be  thought  on,  fall  within  the 
reach  of  divine  mercy  ;  yea,  the  reafon  why  he  does 
not  pardon  th  a  fin  againfi  the  Holy  Gkoft,  the  fins  of 
devils  and  reprobates,  is  not  for  meant  of  mercy ,  but 
becaufe  of  the  fovereign  determinations  of  his  own 
will:  Rom.  9.  15. 

That  God  is  thus  great  in  mercy,  may  be  made 
manifeft  from  thefe  two  conf Aerations : 

Fir  ft,  THAT  there  is  no  corruption  inGoA  to  make 
him  uncapable  of  performing  any  aEl  of  grace.  Men 
can’t  find  in  their  hearts  fometimes  do  ads  of  meres', 
becaufe  their  lulls  are  too  ftrong  for  them ;  it  will  not 
fuffer  them  ;  their  corruptions  bear  fuch  fway,  that 
they  cannot  be  willing.  Sometimes  mens  covetouf- 
nels  is  fuch,  that  they  cannot  fhew  ads  of  mercy  ;  fo 
it  was  with  Nabal,  1  Sam.  45.  Sometimes  pride  and 
palfions  fo  prevail,  that  they  cannot  forget  an  injury  • 
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they  have  a  fpirit  of  revenge,  and  cannot  fatisfie  their 
hearts,  without  avenging  themfelves :  but  God  is  alto¬ 
gether  free  from  corruption,  there  is  no  evil  difpofition 
m  him  to  hinder  him  from  doing  good  :  Mat .  7 . 1 1 .  He 
has  no  evil  properties  to  be  an  impediment  unto  him  : 
men  are  ill  conditioned,  which  makes  them  unwilling 
to  do  good  :  but  God  is  of  unfpotted  purity  and  holi- 
nefs,  Mai.  6.  3.  God  is  not  fubjedl  to  any  wrongful 
paffions.  The  Scripture  does  often  attribute  anger  un¬ 
to  him,  but  that  mull  beunderllood  fo  as  is  agreable 
unto  the  nature  of  God.  Whatever  injuries  God  re¬ 
ceives,  he  never  is  tranfported  with  paffion.  He  can 
overlook  millions  of  offences  :  His  Grace^  is  fuch  as 
can  prevail  over  all  our  guilt  :  Hence  his  Grace  is 
faid^o  reign y  it  overcomes  all  thofe-objeftions  that  are 
in  the  way  of  the  exercife  of  it,  Rom.  5.  21.  There  is 
nothing  of  any  unruly  paffions  in  God,  1  Job.  4.8.  God 
is  not  fubjeft  unto  envy :  He  can  find  in  his  heait  to 
advance  his  creatures  unto  eternal  felicity :  He  does 
not  fcorn  or  difdain  that  dull  and  alhes  lhould  have  fel- 
lowlhip  with  him.  God  is  not  of  fuch  a  fpirit,  that 
he  can  tibear  that  man  lhould  be  happy,  but  he  can 
delight  to  make  him  fo,  Mic.  7. 18. 

By  this  we  have  gained  one  Hep,  namely,  that  the 
Grace  of  God  does  exceed  the  graces  that  is  in  fitful 
man.  Which  may  be  of  advantage  to  us,  for  there 
is  that  vanity  in  the  heart, that  we  are  prone  to  meafure 
the  mercy  of  God  by  our  own :  and  to  allow  him  no 
more  Grace  than  we  find  in  our  felves,  and  others  like 
our  felves :  which  God  witnelled  againll  when  he  tells 
us,  I*hgt  his  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts, Ifai.55  8- 

9 

.  ••  -  +:<  ■  f  . 

But  there  is  a  further  confideration  that  will  make 
it  appear, that  theGrace  of  God  does  exceed  the  grace 
©F  the  moll  glorious  Angel  in  Heaven,  which  is, 

2.  "THE  unlimited  perfection  of  God’s  nature.  T he 
Angels  have  a  ftinted  meafure  of  perfection :  the  ex¬ 
celling  of  their  nature  is  not  Fufficient  in  order  to 
feme  acts  of  grace;  as  in  other  refpects,  they  are  not 
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iufficient,  fo  they  have  not  grace  enough  to  pardon 
xuch  wrongs  as  God  pardons;  to  be  at  iuch  colt  for  y 
inans  ialvation,  as  God  has  been  at.  'T is  true  thar^ 
they  do  approve  of  and  rejoyce  in  all  thofe  ads  of 
Grace  that  God  does :  but  fuch  adions  do  exceed  the 
grace  that  is  in  their  hearts;  they  have  fuch  imper- 
fedioii  of  grace  and  mercy,  that  they  can't  perform 
thole  ads  of  mercy,  that  God  does  :  therefore  where 
God  would  fhew  his  fufficiency  to  pardon  the  iniqui¬ 
ties  of  his  people,  he  tells  them,  that  he  is  God,  Hop 
T.i-' This  infinitehefs  of  God’s  Grace  is  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  our  fakh,for  fuch  things  as  we  are  utterly  unwor¬ 
thy  of:  PfaL  5  ft.  j.  How  excellent  is  thy  loving  kind nefs 
O  Lord ,  therefore  the  fons  of  men  put  their  truft  under 
the  Jhadow  of  thy  wings.  There  is  an  infinite  Ocean 
of  Grace  in  the  heart  of  God,  whereby  he  can  bellow 
the  greateft  gifts  upon  his  creatures,  that  their  natures 
are  capable  of.  This  is  plain  from  that  abfolute  liber¬ 
ty  which  the  Scripture  does  afcribe  unto  God  in  all  his 
adions.  He  does  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own 
mil,  Eph.  r.  n.  /  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  wilt 
have  mer> y,  Rom.  5?.  15.  Which  lhews  there  is  noli- 
mitedriefs  in  his  perfedion,  to  be  any  refhaint  unto 
him  ;  or  a  reafon  why  he  does  not  pardon  and  lave 
tnefe  and  thofe  r  His  glorious  excellency  is  fuch,  that 
no  unworthiiiefs,  nor  provocation  can  overcome  his 
mercy :  but  there  is  a  fufficiency  of  Grace  in  Him,  for 
any  thing  that  is  an  ad  of  mercy. 

A  (2.)  thing  that  makes  awakened  finners  fear,that 
there  is  an  impoffibility  of  their  falvation,  is,  an  ap - 
prehenfiop  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  Juftice  of  God ,  and 
not  reconcileable  with  the  (entente  of  the  Law.  God 
Hands  bound  in  faithfulndfc  to  fee  the  Lawr  made  good  ; 
and  they  are  to  feek  about  the  coniiftency  of  the  Law 
and  GofpeU:  the  clearing  up  of  which  difficulty,  I 
lhali  refer  unto  the  next  Chapter  :  atprefent  it  may 
fjffice  to  fay,  that  God  in  his  Word  declares  it  to  be 
confident  with  his  Juftice,  Rom.  3.  26.  that  he  may 
be  juft,  and  the  Jujnfier  of  him  that  believe: h  in  jfefus. 

It 


Chap.  II.  in  the  Righteoufnefs  ^/Christ.  17 

It  is  a  great  help  unto  Conference  to  fee  how  the 
v  Tuftice  of  God ,  and  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  is  pre¬ 
served  in  the  Tuftification  of  finners  :  but  where  the 
manner  of  it  is  not  well  underftood,  Confidence  has 
matter  of  fatisfa&ion,  in  that  God  teftifies,  that  it  is  10. 

t 

2.  The  fecond  thing  to  be  fremfeij s,  What we 
are  to  under f  and  by  the  Righteousness  of  Chrift.  An 
that  which  is  intended  hereby,  is  the*  whole  courje  of 
theObedience  and  Sufferings  of  ffefus  Chrift.  By  theKig  - 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift  we  are  to  underftand  that  which 
he  performed  as  a  Surety  :  His  Mediatory  Righte¬ 
oufnefs.  This  Righteoufnefs  is  fpokenof,  Joh.  itf.io. 
Of  Righteoufnefs,  becaufe  I  goto  my  Father,  Rom.  5. 
18.  (By  the  Righteoufnefs  of  one ,  the  free  gift  came  up¬ 
on  all,  to  the  jufiific  at  ion  of  life.  Dan.  4.  24.  To  bring 
in  everlafiing  Righteoufnefs .  Upon  this  account  it 
is,  that  he  is  faid  to  be  made  for  Righteoufnefs  to  usy 
i  Cor.  1.  30.  To  b&the  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs, jer.zi. 

6  5.  This  is  fometimes  called  the  Righteoufnefs^  of  God > 
Rom.  10.  3.  Rom.  3.21.  either  becaufe  Chrift  who 
wrought  it  out  for  us,  is  God  is  well  as  Man  ,  or  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  a  Righteoufnefs  of  God's  providing,  in 
diftindion  from  a  Righteoufnefs  of  our  own  working 
out.  Sometimes  it  is  called  the  Righteoufnefs  which 
is  by  Faith,  Heb.  11.7.  becaufe  Faith  is  the  condition 
whereby  we  come  to  be  interefted  in  it  :  fometimes 
they  are  joined  together :  audit  is  called  the  Right  e- 
mfnefs  of  God  which  is  by  Faith .  Rom.  3.  22.  PhiL 

3.  9- 

That  this  Righteoufnefs  of  ChrifLdoth  not  only 
intend  his  afflive  Obedience,  but  like  wile  his  Sufferings, 
is  manifeft  from  hence,  Becaufe  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  is  that  whereby  we  are  juftified:  it  is  hy  that 
that  we  come  to  be  righteous  in  the  fight  of 
Rom.  5.18.  And  not  only  the  a<ftive  obedience  otCmilt 
has  an  influence  into  our  Juftification,,  but  his  1  utter- 
mgs  alfo ;  The  apoftle  does  once  feem  to  attribute 
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it  to  his  Obedience,  Rom.  5,  19.  %y  the  obedience  of 
ojiey  Jhall  many  be  m&de  righteous.  But  this  don:t  ex¬ 
clude  the  bufferings  of  Chrift  from  having  a  part  in 
our  Juftification.  Obedience  may  comprehend  his 
Jujfenngsfor  in  them  ho  was  obedient ;  or  elfe  when  it 
is  laid,  that  by  his  Obedience  we  are  made  righteous, 
that  part  of  juftification  may  be  underftood,  which 
does  confiil  in  giving  a  title  unto  Heaven.  There 
are  two  parts  of  juftification,  one  is  absolution,  from 
guilty  the  other  is  declaring  men  heirs  of  life.  This 
latter  may  be  intended,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  aftive 
Obedience  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  or  elfe  by  Obedience,  as 
one  principal  part  of  ChrifFs  Righteoufnefs,the  whole 
may  he  intended  :  as  when  we  are  faid  to  be  juftified 
by  his  blood,  his  active  obedience  is  not  excluded  ; 
but  the  Sufterings  of  Chrift  have  an  influence  into  our 
juftification,  as  well  as  his  Obedience  ;  for  we  were 
in  fuch  a  ftate,  that  acftive  obedience  alone  was  not 
fufficicnt  for  our  juftification.  When  man  was  in 
innocency,  he  needed  only  adtive  obedience,  for  his 
juftification  ;  but  man  fallen,  needed  more  for  his 
juftification  than  Obedience  ,*  he  needed  fatisfaflion 
fomewhat  to  pacifie  the  provoked  anger  of  God,  11a 
meer  Obedience  would  make  a  recompence  for  fins ; 
for  the  7. aw  threat ned  dea  th  for  them ;  the  holy  life  of 
Chrift  could  not  fatisfie  for  fin ;  it  was  fomething  of 
another  kind  that  the  Law  required;  namely,  the  buf¬ 
ferings  of  death ;  and  the  Scripture  doth  abundantly 
witnefs  unto  the  influence  of  Chrifts  Sufferings  into, 
our  juftification ;  we  are  juftified  by  his  bloody  Rom.  5.4. 
So  we  are  faid  to  be  redeemed,  cleanfed  from  fin,  re¬ 
conciled  to  God,  to  have  our  fins  purged  w'ith  his 
blood,  which  was  typified  by  the  facrifice  under  the 
Law  ;  fo  that  the  Sufferings  of  Chrift  are  intended  as 
well  as  his  atftive  obedience,  '  by  his  Righteoufnels. 

And  the  Sufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift  may  very  pro¬ 
perly  be  called  a  p\*rt  of  his  Righteoufnefis  ;  partly, 
becaufe  itrth  m  he  diffWi  the  command  oj  God ,  and 

that  duty  that  lay  upon  h'M  furcty.  That  was 

one 


"  '  -  -2-  >  V  £*  " :  v  v . , --#rv-  - 


Chap.  II.  in  the  Rigkteoufeef s  of  C  y  a  i  s  r. 

one  of  the  things  he  undertook  as  our  Mediator,  to 
redeem  us  from  the  curie,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us.  As 
it  it  was  his  duty  to  fulfil  th&  precepts  of  the  Law  for 
us,  fo  likewife  to,  bear  the  penalty  of  the  Law,  if  he 
had  failed  in  that  he  had  not  anfwered  his  Office  ob¬ 
ligations  :  He  flood  bound  to  God  to  undergo  the 
punilhment  of  our  fins,  God  exp^dled  that  from 
to  make  his  Soul  an  Offering  for  Jin ;  Ifai.  53.  10.  Ana 
he  was  under  a  command  to  lay  down  his  life  ;  as  the 
fecond  Perfon  in  the  Trinity,  he  was  equal  to  the 
Father,  but  as  Mediator  he  was  commanded  by  him* 
Joh.  ia^.  Hay  it  down  of  my  felf  I  have  power  to 
lay  it  down ,  and  power  to  take  it  again ,  and  this  Lorn- 
mandment  have  I  received  of  my  Fat$erK  Jefu?  Chrilt 
fulfilled  the  Law  of  the  Mediator  in  his  funerings^ 
and  therefore  he  is  laid  to  be  obedient  unto  deaths  the, 
death  of  the  crofs ,  Phil.  2.  8.  The  fame  is  implied 
in  that  expreifion.  He  learned  obedience  by  the  things 
that  he  Cufferedy  Heb.  5.  8.  The>  meaning  is  not  that 
he  learned  to  obey,  but  he  learned  by  the  lufienngs 
what  a  difficult  thing  Obedience  was  :  it  was  a  part 
of  his  Obedience  to  fuffer,  and  fo  may  be  called^ his 
Righteoufnels  :  and  fo  indeed  there  is  righteoufnefs  in 
thofe  fufferings  of  the  Saints,  which  in  a  way  of  ho- 
linefs,  they  do  expofe  themfelves  unto  y  and  thole 
fufferings  of  Chrift  may  be  called  his  Righteoufnefs 
partly  becaufe  by  them  he  became  legally  righteous  : 
the  fins  of  the  Eledt  were  imputed  unto  him,and  he 
was  legally  guilty :  He  flood  bound  to  anfwer  for 
the  fins  of  his  people  :  and  accordingly  was  appre^ 
hended  by  the  juftice  of  God,  and  the  punilhment  of 
the  Law  inflidted  upon  him,  by  bearing  of  which  he 
has  paid  the  debt,  and  the  Law  has  no  more  power 
over  him :  by  his  fufferings  he  is  become  righteous  in 
Law,and  difeharged  from  any  more  fufferings  for  ever  ; 
having  fuffered  the  nunifhment  of  our  fins,  the  Lavs* 
has  acquitted  him,  has  nothing  at  all  to  objedt  again 
him,  he  has  anfwered  the  Law,  and  now*  is  reputed 
‘  legally  righteous,  Hence  it  is  that  preie-atly  upon 
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his  fuffering  he  is  faid  to  be  juftified  :  jufiifieA  in  his 

tn  Vr*  1rf1'u:  ^at  1S  hy  ^*s  Refurredrion  un¬ 

to  life  By  his  fufferings  he  has  delivered  himfelf 

from  that  guilt  that  lay  upon  him  ;  and  is  become  in 
the  eye  of  the  Law  righteous. 


CHAP.  Ilf. 


The  Proportion,  THAT  it  is  a  fafe  thins:  to  ap¬ 
pear  m  the  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST. 

Arg.  I.  SecuAe  C  HR  1ST’ s  Righteoufnefs  is  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law. 


i  1  j  "  *•>  j  ujl  lutn^  iu  uyyzai  tniaeaayoj  juag- 
Trnt>  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrifi.  It  is 
fafe  to  go  before  the  Judgment  Seat  of  God, 


having  no  other  righteoufnefs  to  plead  for  our  [uni¬ 
fication,  butChrift’s Righteoufnefs:  this  Righteoufnefs 
is  lufficient  and  will  prevail  for  the  falvation  of  all 
thole  that  have  an  intereft  in  it ;  we  may  with  quiet- 
nefs  depend  upon  it,  as  that  which  will  ferve  our  turn : 
there  is  no  other  Righteoufnefs  that  can  be  come  at, 
that  it  is  fafe  appearing  in.  Our  own  perfonal  righ- 
tedufnels  is  many  ways  defe'ftive  and  uncapable  of 
being  the  matter  of  our  Justification.  That  Righte¬ 
oufnefs  that  is  performed  by  the  Saints  is  acceptable 
unto  God :  but  it  can't  procure  the  acceptance  of 
their  perfons  ,*  the  acceptance  of  it  felf  is  procured  by 
Chrift ;  Sacrifices  acceptable  to  God  by  Jeftis  CJrrifi , 
i  - Ret .  i,  5.  But  we  may  juftly  venture  our  felves 
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upon  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift;  other  foundations 
will  prove  iandy,  but  theRighteouinels  of  Chriit  is  a 
firm  foundation  for  faith :  and  therefore  is  was  ‘Pauls 
great  care  that  he  m  ight  be  found  not  in  his  own  High-- 
teoufnefs  which  is  cj  the  Law,  but  that  which  is  through 
t he  faith  of  Chrift ,  Phil.  3.  9* 

*  The  Truth  of  which  Proposition,  I  fhall  de~ 
monftrate  by  the  following  Arguments. 


Arg.  I.  If  HE  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  the  Righ¬ 
teoufnefs  that  the  Law  required  of  us :  it  anfwers  the 
demand  that  the  Law  makes  of  us,  and  therejore  it  is 
fafe  appearing  in  it . 


There  is  a  neceffity  of  our  having  the  righteouf¬ 
nefs  of  the  Law:  God  has  Hated  the  Law  to  be  a  mil 
of  his  proceeding  towards  man:  wherein  he  has  let 
down  the  terms  upon  which  he  will  beftow  life  and 
execute  death /in  that  Covenant,  he  gave  not  only  a 
Law  unto  man,  but  likewife  to  himfel£  from  wnich 
he  will  never  fwerve.  And  it  is  utterly  vain  for  any 
man  to  exped:  acceptance  with  God  without  that 
righteoufnels  which  tne  Law  requires :  until  die  Law 
be  anfwered,  man  can  lay  no  claim  to  bleiiednels : 
neither  can  God  in  faithfulnefs  beftow  bleiiedneiS 
upon  man :  God  has  bound  himfelf  to  fee  the  Law 
fulfilled  to  a  tittle :  this  Law  can’t  be  abrogated  nor 
difannulled :  Saints  indeed  are  not  under  the  condemn¬ 
ing  power  of  it ;  becaufe  it  has  been  fulfilled  for  them : - 
but  yet  the  L^w  ftands  in  force  as  a  ruley  according 
to  which  God  will  diftributef  eternal  rewards.  Matth. 
5.  18.  One  jot,  or  one  tittle  of  the  Law  pall  in  no  wife 
pafs,  till  all  be  fulfilled:  man  may  break  the  Law, 
but  God  will  fulfill  it ;  the  Law  is  never  out  of  date, 
and  as  it  cannot  be  abrogated,  fo  neither  can  it  be. 
moderated.  God  will  never  take  up  with  lets  latis. 
faftion  than  the  Law  admits  of,  nor  with  a  leis  perted 
Obedience  than  the  Law  requires ;  God  does 
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ir  fuI&^TU  imperftd  Obedience;  but  not 
utm 3™fu  \  Jjere  ca,n  be  ^  varying  from  the 
iSih if*  hl§Keft  ie?ands  of  the  Law ;  the  Law  is 
tfothS  >  S  .muft  be  exactly  attended :  it  abates 
nothing:  fo  that  a  regular  confcience  can  never  give 

I)  “  lbe  Law  be  fully  anfwered':  the  Law  gives 

^emning  power,  i  Cor.  ij.  56.  The  Jims;  of 

foZ  th/j”:  ^  (/f/re%tb  °f  fi»  “  the  Law  ■  thfre- 
tore  the  Law  muft  be  anfwered. 

„J>N?  ?  isT  Efficient  for  us  if  we  have  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  the  Law;  there  is  no  danger  of  our  mifcarry- 

A  WCt  haVeJhat  rigbteoufnds!  The  fecurity^f 
the  Angels  m  Heaven  is,  that  they  have  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  the  Law  :  and  that  is  a  fufficient  fecurity 

W-C  uave  Cre  rMhteoufnfs  of  the  Law.  If  we 
fe?**  nghteoufnefs  of  the  Law,  then  we  are  not 
ifebleto  the  curfeof  the  Law,  we  are  not  threatned 
»y  the  Law,  Juftice  is  not  provoked  with  us ;  the  con- 
demnation  of  the  Law  can  take  no  hold  upon  us  • 
the  Law  has  nothing  to  objed  againft  our  falvation  I 
that  Soul  that  has  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law,  is 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  threatnings  of  the  Law ;  where 
the  demand  of  the  Law  is  anfwered,  the  Law  finds 
no  tault ;  the  Law  curfes  only  for  want  of  perfect  o- 
bedience.  Gal.  3.  10.  Yea  moreover  where  there  is 
the  nghteoufnefs  of  the  Law,  God  has  bound  himfelf 
to  give  eternal  life;  fuch  perfons  are  heirs  of  life,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  promife  of  the  Law ;  the  Law  declares 
them  heirs  of  life.  Gal. 3. 12.  L'he  man  that  doth  them, 
pall  live  in  them. 

Now  that  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  that  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  the  Law  requires  h  of  us,  is  clearly  held 
out  in  the  Word  of  God,  Rom.  8  4.  where  the  A 
poftle  fets  down  the  end  of  God’s  fending  his  Son  in 
the  likenefs  of  finful  flep,  and  for  fin  condemning  Jin  in 
the  flep  ;  which  is,  that  the  Righteoufnefs  of  the  Law 
might  be  fulfilled  in  us.  The  meaning  of  it  muft  needs 
be,  that'  we  might  be  made  righteous  by  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  Chrift’s  Kighteoulhefs;_This  righteeuihefs  is 

faid 
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faid  to  be  fulfilled  in  us,  in  as  much  as  we  have  ful¬ 
filled,  it  in  our  furety.  So  Rom.  i®.  4.  Chrift  is  the 
end  of  the  Law  for  right  eoufnefs  to  every  one  that  be- 
lieveth.  The  end  of  giving  Mofes  his  Law,  was  to 
drive  us  to  Ghrift,  in  whom  alone  we  have  the  righte- 
oufhefs  of  the  Law.  This  is  alfo  clearly  helcf  out  in 
all  fuch  Scriptures  where  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  our  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  and  that  we  be  made  righteous  by  his  Obe¬ 
dience  :  for  righteoufnefs  confifts  in  anlwering  the 
demands  of  the  Law.  It  is  only  that  righteoufnels  that 
the  Law  demands  of  us*  that  can  denominate  us  legally 
righteous :  if  Chrift5  s  Righteoufnefs  were  not  that 
which  the  Law  requires  of  us,  we  could  not  be  ac-^ 
cepted  as  righteous  upon  that  account ;  and  theScrip- 
ture  fpeaks  particularly  ofChrilVs  fuffering$,that  they 
were  thofe  which  the  Law  required  of  us.  Gal.  3.  & 
Chrift  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  Law,  being 
made  a  curfe  for  us :  that  curfe  that  he  redeemed  us 
from,  is  that  he  endured ;  and  that  was  the  curfe  of 
the  Law,  And  indeed  herein  lies  the  excellency  of 
Chrift’s  Righteoufnefs,  whereby  it  is  a  foundation  of 
fo  much  comfort  and  fupport  unto  Saints,  that  it  is 
that  righteoufnefs  that  the  Law  requires  of  us  :  this 
is  that  confideration  from  which  Confcience  does  take 
fatisfacftion. 

Rut  there  lies  one  great  Objection againft  this,  that 
the  Apoftle  Raul  feems  to  make  an  oppofition  be¬ 
tween  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  and  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  faith,  and  between  juftification  by  the  law, 
and  juftification  by  grace,  and  by  faith,  and  by  the 
promife  :  So  a  man  is  not  juftifted  by  the  law ,  but  by 
the  Faith  of  Jefus  Chrift ,  Gal.  2.  6.  Received  ye  the 
Spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law ,  or  by  the  hearing  of 
faith.  Gal.  3.  2.  "The  law  is  not  of  faith,  Gal.  2.  12. 
If  the  inheritance  beof  the  law,  it  is  no  more  of  promife. 
Gal.  5, 18.  If  there  had  been  given  a  law,  that  could 
have  given  life,  verily  righteoufnefs  fhould  have  been  by 
the  law,*  Gal.  3.  21.  'That  I  may  be  found  in  him ,  not 
having  mine  own  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  Lrnmt 
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hit  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift- :  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith ,  Phil.  3.  9.  c£y  the 
deeds  of  the  law  Jhall  no  flejh  be  juft ified  in  his  fight ,  but 
flow  the  righteoufnefs  cf  God  without  the  law  is  mani¬ 
fested  >  Rom.  3.  20,  21.  We  conclude  that  a  man  is  juf- 
tfied  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  Rom.  3.28. 
If  they  that  are  of  r he  law  be  heirs,  faith  is  made  void± 
Rom.  4.14.  If  by  grace,  it  is -no  more  of  works,  Rom.  1 1.  6. 
By  thefe  places  it  fee  ms  there  is  no  need  of  having 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  in  order  to  our  juftifica- 
tion.  ,  f 

Th  e  refolution  of  this  doubt  does  depend  upon  the 
right  underftanding  of  what  is  meant  by  the  law,  and 
by  the  works  of  the  law .  By  the  law  he  intends  a 
meer  covenant  of  works,  ablfr acted  from  that  gracious 
way  of  accomplishing  of  it.,  which  God  has  revealed 
,in  the  Gofpel ;  ant^hus  the  law  is  utterly  uncapable 
of  juftifying  of  us  pit  Is  weak  through  the  flop,  Rom.  8.3. 
And  the  w'ay  of  life  by  the  law,  is  diftinguifhed  from 
thatwray  by  faith  3  for  though  theGovenant  of  Works 
leaves  room  for  falvation  by  Chrift,  and  does  no  wray 
forbid  fuch  a  way  of  Salvation,  yet  it  provides  no  Me¬ 
diator  for  fallen  man ;  yea  is  utterly  iilent  as  to  a  Me¬ 
diator  for  him  :  leaves  fulfill  man  in  a  perifhing  con¬ 
dition  ;  denouncing  the  curie  againft  him,  fhews  him 
no  way  of  falvation  ,*  tells  him  not  of  any  poffibility 
of  falvation.  The  Covenant  of  W orks  made  no  pro- 
vifion  for  falvation,  but  it  gave  way  to  mans  falvation, 
.in  cafe  the  righteoufnefs  of  it  were  fulfilled  by  a 
jfurety  :  fo  that  the  way  of  life  by  the  Law  and  by  the 
Gofpel,  are  divers  ways,  but  not  oppofite ;  theGovenant 
of  Grace  fuppofes  a  Covenant  of  Works,  and  finds 
out  a  new  way  of  fulfilling  it',  yet  the  pra&ife  of  thofe 
who  fought  Jollification  by  the  Covenant  of  \\  orks 
alone,was  contrary  to  the  dodlrine  of  Grace  ;  whofoe- 
verisiudified  by  the  Law-,  that  is,  feeks  to  be  juftified 
Z  Mncitsthat  he  is  juftified  by  the  law  is  M- 
len  from  grace,  Gal.  4*  5*  The  Law  and  Gmpel  are 
indeed  by  God  in  a  glorious  fubordination  one  to  the 
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other  but  men  by  feeking  to  be  juftified  by  theCo- 
venant  of  Works  alone,  do  fet  one  in  oppofition  to 
the  other. 

By  the  works  of  the  law  the  Apoftle  understands, 
fuch  works  as  men  themfelves  do  perform  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  the  law  :  This  is  evident,  becaufe  he  calls 
them  his  own  right eoufnefs  which  is  of  the  Law ,  Phil. 

3.  9.  And  thefe  works  are  utterly  uncapable  of  jus¬ 
tifying  us :  Though  Chrift’s  works  according  to  the 
law,  are  the  matter  of  our  juftification,  Rom.  5.19.  but 
our  perfonal  conformity  to  the  law  being  attended 
with  fo  much  imperfection,  can’t  juftifie  us:  Wemuft 
feek  our  juftification  by  the  righteoufnefs  that  the  Law 
requires,  but  not  by  our  own  works  according  to  the 
law.  Ifrael  is  not  blamed  for  feeking  after  the  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  that  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  ;  but  be¬ 
caufe  they  fought  it  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  Law3 
Rom.  9.  31,  32. 


For  the  fuller  clearing  up  of  this  Truth,that  Chrift 
has  performed  the  Righteouinefs  that  the  Law  required 
of  us,  whereupon  the  fatisfaction  of  our  Conferences 
does  fo  much  depend  ;  I  ftiall  briefly  fpeak  to  thefe 
Particulars  ;  viz. 

1.  WHAT  is  the  Covenant  of  Works . 

2.  WHAT*  difference  is  there  between  the  Covenant 
oj  Works ,  and  the  Covenant  with  Adam. 

3.  'THAT  the  Covenant  of  Works  did  admit  of  a 
Mediator. 

4.  THAT  Jefus  Chrifi  is  a  Mediator.  ' 

5.  CHRIST3  s  work  as  Mediator  was  not  to  refers 

man  to  his  former  condition  ,  but  to  bring  him  t& 
Salvation.  .  ' 


6.  THAT  Chrifi  has  performed 
the  Law. 

7.  THAT  He  performed  the 
Law  for  us. 

8.  THAT  this  is  fufficient 
all  Ages * 
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<>.  that  He  has  fo  fur  chafed  Salvation,  that  the 
JSle£l  cannot  fail  of  it . 

The  firft  thing  to  be  confidered  is, 

’  ’  v 

WflAf  is  the  Covenant  of  Works'?  as  it  relates  tb 
Man ; 

I  fhall  not  ho\V  cottfider  it  as  the  Angels  are  con¬ 
tented  in  it:  and  I  fhall  give  this  defcription  of  it 
The  Covenant  of  works  is,  an  evcrlafting  Rule  of 
Right  eoupief,  wherein  God  requires  perfeff  Obedience 
as  the  condition  of  Life,  and  forbids  all  dif obedience  cn 
fain  of  Death.  The  Explication  of  this  may  be  taken 
up  in  thele  Proportions. 

Prop.  I.  The  Covenant  of  Works  is  not  an  agree¬ 
ment  between  God  and  man,  but  a  rule  of  Right eoufnefs 
between  them.  Sometimes  the  Word  Covenant  is  taken 
for  a  fremife  without  condition,  Gen.  9.  ir.  but  fre¬ 
quently  for  a  Law  With  promifes  and  threat nings.  Per¬ 
sons  indeed  are  not  taken  ihto  the  Covenant  of  Grace 
without  their  actual  confent  ,*  but  this  is  hot  neceilary 
in  other  Covenants,as  in  theCovenant  that  God  makes 
with  the  Infant  feed  of  his  People,  Detit.  5.  3,  29. 
Dent.  15.  The  Children  of  God's  People  are  bbrn 
under  this  Covenant,  that  is  under  that  Law  with  fuch 
fan&iorii>:  fo  in  the  Covenant  of  Works  there  is  no 
•need  that  Man  fhould  confent.  Adam  did  not  give 
his  confent  antecedently  to  the  making  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant,  for  he  was  made  under  it ;  and  there  are  millions 
of  men  that  never  gave  any  confent  unto  it,  yet  ftand 
as  firmly  bound  by  it  as  if  they  did.  God  being  in¬ 
finitely  man's  fuperiour  and  havirig  aLegiflative  pow¬ 
er  over  him,  might  make  him  under  fuch  a  Covenant 
without  asking  his  confent.  ThisCovenant  is  nothing 
elfe  but  a  righteous  rule ,  which  God  by  his  own  au¬ 
thority  has  conftituted  between  himfelf  and  man,  ac¬ 
cording  unto  which  he  wilt  diftrjbute  rewards  and 
&  punifhmentc 
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punifhments  to  men.  In  this  Covenant  God  has  giv¬ 
en  Law  unto  himlelf,  marked  out  a  path  for  himlelf- 
to  walk  in;  he  was  at  liberty,  might  if  he  had  pleat¬ 
ed  have  forborn  to  exadt  punifhment  for  fin,  might 
have  annihilated  man  after  a  courfe  of  perfetfl  obe¬ 
dience,  might  have  chofe  in  fome  other  way  to  have 
rewarded  his  obedience :  might  have  bellowed  blef- 
fednefs  on  him  as  an  abiolute  free  gift  without  any 
condition  at  all ;  but  in  this  covenant  he  has  bound 
up  himfelf,  and  laid  down  a  rule  according  to  which 
he  will  proceed. 

Prop.  II.  The  Covenant  of  Works  is  an  everlafiing 
rule  of  righteoufnefs  between  Gcd  and  man.  This  is  a 
Rule  that  God  never  will  vary  from  :  it  is  not  pro¬ 
per  to  fay  that  the  covenant  of  .  Works  is  abrogated  ; 
it  is  very  true  that  the  condemning  power  of  it  ref* 
pedling  Believers  is  taken  away,  but  that  is  by  the 
fulfilling  of  the  Law,  not  abrogating  of  it :  the  cove¬ 
nant  of  works  does  yet  continue  in  its  full  force ;  it 
takes  place  againll  the  fins  of  ungodly  men,  being 
executed  to  the  full  upon  them.  Mat.  5.  18.  It  has 
taken  place  againft  the  fins  of  the  ElecL,  upon  Jefus 
Chrifl:  the  curfe  having  been  executed  upon  him. 
Gal.  3.  13.  lie  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe ,  be¬ 
ing  made  a  curfe  for  us.  And  God  does  bellow  eter¬ 
nal  life  upon  none,  but  thofe  who  have  fulfilled  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  in  their  Surety :  eternal 
life  is  given  as  a  recompence  of  Chrilts  Righteoufc 
nefs.  Korn.  5.  21. 

Pr  op.  III.  This  Covenant  of  Works  could  not  'fie 
known  by  our  firfl  Barents  any  other  way  than  by  di¬ 
vine  revelation :  Becaufeboth  thepromifes  and  threat- 
nings  of  this  covenant  depended  on  the  free  will  of 
God:  fo  that  whatever  abilities  of  underftanding  Adam 
had  in  his  firfl  eflate  they  were  infufficient  to  make  a 
difcovery  of  them.  The  precepts  of  the  Law  were 
written  in  the  heart  of  man  when  he  was  firfr  made, 
and  fo  they  are  flill,  though  not  fo  legibly.  Rom.  2. 
15.  "They  few  the  works  of  the  Law  written  in  their 
,  '  C  hems: 
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hearts.  And  this  I  dont  underftand  to  be  any  diftindfc 
work  of  God  from  that  of  creating  the  foul  :  for  the 
precepts  of  the  Law  excepting  that  one  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  have  a  f elf -evidencing  power.  So  that  fuppoling 
man  to  have  an  underftanding,  he  can't  but  have 
feme  knowledge  of  them;  and  fuppoling  them  to 
have  an  underftanding  not  corrupted,  he  can  t  but 
have  a  clear  knowledge  of  them.  But  the  piomiles 
and* threat nings  of  the  Law  are  not  underftood  by  a- 
ny  thing  written  in  mens  heart.  Conlcience  indeed 
by  its  own  natural  light  does  give  evidence  that  lin 
is  offenfive  to  God,  and  fo  affright  men  with  expec¬ 
tation  of  wrath:  but  it  can't  witnefs  the  certainty  oj 
Judgments*  much  lefs  of  eternal  condemnation except 
it  had  received  fome  further  light  either  from  the 

Works  or  Word  of  God.  ^  t  , 

Prop  IV.  The  Covenant  of  Works  does  require 

Obedience ,  only  as  the  condition  of  life.  There  are  le- 
veral  other  Obligations  upon  us  unto  Obedience, 
fome  antecedent  to  the  covenant  of  works  ;  as  the 
infinite  excellency  of  God,  the  work  of  ^eauon , 
fome  of  them  confequent,  as  the  dying  o\ e  o  1  , 
Gods  giving  converting  Grace,  and  many  the  like , 
but  the  covenant  of  works  requires  it  only  as  a  con- 
ditiJ of  life ;  and  hencegho’  the  covenant  of  works 
be  fulfilled  for  us  by  Jefus  Cbnft,  lo  that  there  is no 
engagement  on  us  to  perfect  obedience,  as  it  is  a 
condition  of  life;  yet  thofe  antecedent  obtains  do 
remain  upon  us,  and  we  owe  obedience  ftil  as  a  na- 
S  due  <Pfah  95-/-  That  primitive  obligation 
as  • we  are  creatures  will  lye  upon  us  for  ever,  ei 
thofe  other  obligations  that  God  has  laid  upon  us 

fTRor  V  The  Covenant  of  Works  requires  perfect 
hut  not  ter (b»ai  obedience.  The  obedience  required 
t  the  covenant  of  works  is  perfect,  for  one  tranigref- 

jS£,md  no°t  by  venue  of  the  covenant  of  works. 
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The  covenant  of  works  never  tied  us  up  to  perfonal 
obedience  as  the  condition  of  life.  God  has  been  fo 
far  from  binding  us  up  to  perfonal  obedience  as  the 
condition  of  life,  that  he  never  did  propofe  that  way 
unto  us :  but  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  con- 
lfituted  a  publick  perfon  to  a £t  in  our  behalf up¬ 
on  his  failing  immediately  revealed  Jefus  ^^?rift/-to 
be  another  publick  perfon  to  abt  for  us,  Rom.  5.  19,  \ 

pRor.  VI.  The  life  promifed  in  the  Covenant ■  of  ,  *- 
Works ,  is  a  life  of  glory  in  heaven.  The  prornife  is' 
life.  Gal.  3.22.  A  he  man  that  doth  them,  fall  live. ^ 
in  them .  Some  have  thought  that  Adam  fhould  have 
had  only  the  continuance  of  that  blellednels  which 
he  was  created  in,  if  he  had  kept  the  Covenant.  Ic 
is  very  true,  that  there  is  no  mention  in  the  Cove¬ 
nant  of  his  going  to  heaven ;  but  we  have  clear 
ground  to  conclu.de  from  Scripture,  that  if  man  had 
flood,  he  fhould  have  gone  to  heaven ;  according  to 
this  prornife. 

1.  Because  Hell ,  where  the  2)  evils  are,  is  the  re¬ 
ward  of  difobedience  by  the  Covenant  of  Works,  there¬ 
fore  Heaven,  where ■  the  holy  Angels  are,  is  the  reward 
of  Obedience.  It  is  meet  the  rewards  fhould  be  pro¬ 
portionable.  I  know  it  is  anfwered,  that  fin  deferves 
evil  at  God’s  hands,  but  holinefs  which  is  due  unto 
God,  does  not  deferve  any  rewards.  But  this  does 
not  take  off  the  force  of  the  argument,*  for  it  is  by 
the  Law  that  fin  merits  as  well  as  Holinefs :  and  hence 


wicked  men  are  punifhed  only  for  fuch  Jins  as  they 
commit  in  this  life.  2  Cor.  5.  10.  And  there  is  as 
much  goodnefs  in  holinefs,  as  evil  in  fin;  and  k  is  a 
meet  thing  that  God  fhould  bellow  as  much  good 
in  a  way  of  obedience,  as  he  infliHs  evil  in  a  way 
of  difobedience:  belides  the  Law  expreffes  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  fin  by  death,  Rom.  6.  23.  A  he  ^w  ages 
CJ  fin  is  death .  and  the  reward  of  obedience  by  life* 
Gal.  3.  12.  A  he  man  that  doth  them,  jhail  live  by 
them :  #  therefore  it  is  a  life  directly  oppcfice  c  hat 
$eath3  a  life  that  contains  as  much  good  in  a  -  g  ttrac 
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death  doth  evil :  thofe  terms  do  mutually  explain 
one  the  other. 

2.  Because  Chrift  in  fulfilling  of  the  law  for  usy 

has  pur  chafed  life  for  us  in  heaven :  Chrift  has  pur- 
chafed  heaven  for  us.  Eph.  i.  14.  It  is  called  a  pur- 
chafed  pojfeffion.  And  he  did  it  by  performing  the  Law 
for  us :  it  is  by  making  of  us  righteous  that  we  come 
to  have  a  title  unto  eternal  life.Rom.5.21  .Grace  reigns 
by  right eoufnefs  unto  eternal  life  by  Jefus  Chrifi  our 
Lord.  ■» 

3.  Because  Chrift  tells  the  young  man  in  the 
Gofpel  (that  enquired ‘of  him  what  good  thing  he 
fhould  do  that  he  might  have  eternal  life)  that  if  he 
would  enter  into  life  he  Jhould  keep  the  Commandment  sy 
Mat.  19.  16 y  17.  Where  we  may  mind,  that  the  life 
enquired  after  by  the  young  man,  was  a  life  in  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  and  that  Chrift  in  this  anfwer  is  leading  of  him 
to  the  Covetiant  of  Works ,  upon  a  defign  to  convince 
him  of  his  inability  to  keep  it. 

4.  Because  the  Apoftle  Raul,  gives  that  as  the 
reafon,  that  men  cannot  be  juftified  by  the  Law,  be- 
caufe  they  are  finners ,  Rom .  8.  3.  £5?  3.  20.  The 
Legalifis  that  Raul  difputes  againft  expecfted  eternal 
life  in  heaven  by  their  works :  yet  in  all  his  difputes 
with  them  he  never  tells  them  that  the  Covenant  of 
Works  does  not  promife  any  fuch  thing.  If  he  could 
have  told  them  fo,  that  would  cleailv  ha\e  cut  off 
all  their  hopes:  but  he  ftill  fliows  that  they  cant 
have  Salvation  by  the  Law  upon  this  account,  be- 
caufe  they  can  t  fulfill  it ;  yea  he^  plainly  implies 
that  the  reward  by  the  Law  andGolpel  are  the  fame, 
hut  the  way  of  obtaining  it  is  different.  Rom,  4*  4» 
He  that  worketh  has  the  reward  by  debt,  he  that  work - 

eth  not  hath  it  by  grace 

The  fecond  thing  that  falls  under  Confideration 
here  is  * 

WH-AC  is  the  difference  between  the  Covenant  of 
Works  and  the  Covenant  with  Adam? 

God’s  Covenant  with  Adam  is  generally  confound- 
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ed  with  the  Covenant  of  Works,  to  the  great  hindrance 
of  our  underftanding  of  GocPs  dealings  withMankind. 

„ Adam  indeed  was  made  as  well  as  we  under  a  co¬ 
venant  of  works ;  under  a  covenant  of  life,  upon 
condition  of  perfect  obedience.  But  befides  this 
there  was  a  'particular  Covenant  with  Adam,  where¬ 
by  he  was  conftituted  a  legal  head,  or  reprefentative 
of  his  pofterity,  to  adt  in  our  behalf ;  to  liand  or  fall 
for  us,  as  well  as  himfelf.  This  is  plainly-  held  forth 
in  that  he  is  laid  to  be  the  figure  of  him  that  is  to 
come ,  that  is  of  Chrift,  Rom.  5.14.  He  was  the,  fi¬ 
gure  of  Chrift,  inafmuch  as  he  was  made  a  publick 
perfon ,  as  Chrift  alfo  was:  this  alfo is  evident  becaufe 
we  finned  in  him,*  his  fall  is  truly  ours.  Rom.  5.  12. 
Which  could  not  have  been  if  we  had  not  been  in 
him  as  our  reprefentative:  becaufe  God  had  confti¬ 
tuted  him  our  head,  therefore  his  fin  became  ours, 
Rom.  5.  19.  1  Cor .  15.  22. 

There  is  a  great  difference  betwen  thefe  two  co¬ 
venants;  there  might  have  been  a  Covenant  of  Works, 
though  there  never  had  been  any  fuch  Covenant 
with  Adam  conftituting  him  a  publick  perfon :  that 
was  accidental  to  the  Covenant  of  Works:  God  made 
a  Covenant  of  Works  with  the  Angels ,  but  he  never 
appointed  them  any  'publick  perfon  to  act  for  them? 
but  every  one  flood  fingly  for  himfelf.  We  make  a 
great  difference  between  them  in  thefe  three  par¬ 
ticulars, 

1.  The  Covenant  with  Adam  propofed  a  particular 
way  for  the  accomplijbment  of  the  Covenant  of  Works , 
The  Covenant  of  Works  ftates  the  condition  of  life. : 
but  God  by  making  Adam  a  publick  perfon  finds 
out  a  way  for  the  fulfilling  of  this  condition:  God 
has  propofed  two  ways  for  the  accomplifhing  of  the 
Covenant  of  Works: 

Firft ,  By  making  a  Covenant  with  Adam ,  to  per¬ 
form  obedience  for  his  pofterity :  this  way  failed. 

The  Second  was.  By  making  a  Covenant  6f  Re¬ 
demption  with  fief  us  Chrift ,  wherein  Chrift  under- 
r  1 1  '  -  C  $  took 
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took  to  fulfill  the  Covenant  of  Works  for  us:  this  I 
call  the  fecond  way.,  becaufe  tho*  this  Covenant  was 
made  firfi:,  yet  it  was  revealed  laft,  as  not  to  take 
place  until  the  Covenant  with  Adam  was  violated. 

2.  The  Covenant  with  Adam  has  never  been  ful¬ 
filled  >  but  the  Covenant  of  Works  has.  Adam  utterly 
failed  of  performing  that  particular  Covenant  made 
with  him.  If  that  Covenant  had  been  fulfilled  all 
mankind  had  been  happy ;  whereas  they  were  all  ex- 
pofed  to  mifery  by  him.  Rom.  5  12.  But  the  Co¬ 
venant  of  Works  has  been  fulfilled ;  Chrift  fulfilled  it. 
Mat.  5.  15.  And  we  in  him.  Rom.  8.  4. 

3.  By  vertue  of  Adams  Covenant  we  are  only '  liable 

to  punifment  for  that  fin,  which  we  committed  in  him , 
For  that  Covenant  only  laid  duty  on  him.,  as  he  was 
to  act  joyntly  for  himfelf  and  us ;  and  that  Covenant 
was  at  an  end  on  his  eating  the  forbidden  fruit.  But 
by  the  Covenant  of  Works  we  are  liable  to  punifh- 
inent  for  our  p&rfonal  fins  :  that  Covenant  threatens 
death  for  any  tranfgreliion,  ^  Gal.  3.  10.  * 

A  Third  thing  to  be  conlidered  is,  ^  THAR  the 
Covenant  of  Works  did  admit  of  a  Mediator. 

It  will  be  readily  granted,  that  though  the  evil.ol 
fin  be  imcomparably  great,  yet  it  is  not  io  great  but 
that  God  may  have  compafiion  upon  us,  and  find  in 
his  heart  to  provide  a  Mediator  lor  us :  His  infinite 
mercy  may  move  him  to  give  us  a  Redeemer,  though 
fin  fo  greatly  provokes  him.  The  great  qucfuon  is. 
Whether  he  has  not  fo  bound  himfelf  by  his  law,  as 
to  take  away  all  poifibility  of  help  by  a  Mediator. 
Whether  the  law  will  give  way  to  the  interpofure  oj  a 
Mediator  ?  Whether  the  Word  of  God  does  not  bind 
him  to  punifh  the  firmer  in  his  own  perfon?  if  10,  it 
is  a  vain  thing  to  expedt  any  help  from  a  Mediator, 
for  nonviolence  may  be  done  unto  the  law.  And 
the  words  of  the  curfe  have  fuch  a  force,  as  it  they 
'  did  devote  the  finnner  unto  personal  ruine  :  In  the 
day  thou  eatefi  thereof \  thou  fiialt  fui  ely  die,  Gen.  2.  1  • 

But  we  muft  diftinguilh  between  luch  threatnings  as 

•are 
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are  legal,  and  fuch  as  are  perfonal.  Some  threatnings 
are  perfonal,  and  infallibly  to  be  fulfilled  upon  thole 
that  are  threatned  :  though  the  threatnings  °*  eter¬ 
nal  deftrudtion  againft  impenitent  burners,  mult  un¬ 
avoidable  take  place  on  them :  But  Hihere  are  lome 
threatnings  which  are  legal ;  and  intend  no  more, 
but  that  the  Offender  mull  die  legally ;  that  is  be  pu- 
nifhed  with  death,  either  in  his  own  perlon,  or  the 
perfon  of  his  furety  :  thus  many  humane  laws^aie  to 
be  underffood,  thus  it  is  amcng  men  in  cafe  of  debt: 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  words  of  the  law  that 
does  contradict  this  interpretation.  The  *1101  ds  do 
enforce  no  more  than  this :  the  words  of  the  law  are 
not  any  ways  Itrained  by  putting  this  fenle  upon 
them :  neither  is  there  any  thing  in  the  cafe,  of  it  lelf 
to  oppofe  this  interpretation,  for  the  lufferings  of  a 
furety  anfivver  the  end  of  the  Law',  as  wTell  as  the  luf- 

ferings  of  the  Offenders.  .  . 

Gor>?s  Name  is  as  much  vindicated ,  and  there  is  as 
full  a  teftimony  given  to  the  holinefs  of  God  by  the 
bufferings  of  a  furety,  as  if  the  finner  had  buffered  in 
his  ow7n  perfon.  There  is  no  probability  that  Adam 
did  at  firit  underftand  this  interpretation  of  the  curfe, 
it  w7as  a  lecret  that  God  kept  in  his  own  breaft,  un¬ 
til  there  was  occalion  for  its  publication.  Indeed  from 
the  firft  publishing  of  the  Lawr,  God  fiiewed  that  a 
publick  perfon  might  perform  the  preceptive  part  of  it 
for  others ;  and  by  failing  therein,  might  expole  others 
with  himfelf  unto  ruinq,  as  Adam  did.  W  hich  fheyss 
it  alfo  to  be  very  fair,  that  a  pub  lick  perfon  may  lui- 
fer  for  us  :  if  a  publick  perlon  may  ruine  us,  w  hv  may 
not  a  publick  perlon  recover  us  ?  but  we  have  no 
grounds  to  conclude  that  Adam  knew  any  thing  or 
the  poifibility  of  falvation  in  cafe  he  finned,  but  God 
after  the  Fall  revealed  it  unto  him.  \ 

But  God  has  by  his  practice,  clearly  given  us 
interpretation  of  the  curie  of  the  Law  :  G‘od  himlell 
has  provided  a  Mediator  for  us,  and  infl  idled  the  pu~ 
nifliment  of  our  1ms  on  him ;  which  flaeSvs  it lS  no 
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ways  contradictory  to  his  law  fo  to  do.  Such  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  is  agreeable  to  the  law,  otherwife  God  would 
never  have  had  an  hand  in  it.  God  has  fliewed  us 
how  the  law  is  to  be  underftood  in  executing  it  on 
Jefus  Chrift,  dfnd  it  is  very  unreafojiable  to  think, 
that  there  lhould  be  any  thing  in  the  law  to  hinder 
our  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift  3  for  this  way  of  falvati- 
on  has  been  decreed  by  God  before  the  world.  1  Pet, 
i>  20.  He  was  foreordained  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world;  and  certainly  he  would  never  make  fuch 
a  lay  as  fhould  overthrow  his  decree :  the  law  muft 
be  fo  underftood,  as  not  to  crofs  his  everlafting  pur- 
pofes  of  faving  finners  by  Chrift.  TheApoftle  argues, 
that  the  Covenant  of  Grace  could  not  be  dilannulled 
by  the  law  of  Mofes ,  which  was  given  four  hundred 
and  thirty  years  after ,  Gal.  3.  17.  So  I  may  argue, 
that  the  everlafting  purpofe  of  God  to  have  us  by  the 
fufterings  of  Chrift,  cannot  be  difannulled  by  a  law 
that  was  made  in  timfc,  and  therefore  that  law  muft 
be  fo  underftood,  as  not  to  crofs  that  defign. 

The  fourth  thing  to  be  cleared  is,  THAI*  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift-  is  a  Mediator. 

Though  the  law  left  room  for  a  Mediator,  yet 
God  was  at  liberty  whether  he  would  provide  one 
or  no :  but  he  has  provided  Chrift,  and  put  him  into 
this  Office.  Chrift  ftands  in  that  relation  of  a  Medi¬ 
ator,  and  this  implies  both  duty  and  authority ,  to 
work  out  all  our  lalvation  for  us,  both  as  to  the  pur- 
chafing  and  alfo  the  applying  of  falvation.  1  hat 
Chrift  Jefus  is  a  Mediator,  is  fet  dow7n  in  exprefs 
terms.  1  Tim.  2.  5.  There  is  one  Mediator  between 
God  and  man ,  the  Alan  Chrift  Jefus.  The  word 
/a€<7{ rzr  is  peculiar  to  the  holy  Scripture  :  Socinus 
would  have  it  to  lignify  only  God’s  Interpreter,  and 
k  may  be  that  may  be  the  meaning.  Gal.  3.  19.  It 
was  ordained  by  Angels  in  the  hand  of  a  Afediator . 
But  the  word  generally  notes  one  that  ftands  between 
God  and  man,  to  make  up  the  breach  that  fin  had 
made.  That  this  is  intended  in  the  forementioned 

place, 
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place,  is  evident  by  the  next  words,  ver.  6.  Who 
gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  all :  fo  that  his  mediation 
confifted  in  giving  himfelf  a  ranfom :  or  at  leaft  he 
was  fuch  a  Mediator  as  did  give  himfelf  a  ranfom. 
This  muftalfo  be  the  meaning  of  the  word,  Heb.9.15. 
Mnd  for  this  caufe  he  is  the  Mediator  of  the  Neve  Tef 
t ament,  that  by  means  of  his  death  for  the  redemption 
of  the  tranfgreffions  that  were  under  the  firfi  Tcfi  ament : 
they  which  are  called  may  receive  the  promife  of  the 
eternal  inheritance.  There  is  plainly  held  forth  that 
he  executed  his  Mediatorly  Office,  in  dying  for  tranf- 
greffion,"  and  in  order  to  our  enjoying  an  eternal  in¬ 
heritance.  The  fame  Mediatorly  Office  of  Chrift  is 
held  forth,  1  Cor.  8.  5,  6.  For  though  there  be  that 
are  called  Gods,  whether  in  heaven  or  in  earth ,  (as  there 
be  Gods  many  and  Lords  many)  but  to  us  thero  is  but 
one  God  the  Father ,  of  whom  are  all  things ,  and  we  in 
him ,  and  one  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  are  all  things, 
and  we  by  him.  The  Heathens  did  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  their  Gods  into  celeftial  and  terreftial;  the  ce¬ 
leftial  and  fovereign  Gods,  they  thought  to  be  im¬ 
mortal,  of  a  fublime  and  pure  nature ;  the  terreftial 
were  the  deified  fouls  of  famous  men  deceafed, 
whofe  Office  it  was  to  be  as  Mediators  and  Agents 
between  the  fovereign  Gods,  and  mortal  men :  thefe 
are  called  Saalims  or  Lords :  unto  thefe  fuperior  and 
inferior  Gods  he  does  elegantly  allude,  ver.  6.  fo  that 
when  he  fays,  that  to  us  there  is  but  one  Lord,  he 
means  one  Mediator.  The  fame  Mediatorly  Office  of 
Jefus  Chrift  is  held  forth  in  thofe  titles  of  ‘Prophet , 
Priefl,  and  King,  which  are  frequently  given  unto 
him,  and  contain  under  them  the  feveral  parts  of  his 
Mediatorly  Office. 

There  are  three  things  requiiite  unto  the  Media¬ 
torly  Office  of  Chrift,  the  fitnefs  of  his  perfon*  the 
content  of  the  Father,  and  his  own  confent. 

The  firfi  thing  requifite,  was  the  fitnefs  of  ^}sr^.er" 
fon,  whereby  he  was  capable  of  difcharging  thisOmce, 

It  did  not  become  infinite  Wifdom  to  lay  fuch  a  task 

on 
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on  one  that  was  uncapable  of  performing  it ;  and  this 
requifite  was  found  in  Jefus  Chrift.  This  undertaking 
was  too  great  for  any  meer  creature ,  but  it  was  not* 
too  heavy  a  burden  for  the  fhoulders  of  Jefus  Chrift: 
He  was  fit  to  pur  chafe  our  Salvation,  and  alfo  to  ap¬ 
ply  it :  and  upon  this  account  he  was  prized  by  God. 
He  is  faid  to  be  eletl  and  precious ,  i  Pet.  2 .6.  As  a 
33rince  prizes  fome  men,  becaufe  they  are  of  fuch  a- 
bilities,  that  they  are  lit  to  ferve  him  in  the  greateft: 
Offices  of  the  Kingdom,  fo  G*od  having  a  defign  to 
fave  Tinners;  he  prizes  Chrift  as  a  perfon  fit  to  bring 
about  that  defign. 

The  principal  fitnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  the  work 
of  Mediator,  confifts,  in  his  being  God  man  in  our  per¬ 
fon  :  yet  we  muft  not  think  that  he  did  not  enter  in¬ 
to  his  Office,  till  he  was  actually  incarnate.  The  in¬ 
carnation  was  necellary  to  his  full  difcharge  of  that 
work,  but  he  entred  into  his  Office,  and  began  to 
fulfil  it  before  his  incarnation.  Our  fins  were  not  ac¬ 
tually  imputed  to  him,  till  his  incarnation:  but  he 
was  a  Mediator  immediately  upon  the  fall  of  man : 
from  that  time  his  blood  was  efficacious.  Rev.  13.  8. 
He  is  the  Lamb  fain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world : 
from  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  he  was  a  Mediator.  Heb.  12.  24.  And  the 
falvation  of  the  Patriarchs  in  the  firft  ages  of  the 
world,  was  the  fruit  of  the  mediation  of  Chrift ;  and 
therefore  that  folemn  confecration  of  Chrift  at  the 
time  of  his  Baptifm  was  not  unto  the  Office  of  a  Me¬ 
diator,  but  the  work  of  his  publick  Mini  fry. 

Christ  by  being  man ,  was  fitted  as  for  fome  other 
parts  of  his  Office,  fo  efpecially  to  fulfil  the  law  for 
man :  to  obey  and  fuller  for  us  :  had  he  been  only  God 
he  had  been  uncapable  of  obedience  or  fufterings ; 
had  he  taken  upon  him  the  nature  oj  Angels,  he  had 
been  uncapable  of  obeying  and  fuffering  for  us  :  the 
Mofaical  Law  concerning  the  right  of  redemption,  in 
the  kinfman ,  did  typifie  that  'Chrift  ffiould  be  our 
kinfman ;  this  manifefted  what  God  intended:  but 
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that  doth  not  prove  that  there  was  a  neceffity  of  it ; 
but  if  he  had  a  (famed  the  angelical  nature,  he  could 
not  have  fulfilled  that  law  that  was  given  to  man. 
The  precepts  and  curfes  of  the  law  were  fitted  to 
mans  nature,  and  fome  of  them  could  not  betulfilled 
by  the  angelical  nature.  Befides,  the  tenour  of  the 
covenant  of  works  ran  thus  j  that  man  mufi  fuljil  the 
right  eoufnefs  of  the  lawy  and  in  cafe  of  difobedience, 
man  muft  bear  the  curfe  of  it.  This  the  Apoftle  fhews 
when  he  teaches  us  that  because  we  did  partake  oj 
flejh  and  blood ,  Chrifi  alfo  partook  of  the  fame ,  that  by 
death  he  might  deliver  us>  Heb.  2.  14.  and  intimates, 
ver.  1 6.  that  if  he  had  taken  the  nature  of  angels,  it 
would  not  have  ferved  the  turn  :  and  whereas  he 
adds,  that  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;  we 
are  not  to  underftand,  that  there  was  any  neceffity  of 
that  any  further  than  from  the  promifes  and  prophefies 
thereof,  that  he  fhould  come  of  that  flock  ;  but  he 
mentions  his  coming  of  Abraham ,  as  that  which  evi¬ 
denced  that  he  was  of  the  fame  nature  with  us. 

Christ  by  being  God  was  fitted  not  only  for  his 
5 Prophetical  and  Kingly  Office ,  to  the  execution  where¬ 
of,  Divine  Power  &  Wifdom  was  requifite  :  but  he 
was  alfo  fitted  for  his  brief  ly  Office  ;  fo  that  the  divine- 
nature  had  an  influence  into  the  fatisfadtorinefs  of  the 
fufferings  of  Chrifi.  That  is  held  forth,  Heb.  9. 14. 
How  much  more  Jhall  the  blood  of  Chrift ,  who  through 
the  eternal  fpirit  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God9 
purge  your  confidences  fronudead  works.  And,  A&.  20. 
28.  —  To  feed  the  church  of  Gody  which  he  hath  pur- 
chafed  with  his  own  blood. 

To  compleat  the  fitnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift  for  the 
work  of  a  Mediator,  there  were  neceffary  fome  fipecial 
qualifications  of  the  humane  nature ,  efpecially  holinefs 
and  wifdom.  His  holinefs  was  necefiary  unto  all  his 
Offices  :  he  would  not  have  been  fit  to  have  execu¬ 
ted  his  Prophetical  Office  without  that  :  He  had  need 
be  holy  and  faithful  that  is  to  declare  the  mind  01 

God  to  man.  Without  this  he  would  not  have  been 

fit 
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fit  to  have  executed  the  Office  of  a  King  :  He  that 
rules  the  world,  and  judges  mens  eternal  ellate,  had 
need  be  holy .  Without  this  he  would  not  have  been 
fit  to  have  executed  the  Office  of  a  Prieft  ;  He  that 
was  to  wTork  out  righteoufnefs  for  others,  and  fatisfy 
for  their  fins,  muft  be  holy  :  and  this  qualification 
was  perfect  and  compleat  in  Jefus  ChrifL  Heb.  7.  2 6. 
For  fuch  an  high-priefl  became  us,  who  is  holy,harmlefsy 
undepled,fepar  ate  from  fmners.  Here  Chrifi’s  holinefs 
is  fet  forth  pofitiorly.  He  was  holy  ;  and  negatively 
in  three  branches  ;  He  was  harmlefs  ;  free  from  adtu 
al  fin ;  undefiled :  that  is,  free  from  original  pollution  : 
feparate  from  finners,  free  from  that  common  fin  of 
mankind,  which  they  committed  in  Adam.  The  o- 
ther  qualification  of  wifdom ,  was  efpecially  necefiary 
unto  the  execution  of  his  Prophetical  and  Kingly 
Offices ;  this  he  needed  an  extraordinary  meafure  o£ 
and  God  has  furnifhed  him  fuitably,  Joh.  5.  34.  God 
giveth  not  the  fpirit  by  meafure  unto  him :  By  which 
exprefiion  we  are  not  to  underfland  infinite  gifts,  for 
the  humane  nature  is  not  capable  of  an  infinite  qua¬ 
lification,  but  extraordinary  qualifications,beyond  what 
God  does  bellow  on  other  men.  This  was  fpoken 
concerning  thofe  gifts,  given  him  at  the  time  of  his 
Saptifm ,  when  the  Spirit  relied  on  him  ;  and  quefti- 
onlefs  are  far  exceeded  by  thofe  gifts  bellowed  on 
him,  when  he  afeended  to  the  right  Hand  of  God. 

A  fecond  thing  requifite  unto  the  MediatorlyOffice 
of  Chrill,  was  the  confent  of  the  Father . 

There  was  a  neceffity  of  his  approbation  ;  that 
the  Mediator  might  have  authority  to  difeharge  his 
Office.  There  could  be  no  redemption  without  the  con¬ 
fent  of  him,  whofe  prifoners  we  are  ,*  and  altho?  the 
fufferings  of  Chrill  were  in  their  own  nature,  a  valua¬ 
ble  confederation  for  our  redemption ;  yet  there  could 
not  be  fatisfa&ion  without  the  confent  of  God.  God 
might  not  be  impofed  on,  nor  any  fatisfa&ion  obtrud¬ 
ed  upon  him  without  his  confent.  The  Office  of 
Mediators  it  implies  authority  oyer  man,  lb  it  im- 
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pi  ies  fubjecftion  and  fubordination  to  God :  and  accord¬ 
ingly  in  this  work  Chrift  is  God’s  Servant ,  Ifai.  42.  1. 
j "Beheld  my  fervant  whom  I  uphold.  And  the  Scripture 
does  give  in  abundant  evidence,  that  the  Father  did 
confent  to  this  undertaking  of  Chrift’s.  Fie  is  called 
God’s  Eledt,  Ifai.  42.  1.  Mine  Elett,  in  whom  my  foul 
delighteth.  Fie  was  chofen  by  God  to  this  work  :  fo 
he  is  faid  to  be  foreordained,  1  Ret.  1.  20.  Chrift  did  - 
not  intrude  into  this  Office,  but  was  called  of  God. 
Heb.  5.  5, 6.  When  he  came  into  the  world  he  was 
fent  of  God ,  Joh.  5.  37.  He  came  with  a  commiffion y 
and  it  was  under  God’s  hand  and  feal,]oh.6.z'j-  God 
has  confirmed  Chrift  in  his  Office  by  an  oath,  Pfal.no. 

4.  j Vhe  Lord  hath  fworn ,  and  will  not  repent,  thou  art 
a  c. Rrieftfor  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchizedek. 

The  third  thing  requifite  to  the  Mediatorly  Office 
of  Chrift,  was  his  own  confent. 

It  was  not  meet  that  fuch  an  Office  fhould  be  for¬ 
ced  upon  him  :  that  it  fhould  be  put  upon  him-  to  die 
for  finners,  without  his  own  choice  :  And  that  if  we 
confider,  the  innocency  and  excellency  of  his  Perfon. 
But  he  did  freely  confent  to  take  this  task  upon  him  : 
His  will  as  he  is  God,  is  the  fame  with  the  Fathers  : 
And  as  manhz  clofed  with  it;  he  voluntarily  under¬ 
took  this  work  of  ^redeeming  and  faving  finners.  Heb. 
10.  6.  l*hen  faid  I,  lo  I  come  (in  the  volume  of  the  book 
it  is  written  of  me )  to  do  thy  will  O  God.  Gal.  2.  20. 
He  loved  me ,  and  gave  himfelffor  me.  Joh.  10. 18.  No 
man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  my  felf 

The  confent  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  is  repre- 
fented  to  us  in  Scripture,  after  the  manner  of  a  Cove¬ 
nant,  called  by  Divines  the  Covenant  of  Redemption : 
In  which  tranfaeftion  we  may  take  notice  of  thefe  five 
- Articles . 

r.  The  Father  promifed  to  fit  the  Son  for  the  work 
of  redemption ,  by  preparing  an  humane  nature  ;  that 
fo  he  might  be  capable  of  working  out  our  redempti¬ 
on,  Heb.  10.  5.  A  body  haft  thou  prepared  me.  His 
Sianifeftationiuthe  flefh  was  preordained,  1  PcLLi20- 
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2.  The  Son  covenanted  to  anfwer  the  law  for  us  ; 
that  he  would  fuffer  for  our  fins,  and  work  out  righ- 
teoufnefs  for  us.  Mat.  22.  28.  "The  Son  of  man  came  to 
give  his  life  a  ranfome  for  many.  Joh.  10. 18.  I  have 
power  to  lay  down  my  life,  and  power  to  take  it  again , 
this  commandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father. 

3 .  The  Father  covenanted  to  accept  the  obedience  and 
fufferings  ofjefus  Chrifi  for  the  Elebl that  their  debt 
ihould  be  remitted  unto  them,  and  they  laved  there¬ 
by.  Ifai.  49.  6.  It  is  a  light  thing  that  thou  Jhouldft 
he  my  fervant,  to  raife  up  the  tribe  of  Jacob,  and  to 
ref  ore  the  preferved  cf  Ifrael ;  I  will  alfo  give  thee  to 
he  a  light  unto  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayfl  be  my  fa l - 
vation  to  the  end  of  the  earth.  Ifai.  53. 10,11,12 .When 
Joe  foall  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  he  ft  all  fee 
Ms  feed, ^fc. 

4.  The  Father  covenanted  to  invefi  him  with  full 
authority  to  accomplift)  the  falvation  of  his  redeemed 
ones,  and  apply  to  them  the  benefits  of  his  death  :  and 
in  order  unto  this  to  advance  his  humane  nature  un¬ 
to  higheft  dignity  and  glory,  joh.  17.  2.  Jhou  haft 
given  him  power  over  all  flefio,  that  he  may  give  eter¬ 
nal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  given  him.  Eph.  1.22. 
He  hath  put  all  things  under  his  feet,  andgavn  him  to  be 
head  over  all  things  to  the  Church. 

5.  The  Son  covenanted  fully  to  accompli fio  the  falva¬ 
tion  of  all  the  Eleffi.  Joh.  tf.  39*  is  the  will  of 
the  Father  that  fent  me,  that  of  all  that  he  hath  given 
me, I Jbould  lofe  nothing, but  raife  it  up  again  at  the  l aft 
day.  Thefe  things  were  agreed  to  between  the  Fa¬ 
ther  and  the  Son. 

The  fifth  Fropofition  for  the  clearing  thisArgument 
is,  ‘That  Chriffs  work  as  Mediator,  was  not  to  reft  ore 
Man  to  his  former  condition,  but  to  bring  him  to  Sal¬ 
vation.  Our  primitive  eftate  in  Hdam  was  an  eitate 
ofinnocency;  we  were  habitually  holy,  without  any 
offence,  probationers  for  glory,  neither  in  an  eftate  of 
condemnation,  nor  in  an  eftate  of  juftificat.on.  And 
God  if  he  had  fo  picked  might  have  appointedChrift 


Chap.  IIL  in  the  Right eoufnefs  o/Christ.  4i 

to  have  reftored  us  to  our  primitive  condition  ;  to  have 
fet  us  free  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  fill,  and  fo 
might  put  us  upon  it  to-  have  wrought  for  our  own 
blelfednefs  again,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  former 
covenant:  but  Chrift  was  appointed  to  bring  us  into 
an  ellate  of  purification  and  falvation.  Jefus  Chrift 
had  his  Authority  bellowed  upon  him  to  bring  us  to 
life.  Joh.17.2.  T'hbu  haft  given  him power  over  allflejb, 
that  he  ftjouldgive  eternal  life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  given 
him.  Accordingly, Chrift  has  done  more  for  our  blelfed- 
nefs  xdcmxAdam  was  to  do.  Adam  was  to  bring  u$  out  of 
an  eftate  of  innocency  into  an  eftate  of  j unification : 
but  Chrift  has  brought  us  out  of  a  guilty  eftate  into 
an  eftate  of  juftification.  Yea,  Chrift  has  done  more 
for  our  bleffednefs,  than  Adam  did  for  our  ruine. 
Adam  brought  us  from  innocency  to  mifery,  butChrift 
has  brought  us^  from  mifery  not  back  again  to  innocen¬ 
cy,  but  to  blefiednefs.  In  this  refpecft  that  Salvation 
that  Chrift  has  wrought  is  more  eminent  and  remarka¬ 
ble  than  that  deftruffion  that  Adam  wrought.  And 
for  the  purchafmg  of  this,  there  was  more  required , 
than  for  the  reftitution  of  us  to  our  primitive  conditi¬ 
on  :  The  fufferings  of  Chrift  were  fufficient  to  procure 
our reftitr^ion  unto  innocency;  but  there  was  a  ne- 
cefiity  of  the  affive  obedience  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  bring 
us  into  an  eftate  of  blefiednefs.  Chrift's  acftive  obe¬ 
dience  was  neceftary  for  us  as  well  as  his  paflive  ;  and 
this  was  one  reafon  why  it  was  requifite  that  Chrift 
fhould  continue  fo  long  upon  earth,  that  by  a  courfe  of 
obedience  for  many  years  he  might  purchafe  eternal  life 
for  us.  The  influence  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  into' 
our  juftification  was  typified  by  the  Sacrifices  ;  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  acftive  obedience  of  Chrift  into  our 
juftification  was  typified  by  the  white  Garments  of  the 
Priells,  and  the  beautif  ul  Garments  of  the  High  Prieft. 
Our  juftification  is  compared  to  the  putting  on  'of  white 
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million  as  well  as  of  commiffion:  and  if  our  fins  of  o- 
mifiion  were  fatisfied  for,  it  is  all  one  as  if  we  had  per¬ 
formed  the  duty  :  But  that  is  a  miftake,  we  can’t  be 
juftified  except  obedience  be  performed.  Gal.  3.  12. 
The  man  that  doth  them  fall  live  in  them.  Suffering 
is  the  fulfilling  of  the  threatning, not  of  the  command  : 
meer  buffering  has  fatisfacfiion  but  no  merit  in  it  :  fuf- 
fering  for  fins  of  omiilion  only  removes  the  guilt  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  omifiion :  fuffering  for  fins  of  omifiion, 
puts  us  into  fuch  a  condition  as  if  the  duty  had  not  been 
omitted ;  but  not  into  fuch  a  condition,  as  if  it  had  been 
performed :  into  fuch  a  condition  as  Adam  was  in ;  not 
fuch  as  Believers  are  in.  In  a  fin  of  omifiion  there 
are  two  things  to  be  obferved  ;  a  neglect  of  duty  to¬ 
wards  God,  which  is  to  be  punifhed  ;  and  a  neglect 
of  the  condition  of  life  ;  which  condition  muft  be  at¬ 
tended  before  life  be  bellowed.  The  forgiving  an 
omifiion  may  be,  where  the  duty  is  Hill  expected 
If  a  man  fail  of  paying  Money  at  the  day,  his  omifiion 
may  be  forgiven,  and  yet  the  money  may  be  expected. 

The  fixth  cPropofition  for  the  clearing  of  the  Ar¬ 
gument  is,  That  Jefus  Chrifi  has  fulfilled  the  right  e- 
oufnefs  of  the  Law.  •  He  has  anfwered  all  the  demands 
and  challenges  of  the  Law  :  what  the  Law  could  chal¬ 
lenge  from  us  has  been  accompli  fed  by  and  upon  Chrifi . 

Firll,  CHRIST  has  fulfilled  Obedience  unto  the  com¬ 
mands  of  the  Law.  jefus  Chrift  lived  a.  life  of  fpot- 
lefs  holinefs  and  integrity  :  obedient  in  all  things 
unto  the  command  of  God,  Joh.  i7>  4*  I  have  glovijied 
thee  on  earth ,  I  have  finifed  the  work  tie  at  thou  gavefi 
me  to  do.  1  Pet.  2.22.  Who  did  no  fin y  neither  was  guile 
found  in  his  mouth.  He  lived  in  a  perfect  and  abfo- 
lute  conformity  to  the  Law  of  God  all  the  days  ofhis 
life  ^  and  therefore  he  is  laid  to  k.nownofiny 2  Gor.^.2r. 
Concerning  this  acfiive  obedience  of  Chrifi,  I  ihall 
here  only  obferve  thefe  two  things  . 

1  That  he  did  all  the  common  dunes  oj  the  Law , 
find  fuch  particular  duties  as  were  proper  to  the  Relar • 


43 


Chap.  III.  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Christ. 

tlon  that  he  fuftained.  He  did  not  fuftain  all  -Relati¬ 
ons^  as  Husband  and  bP  aren't  sb  and  therefore  the  dir¬ 
ties  peculiar  to  fuch  relations  were  not  requir’d  of 
him  nor  performed  by  him.  Neither  was  there  any 
need  that  he  fliould  Hand  in  all  relations.,  and  fulfil 
the  work  required  of  all.  Some  give  that  reafon  why 
ChriR  was  in  this  or  that  Condition,  that  it  was  to 
fandtify  thole  conditions  to  his  People,  and  by  that 
reafon  he  had  need  have  been  in  all  conditions,  that 
the  like  might  be  fandlified  to  his  people.  But  it  was 
fufficient  that  ChriR  fulfilled  the  whole  Law,  as  it 
was  required  of  one  in  his  Ration  ;  and  that  is  e- 
hough  to  anfwer  for  the  Eledt,  whatever  relation  or 
condition,  they /are  in, 

2.  CHRIST  did  obey  not  only  moral  commands ,  but 
alfo  fubj  effect  himfelf  to  the  commands  of  inftituted  Wor¬ 
ship-  And  as  he  was  circwncifed  in  his  infancy*  fo 
when  he  was  adult,  he  was  baptized ,  and  gives  that 
reafon  of  it,  becaule  it  became  him  to  fulfil  all  rig/\ 
teoufnefSy  Mat.  3.  15.  So  ChriR  partook  of  the  Lord's 
Supper ,  Mat.  2 6.  29,  Some  think  that  the  reafon  why 
ChriR  was  Baptized,  was  that  he  might  thereby  fiiew 
his  approbation  of  John's  Baptifm.  But  that  might 
have  been  done  by  his  Word ;  and  I  can’t  think  that 
ChriR  would  ufea  fignificant  ceremony,  if  the  fignifb 
cation  nad  not  at  all  belonged  to  him  :  neither  would 
hyperform  an  adt  of  Worlhip  that  was  not  proper  for 
him,  only  to  fhew  his  approbation.  Another  reafon 
that  is  given,  is,  that  it  was  to  fanffify  our  hBaptifn: 
but  their  Baptifm  was  fandfified  that  were  Baptized 
before  :  befides  it  is  not  the  example  but  the  inftitu - 
lion  of  ChriR  that  fandlifies  our  Baptifm.  Another 
Teafon ,  that  he  %vas  hereby  inaugurated  and  conlecrated 
to  his  Office.  But  there  is  nothing  leads  to  that  ,*  he 
was  folemnly  confecrated  immediately  after.  This 
Ordinance  has  no  fuch  fignification  ;  but  the  reafon  of 

was,  becaufe  fm  was  imputed  to  him  ;  and  as  this 
Ordinance  feals  up  to  us  deliverance  from  fin  through 
ViriRs  Blood,  fo  it  feaied  up  to  him  deliverance  from 
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,  the  guilt  of  fin  through  his  own  Slood.  Through  the 
lhedding  of  his  Shod  he  Was  juftified,  i  Tim.  3.  16. 
And  this  was  a  Seal  to  his  Faith,  and  fin  imputed  was 
Sacra  mentally  done  away  hereby  :  The  like  may  b* 
faid  of  his  partaking  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Secondly,  Christ  Jesus  has  like-wife  horn  the  pe¬ 
nalty  of  the  Law.  The  Death  of  Jefus  Chrift  w as  a 
legal  Death,  it  was  the  execution  of  the  Law.  The 
putting  of  Chrift  to  Death  was  an  act  of  vindictive 
Juftice  ;  it  was  a  fruit  of  the  wrath  of  God :  This  is 
evident,  becaufe  he  is  faid  to  he  made  a  curfe  for  us. 
The  curfe  is  the  condemning  fentence  and  execration 
'of  the  Law,  Gal.  3.13.  This  the  Apoflle  proves  from 
CDeut.  21.  22,23.  That  Law  was  a  ceremonial  Law, 
•whereby  they  that  were  hanged  on  a  Tree  were  cere¬ 
monially  accurfed,  to  typify  the  accurfed  Death  of  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift  This  typical  reafon  excepted,  there  is  no 
rtafon  why  this  fort  of  Death  ikould  fallen  a  Curfe  on 
a  perlon  more  than  any  other  legal  Deatn :  This  Law 
makes  the  man  that  was  hanged  a  ceremonial  cur  e,to 
typifie  Chrift’s  having  the.  moral  curfe  Again,  it  is 
clear,  becaufe  God  punilhed  Chrift  with  Death  for  Sin; 
and  God  does  not  puniih  Sin,  but  by  the  Law. .  The 
Death  of  Chrift  was  on  the  account  of  Sin,  Ilai.  53.  <r. 
The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  oj  us  all. 
1  Cor.  15.  3.  Chrift  died  for  cur  fins  according  to  the 

Scriptures. 

Several  Things  are  here  Objected; 

Ac  1  THAT  Chrift  did  not  fuffer  fpiritual  death 

i„%,  ifhffhe  LgeofaU  ,  -Aid,  is  a  fan 

of  the  penalty  of  the  Law. 

J  Anr  Christ  bore  the  ejfential  parts  of  the  curfe 
not  all  the  accidental.  There  be  many  circumftantial 
mrtsof  the  Curfe  wherein  there  may  be  great  variety ; 
?o  one  Reprobate  does  not  bear  all  the  pains,  difeafes 
and  afflictions  that  others  do  j  fome  Reprobates  lhall 
~T  endure  bodily  death,  as  they  which  are  alive  at 
the  coming  of  Chnft :  So  Chrift  did  fuffer  lome  lorrows 
gt  Speotar,  which  indeed  there  wacno  ssbfo. 


HI  I  At  « 


Chap*  IIL  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Cn  rist,  45 

lute  neceflity  of  them  from  the  moral  Law :  as  he  fuf* 
fered  a  legal  Death  from  men*  died  as  a  Malefactor* 
with  many  aggravating  circumftances :  there  was  no 
need  that  Chrift  fhould  luffer  the  fame  in  fpeciewith 
reprobates*  it  was  fufficient  that  he  buffered  the  fame 
in  pondere .  The  death  of  the  Soul  in  fin  flows  not 
from  the  curfe  abfolutely  confidered*  but  from  the 
difpofition  of  the  patient  :  it  is  a  punifhment  fit  for 
Sinners*  but  not  for  a  Mediator. 

2.  ObjeCt.  CHRIST*  did  not  fuffer  the  torments  of 
Hell,  which  dre  a  principal  part  of  the  curfe . 

Anfi  HE  did  not  fuffer  in  Helly  but  he  fuffered  the 
fame  for  fub fiance  with  them  that  are  there.  As  for 
the  bodily  punifliments  of  Chrift*  they  were  very 
great ;  but  he  bare  the  punifhment  of  Hell  in  his  SouL 
He  bore  the  lofs  of  the  comfort  able  fruition  of  God* 
Mat.  27.  4 6.  And  he  had  the  doleful  fenfe  of  the 
wrath  of  God  on  his  heart.  This  is  held  out*  PfaL 
no.  7.  He  fi all  drink  of  the  brook  in  the  way.  And 
as  we  have  peace  of  Confcience  through  imputed 
Righteoufnefs*  fo  he  had  torment  of  Confcience  from 
imputed  Sin.  What  was  it  elfe  that  he  conflicted  with 
in  his  agony  ?  was  it  only  the  fears  of  temporal  death 9 
which  many  Martyrs  have  born  with  triumph  ?  He 
grapled  with  the  wrath  of  Gody  that  made  him fweat 
drops  of  blood. 

_  3*  ObjeCt.  C  HR  1ST *  did  not  fuffer  eternal  T)eathy 
and  the  eternity  of  the  punifhment  is  the  great  aggrava¬ 
tion. 

■Anf  ;T  1  s  true*  he  fuffered  but  a  few  years*and  the 
extremity  of  his  punifhment  was  but  fora  few  Hours* 
becaufe  the  infinite  dignity  of  his  R  erf  on,  made  hisfijort 
fuffe rings  equivalent  to  the  everlafiing  punifioment  of  the 
damned.  For  an  infinite  Perfon  to  fuffer  a  temporal 
punifhment*  is  as  much  as  for  a  finite  perfon  to  fuftea: 
an  eternal  punifhment.  It  may  be  as  fevere  J  office 
to  punifti  Chrift  with  the  like  pains  for  a  few  hours* 
as  to  punifh  a  damned  man  with  them  for  even  A  left 
quantity  of  Gold  equals  a  greater  quantity  of  filven 
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It  feems  to  be  as  great  a  teftimony  of  the  holinefs  of 
God,  and  a  vindication  of  the  honour  of  his  Law,  to 
punifh  his  dear  Son  with  a  temporal,  as  Sinners  with 
eternal  punifoment.  _ 

The  feventh  thing  to  be  confidered  is,  That  Chrifi 
performed  the  righteoufncfs  tf  the  Law  for  us  :  it  was 
performed  on  our  account ,  that  we  might  be  jufiified 
thereby. 

i.  THE  aflive  Obedience  of  Chrifi  was  performed 
upon  our  account.  Whatever  was  done  that  way,  jw'as 
done  by  him  as  our  Mediator  and  Reprefentative. 
Rom.  5. 14.  Ty  the  obedience  of  one  many- are  made  righ¬ 
teous.  And  thrift’s  Righteoufnefs  as  diftincft  from  his 
Sufferings  is  fpoken  of  as  a  ground  of  faith, ijoh.2.1,2. 
We  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father ,  Jefus  Chrifi 
the  righteous,  who  dlfo  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins. 
So  in  Dan.  9.  24.  The  bringing  in  of  everlafting  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  ;  is  fpoken  of  as  a  diftiuct  thing  from  fi mill¬ 
ing  trapfgreffion,  and  making  an  end  of  fin  :  which 
are  benefits  to  come  by  the  Meffiah.  Neither  does  it 
any.  ways  prejudice  this  truth,  thatChrift  owed  Obe¬ 
dience  unto  God  as  he  was  man,  it  being  ellential  to 
man  to  owe  obedience  to  his  Creator  :  for  Adam’s 
Obedience  was  a  natural  debt,  yet  if  he  had  obeyed,, 
all  his  Pofterity  would  have  lived.  And  tho’  Chrift 
himfelf  were  rewarded  for  his  obedience  and  buffer¬ 
ings,  fas  is  held  forth,  ‘Phil.  2.  7,8,9,10.)  that  hinders 
tiot  its  ufefulnefs  for  us.  The  primary  dehgn  of  it 
was  to  accomplilh  our  Salvation  :  which  hinders  not 
but  that  God  might  give  fome  fignal  teftimony  of  his 
acceptance  of  the  love  and  lervice  ot  Chrift,  by  te- 
compenfing  him  for  the  fame. 

\  THE  Sufferings  of  Jefus  Chrifi  were  alfo  upon  our 
account  And  indeed  there  can  no  other  account  be 
given  of  thefe  Sufferings,  no  other  reafon  but  this  can 
be  affiened  of  them.  HisSufterings  were  exceeding 
great  as  appears  by  his  being  afflufted  before-hand 
about  it  by  his  heavinefs  and  amazement,  by  his 
prayers,  by  his  fyreating  drops  of  blood ;  and  no^  fa- 
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tisfacftory  reafon  can  be  given  of  the  fe.  Sufferings,  but 
only  that  he  bore  our  Curie.  It  was  not  for  any  per- 
final Jin ,  for  he  had  none ,  Heb.  7.  2 6.  It  was  not  to. 
prevent  any  fin.  God  fometimes  brings  afflictions  on 
his  people  to  prevent  their  finning,  2  Cor.  12. 7.  But 
there  was  no  danger  of  Chriffs  finning  ;  his  nature 
was  not  tainted,  and  the  union  of  the  divine  nature 
with  the  humane  was  a  fufficient  fecurity  :  it  was  not 
meerly  in  a  way  oj  tryal ,  to  try  the  patience  and  faith 
of  Chrift  ;  the  Scripture  gives  in  no  evidence  of  that. 
Neither  was  it  principally  to  give  us  an  example  of 
patience ;  but  he  buffered  to  make  an  atonement  for  us3 
and  reconcile  us  to  God.  The  Scripture  reprefents  the 
Sufferings  of  Chrift  under  a  threefold  Conlideration,all 
fervingto  clear  up  this  point. 

r.  It  is  represented  as  a  price  of  Redemption,  Mat- 
20.  28.  I' he  Son  of  man  came  to  give  hislije  a  ranfom 
for  many.  Rev.  5.9.  hfloou  waft  Jlain ,  and  hafi  re¬ 
deemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood. 

A  Second  Coniideration  is  of  a  Sacrifice,  The  fins 
of  the  people  were  typically  laid  upon  the  facrificc9 
and  then  it  was  flain  ;  fo  Chrift  was  facrificed  for  us, 
Eph.  5.2.  Chrifi  hath  given  himfelf  for  us ,  an  offer¬ 
ing  and  a  Sacrifice  to  God  oj'  a  fweet  fmelling  favour: 
1  Cor.  5.  7 .  Chrifi  our  Pajfover  is  facrificed  for  its. 
The  fruit  of  this  is  Reconciliation.  L 
A  Third  Confideration  of  them,  is,  if  hey  areaPu - 
mfijment.  Jefus  Chrift  took  upon  him  the  guilt  of 
our  fins,  that  is,  our  obligation  to  punifhment.  The 
demerit -of  fin,  whereby  the  finner  deferves  punifh- 
ment,  was  not  tranflated  to  him,  as  the  merit  of  his 
righteoufnefs  is  not  tranflated  to  us,  but  the  title  to 
blefiednefs  arifing  therefrom  :  fo  Chrift  took  upon 
himfelf  our  obligation  to  punifhment,  and  according¬ 
ly  God  infliefted  the  punifhment  of  our  fins  upop 
him.  Chrift  was  legally  guilty  of  our  fin,  and  God 
punched  him.  1  Pet.  2/24.  lie  bare  our  fins  in  his 
own  body  upon  the  tree.  Ifai.  53.4.  Surely  he  hath  born 
cur  griefs ,  and  carried  .  our  for  rows.  Rom.  4.  25.  He 
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was  delivered  for  our  offences.  And  here  we  may  take 
notice  of  a  great  difference  between  the  firfi  and  fe- 
cond  Adam.  The  firfb  Adam  brought  the  guilt  of  one 
fin  upon  us,  but  Jefus  Chrift  takes  away  the  guilt,  not 
only  of  that,  but  of  our  innumerable  perfonal  Tranf 
grejjicns .  And  this  the  Apoftle  minds,  Rorrt.  5.  1 6*. 
And  not  as  i  t  was  by  one  that  fumed ,  fo  is  the  gift, for 
the  Judgment  was  by  one  to  condemnation  ;  but  the  free 
gift  is  of  many  offences  to  juftift cation.  The  firft  fin 
that  man  is  guilty  of  lays  him  open  unto  death,  and 
his  after  fins  do  multiply  his  obligations  unto  death, 
but  do  not  expofe  him  unto  fo  many  fever al  deaths  ; 
yet  they  do  expole  him  unto  a  forer  and  greater  de¬ 
gree  of  eternal  death.  Where  there  are  feveral  fins 
meeting  in  the  fame  perfon,  they  are  to  be  punifhed 
with  an  aggravated  death  :  for  every  fin  muft  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  in  the  day  of  Judgment,!?^/.  12. 14.  And 
therefore  Chrift  that  he  might  procure  a  remifiion  of 
all  our  fins,  bore  a  punifhment  proportionable  to  them 
all.  Ifai.  53. 5.  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranf greffions . 
What  he  redeemed  us  from,  that  he  endured  himfelf. 
Gab  3.13.  only  it  muft  be  remembred  that  by  realon 
of  the  dignity  of  his  perfon,  that  forrow  which  he 
endured,  was  a  greater  meafure  of  punifhment,  than  it 
would  have  been  in  us. 

The  Eighth  thing  to  be  confidered,  is.  That  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrifi  is  fufficicnt  for  the  Elehl 
of  God  in  all  Ages.  He  has  an  everlafting  Priefthood, 
and  the  vertue  of  his  Sacrifice  does  continue  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end  of  the  World:  therefore  he  is 
faid  to  bring  in  everlafting  Righteoufnefs ,  Dan.  9.  24. 

His  Righteoufnefs  was  efficacious  for  the  Ages  be - 
fore  his  coming.  Though  it  was  not  then  actually 
wrought  out  in  former  Generations,  this  Righteouf. 
nefs  w7as  available  for  Juftifi cation.  As  a  man  may 
be  difeharged  of  a  Debt  becaufe  of  the  Bond  of  his 
Surety,  before  the  money  is  paid.  So  Chrift  wa s 
preached  as  the  way  of  Salvation  from  the  very  fall  of 
Adam,  Gen.  3. 15.  The  feed  of  the  woman  fall  bruife 
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the  ferpents  head.  The  way  that  the-  ‘Patriarchs  were 
juftitied,  was  by  Faith  in  Chrift,  Rom. 4.3-  Hence  they 
are  faid  to  befaved  by  Grace,  Aft.  15.  11.  The  Co¬ 
venant  which  was  made  with  Abraham,  was  made  in 
confideration  of  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  Gal.  3. 
17  'The  covenant  that  was  confirmed  before  by  God  in 
Chrift.  Chrift  was  aftually  11  am  after  the  World  had 
ftood  about  four  thoufand  years  :  but  he  was  reckon- 
cd  as  /lain  from  the  foundation  oj  the  world,  Rev,  13.8, 
The  vertue  of  his  Blood  reached  Unto  the  fhft  Ages 
of  the  World.  That  is  implied,  Heb.  9.  25 ,.26.  Nor 
yet  that  he  Jhould  offer  himfelf  often ,  as  the  high  prtefi 
entereth  every  year  into  the  holy  place  wit h  the  blooc*  of 
others ,  for  then  mufl  he  often  have  fuffered  fince  the 
foundation  of  the  world  ;  hut  now  once  in  the  end  of  the 
world  hath  he  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  f aerifies 
of  himfelf  Hence  there  was  through  him  remiffion 

of  the  fins  that  were  pafi,  Rom.  3.  25*  ^ r 

the  redemption  of  tranigreftions  that  were  under  the 
firfi  L’e figment,  Heb.  9.  15.  The  megns  of  the  Salva¬ 
tion  of  the  Fathers  was  accomplished  in  the  days  01 
the  Gofbel.  They  were  fayed  before,  but  the  price 
of  this  Salvation  was  payed  when  Chrift  died  :  that  is 
intended  by  that  expreifion,  Heb.  11.40.  God  having 
provided  fome  better  thing  for  us,  that  they  without  us 
Jhould  not  be  made  perfefl. 

His  Righteoufnefs  is  aifo  efficacious  for  all  -Ages 
after  his  coming.  Chrift  payed  for  the  Salvation  of 
thofe  Generations  that  were  not  born  then.  He  fatisj 
fied  for  fins  that  were  not  then  committed  :  for  Goa 
has  appointed  the  Gofpel  to  be  Preached  to  the  end 
of  the  World,  Mat.  28.  19,20.  Yea,  Chrift  appointed 
that  his  Death  fhould  be  ftiewed  forth  in  me  Lord  s 
Supper,  unto  the  day  of  j  udgment,  1  Cor.  11.26.  In 
the  Redemption  of  Chrift,  God  ftiewed  Grace  to  the 
ages  to  come,  Eph.  2. 7.  There  will  be  fome  laved  by 
Chrift  in  all  Ages  to  the  end  of  the  World,  Eph. 30  r. 
The*  Saints  wider  sdntichrifi  are  faid  to  be  ledeeine 

by  Chrift,  Rev.  14.  Th^ 
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Tre  rcafion  of  this  everlafting  efficacy  of  ChrifPs 
Righteoufnefs,  is  from  God's  Acceptance.  God  might 
accept  it  as  well  before  it  was  wrought  out  as  after. 
And  it  was  as  eafy  for  Chrift  to  redeem  millions  of 
mfcn  as  one.  Chrift  being  a  Surety,  the  fame'  righte- 
oufnefs  that  will  ferve  for  one  will  ferve  for  all.  As 
it  is  with  the  fin  of  Adam,  it  is  as  fufficient  to  con¬ 
demn  millions  as  one.  And  if  Chrift  had  been  to  re¬ 
deem  many  more  he  needed  not  to  have  done  or  fuf 
fered  any  thing  more.  What  is  done  by  the  reprefen- 
tative  is  reckoned  to  all  them  whom  he  repreients. 

The  laft  * Proportion  for  the  clearing  of  the  Argil-/ 
ment,  is,  T’ha.t  Chrift  has  fo  purchafed  Salvation, that 
the  Elect  cannot  fail  cf  it.  ; 

And  herein  lies  one  great  difference  between  the 
firft  Adam  and  the  fecond )  though  the  firft  Adam  made 
us  heirs  of  Death,  yet  there  is  a  poflibility  of  our  eft 
caping  Deftrudtion  ;  but  the  fecond  Adam  has  fo  made 
us  heirs  of  Life,  as  that  it  is  impoftible  that  the  Hledt 
ihonld  mifs  thereof.  That  js  intended,  Rom.  5.  17. 
If  by  one  mans  offence  death  reigned  by  one ,  much  more 
they  that  receive  abundance  cf  grace,  and  cf  the  gift  of 
righteoufnefs,  fa  all  reign  in  life  by  one  Jefus  Chrift. 
Cnriffs  pnrehafe  gives  us  fuch  a  title  to  Salvation  as 
that  there  can  be  no  failure  of  it,  2  THef  \z.  10.  Gcd 


Jo  as  given  us  everlafting  confolation  andgoodahopc  through 
grace.  The  rcafon  of  the  difference  is,  becaufe  there 
was  an  exception  in  the  Lawr,  that  we  muff  die  except 
our  Surety  died  for  us.  But  the  promife  of  eternal 
life  which  Chrift  has  purchafed,  does  admit  of  no  ex¬ 
ception.  Pfal.72.17.  Men  ftoall  be  blejfcd  in  him.  A 
cording  to  that  promife  to Jacob,  all  the  Families  of 
the  earth  fhould  be  bleiled  in  hisSeed;  and  the  promife 
piade  unto  Believers  does  admit  of  no  exception. 
There  are  -many  promifes  that  have  a  limited  inter¬ 
pretation;  feme  are  indefinite, and  fome  are  conditional, 
but  this  promife  is  abfolute  and  uniherfal.  Joh,  3.  16. 
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Before  I  leave  this  Argument,  it  is  needful  to  ant 
fcver  one  Objection ;  which  is  this  ; 

IF  thrift's  Righteoufnefs  be  that  which  the  Law  re¬ 
quires  of  us,  then  God  would  deal  with  thofe  that  have 
an  intereft  in  that ,  as  he  would  have  done  if  they  had 
performed  that  righteoufnefs  themf elves  ;  as  he  would 
■have  done  if  Adam  had  kept  the  Covenant  of  Works : 
but  he  don't  do  thus.  I* he  promife  in  the  Covenant  of 
Works  is  life,  which  includes  all  manner  of  felicity ;  but 
Relievers  are  far  port  of  felicity,  they  have  much  fin 
remaining  in  them,  are  left  to  fall  into  many  fins  ;  they 
are  liable  to  very  fore  and  dreadful  afflictions,  and  to 
Death  :  I’he  promife  of  the  Law  is  not  fulfilled  to 
them ,  therefore  it  feetns  they  have  not  the  righteoufi 
nets  of  the  Law. 

Anf.  i.  cjTHJESE  forrows  do  not  come  upon  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  God  for  want  of  a  peifeCl  righteoufnefs,  or  for 
■ want  of  compleat  fatisf aCtion.  And  this  is  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  it,  becaufe  thefe  forrows  do  not  come  in  a 
way  of  vindicative  juftice  or  vengeance  ;  though  they 
are  for  the  matter  of  them,  the  fame  with  the  curfes 
of  the  Law,yet  not  for  the  manner.  They  do  not  come 
to  fatisfy  God  for  Sin.  Thofe  Saints  that  have  the  molt 
1  in  have  not  always  the  molt  forrow.  To  be  left  un¬ 
to  fin  is  not  a  curfe  to  the  people  of  God.  Hezekiah 
was  left  to  fin  in  mercy.  2  Chron.  32.51.  It  was  that 
Toe  might  know  what  is  in  his  heart .  And  fo  their 

Afflictions,  Rev.  3.  19.  Whom  I  love ,  I  rebuke  and 
cloafien.  Jer.  24.  5.  I  have  fent  them  into  the  land  of 
the  Chaldeans  for  their  good.  Sin  opens  a  door 
afflictions,  but  God  brings  them  in  mercy.  All  the 
ways  of  the  Lord  are  mercy  and  truth  to  fuck  as  keep 
Tots  covenant  and  his  tcfiirnonies,  Pfal.  25.  10. 

'  2.  THOUGH Chrijl  has  fulfilled  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  Law  for  us,  yet  God  is  not  abfolutely  bound  to 
reward  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrijl  jujl  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  he  would  have  dene  the  righteoufnefs  of  Adam, 
Though  the  righteoufnefs  be  the  fame,  yet  there  may 
be  circumftantial  differences  in  the  reward.  Blexied- 
>  '  *  :  ,  ,  to  is 
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nefs  is  the  reward  of  righteoufnefs,  but  there  may  be 
forne  circumftantial  parts  of  the  reward  that  may 
differ  :  As  it  was  with  the  bufferings  of  thrift.  He 
buffered  not  in  all  things  the  lame  that  the  Eledfc 
fliould  have  done,  but  yet  he  buffered  as  much;  fo  it 
is  here,  thrift  has  purchafed  perfect  bleffednels  for 
us,  yet  he  has  not  fo  purchafed  it,  that  God  is  bound 
to  bring  us  prefently  and  at  once  into  the  pofleftion 
of  it.  thrift  has  purchafed  the  good  of  the  tovenant 
of  Works,  viz.  blellednefs  ;  to  be  difpenfed  to  us 
according  to  thetenour  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  viz.  to 
have  it  begun  here,  and  perfected  hereafter.  There¬ 
fore  he  is  called,  T he  mediator  of  the  new  covenant , 
Heb.  12.  24.  And  his  blood  is  called,  the  blood  of  the 
cverlafting  Covenant ,  Heb.  13.  20. 

3.  T'HERE  is  fpecial  reafon  alfo  why  God  Jhould 
not  wholly  deliver  his  people  from  fin  and  for  row  in  this 
world.  The  fpecial  reafon  why  he  leaves  them  to 
fin ,  is  to  take  occafton  thereby  for  the  magnifying  of 
his  pardoning  grace.  There  are  alfo  weighty  realons 
why  he  exercifes  his  People  here  with  many  forrows  ; 
in  particular,  that  he  may  vindicate  his  own  holinefs  ; 
and  that  he  may  carry  on  the  work  of  fancftification 
in  them,  in  a  way’fuitable  unto  the  nature  of  Man. 


CHAP.  IV. 


S fhe  fecond  Argument ,  from  the  ^Prophecies  and  Types 
of  the  Old  Tefi  ament.  <The  third  Argument ,  front 
GO  TPs  Love  in  giving  His  Son  to  dye  for  us.  T*he 
fourth  Argument ,  from  the  Exaltation  oj  C  HR  1ST ! 


Arg.  II.  has  foretold  in  the  Scriptures 

©  q  &  of  the  Old  and  New  Teft ament, that 
%  @  thrift  Jhould  bring  us  to  Salvation 

by  his  Righteoufnefs  ;  therefore  it 
is  fafe  appearing  before  God  in  it.  Goo 
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God  has  foretold  this  both  in  the  plain  Rrophe- 
des  that  he  gave  to  the  ancient  Church  ;  and  in  thofe 
'Types  that  he  gave  them,  wherein  this  Truth  was  re- 
prefented.*  \  # 

I.  It  was  foretold  in  the* Prophecies  of  the  Old 
Teftament .  God  by  degrees  did  reveal  much  of  the 
way  of  Salvation  unto  the  Church  of  Ifrael  ;  though 
it  fell  abundantly  fhort  of  thofe  manifeffations  which 
he  has  given  in  Gofpel  times  ;  yet  what  was  then 
made  known  ferves  as  a  great  confirmation  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gofpel.  And  I  fhall  not  infift,  on  fuch 
Prophecies  as  do  only  hold  forth  Salvation  by  Chrifi:* 
without  revealing  the  particular  way  of  it ;  as  where 
it  is  faid,  the  feed  cf  the  woman  pall  bruife  the  fer¬ 
ments  head  ;  that  in  him  all  the  Families  of  the  earth 
pould  be  blejfed  ;  that  he  pculd  be  a  light  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  and  Jalvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  :  though  I 
might  make  good  the  Argument  from  hence  ;  for 
our  condition  was  fuch,  that  Chrift  could  not  fave  us 
without  working  out  righteoufnefs  for  us :  But  I  fhall 
only  urge  fuch  \ Prophecies  as  do  hold  forth  Chriflfs 
faving  of  ' us  by  his  Righteoufnefs:  Of  which  there  are 
thefe  four  forts. 

1.  It  was  foretold  that  the  Church  pould  have  their 
righteoufnefs  from  Chrifi  ;  that  they  fhould  derive  their 
Juftification  from  him.  Ifai.  45.24.  Surely  pall  one  fay 3 
in  the  Lord  Jehovah  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength. 
Righteoufnefs  is  not  here  taken  for  holinefs,  or  the 
righteoufnefs  of  fan&ification,  but  the  righteoufnefs  of 
juftification.  The  Church  has  its  fan&ification  from 
him  by  the  imputation  of  his  righteoufnefs :  And  hence 
that  Name,  The  Lord  our  Righteoufnefs ,  is  given  to 
Chrifi:,  Jer .  23. 6.  And  the  fame  name  is  given  to  the  t 
Church,  Jer.  33.  id  both  of  them  in  remembrance 
that  the  Church  does  derive  her  Righteoufnefs  from 
Chrifi: :  Accordingly  Chrifi:  is  faid  to  bring  in  overlap* 
ing  righteoufnefs ,Dan,  9.  24. 

2.  It  was  foretold  that  Chrift  pould  die  for  our  fin f 
The  death  of  Chrifi:  was  not  only  foretold*  but  alfo  • 

.  '  ‘  upon 
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upon  what  account  it  fhould  he.  i  Cor.  15.  3.  Chrift 
died  for  our  Jins  according  to  the  Scriptures.  This  we 
have  at  large  fet  down  in  If  at.  53.  Where  we  may 
mind, 

(1.)  TV II AT*  he  fuffered ;  namely  death,  befides 
many  other  calamities.  He  was  brought  as  a  lamb  to 
the  /laughter,  yer.  7.  He  was  cut  off'  out  of  the  land  of 
the  living,  ver.8.  God  made  his foul  an  offering ,  ver.  10. 

(2.)  Upon  what  account  he  differed  :  The  Lord 
hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,ye> r.  6. 

("3. )  WHAT  benefit  redounds  to  us  by  his  differ- 
ings.  5By  his  knowledge ;  that  muff  not  be  underftood 
fubje&ively,  but  objectively,  by  the  knowledge  of 
him,  fall  my  righteous  fervant  juffify  many, for  he  Jlsall 
bear  their  iniquities . 

3.  It  was  foretold  that  Chrift  fliould  effe<ft  our 
Salvation,  by  doing  that  for  us,  that  facrifice  and  burnt 
offering  could  not  do.  Pfal.  40.  6,  7,  8.  Sacrifice  and 
Offering  thou  did (l  not  defire ,  but  mine  ears  hafi  thou  0- 
pened ,  &c.  Concerning  which  Scripture  you  may  ob- 
ferve  thefe  things, 

(1.)  That  the  thing  that  facrifices  could  not  effeft 
for  us,  was  our  Reconciliation.  There  was  fome  ima¬ 
gination  in  men,that  facrifices  fhould  make  their  peace; 
but  God  did  not  accept  them  upon  that  account. 

(2.)  When  he  fays,  mine  ears  hafi  thou  opened ,  he 
fpeaks  concerning  Chrift.  This  we  have  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Apoftlefor,  Heb.  10.  5. 

(3  J  By  this  phrafe  is  imported  the  Obedience  and 
Sufferings  of  Chrift.  ’Tis  thought  to  be  an  allufion 
to  the  cuftom  of  fervants,  in  having  their  ears  bor’d. 
The  Apoftle  therefore  to  the  Hebrews,  gives  thefenfe 
of  the  words,  a  body  haft  thou  prepared  me ;  that  is,  in 
order  to  the  doing  and  differing  of  the  Will  of  God. 

( 4  J  Th  a  t  hereby  he  effected  that  which  facrifices 
could  not.  Heb.  10.  9.  He  taketh  away  thefirft  that  he 
may  cftablijb  the  fecond. 

4.  It  was  foretold  that  Chrift  Jhould  rife  from  the 

dead  y  and  that  upon  that  account  there  k  great  ground 

of 
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of  hope  to  his  in  their  death.  That  we  have,Pfal.itf. 
5?,  io  My  flefb  alfo  Jhall  reft-  in  hope,  for  thou  wilt  not 
leave  tny  foul  in  hell,  neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thine  holy 
one  to  fee  corruption .  Where  mind, 

(i.)  That  the fe  latter  exprefiions  were  a  prophecy 
of  ChrilFs  fpeedy  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  Thus 
the  Apoftle  Reter  does  interpret  it.  Aft. 2^3.  He  fpake 
of  the  refurreEUon  of  Chrift ,  that  his  foul  was  not  left 
in  hell,  neither  his  jiefto  did  fee  corruption * 

( 2 .)  Th  a  t  this  was  a  ground  of  hope.  And  the  Re¬ 
furreftion  of  Chrift  is  principally  a  ground .  oi  hope, 
as  it  is  an  argument  and  evidence  that  Chrift  by  ni$ 
death  has  fatisfied  the  juftice  of  God  for  our  fins. 

II.  This  truth  was  alfo  foretold  in  the  Types  of 
the  Old  Teftament.  God  did  by  many  fhadows  and 
figures  teach  the  Church  of  Ifrael  this  truth.  A  type 
is  any  per f on,  a  Elion  or  thing, appointed  by  God  tofigmfy 
or  reprefent  fome  Gofpel  truths.  The  types  of  the  Old 
‘Teftament  were  inftituted  of  God  to  ftiadow  forth 
Chrift  J  efus.  They  were  a  ftjadow  of  things  to  come, but 
the  body  is  of  Chrift,  Col.  2.  17.  And  many  of  them 
did  particularly  reprefent  this  truth  of  our  Salvation 
by  the  Righteoufnels  of  Chrift.  Particularly, 

1.  The  Sacrifices  did  teach  this  truth.  The  offer¬ 
ing  up  of  facrifice  was  a  principal  part  of  the  infti¬ 
tuted  WorlhipofGod  of  old.  It  was  appointed  im- 
inediately  upon  the  Fall,  and  the  inftitution  thereof 
renewed  at  Mount  Sinai,  and  vindicated  from  many 
corruptions,  wherewith  man  had  depraved  them :  and 
although  there  were  fome  other  particular  intendment 
of  feme  of  them,  yet  the  general  end  of  them  all  was 
to  make  atonement,  and  procure  the  remifiion  of  fin, 
Lev.  1.  4.  The  defign  of  them  was  to  procure  the  re¬ 
mifiion  of  fin.  Without  ftjedding  of  blood  is  no  re?niffion% 
Heb.  9.  22.  And  therefore  it  was  their  manner  to  con- 
fefs  their  fins  when  they  brought  their  facrifice,^  Lev, 
5-5-  The  facrifice  was  J lain  inftead  of  the  firmer, 
Gen.  22.  13.  And  in  thole  lacrifices  God  is  laid  to 

£tne\l  a  favour  °f  reft ,  Gen.  8,  zu  The  offerings  are 
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often  called  a  fweet  favour.  And  thefe  facrifices  did 
Jhadow  forth  the  fat  isf aft  ion  that  J'efus  Chrift  was  to 
make  for  our  fins.  The  great  end  of  them  was  to 
lead  the  Church  into  a  dependence  upon  the  facrifice 
of  Chrift,  to  fhadow  forth  to  them  how  acceptable 
and  pleafing  that  would  be  unto  God.  Thefe  legal 
facrifices  could  not  make  real ,  but  only  typical  fat  is - 
faction  ;  they  were  not  a  proportionable  price  to 
ranfom  mens  fouls  by.  The  Apoftle  tells  us,  it  was 
wot  poffible  that  they  jhould  take  away  fins ,  Heb.10.4. 
The  defign  of  them  was  to  be  types  of  the  fatisfac! i  * 
on  that  was  to  be  made  by  the  death  of  Chrift.  In 
thofe  facrifices  were  fhadowed  forth  that  Chrift  Jefus 
was  to  be  put  to  death  :  For  the  facrifices  were  flain, 
that  he  was  to  be  flain  upon  the  account  of  our  fins  ; 
fo  the  facrifices  were  types,  that  he  was  to  fuffer  the 
wrath  of  God ;  as  the  facrifices  wer  t burnt  up  with  fire 
from  heaven ,  that  the  death  of  Chrift  was  an  effectual 
means  to  reconcile  us  unto  God.  That  thefe  facrifi¬ 
ces  were  types  of  Chrift  making  atonement,  is  clear, 
becaufe  Chrift  is  often  called  a  facrifice ,  Eph.  5.  2. 
And  faid  to  offer  up  himfelf  Heb.  9.  2 6. 

Hence  alfo  he  is  called,  I*he  Lamb  flain  from  the 
fowidation  of  the  world ,  Rev .  13.  8.  It  is  clear  alfo, 
becaufe  upon  his  death  the  facrifices  of  the  Law,  were 
to  ceafe  ;  thofe  Laws  are  now  abolifhed  ;  now  there 
is  no  life  of  thofe  facrifices.  The  offerings  of  Chrift 
were  the  accomplifhment  of  what  was  typified  of  old : 


Heb,  13.  12,  13. 

2.  The  Raff  over  or  Rafchal  Lamb  did  alfo  hold 
forth  this  truth,  and  teach  the  efficacy  of  the  death  of 
Chrift  for  our  falvation.  By  this  ordinance  of  the 
Raff  over,  the  Rafchal  Lamb  was  to  be  flain,  and  the 
blood  thereof  to  be  fprinkled  upon  the  lintel  and 
pofts  of  the  door :  and  there  withal  many  other  cere¬ 
monies  were  to  be  attended.  The  immediate  delign 
cf  this  in  the  firft  celebration  of  it  was  to  be  a  means 
to  procure  the  deftroying  angels  paffing  over  the  hou¬ 
ses  of  the  Jfmlim  j  in  the  after  celebration  01  it,  it 
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Was  to  be  a  commemoration  of  this  mercy,  and  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  feaft  of  the  Pallover,  it  was  alio  a 
commemoration  of  the  delivering  of  Ifrael  out  of  A- 
gypt :  but  the  principal  and  ultimate  defign  of  it  was 
to  teach  them,  their  deliverance  from  eternal  deftruffi- 
cn ,  and  their  fpiritual  redemption  by  Jefus  Chrijl.  The 
efficacy  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  for  our  falvation  is  here¬ 
in  held  forth.  This  appears, 

1.  Because  the  deliverance  out  of  Egypt  was  a 
type  of  our  fpiritual  and  eternal  deliverance .  And 
therefore  it  is  made  the  preface  to  the  ten  Command - 
mentSy  Exod.  20.  2.  We  are  not  concerned  in  that 
argument  any  further,  than  as  it  fhadows  forth  fpiri¬ 
tual  redemption.  They  were  delivered  out  of  Egypt, 
that  they  might  be  brought  into  Canaany  which  was 
a  type  of  Heaven. 

2.  Jesus  Christ  is  called  ourRaffover ,  1  Cor.  5.7, 
Chrijl  our  Raff  over  is  facrificed  for  us .  He  is  called  a 
Paffover  becaule  in  him  was  fulfilled  what  was  ilia- 
dowed  by  the  Pallover. 

3.  Christ’s  blood  is  called  the  blood  of  fprinkling3 

Heb .  12.  24.  1  Ret.  1.  2.  This  has  not  a  peculiar  re¬ 

ference  to  the  Paffover,  for  the  blood  of  the  facrifices 
alfo  was  fprinkledy  but  it  has  a  joynt  reference  to  the 
blood  of  the  facrifices  and  the  pallover. 

4.  The  Evangelift  John  when  he  relates  how  the 
fouldiers  did  not  break  the  legs  of  Chrijl ,  as  they  did 
of  thofe  that  were  crucified  with  him,  takes  notice  of 
it  as  the  accomplifhment  of  a  prophecy:  Joh.  19.  3  6. 
For  thefe  things  were  done  that  the  Scriptures  jhoidd  be 
fulfilled y  a  bone  of  him  pall  not  be  broken.  *  But  we  find 
no  prophecy  that  way  in  the  Scripture,  only  this,  that 
they  were  enjoyned  not  to  break  a  bone  of  the  Raj - 
ihal  Lamby  Exod.  11.  4 6.  Numb.  19.  12.  Whereby 
God  taught  them  that  paflage,that  at  ChriiPs  fullering^ 
pot  a  bone  of  him  fhould  be  broken. 

3-  The  purifyings  and  walkings  under  the  Law, 
held  forth  this  truth.  By  thofe  wafhings  and  fprink- 
ting  their  ceremonial  uncleanneffes  were  purged  away* 
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Xev.  14.2.  Numb.  31.  24.  By  this  was  held  forth  the 
purification  of  the  foul  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
Heb.  9. 13*  14;  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  and 
the  apes  of  an  Heifer,  fpr inkling  the  unclean,  fanftify- 
eth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flop :  how  much  more  pall 
the  blood  of  Chrifi  purge  our  confidences.  David  has 
reference  to  thefe  purify  ings,  when  he  fays,  Purge 
with  hyjfop,  and  I  pall  be  clean,  cPfal.  51.  7.  And 
hence  it  is  that  we  have  fuch  expreHions^  in  the  Pro¬ 
phets,  He  pall  fprinkle  many  Nations,  I  la.  52.  15.  I 
will  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  &  you  pall  be  clean, 
JEzek.  0,6.  25.  Hence  alfo  it  is  laid  of  them,  Rev.*].iy* 
Tfihey  had  w aped  their  Robes  and  made  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  L&mb. 

4.  Th  e  freedom  of  the  man-flayer  at  the  death  of  the 
High  Priejt,  holds  out  the  fame  truth.  He  that  cafu- 
ally  flew  a  man,  was  to  abide  in  the  city  of  refuge, 
3till  the  death  of  the  High  Prielt,  and  then  was  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his.  own  city,  Numb.  35*  25.  fop.  20.  6.  That 
was  to  fignify  to  them  that  fpiritual  liberty ,  that  is 
procured  for  us  by  the  death  of  Chrifi.  Ghrilt  Jefus 

t  t  •  1  *  n*  tt./.  .  tT„7-  ~  s  Kir  1-i  I  *» 


is  our  High  Prielt,  Heb.  3.  1.  Heb.  7.  z6.  And  by  his 


death  has  wrought  out  deliverance  for  us,  Zeck.  9.  ir, 
^4s  for  thee  alfo  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  I  have 
font  forth  the  prif oners  out  of  the  pit  -wherein  there  is 

no  water.  '  „ 

5.  The  brazen  ferpent  was  a  type  of  this.  The 

brazen  ferpent  was  lifted  up  in  the  wildernefs,  that 
they  that  were  ftung  with  the  flying  fiery  ferpents 
might  look  upon  it  and  be  healed,  JNumb.  21.  8,  9. 
This  did  lhadow  forth  the  healing  vertue  of  Chrifi  cru¬ 
cified.  The  application  of  the  type  is  made  by  Chriffc 
himfelf,  |oh.  3. 14.,  15.  As  Mofts  lifted  up  the  ferpent. 
in  the  wildernefs ,  fo  mufi  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted  up, 
that  whofcever  believeth  in  him ,  might  not  perijh,  .-ut 

have  everlafing  life.  Mind* 

(1 )  A  fmilitude  between  the  condition  of  him  that 

tvas  '(lung,  and  the  finner.  The  venom  of  the  ferpent 
very  tormenting,  and  that  may  be  one  reafon  why 
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the  ferpents  are  called  fiery,becaufe  this  poyfon  burnt 
like  fire.  Thus  it  is  with  the  guilty  finner,  his  heart 
is  full  of  perplexing  borrow,  and  he  is  tormented  with 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  Evil  one. 

(2.)  "THERE  is  a  fmilitude  between  the  lifting  up  of 
the  brazen  ferpent,  and  the  manner  of  Chrifl7  s  death  ; 
therefore  his  death  is  fet  forth  by  that  phrafe  of  beino1 
lifted  up.  That  phrafe  notes  his  bufferings.  Joh. 8. 28! 
When  ye  have  lifted  up  the  fon  of  man ,  then  ye  fall 
know  that  I  am  he,  Joh  12.  32,33.  And  if  I  be  lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  I  will  draw  all  men  unto  me :  this 
Joe  faid  fignifying  what  death  he  Jhould  die . 

(3.)  THERE  is  a  fmilitude  between  the  carriage  of 
him  that  was  flung ,  and  the  guilty  finner.  He  that  was 
ilung,  muft  look  upon  the  brazen  ferpent ;  the  guilty 
finner  mufl:  behold  this  Lamb  of  God  with  an  eye  of 
faith;,  believe  in  him>  and  he  fhall  be  faved. 

6 .  The  Manna  and  the  water  out  of  the  Rock,  held 
forth  this  truth.  They  were  fed  with  manna  for  for¬ 
ty  years  ;  and  the  water  out  of  the  rock  followed  them 
almoft  fo  long.  WherebyGod  reprefented  unto  them 
the  nourijloing  vertue  of  Chrifl  crucified  :  and  therefore 
the  Apoftle  calls  the  manna,  fpiritual  meat ,  and  the 
water  of  the  rock,  fpiritual  drink  :  and  not  only  fo, 
but  he  calls  them  the fame  fpiritual  meat,  and  drink: 
that  is,  the  fame  which  we  partake  of  under  the  Gof- 
pel,  1  Cor.  23.  3,4.  And  Chrifl:  fays,  that  it  is  his 
fief  that  is  the  true  fpiritual  meat ,  and  his  blood  thaf 
is  the  true  fpiritual  drink.  Joh.  6. 55.  My  fief  is  meat 
indeed ,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed .  And  Chrifl:  Jefus 
teaches  the  Jews ,  that  he  is  the  true  bread  that  came 
down  from  heaven ,  Joh.  6.  49,  50.  Tour  fathers  did  eat 
manna  in  the  wilder  nefs,  and  are  dead.  This  is  the 
bread  that  cometh  down  from  heaven ,  that  a  man  may 
eat  thereof  and  not  dye. 

7  •  THE  white  garments  of  tloe  <Pr lefts,: and  the  beau- 
tiful  garments  of  the  High  Trie  ft,  hold  forth  this  truth. 
Whereby  is  taught  that  comelinefs  in  the  fight  ofGod, 
Uut  does  arife  from  the  righteoufoefs  of  Chrift.  This 

—  E  '  ~  - 
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is  evident  from  the  interpretation  given,  Zech.  3.  4. 
Take  a  way  the  filthy  garments  from  him,  and  unto  him 
he  faid,  I  have  caufed  thine  iniquity  to  pafs  away, and 
thou  fit  alt  be  cloathed  with  change  of  raiment.  .  The 
taking  away  of  filthy  garments  notes  the  taking  a- 
way  of  iniquity  :  therefore  cloathing  with  change  of 
raiment,  notes,  the  putting  on  of  the  robe  of  Chrifi  s 
Righteoufnefs  :  So  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifi:  is  let 
forth  by  white  raiment ,  Rev.  3.  18. 

GOD  fets  forth  the  efficacy  of  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs 
by  thefe  various  types,  that  the  Church  of  old  might 
be  well  principled  in  this  docfirine.  God  was  leading 
of  them  into  an  underftanding  of  this  way  offalvation; 
directing  of  them  to  look  for  falvation  only  through 
the  fufferings  and  obedience  of  Jefus  Chrifi:  :  The  va¬ 
rious  reprefentations  whereof  was  of  great  ule  to  beget 
faith  in  fuch  as  underftood  the  meaning  thereof,  and 
were  a  great  evidence  of  that  delight  which  God  took 
in  the  Righteoufnefs  which  Chrifi:  was  to  fulfill  in  the 

fulnefs  of  time. 


Are;  III  BECAUSE  God  has  had  fuch  love  to 
Sinners  as  to  fend  his  Son  to  die,  that  they  might  be 
reconciled  unto  him  ;  therefore  there  is  no  quefiion  to 
be  made  of  it,  but  he  will  befiow  Salvation  on  all  thofe 
that  have  an  interefi  in  the  death  of  Chrifi . 

This  is  the  Apoftles  argument, Rom.  5. 8,9.  Rut  God 
commendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  w  1  e  ae 
rvet  (inner s  Chrifi  dyed  for  us  :  much  more  being  now 
pfiified  by  his  blood,  we  Jhall  be  faved  from  wrath  by 
him.  And  in  the  next  verfe,  he  repeats  the  aigument 
in  other  terms  :  For  if  when  we  were 
reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  hi s  Soil  m 

being  reconciled,  we  fie  all  be  faved  byhi>  m  u  u 

meaning  of  the  Argument  is,  that  if  God  had  io  much 
to  us,  as  to  fend  his  Son  to  purchaie  our  reconci¬ 
liation,  when  we  were  offenders  then 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  reconciliation  e 

Jhall  be  faved  by  him,  -  ^ 
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In  opening  this  Argument,  we  fhall  confider, 

Firft  the  foundation  that  he  builds  it  upon,  and  then 
the  force  of  the  confequence. 

i.  The  foundation  that  he  builds  this  Argument  on 
is,  That  God  had  fuch  love  to  Sinners,  as  to  fend  his  Son 
to  die  for  them.  This  was  an  adt  of  wonderful  love. 
It  was  great  love  in  Chrift  to  come  to  die,  and  great 
love  in  the  Father  to  fend  him  to  die.  This  was 
more  than  man  could  hope  for  when  he  had  finned  ; 
it  was  quite  beyond  his  expectation  :  This  was  fuch 
companion  as  could  enter  into  the  heart  of  none  but 
God  himfelf  to  contrive.  If  the  thoughts  of  holy 
Angels  had  been  asked,  they  would  have  thought  it 
too  great  a  mercy  to  have  been  bellowed  on  finfui 
man.  They  were  wonderfully  affected  with  it  when 
it  came  to  pafs,  Luk.  2. 13, 14.  "There  fuddenly  was 
with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft,praifmg 
God  and faying ,  Glory  to  God  in  the  high  eft, and  on  earth 
peace  and  good  will' towards  men.  Indeed  in  this  affair, 
God  acted  principally  from  a  love  to  his  own  glory, 
that  he  might  in  this  way  manifeft  that  myftery  of  the 
Trinity ,  and  his  glorious  Attributes ;  yet  this  does  not 
derogate  from  the  greatnefs  of  God’s  love  in  fending 
his  Son  to  die.  Man’s  corrupt  reafon  is  ready  to  en¬ 
tertain  diminitive  thoughts  of  the  companions  of  God 
in  this  thing.  Sometirres  the  heart  reafons  that  God 
did  it  for  his  own  glory.  But  he  could  have  glorified 
himfelf  in  man’s  ruine  ;  or  he  might  have  glorified 
his  grace  towards  the  Angels  that  fell,  and  not  towards 
man.  And  certainly  if  God  did  it  for  his  glory,  men 
do  very  ill  to  entertain  any  thoughts  that  do  diminifh 
from  the  glory  of  God.  Sometimes  the  heart  reafons, 
that  it  would  have  been  hardmeafureforGodto  have 
left  mankind  to  have  perifhed  without -providing  a 
way  of  falvation  ;  feeing  we  came  finners  into  the 
Vvorld.  But  it  was  upon  no  fuch  account  that  God 
oid  it,  he  was  not  confcious  of  any  wrong  in  his  deal¬ 
ings  to  man.  His  difpenfations  towards  mankind  in 
punifhing  of  them  with  the  lofs  of  his  image  for  their 
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fin  in  Adam,  and  in  imputing  the  fin  of  Adam,  is  e- 
qual  and  righteous.  Rom.  3.  23.  AH  have  finned  and 
come  port  oj  the  glory  of  God.  Men  likewife  reafon 
fometimes  againft  the  riches  of  God’s  grace  in  this 
thing,  from  hence  that  fin  don’t  hurt  God.  But  tho’ 
it  don’t  hurt  him,  yet  it  wrongs  him.  If  a  man  fhould 
revile  his  Prince,  it  may  be  it  would  not  hurt  him ; 
if  he  fhould  throw  Hones  at  him,  as  Shimei  did  at  2)a- 
vid,  yet  he  might  not  hurt  him,  but  he  would  wrong 
him  greatly  ;  So  fin  is  a  great  wrong  unto  God,  Pfal. 
51. 4.  Againfi  thee ,  thee  only  have  I  finned.  And  it  is 
wonderfifL  love  for  God  to  give  his  Son  to  dye  for  us, 
Joh.  3. 1 6.  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
i only  begotten  Son  S5V. 

I  fhall  pafs  by  other  Confiderations,  to  hel  p  to  fhew 
the  greatnefs  of  his  love,  and  only  feleft  thefe  five 
that  ferve  to  enforce  the  Argument  that  lies  before  us. 

1.  It  was  great  love  that  Godjtjould  fend  his  So;* 
to  endure  fuch  fore  Sufferings  for  us.  It  was  much  that 
God  fhould  condefcend  upon  any  account  that  his 
Son  fhould  undergo  fuch  bufferings.  It  was  a  great 
thing  that  God  Ihould  be  willing  that  Chrift  fhould 
he  brought  into  fuch  a  condition,  when  we  confider 
the  glorious  excellency  of  his  ‘ T?  erf  on ,  and  the  dear  love 
of  the  Father  to  him,  it  may  well  be  admired  by  us 
that  God  Ihould  find  in  his  he*rt  to  put  him  upon  fuch 
bufferings.  We  may  well  conclude  that  thofe  perfons 
for  whofe  fakes  all  this  was,  were  greatly  beloved  of 
Gdd,  that  the  heart  of  God  was  mightily  concerned 
in  their  good.  It  was  a  great  thing  for  the  glorious 
Son  of  God  to  buffer  any  thing,  much  more  to  bear 
what  he  did.  His  buffering  was  very  great :  He  was 
a  man  of  forrows ,  and  acquainted  with  griefilhiss 4- 
(1.)  He  fufferedmich  ‘Pain.  If  many  men  have  en¬ 
dured  more  bodily  pain,  yet  it  was  a  great  deal  that 
the  Son  of  God  endured ;  efpecially  when  he  was  cru¬ 
elly  fcourged,  and  after  that  crucified.  That  manner 
of  death  was  exquifitely  painful,  Pfal.  22.  16.  .  They 
pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet.  The  nailing  ot  his  body 
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to  the  crofs,  and  the  weight  of  his  body  being  born 
by  thofe  wounded  parts  for  fo  many  hours,  could  not 
be  without  exquifite  pain.  He  exprefles  it  by  his  bones 
being  out  of  joynt ,  Pial.  22  14.  It  muft  needs  be  a 
terrible  torture,  becaufe  perfons  that  were  crucified, 
were  not  won’t  to  be  very  long  in  that  condition  be¬ 
fore  they  dyed.  The  fudbennefs  of  their  death  could 
not  be  from  the  meer  effufion  of  blood,  but  the  ex- 
quifitenefs  of  their  pain  contributed  much  to  it. 

(2.)  He  buffered  much  fD  if  grace  :  He  endured  all 
manner  of  indignities  from  men.  He  of  whom  God 
faid,  let  all  the  Angels  of  God  worfhip  hii^c  fubjebH 
ed  himfelfto  great  contempt ;  they  flouted  ?at  him, 
mocked  him,  made  themfelves  fport  in  abuling  him, 
fpit  on  him  ;  yea,  the  punifliments  that  were  inflicted 
on  him  were  very  difgraceful,  fuch  as  were  won’t  to  be 
inflifted  on  the  bafeft  of  men.  The  death  of  the  Crofs 
was  a  Jhameful  death.  His  enemies  ftudied  to  render 
him  vile  and  contemptible.  Th ^Heathens  were  won’t 
afterwards  to  upbraid  the  Chrillians  with  their  cruoi- 
lied  God. 

(3.)  He  fufFered  much  Inward  trouble  ;  not  only 
from  the  fenfe  he  had  of  his  outward  troubles,  and 
.  fr<?m  tlie  temptations  of  the  Devil,  but  alfo  fro mGod’s 
withdrawing  the  fenfe  of  his  favour,  and  putting  into 
him  xho  fetfe  of  his  wmath.  The  fiery  wrath  of  God 
typified  by  that  fire  from  heaven  that  confumed  the  fa- 
crifices,  took  hold  of  him.  As  believers  have  great 
mvs  aid^p^ace  of  confidence  arifing  from  his  righteouf- 
nefs  ;  fo  had  he  great  inward  borrow  arifing  from  the 
guilt  of  our  fins.  He  tells  his  Difciples,  hat  his  foul 
was  exceeding  for  rowful  and  very  heavy ,cven  unto  death , 
Mat.  26.  38.  And  as  this  was  the  occafion  of  his 
Sweating  great  drops  of  blood. ,  fo  probably  of  his  fud 
• ! death.  He  dyed  before  the  others  that  were  cru¬ 
cified  with  him  ,*  of  which  it  is  hard  to  aflign  any  other 
realon  than  this,  that  the  fenfe  of  God’s  wrath  much 
lialtened  his  death.  As^God  tells  Mofes ,  that  no  man 
can  fee  his  face  and  live  ;  That  is,  the  fight  of  God’s 
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love  and  glory  as  the  Saints  fee  it  in  heaven,  is  fuch 
that  the  nature  of  man  in  this  ftate  of  mortality  can¬ 
not  bear  it  :  it  would  kill  him  to  have  fuch  a  fight  : 
fo  there  is  a  parity  of  reafon  that  the  fenfe  of  God's 
wrath  in  the  extremity  of  it,  is  too  much  for  mortal 
man  to  bear  ;  and  was  the  thing  that  haftened  the 
death  of  Chrift. 

(4.)  He  fuffered  a  fate  of ‘Death,  and  he  continued 
in  a  fate  of  Death  for  fome  time.  His  body  and  foul 
were  rent  afunder:  which  ftate  is  contrary  unto  na¬ 
ture.  The  union,  of  body  and  foul  was  dilfolved,  and 
his  body  left  for  a  time  ftark  dead,  and  his  foul  in  a 
preternatural  eftate  of  feparation ;  a  ftate  which  nature 
does  abhor ;  exceeding  contrary  to  the  inftincft,and  in¬ 
clination  of  nature. 

2.  It  was  great  love  for  God  to  fend  his  Son  to  dye 
for  us,  when -we  had  grievoufly  offended  him .  For  we 

were  looked  upon  under  that  confideration,  when 
God  fent  his  Son  to  dye  for  our  falvation.  5Tis  true, 
that  at  that  time  fome  of  the  Elecft  were  in  heaven, 
wholly  laved  from  the  guilt  and  pollution  of  fin.  O- 
thers  of  them  were  not  then  born,  and  fo  were  unca* 
pable  of  being  adtual  offenders  at  that  time  :  But  we 
were  looked  upon  in  that  adtion  as  offenders,  for  the 
fins  of  the  Eledt  that  were  in  heaven  were  not  at  that 
lime  Satisfied  for,  their  debt  was  not  paid.  And  God 
certainly^  knew  that  the  Elecft  that  were  to  be  born, 
would  be  Offenders.  Chrift  when  he  died,  died  for 
tranfgreffors,  Ifai.  55.  6.  All  we  like  peep  have  gone 
afiray,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of 
us  all.  For  God  to  take  fuch  care  of  the  falvation  of 
man  that  had  ahufed  him,  and  provoked  him ,  is  a  great 
manifeftation  of  love.  Had  we  never  angred  him,nor 
criven  him  any  occafion  againft  us ;  much  more  had  we 
done  much  for  him ;  it  would  not  have  been  fo  ftrange 
to  fee  him  laying  out  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  for  our 
falvation.  But  to  fee  him  in  fuch  a  wonderful  way 
working  about  the  falvation  of  thofe  that  had  greatly 
offended  him,  and  given  caufe  of  trouble  3  with  whom 
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he  was  grievoufly  incenfed  ;  muft  make  us  to  fay. 
Hence  is  unparalleled  love !  Thofe  for  whom  God 
hath  done  this,  have  been  great  Offenders :  This  ap¬ 
pears  by  thefe  three  things, 

(i  )  THEY  are  guilty  of  innumerable  tranfgrejjions . 
The  fins  of  the  Ele£t  are  beyond  their  account;  they 
are  more  than  the  hairs  of  their  heads,  Pfal .  40..  12, 
Sin  is  flowing  from  them  as  water  from  a  fountain  : 
their  lives  are  filled  with  fin  :  Befide  the  fin 
they  committed  in  Adam ,  there  is  the  fin  of  their  na* 
ture,  which  is  a  Handing  provocation,  which  by  its  re¬ 
maining  in  the  foul,  brings  new  guilt  every  minute ; 
befides  what  it  does  by  the  influence  that  it  has  into 
actual  tranfgreffions.  While  they  continue  in  their 
natural  condition,  all  their  moral  attions  are  Jins :  Be¬ 
sides  thofe  actions  which  for  the  matter  of  them  are 
Jinful >  which  are  many ,  the  refl:  are  finful  for  the  man¬ 
ner  :  And  after  converfion  there  is  fin  in  all  their 
actions.  There  is  abundance  of  iniquity,  that  every 
Ele£t  veffel  that  grows  up  to  years  is  guilty  of. 

(z.)  THAT  every  fin  is  a  great  wrong  unto  God.- 
Sin  is  an  horrible  injury  unto  God.  Sin  is  rebellion 
againfl:  God.  Sinning  is  the  #cafting  off  of  the  yoke 
of  God.  Sinning  is  an  infurrettion  of  the  foul  again# 
God-  Luh  19.  14.  In  fin  there  is  alfo  great  contempt 
<paft  upon  God.  Sin  is  a  villifying  and  flighting  of 
God.  Men  expofe  the  name  of  God  to  fcorn  by  fin¬ 
ning  againfl  him.  Rom.  2.23.  Sin  is  alfo  enmity  againfl: 
him.  In  all  obedience  there  is  love  ;  in  all  difobedi- 
once  there  is  hatred.  Sinners  fir  ike  at  God  when  they 
fin.  Job.  15.  24.  God  is  greatly  wronged  by  all  fin, 
and  the  fins  of  the  people  of  God  have  many  of  them 
particular  aggravations  that  do  greatly  increafe  the 
offence,  tT.*' 

(3.)  THAT  every  man  is  the  proper  caufe  of  Ms  own 
fin ,  and  the  guilt  of  it  does  properly  belong  to  hm:  The 
carnal  reafon  of  man  is  calling  in  many  objections 
from  the  decree  of  God,  from  the  withdrawing  of  the 
divine  affiftance ;  and  from  the  corruption  of  nature  : 
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But  the  Scripture  does  allow  none  of thefe  objections* 
but  fallens  tne  guilt  of  fin  upon  him  that  does  tranf- 
grefs  the  Law,  and  blames  men  for  their  iniquities. 
And  men  lay  not  weight  onthefe  cavils*  fo  as  to  ex- 
cufe  others  that  are  injurious  unto  them  ;  and  there 
is  this  reafon  for  it*  becaufe  men  aCt  voluntary  in  their 
tranfgreffions*  they  are  not  forced  to  fin  but  chufe  it. 

3.  It  was  great  love  for  God  to  give  his  Son  to  dye 
for  our  Salvation *  when  he  might  juftly  have  Damned 
us  :  When  it  was  a  righteous  thing  for  him  to  have 
ruined  us*when  he  had  us  in  his  hands*  and  might  have 
call  us  off  for  ever.  His  proceedings  would  not  have 
been  unjuft*  he  had  done  us  no  wrong*  there  had  been 
no  cruelty  in  it*  if  he  had  thrown  us  into  hell,  he 
would  not  any  ways  have  trelpaffed  upon  any  rule  of 
righteoufnefs ;  but  only  have  done  that  which  was 
fair  and  equal*  no  imputation  of  injufice  could  have 
been  call  on  him  ;  he  had  no  ways  blemilhed  his 
name*  nor  ftained  his  glory-  His  proceedings  mull 
have  been  juftified*  and  he  would  by  our  ruine  have 
gained  glory  to  hi sjufiice*  In  this  time*  to  take  care 
of  our  falvation*  fpeaks  more  free  love *  If  God  could 
not  fairly  have  done  apy  other  without  llaining  his 
own  name*  there  would  not  have  been  any  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  of  love,  but  the  glory  of  his  juftice*  would  have 
remained  intire  to  him  if  we  had  perifhed*  He  fent 
his  Son  to  die  for  our  falvation*  when  he  might  with 
honour  have  call  us  off<;  when  there  was  no.  tye  upon 
him  to  do  any  fuch  thing,  but  he  might  fairly  have 

damned  us* 

This  is  evident* 

(T)  From  the  proceedings  of  God •  God  is  a  righte¬ 
ous  God  ;  it  is  impoffible  that  he  Ihould  vary  one 
hairs  breadth  from  the  rule  of  righteoufnefs-  The 
judge  of  all  the  world  will  do  right *  Gen*i8*25-  And 
his  proceedings  are  fuch  as  do  juftify  the  calling  .off 
of  fmful  man*  The  conftitution  of  the  law  does  give 
in  evidence  of  it*  If  the  law  had  been  unjuft*  it  had 

been  an  unrighteous  thing  to  make  it*  as  well  as  exe*^ 

cute 
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cute  it*  And  indeed  God  has  not  only  made  it,  but 
executed  it :  He  has  executed  it  upon  the  Angels  that 
finned.  He  cafi  them  down  to  hell ,  i  Pet*  z-  2,4-  And 
he  does  execute  it  upon  multitudes  of  men  in  all  ages* 
multitudes  perifh  according  to  this  law  ;  yea  he  has 
executed  the  law  upon  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus  :  Chrifi 
has  bore  the  curfe  for  us,  Gal*  3- 13*  And  had  it  riot 
been  juft,  God  would  not  have  inflicted  it  ;  had  it  not 
i)een  juft,  Chrift  would  not  have  fubjecfted  himfelf 
unto  it* 

(z*)  From  the  acknowledgment  and  tejlimony  of 
Confidence ?*  Though  there  be  abundance  of  cavils  in 
the  heart  of  man  againft  this,  yet  when  they  come  to 
be  throughly  inlightened,  they  witnefs  to  the  juftice 
of  this  proceeding*  Many  mens  confciences  have 
been  filenced  from  objecting  any  thing  againft  this* 
Many  have  been  fo  convinced  after  all  their  arguings 
that  they  have  been  fpeechlefs ,  as  he  Mat-iz-iz-  They 
have  fallen  down  at  God’s  foot,  and  yielded  them- 
felves  to  be  juftly  miferable  :  that  whatever  become 
of  them, they  had  nothing  to  accufe  God  of*  fPfalyi-s^ 
All  men  muft  firft  or  laft  own  this,  and  yield  them - 
[elves  guilty,  Rom*  3*  19* 

(%•)  From  the  nature  of  Sin •  Sin  is  an  injury  unto 
God ;  the  fpirit  of  fin  is  to  deftroy  God,  tPfal-  14.  i. 
And  befides  this,  when  men  fin,  they  break  that  law 
which  has  threatnings  of  ruine  annexed  unto  it,  and 
pn  upon  the  point  of  the  fword,  and  caft  themfelves 
into  the  jaws  of  death*  Ezeh  33.  ii* 

4*  It  was  great  love  for  God  to  give  his  Son  to  dye 
for  our  Salvation,  in  this  refpe£t,that  he  did  it, not  hav¬ 
ing  received ,  nor  ever  expecting  to  receive  fatisfaBion 
for  the  mercy •  Our  Salvation  is  principally  from  the 
grace  of  God  :  but  that  has  been  paid  for:  But  the 
fending  of  Chrift  to  die  for  ilnners,  is  meerly  from  the 
{ face  of  God,  and  has  never  been  paid  for,  nor  ever 
wiii..  Juftification,  Adoption,  San<ftification,and  eter- 
P^?ryhave  been  purchafed :  but  the  fending  of 
Cmift  jnt;o  tjie  yrgj.]^  tQ  was  i.Hever  purchafed: 
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God  never  received  any  recompence  for  this  mercy, 
he  never  had  any  fatisfaftion  for  this  mercy,  r  Joh.  4. 
10  He  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  Jins •  The  method  and  order  of  working 
about  our  falvation  is  this* 

(i-)  Free  and  gracious  Election  ;  which  is  the  firft 
caufe  of  Redemption  and  Salvation,  and  an  effect  of 
neither  of  them* 

(%.)  REDEMPTION,  which  is  the  effed  of  E- 
le&ion,  and  caufe  of  Salvation* 

($•)  SALVATION ,  both  in  the  beginnings  of  it 
here  in  holinefs,  and  fpiritual  comfort,  and  in  the  per - 
feElion  of  it  hereafter,  which  is  the  effect  both  of  E- 
ledtion  and  Redemption*  So  that  though  Salvation 
be  payed  for,yet  God’s  fending  of  his  Son  to  dye  for  us 
was  a  mere  fruit  of  eledting  Grace,  and  never  payed 
for*  And  there  are  two  Reafons  of  this, 

1.  THIS  was  too  great  a  mercy  to  be  payed  for. 

Our  Salvation  was  an  exceeding  great  mercy,  but  not 
too  great  to  be  purchafed ;  but  this  was.  A  Mediator 
could  not  be  purchafed.  This  mercy  was  not  too 
great  to  be  given,  but  it  was  too  great  to  be  purcha¬ 
fed*  We_  might  more  eafily  have  purchafed  our 
Redemption  than  our  Redeemer.  Neither  didChriit 
purchafe  this  mercy  for  us  :  Chrift  did  not  buy  his  own 
Office.  What  price  could  be  laid  down  to  fatisfy 
God  for  fuch  an  unfpeakable  gift.  .  ^ 

2.  THIS  mercy  might  be  bejlowed  upon  us  without 

being  purchafed.  God  had  fo  bound  himfelf  by  his 
Law  that  man  could  not  be  faved  without  fatisfaltion  ; 
that  mercy  mull  be  purchafed  :  But  God  had  not  fo 
bound  himfelf  by  his  Law,  but  that  it  was  free  for 
him  to  fend  his  Son  to  dye,  without  receiving  any 
tisfa&ion  for  this  mercy.  God  had  tied  his  own  hands 
fo  that  finners  could  not  be  faved  without  latiSiaCti^ 
on  *  His  faithfulnefs  bound  him  to  Hand  upon  that : 
But  God  was  at  liberty  to  fend  a  Mediator  if  he  pleaL 
ed  :  His  own  gracious  nature  was  fuch  that  he  coma 
do  it  without  any  purchafe,  and  he  had  not  reftrain- 
ed  himfelf  by  his  word .  5*  f*. 
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5.  It  was  great  love  for  God  to  fend  his  Son  to 
dye  for  man's  falvation,  when  he  would  have  been  no 
lofer  if  man  bad  not  been  faved •  If  the  cafe  had  been 
fo  circumftanced  that  God  would  have  fuffered  much 
lofs  if  men  had  failed  of  falvation,  there  had  then 
been  a  kind  of  neceffity  laid  upon  God  to  have  fent 
his  Son  to  dye  in  order  to  it :  But  God  bellowed  this 
mercy  upon  us,  when  it  would  have  been  no  /0/iunto 
him  if  we  had  perifhed. 

This  may  be  cleared  up  by  thefe  Confide  rations, 

(1.)  This  mercy  of  giving  thrift  to  dye  for  us, 
w  the  fir fi  thing  wherein  God  layed  out  himfelf  for 
our  falvation.  When  a  perfon  has  layed  out  himfelf 
much,  and  been  at  great  expence  for  the  accomplifh- 
ing  of  a  defign,  'tis  a  difappointment  to  fail  of  it,  and 
his  expence  is  thereby  many  times  loll*  But  God 
had  not  been  before  this  at  any  expence  for  man's  fal¬ 
vation  :  this  was  the  firfb  thing  wherein  God  layed 
out  himfelf  for  our  falvation-  With  refpedt  to  us  who 
live  in  thefe  latter  days,  the  death  of  thrift  was  actu¬ 
ally  before  any  other  endeavours  for  our  falvation  : 
and  with  relpeCl  to  thofe  Elect  that  lived  before  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  his  death  was  vertualfy  before  any 
other  expence  for  their  falvation.  Rev.  3-  8. 

(2.)  If  God  had  not  fent  his  Son  to  dye,  yet  he 
needed  not  to  have  lojt  the  glory  of  his  laying  cut  of  his 
wifdom,  power  and  goodnefs  in  man's  Creation, .  What 
he  had  expended  that  way  would  not  have  been  loft  ; 
but  he  would  have  recovered  his  glory  in  man's  ruine, 
ZProv.16.  4. 

(3-)  GOZ)  could  have  found  other  ways  to  have  glo¬ 
rified  his  Grace.  Though  God  was  under  no  neceffi¬ 
ty  of  having  any  declarative  glory ;  neither  does  he 
glorify  himfelf  ad  ultimum  virium,  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power ;  yet  it  does  pleafe  him  to  glorify  his  At¬ 
tributes  :  and  he  might  have  honoured  his  mercy  in. 
the  falvation  of  fallen  Angels :  They  were  capable  of 
falvation,  and  it  would  have  been  a  wonderful  exalt¬ 
ing  of  God’s  grace  to  have  faved  them. 
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2,  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  is,  the  force  of 
the  Apoftle’s  confluence .  He  argues  from  God’s  love 
in  fending  Chrift  to  dye  for  us,  the  certain  falvation 
of  thofe  that  qre  reconciled  hy  his  death .  And  there 
is  no  fcruple  tq  be  made  of  their  falvation,  though 
they  have  many  enemies  that  feek  their  ruine,  though 
they  have  much  fin  remaining  in  them,  and  have  been 
many  ways  failing  of  walking  up  to  that  exacftnefs 
which  God  requires.  All  thofe  that  Chrift  died  for, 
and  are  firft  or  laft  interefted  in  his  death,  lhall  be 
faved  by  him. 

i.  If  God  had  fo  great  a  love  as  to  fend  his  Son  to 
hear  fuch  great  fujferings  to  pur  chafe  our  Salvation , 
then  he  witt  not  fail  to  do  what  ever  elfe  is  necejfaryfor 
our  Salvation.  He  will  not  ftick  to  do  what  is  elfe 
to  be  done  for  the  compleating  of  our  falvation.  He 
that  has  done  the  greater  will  do  tfe  left.  If  love 
overcame  the  difficulty  that  was  in  the  way  of  our 
redemption,  it  will  alio  overcome  whatever  difficulty 
is  in  the  way  of  the  application  of  redemption.  It  is 
unreafonable  to  think  that  God  fhould  have  love  e- 
trough  to  fend  his  Son,  to  do  that  which  can’t  be 
done  without  pain>  and  forrow ,  and  death ,  and  not 
have  love  enough  to  do  that  which  he  can  do  with 
the  fpeaking  of  a  word.  The  great  difficulty  in  the 
way  of  our  falvation,  was  the  purchafing  of  it :  There 
was  wrath’  to  be  born,  a  curie  to  be  endured  ;  but 
love  broke  through  that  difficulty  :  the  reft  that  re¬ 
mains  is  eafy  to  God.  The  mortification  of  fin,  the 
quickening  of  grace,  the  repelling  of  temptation, and 
giving  the  acftual  poffeflionof  glory,  may  be  effected 
by  God  without  any  difficulty,  and  therefore  he  won’t 
ftick  at  that.  Rom.8.32.  If  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son, 
hut  delivered  him  up  for  us  all ,  how  pall  he  not  with 
him  alfo freely  give  us  all  things.  It  is  true  thatGod  does 
but  by  little  and  little  carry  on  in  us  the  work  of 
fan&ification  but  the  reafon  of  that  is  not  that  it  is 
any  wavs  difficult  unto  him,  but  becaufe  that  fuits  the 

deliCT  that  is  upon  his  heart.  Neither  is  it  from  any 
b  unwil- 
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nnwillingnefs  to  help  us ;  but  becaufe  his  defignisto 
carry  on  the  work  of  falsification  ;  fo  that  we  fhall 
have  continual  need  of  jujlifi cation.  We  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  do  our  part  in  order  to  our  falvation,  but  it  is 
not  difficult  to  God  to  do  his  part.  God  carries  on 
the  work  without  difficulty,  yet  fo  that  we  fhall  find 
difficulty.  As  a  Parent  witheafe  helps  the  Child  to 
go,  yet  fo  that  the  Child  finds  difficulty  to  go.  It  is 
no  burden  to  God  to  uphold  Grace :  He  that  upholds 
the  frame  of  Nature  with  the  word  of  his  power,  can 
eafily  uphold  Grace.  Whatever  Hands  as  an  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  way  of  our  falvation,  may  be  removed 
by  God  without  any  trouble.  God  puts  forth  thou- 
fands  of  acfts  of  omnipotency  to  effect  things  that  ar® 
lefs  upon  his  heart,  than  the  falvation  of  thofe  that  he 
has  redeemed  :  And  it  is  no  pain  nor  wearinefs  unto 
God  to  be  daily  carrying  on  the  work  of  our  falvati¬ 
on.  The  oppolltion  that  is  made  to  it  is  nothing  to 
omnipotency.  Ifai.  40. 2.8.  l*he  Creator  of  the  ends  of 
the  earth  faint eth  not ,  neither  is  weary. 

2.  If  God  had  fuch  love  to  us  as  to  fend  his  Son  to 
dye  for  us,  when  we  had  grievoujly  offended  him  ;  he 
will  now  he  is  reconciled ,  do  what  remains  in  order 
cur  Salvation.  When  provocations  lay  in  the  way, 
vet  he  drove  on  this  defignof  our  falvation,  therefore 
he  will  do  it  much  more,  now  thofe  provocations  are 
removed.  When  he  looked  upon  us  as  offenders ,  he 
did  much  in  order  to  our  bleflednefs  ;  therefore  now 
he  looks  upon  us  as  friends ,  he  will  not  think  much 
to  effect  what  remains.  If  he  was  not  willing  that 
we  fhould  dye,  when  we  were  guilty  finners,he  will 
not  be  willing  that  we  fhould  dye  now  our  guilt  is 
removed.  When  he  was  angry  he  (pared  no  coil 
for  our  falvation;  we  may  be  fure  then  he  will  not* 
now  he  is  pacified.  Now  there  is  no  obftrucftion  in 
the  way  of  God’s  love  to  hinder  the  courfe  there* 
°* :  Juftice  is  now  fatisfied :  God’s  anger  is  done  a- 4 
way  by  Chrift  ;  the  facrifice  of  Chrfft  has  pleafed 
IgQdj  My>h.  5,  z.  Chrift  jefus  has  w  rought  out  full 
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reconciliation  for  us,  Col.  r.  20.  God’s  anger  is 
turned  away  through  the  mediation  of  Chrift.  God 
has  fatisfied  himfelf  to  his  own  content  for  the  wrongs 
that ~they  have  done  him,  fo  that  there  is  no  oflence 
to  lie  as  a  bar  in  the  way  of  their  Salvation. 

3.  If  God  had  fo  much  love  as  to  give  his  Son  to  dye 
for  our  Salvation,  when  he  might  juJUy  have  damned  us, 
Jurely  he  will  fave  us  when  he  can't  jujlly  damn  us, 
is  hound  in  jujlice  to  fave  us.  When  he  might  righte- 
oufly  have  deftroyed  us,  he  put  himlelf  to  great  coif 
for  our  falvation  :  Then  he  will  not  break  rules  ot 
righteoufnefs  to  deftroy  us.  God  that  would  not  take 
the  opportunity  to  deftroy  us  when  we  were  in  his 
hands,  and  he  might  fairly  have  done  it,  will  not  now 
deftroy  us,  when  he  himfelf  has  brought  us  into  men 
a  condition,  that  he  cannot  righteoufly  do  it.  Cod 
now  ftands  bound  unto  Jeius  Chrift.^  Jeiiis  Chriit 
has  fuffered  the  law,  and  therefore  God  is  bound  to 
fave  all  thofe  that  Chrift  died  for.  Upon  what  ac¬ 
count  fhould  they  fear  that  God  will  damn  them  ?  N  ot 
upon  account  of  their  fins ;  they  have  been  fully  pu¬ 
nched  already.  As  it  was  an  ad  of  juftice  in  God  to 
punifh  Chrift  upon  the  account  of  imputed  lin,  10  it 
is  an  ad  of  juftice  to  fave  thofe  that  have  an  intereft  in 
Chrift  on  the  account  of  imputed  righteoufnefs.  Juftice 
requires  that  they  that  are  righteous,  whether  by  per- 
fonal  obedience,  or  imputed  righteoulnels,lhould  have 
life.  Chrift  has  paid  a  ranfome' for  us,  Mat.  20.  28. 
And  therefore  w7e  muft  in  juftice  be  fet  flee. 

,4.  If  God  had  fuch  love  as  to  fend  Chrift  to  dye 
for  us,  which  mercy  he  we  as  never  fatisfied  jo i  ;  Jw  ely 
be  will  do  what  elfie  is  requifite  for  our  Salvation,  he- 
inz  fully  fatisfied  for  that .  It  would  beftrange  if  Con 
dut  has  done  fuch  a  thing, as  to  give  us  his  Son  to  die 
out  of  meer  grace  without  any  recompence  ,  lhou  a 
deny  other  things  to  us  needful  to  compleat  our  ai- 
vation,  which  he  has  taken  fatisfadion  and  recorn- 
Bence  for.  He  that  had  fuch  a  dear  love  for  us  to  do 
that  which  could  not  be  payed  for, without  any  price. 
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will  do  the  reft,  feeing  he  has  received  the  price  of  itm 
God  has  taken  a  price  for  our  juftification,  fandtifica- 
tion  and  falvation,  2.14.  Eph.  1. 14.  All  Cove^ 
nant  bleffings  are  purchafed. 

5.  GOD  that  had  fuch  love  as  to  fend  his  Son  to 
dye  for  our  Salvation,  when  he  would  have  been  no  lofer 
if  we  had  not  been  faved  ;  he  will  compleat  our  falvati- 
cn>  feeing  if  he  do  it  not  now>  he  would  be  a  lofer.  He 
would  lofe  this  coft  that  he  has  been  at  for  our  falva- 
tion.  If  he  fhould  fuffer  thofe  to  perifh  that  Chrift 
died  for,  then  the  death  of  Chrift  would  be  in  vain. 
Time  was,  he  might  have  let  finners  have  periihed, 
and  have  loft  nothing  by  it ;  but  now  if  he  Ihould  let 
them  perifh  that  Chrift  died  for,  he  would  lofe  the 
glory  of  that  undertaking.  He  would  difhonour 
himfelf :  He  has  laid  a  foundation  with  great  coft  ; 
if  he  fhould  not  finifh  his  work,  his  expences  would 
be  loft,  and  ChrifPs  death  would  be  in  vain.  But 
without  doubt  God  that  has  gone  fo  far  in  this  work, 
and  has  expended  treafure  of  mercy  in  order  to  it,  will 
yet  lay  out  whatever  fhall  be  further  requifite  for  the 
compleating  of  it. 


Arg.  IV.  From  the  Exaltation  of  Chrift:  Becaufc 
Chrift  who  was  our  Surety  is  exalted  by  God ;  it  is  fafe 
for  us  to  appear  before  God  in  hit  Right eoufnefs. 

Jesus  Chp.isi  was  a  Surety  for  us,  Heb.  7.  22. 
jfejus  was  a  furety  of  a  better  t eft  ament.  Jefus  Chrift 
Was  our  undertaker,  flood  bound  to  fatisfy  our  debt, 
and  to  fatisfy  the  juftice  of  God  for  the  wrongs  that 
we  had  done  unto  him  :  And  therefore  he  was  made 
acurfe  for  usi  Gal.  3. 13.  Our  guilt  was  tranflated 
unto  him.  God  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all,  Ifai. 
5  3-  6-  And  the  punifhment  that  was  infl idled  on  him 
^as  properly  our  punifhment :  Surely  he  hath  born 
our  grief  and  carried  our  forrow ,  Ifai.  53.  4.-  It  was 
that  punifhment  that  firftly  did  belong  unto  us.  He 
buffered  upon  the  account  of  hispublick  office  and  un¬ 
dertaking  :  As  Mediator  he  gave  himfelf  a  ranfom  for 
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And  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  our  Surety,  after  he  had 
fuffered  for  finners  was  glorioiijly.  esalted  by  God  ;  God 
has  advanced  him-  unto  an  eftate  of  Glory.  This  Ex¬ 
altation  of  Chrift  does  confift  in  three  degrees. . 

Firji.  His  refurreCfion  from  the  dead.  This  has 
been  confirmed  from  the  teftimony  oi  Angels,  thole 
holy  creatures  which  would  not  deceive  us >M&r .if  .6* 
Luk. 24. 4,5,5.  from  the  teftimony  of  his  friends ,  who 
were  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  could  not  eaiily 
be  deceived,  ACi.  2.  3  2.  Act.  16.  40,  41.  from  the 
teftimony  of  adverfaries ,  men  who  would  have  been 
glad  if  it  had  been  otherwife,  men  that  were  under 
no  temptation  to  lye  for  Chrift,  _  Mat.  28.  11.  An 
this  was  according  to  the  predictions  of  the  Old  lej  a- 
ihent ,  1  Cor .  is.  4.  God  put  his  foul  into  him  again, 
and  brought  him  out  of  the  Sepulchre.  This  was  ac- 
complifhed  on  the  third  day  after  his  death.  is 
time  of  his  Refurredfion  was  foretold  of  old,  and  that 
in  fundry  places.;  Luk.  24.  34,5,6.  It  was  foretold  in 
the  books  of  Mofes ,  Gen.  22.  24.  compared  with 
Heb.  11.  19.  in  the  ^Prophets,  namely  in  Jonah  kX 1.1,2, 
Mat.  12.40.  in  the  Tfalms,  Ffal.  1 5.  10.  compared 


with  ACls  2.  31.  .  u.  r  t  ,, 

Secondly.  His  afeending  into  heaven .  Hisloul  had 

been  in  heaven  at  the  time  of  his  death ;  but  forty  days 
after  his  refurredion,  when  he  had  confirmed  his 
difciples  in  the  truth  of  his  refurredion,  and  mftrudted 
theni  in  other  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  oi 
God,  his  whole  humane  nature  was  taken  into  hea¬ 
ven.  He  is  faid  to  afeend  above  all  heavens, fcph.4.10. 
that  is,  into  that  heaven  that  is  above  the  airy  and 

^Thirdly  His  fitting  down  at  the  right  hand  of 
God  Heb.  3.  This  phrafe denotes  glory:  it  isa  me- 
taphor  taken  from  Monarchs:  To  fit  at  the  right  hand 
of  £  Prince, is  to  fet  in  the  fecond  place  of  d.gnity ; 
the  throne  being  the  higheil,  the  Loid  Jefus  is  ad¬ 
vanced  unto  greater  glory  in  heaven  as  he  is  man, than 
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having  the  adminiftration  and  government  of  all  things 
in  his  hands. 

This  Exaltation  of  Chrift  is  a  clear  evidence  of 
God’s  accepting  that  Sacrifice  that  he  offered  up  for 
us  ;  and  being  fully  fatisfied  for  our  fins  by  the  Suf¬ 
ferings  of  Jefus  Chrift.' 

And  there  are  three  things  therein,  that  ferve  to 
convince  us  hereof. 

1.  ST  Chrift' s  Exaltation,  he  is  delivered  from  that 
fujfering  eft  ate  which  our  fins  brought  him  into .  He  is 
hereby  fet  free  from  that  flate  of  humiliation,  which 
he  was  in  for  our  fins.  Vengeance  had  taken  hold 
of  Chrift  as  our  furety;  the  juftice  of  God  feized 
him ;  he  was  apprehended  as  one  liable  to  the  Law, 
and  God  took  vengeance  on  him,  and  poured  out 
wrath  on  him*  But  now  by  his  Exaltation,  he  is  fet 
at  liberty.  Juftice  has  difmifled  him;  God  has  done 
exacting  any  more  punifhment  on  him  :  which  is  a 
clear  evidence  that  he  is  wholly  difeharged  of  that 
guilt  that  was  upon  him.  Chrift  fubjeefted  himfelf 
to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  God  punifhed  him  as  much 
as  he  pleafed.  Chrift  bore  the  curfe,  till  God  faid  it 
was  enough.  In  his  refurre<5iion  God  opened  the  pru 
fon  door y  and  let  him  out.  God  lent  an  officer  to  de¬ 
liver  him  from  his  grave.  Mat.  28.2.  The  angel  of  the 
Lord  defeended from  heaven ,  and  came  and  rolled  back 
the  fione  from  the  door .  God’s  delivering  of  Chrift,  e- 
videnceth  the  fatisfaeftion  that  he  has  received  by  his 
fufferings.  If  Chrift  were  not  rifen,  it  would  be  an 
argument  that  fins  were  not  fatisfied  for.  1  Cor.  15.17. 
If  Chrift  be  not  rifen,  your  faith  is  vain,  ye  are  yet  in 
your  fins.  But  his  Returre<ftion  fhews,  that  God’s  de¬ 
mands  are  anfwered  :  and  therefore  when  Chrift  was 
raifed  from  the  dead,  he  is  faid  to  be  juftifted.  God 
gave  him  a  legal  acquittance  and  difeharge  from  that 
guilt  which  lie  had  taken  upon  him.  1  Tim.  3.  1^. 
God  was  manifefi  in  the  fiejh,  juftifted  in  the fpirit.  The 
Apoftl &fPaul  expreffeth  it  thus.  He  was  quickned  in 
the  fpTit}  1  Pet.  3,  x8»  So  that  when  he  was  quick- 
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tied,  he  was  juftified.  Chrift  could  never  have  been 
delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  Juftice,  if  he  had  not 
paid  the  utmoft  farthing.  Hence  we  are  faid  to  have 
a  lively  hope  by  the  refurreElion  of  Chrift.  i  Pet.  i.  3. 
God  has  begotten  us  again  to  a  lively  hope,  by  the  re- 
furreElion-of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead.  This  confi- 
deration  is  a  means  by  God’s  blefiing,  to  beget  a 
lively  hope  in  us.  The  ground  of  our  hope  is  the 
refurrecftion  of  Chrift.  It  might  better  be  rendred  a 
living  hope.  The  fame  word  is  rendred  living,  1  Pet. 

2.  4.  This  is  fuch  an  hope  as  will  abide  and  continue  ; 
the  hope  that  is  built  upon  this  foundation,  will  never 
fail ;  other  hopes  may  dye  away,  but  this  is  a  living 
hope.  A  parallel  Scripture  to  this  is,  1  Pet.  3.  18.  We 
have  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God ft y  the 
refurreElion  of  Jefus  Chrift .  A  well-informed  Confci- 
ence  is  fatisfied  with  this.  When  a  man’s  Confcience 
accufes  him  of  fins,  they  are  manifeft,  and  he  can  c 
deny  them  ;  heinous,  and  he  can’t  excufe  them :  yet 
this  filences  thofe  accufations,  that  Chrift  is  rifen. 

Conscience  lees  in  the  RefurredHon  of  Chrift, the 
9  fatisfaElorinefs  of  his  Sufferings,  and  has  peace  on  that 
•  account  that  the  debt  is  paid.  And  upon  the  lame 
account  it  is  that  Waul  attributes  power  to  the  relur- 
recftion  of  Chrift,  Phil.  3.  10.  ft  hat  I  may  know  him, 
and  the  power  of  his  refurreElion.  When  God  lets  this 
confederation  home  upon  the  heart,  it  has  a  mighty 
comforting  power.  This  will  raife  up  a  drooping  lpi- 
rit.  When  a  man  is  diftrelled  indeed  with  the  guilt 
of  fin,  the  world  has  no  power  to  comfort  him  ;  his 
priviledges  cannot,  his  duties  cannot,  but  this  thing 
let  home,  has  power  to  eafe  his  heart,  refreih  ms 
foul,  filence  his  confcience.  The  fenfe  of  this  bungs 
great  comfort  to  a  Chriftian.  And  th Q  ^pcftle  menti¬ 
ons  this  confideration  as  the  fecurity  of  Chi  lftians  a- 
gainft  condemnation  :  and  as  that  which  adds  further 
encouragement  to  that  which  rifes  from  his  death, 
Rom.  8.  34.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth ,  it  ts  Chnjt 

that  died,  yea  rather  that  is  rifen  again.  ^  ^ 
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2.  ST  Chrifi's  Exaltation,  he  is  rewarded  for  his 
Sufferings.  God  prefently  upon  his  fufferings  took  - 
him  up  into  heaven,  and  bountifully  rewarded  him 
for  his  undertaking.  Some  feem  loth  to  grant  that 
Chrift  did  merit  for  himfelf but  there  is  no  danger 
in  affirming, that  according  to  compa<ft,God  did  glori- 
oufly  recompence  Chrift  for  his  obedience  &  fufferings 
for  us.  The  primary  defign  of  Chrift’s  undertaking 
was  to  merit  for,  us  ;  but  it  was  every  way  fuitable, 
that  this  fervice  of  his  lhould  be  rewarded.  2  Phil,  s! 
9.  He  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedient  unto  the 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs  :  wherefore  God  alfo 
hath  highly  exalted  him •  God  took  wonderful  con¬ 
tentment  in  it,  that  Chrift  would  lay  down  his  life 
for  us.  That  is  the  intendment  of  that  expreffion, 
'Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  becaufe  I  lay  down 
7ny  life,  Joh.  10.  17.  God  did  highly  approve  of  it, 
and  took  a  complacency  in  it,  ana  in  Chrift  by  reafbn 
of  it  ;  and  manifefted  nis  approbation  by  rewarding 
it.  Chrift  has  a  glorious  reward  in  heaven  :  and  this 
is  an  evidence  that  he  has  gone  through  his  under¬ 
taking  ;  that  he  has  not  failed  in  the  work  that,God 
committed  to  him. 

If  Chrift  had  failed  of  righteoufncfs,  not  only  we. 
but  he  alfo  would  have  failed  of  glory.  ChrifFs  oWn 
glory  had  a  dependance  upon  his  working  out  of  per- 
fe£l  righteoufnefs  as  well  as  ours  :  his  happinefs  and 
ours  were  imbarked  together.  If  he  had  not  run  the 
race,  he  had  not  been  crowned ;  if  he  had  not  been 
a  conquerer,  he  had  not  received  the  price.  If  he  had 
ftmk  under  the  work,  and  not  compleated  our  re¬ 
demption,  God  would  not  have  bellowed  this  reward 
upon  him :  But  fince  he  has  received  a  glorious  re¬ 
ward,  we  may  conclude  he  has  done  his  work,  andper- 
jormed  the  office  of  a  Surety.  This  argument  the  Spirit 
.God  makes  ufe  of,  Joh.  16.  8,9,10.  The  comforter 
will  convince  of  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  I  go  to  my  Father ^ 
and  ye  fee  me  no  more.  The  way  whereby  Chrift  came 
£0  fit  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  majefy  on  high, was 
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tbe  Pursing  of  our  fins  with  his  blood,  Heb.  i.  3.  The 
thing  whereby  Chrift  came  to  be  admitted  into  the 
MV  Place  was  the  obtaining  of  eternal  redemption  jor 
Is  Heb.  9.  1 2.  The  way  that  he  came  to  partake  of 
that  priviledge  of  fitting  down  with  his  Father  on  his 
throne, was  by  overcoming  the  difficulties  of  the  work 

which  he  undertook.  Rev.  3-  ii.  •  .  .  r 

-  Sffe  Exaltation,  he  has  use  admmjtration  of 

things  put  into  his  hands,  that  he  may  Mow  uponjin- 
■neh  that  Salvation,  in  order  to  which  be  fifered- 
That  he  may  put  them  into  the  pofieffion  of  that 
glory  which  was  the  end  of  his  undertaking.  It  is 
frue,  that  Jefus  Chrift  entred  upon  his  Kingly  power 
and  office,  as  well  as  his  other  offices  from ^the ^firft 
publiffiing  of  the  Covenant  or  Grace,  upon  the  lal! 
of  man.  And  Tefus  Chrift  did  in  all  ages  execute 
that  office,  in  governing  the  World,  and  bellowing 
falvation  on  the  Heft.  But  the  Scriptures  do  plainly 
fet  forth  that  Chrift  has  fome  particular  admmfiration 
put  into  his  hands  fince  his  Sufferings,  Eph.i.zo.i,z. 
Since  his  Refurreclion,  God  has  put  all  things  un  er 
his  feet,  ‘Phil.  2.  9-  fpeakingof  the  lame  time, he  lavs, 
God  has  given  him  a  name  above  every  name.  Rev 
a 8  lam  he  that  liveth ,  and  was  dead,  and  behold,  I 
am  alive  for  evermore,  Amen ;  and  have  the  keys  of  heJ 
and  death  The  meaning  of  thefe  Scriptures  is,  that 
hnce  the  Exaltation  of  Chrift  ^minffiration^ 
things  is  in  the  hands  o  the  ^n  Chr.y  rfus^  _ 

The  God-head  is  not  excluded  jbutCuftas  Manhs 

an  hand  in  the  government  of  the  World  m 

his  humane  nature  will  _  vifibly  manage  th 

Judgment  God  will  judge  the  ^  wo;  ;jjn^this  admi„ 

whom  he  hath  ordained ,  Act.  1  p  *  heftow 

niftration  is  put  into  his  hands,  that  he  may  behow 

Atidif  S  ttpon  the  obedience 
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and  fufferings  of  Chrift,  has  put  fuch  power  into  his 
hands,  it  is  a  clear  evidence  that  he  has  fully  paid  for 
our  Salvation.  If  Chrift  had  fallen  fhort  of  purchafing 
our  falvation,  God  would  not  have  given  him  a  com- 
miilion  to  have  bellowed  it.  God  would  have  Hood 
for  full  fatisfa&ion.  He  would  have  objected  that  it 
would  have  been  againft  Jultice  to  have  faved  them. 
But  now  Chrift  having  fully  paid  the  debt,  God  ex¬ 
alts  Chrift  to  his  own  right  hand,  and  invejls  him  with 
full  authority  to  bring  them  rato  blelfednefs. 


CHAP.  V. 


'‘The  fifth  Argument,  from  the  Rromife  of  Salvation  to 


M  thcfe  that  do  believe  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
C  HR  1ST.  The  fixth  Argument ,  from  the  Com¬ 
mand  of  .believing  in  CHRISTs  Righteoufnefs . 


Arg.  V.  Righteoufnefs  which  God  by 

*  ^  v  J  wj  U  ^  ^  Wj/jSisWt  €SK/J\St  L/  1/tV  *'/*'• 

T h  A t  Righteoufnefs  that  God  propofes  to  us,  to 


place  our  confidence  in,  adding  a  promife  of  eternal 
life,  -we  may  iafely  appear  before  him  in.  That  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  is  unqueilionably  fufficient  to  purchafe  our 
falvation,  and  we  may  fafely  have  our  dependance  up- 
011  it,  as  the- price  of  eternal  life  ;  but  God  does  in 
the  G ofp el  encourage  us  by  his  promife  to  truft  in  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  for  .falvation,  He  has  promh 
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So 

fed  eternal  life  to  all  them  in  the  Golpel  that  do  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrifl. 

This  I  Ihall  clear  up  unto  you  in  thele  Propoli- 

^Prop.  I.  THAT  the  encouragement  that  God 
gives  to  thcfe  that  believe  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  jefus 
Chrifl,  is  that  they  pall  have  eternal  life.  Sometimes 
in  the  Scripture  we  find  that  they  that  believe  Ihall 
have  their  fins  forgiven,  A6h  ic.43.  But  we  mull  not 
underfland  that  they  are  only  brought  into  a  Hate  ot 
reconciliation  at  prefent ;  from  which  they  may  la 
away  again  ;  that  only  their  former  fins  are  pardone  , 
fo  that  if  they  lhould  fin  again,  it  is  at  their  peril  of 
eternal  damnation  :  But  the  thing  that  the  Golpel  en¬ 
courages  believers  with  the  hopes  of,  is  Salvation. 
Sometimes  it  is  exprelled  in  more  general  terms,that 
they  Ihall  not  be  confounded,  1  Pet.  12.  6.  They  jhall 
not  be  caft  out,  Joh.  6.  37-  Sometimes  it  is  exprelled, 
that  they  (hall  not  enter  into  condemnation,  Joh.  5.  24. 
Sometimes  pofitively  ;  That  nnhofbever  beheveth  on 
him.  pould  not  per  ip,  but  have  ever lofting  /j/e,Joh.3.  i<5. 

Prop.  II.  THAT  God  engages  hrnfelf  by  promfe 
to  give  believers  eternal  life.  He  does  not  give  them 
fome  uncertain  encouragement  of  it ;  but  binds  him- 
felf  by  his  promife.  When  God  exprelies  himfelf  in 
h's  Word,  That  he  that  beheveth  on  the  Son  hath  e- 

verlafting  life,  Joh.  3.  and  U  thf 

and  is  baptized  jhall  be  faved,  Mar.n?.  16.  , 

not  manifell  meerly  his  purpofes,  though 

purpofes  are  irrevocable;  neither  are  fuch e xpreffions 

meer  declarations  of  what  God  is  frequently  omit  to 

do  ;  as  it  is  with  many  paflages  in  the  bo°k?f  E,, 

verb  s-  but  they  are  proper  pmrnfes.  God  himlelf  cal  is 

E  promifesJiTim.  ,7 .  Uc"rtim  » 

i,,,  qerut  Chrifl.  So,  Rom.  4.  1 6.  Gal.  3.  -2.  And  this 
if  a  part  of  the  Covenant-,  indeed  the  mam  part  of  it. 
God^is  bound  by  Covenant  to  give  life  unto  bea¬ 
vers  And  becaufe  Chrifb  has  purchafed  this  and  other 

bleffings,  that  God  is  by  Covenant  engaged  to  bellow. 
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he  is  called,  tbe  Mediator  of  the  new  Covenant ,  Heb. 
i  a.  14.  And  hence  it  is  a  part  0  f  fait hfulnefs  to  pre- 
ferve  believers  unto  glory,  1  Tbcf.  5.  23,  24.  The 
faithfuhefs  of  God  Hands  bound  unto  believers,  Heb, 

I O.  2,  5  *  •  m 

Prop.  III.  THIS  promife  of  eternal  life  is  made 
to  thofe  that  believe* on  the  Right eoufnefs  of  Chrift . 
Thole  that  have  their  dependance  upon  the  blood  and 
redemption  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  all  thole  that  have  their 
expectation  from  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  fhall  be 
faved.  Rom.  2.  25.  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a 
propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood.  We  muft 
place  our  faith  in  the  fufferings  of  Jefus  Chrift.  This 
is  that  faith  triumphs  in  as  the  matter  of  juftification, 
Rom.  8.  34.  Who  is  he  that  condmneth  ?  it  is  Chrift 
that  died. 

§3eft-  Here  we  may  inquire.  What  aft  of  Faith 
it  is y  that  is  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace  ? 

Thf  1.  That  ait  of  Faith  that  is  J&e  condition  of 
the  Covenant,  is  a  relying  upon  Goer  through,  jefus 
Chrift  for  falyation  as  offered  in  the  Gofpel.  There  are 
many  a6ts  of  faving  Faith  befides  this.  Faith  refpeds 
the  whole  book  of  God  ;  all  the  promifes^hreatnings, 
prophecies  therein.  By  faving  faith  we  believe  the 
Creation  of  the  World,  the  general  Deluge,  the 
coming  of  Chrift  in  the  fiefli.  But  thefe  adings  of  it 
are  not  the  condition  of  the  Covenant.  So  lilcewife 
by  faith  we  do  depend  upon  Chrift  for  particular 
outward  blejfwgs  ;  but  though  that  be  a  thing  that 
does  accompany  falvation,  yet  it  is  not  the  condition 
of  the  Covenant.  But  that  ad  of  faith  which  is  the 
condition  of  the  Covenant,  has  thofe  four  properties , ' 

Fir  ft.  IT  is  a  relyi  ng  upon  God.  God  is  the  ultimate 
objed  of  faith.  What  Chrift  does  in  order  to  our 
ialvation,  he  does  as  the  meffenger  and  fervanfc  of 
his  Father.  So  that  faith  is  to  reft  upon  God.  There¬ 
fore  we  are  {aid  to  come  to  God  by  Jefus  Chrift >  Heb. 
7*  2  5*  God  is  the  objed  of  faith,  both  under  the  Co- 

F  4  '  venant 
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venant  of  Works,  and  the  Covenant  of  Grace.  Our 
faith  and  hopecmufi  be  in  God,  i  Pet.  i.  2,1. 

Secondly.  IT*  is  a  relying  on  God  for  Salvation . 
Tho’  fometimes  the  thoughts  are  efpecially  upon  par¬ 
don  of  fin,  but  that  is  in  order  to  falvatipn.  But  their 
faith  does  lay  hold  of  God  for  falvation.  Act.  16. 3 0,3  4. 
And  that  this  is  a  property  of  that  aft  of  faith  which 
is  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  appears  from  hence, 
becaufe  the  offers  of  grace  are  propofed  in  that  man¬ 
ner,  that  we  bel  ieve  for  pardon  and  falvation :  that  is 
the  great  thing  promifed  in  the  Covenant,  joh. 3.  14* 
And  therefore  that  is  the  great  thing  entertained  by 
that  faith  which  is  the  condition  of  the  Covenant. 

'Thirdly.  IT  is  a  relying  upon  God  through  Chnjt . 
Chrift  is  the  Mediator  that  we  muff  come  by  ;  he  is 
the  great  Ordinance  that  we  muff  make  ule  ot  we 

muff  have  our  dependance  on  God  through  him.  And 

therefore  when  we  accept  of  the  call  of  the  Golpe  , 
we  are  faid  to Relieve  in  him ,  connect 0  him,  open  to  him, 

receive  him ,  jw.  35*  37-  Rev.$.io.  LZ- 

time  we  are  faid  to  believe  in  bts  name  Joh. i.iz.  l  heie 
can  be  no  entring  into  the  Covenant  o  Grace,  or 
performing  the  condition  of  it  without  coming  un  o 
Chrift.  And  therefore  in  fuch  places  wdiere  Chnft  is 
known,  there  is  no  Salvation.  . 

Fourthly.  IT’ is.  a  relying  on  him  as  offered  m  the 

G<?  The  Scripture  does ^propofe  Chrift tc .be believ¬ 
ed  on,  both  as  the  pur  chafer  and 

The  Word  of  God  d,oes  propofe  him  to  betheobjett 
of  faith,  both  as  purchaser  and  difpenfer  of  life,  tie 

is  made  to  usforwifdom,nghteoufmfs,fanatficau wnand 

redemption.  He  is  declared  to  be  *he  g. 

falvation,  x  Tim .2.5.  He  has  given  h^Waffaf‘  JHg 
us  So  he  is  declared  to  be  the  difpenf  j  • 
has  power  over  all  fleff,  to  give  ^fnal^°  f/ 

as  God  has  civen  him,  joh.  17-  2*  ^  f  .  i 

rp ollly  but  a  'Prophet  anti  a  King ;  and  out  faith 

does  itot1  juftify  »  meetly  as  it  telias  upon  the  blood 
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and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  are  the  matter  of 
our  juftification,  but  as  it  entertains  Jefus  Chrift ; 
for  that  is  the  condition  of  the  Covenant. 


5.  It  cannot  be  proved  from  the  Word  of  God, 
that  a  man  can  come  to  Chrifi  for  Salvation  without  re¬ 
lying  particularly  upon  his  Righteoufnefs.  It  will  not 
be  evinced  from  Scripture,  that  a  man  can  dole 
with  Chrift  as  a  Saviour  in  general,  and  not  diftin&ly 
refi  upon  him  as  having  fat i sped  the  jufiice  of  God.  for 
us ;  becaufe  the  heart  will  not  be  fatisfied  in  the  fafe- 
ty  of  coming  to  Chrift,  except  he  fee  away  how  the 
Law  is  anfivered.  And  therefore  God  has  taken  care 
from  the  beginning  of  the  World  to  make  known  the 
/offerings  of  Jefus  Chrift  ,*  and  there  was  a  .continual 
reprefentation  of  them  in  the  ancient  Church .  He  that 
underftands  not  the  ftricftnefs  of  the  Law  cannot  fee 
the  need  of  Chrift  ;  and  he  that  underftands  not  the 
fufferings  of.  Chrift,  cannot  fee  the  fafety  that  is  in 
Chrift  for  fuch  who  are  under  the  fentence  of  fo  ftricft 
a  Law.  There  is  one  great  difficulty^  in  the  way  .  of 
receiving  this  pofition ,  viz •  that  the  Difciples  of  Chrift, 
who  were  good  men,  and  did  believe  in  Chrift,  and 
profefled  that  he  had  the  words  of  eternal  life,  yet 
did  not  underftand  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  Mar.  9. 
31,  32*  He  faid  to  them ,  the  Son  of  man  is  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  men ,  and  they  pall  kill  him ,  and  a  f- 
ter  that  he  is  killed  he  fljall  rife  again  the  third  day# 
hut  they  underfiood  not  that  faying :  fo  Mat.  16 •  21, 22- 
And  whpn  he  fuffered  it  made  them  queftion  whether 
he  was  the  Meffiahy  Luk.  24.  21,  But  it  is  poflible 
they  might  believe  the  DoBrine  of  ChrilLs  fufferings, 
and  yet  not  underftand  either  that  manner  of  it,  that 
it  Ihould  be  done  by  the  Priefts  and  people  of  Ifrael ; 
or  not  underftand  tne  time  of  it,  being  carried  away 
with  the  vulgar  error  of  the  Jews,  that  the  Meffiah 
would  fet  up  a  glorious  worldly  Kingdom:  but  it  is 
very  hard  to  conceive,  that  they  fhould  be  wholly  ig« 
ttprant  of  the  fignification  of  the  facrifices,  and  of  the 

meaning 
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meaning  of  many  Prophecies  of  the  Old  TefiametA 
refpe&ing  this  thing,  i  ‘Pet.  i.n. 


Prof.  IV.  The  ‘Promife  to  thofe  that _  believe  in 
Chriji  is  univerfal.  There  be  fome  indefinite  promi- 
fes,  which  are  declarations  of  what  God  will  do  for 
fome  or  many  of  his  People ;  and  no  particular  Saint 
can  from  thence  conclude  that  they  fhall  be  made  good 
unto  them;  but  this  promife  is  univerfal,  hereby  God 
abfolutely  binds  himfelf  to  every  Believer  to  give 

him  eternal  life.  . 

x.  This  appears  becaufe  the  words  of  umverjahty 

are  added  to  the  promile.  So  that  God  becomes  en~ 
spiffed  to  every  Believer.  So  the  promife  is  fometime 
exprelTed  to  all.AcV.  1 5.39-  All  that  believe  are  jujltfied. 
So  Rom-  z.zz.  And  by  all  we  are  not  to  underftand 
as  fometimes  fome  of  all  forts,  but  all  and  pPery  one , 
for  fo  it  is  exprelled  fometimes,  Joh.  3.16.  Whofoevet 
believeth  on  him  pall  have  everlafting  life.  Att.io.p^ 
Whofoever  believeth  on  him  pall  have  remijfion  oj  fins. 
So  that  God  engages  himfelf  to  Believers  man  by  man 
So  he  fpeaks  to  men  particularly.  If  am  man  hear  my 
voice  and  open  unto  me,  I  will  come  in  cjc.  Kev.3.20. 

a.  ‘THERE  is  no  limitation  of  this  promife  cxpreJJcS 
tn  the  whole  Scriptures.  Sometime  there  is  fome  con¬ 
dition*  that  a  promife  is  to  be  underftood  with,  that  is 
fet  down  in  fome  other  place  of  Scripture,  but  there 
is  not  any  thing  exprelled  in  the  Scripture  that  does 
limit  or  reltrain  this  promife  ;  or  confine  it  to  fome 
Severs.  In  Mar.  16.  16.  it  is  faid.  He  that  beltev- 
eth  and  is  baptized  pall  be  Caved.  But  being  bapti¬ 
zed  is  no  part  of  the  condition  of  Salvation,  but  s 
mentioned  as  z  fruit  and  evidence  of  faith.  That  it  1 
not  a  condition  is  plain  :  becaufe  in  the  threatmng 
that  is  added,  he  does  not  fay,  that  he  that  is  net  bap¬ 
tized  (hall  be  damned ;  but  he  that 

HOLINESS  is  not  properly  a  condition  of  Salva¬ 
tion  Such  promifes  as  make  mention  of  holmefs 
AnnC  make  God’s  Covenant  with  believers  conditio- 
S'SK  13  uofuch  condition  .  rente  the 
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Salvation  of  believers  queflionable.  Such  promifes 
as  mention  it  only  fhew  the  order  and  way  wherein 
God  will  bellow  Salvation  on  believers.  Holinefs  is 
a  promifed  condition  :  God  is  engaged  to  give  holi¬ 
nefs  to  believers,  i  I'hef.  y  22,23.  Holinefs  cannot 
be  properly  a  condition,  becaufe  before  his  perfeve- 
ranee  in  holinefs  he  is  juflified ;  that  is,  declared  an 
heir  of  glory,  Rom .  5.  1.  Therefore  the  condition  is 
already  fulfilled.  God  offers  life  to  finners  upon  the 
condition  of  believing  :  and  the  very  mentioning  of 
that  condition  is  exclufive  of  any  other. 

The  invitation  to  believe  is  fometime  dire&ed  t© 
fome  particular  forts  of  finners :  As  to  thofe  that  are 
thirfly ,  Ifai.  55.  1.  To  thofe  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
laden.  Mat.  ir.  28.  But  it  is  one  thing  for  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  be  particularly  applied  to  this  or  that  fort  of 
finners  ;  another  thing  for  it  to  be  confined  unto  them. 
The  invitation  is  directed  to  all  finners  that  live  under 
the  Gofoel,  except  thofe  that  have  committed  the  un¬ 
pardonable  fin.  The  promife  is  abfolute  to  all  Relie¬ 
vers,  without  any  exception  at  all. 

3.  & HERE  is  no  limitation  of  the  promife  to  he  un¬ 
der  flood.  There  is  no  exception  to  be  underflood. 
Men  need  not  fear  that  Goa  has  fome  refervation  in 
his  own  breafl :  for  no  exception  that  is  not  fairly  to 
be  underflood  can  be  of  any  force  to  avoid  the  pen* 
fonnance  of  a  promife.  Nothing  can  be  underfloocl 
to  contradict  what  is  expreffed.  Befides  God  tells  us 
that  there  is  no  exception,  Joh.  6. 37.  He  that  cometh 
unto  me  I  will  in  no  wife  cafi  out * 

Prop.  V.  ‘THAf  the  promife  of  eternal  life  is  mack 
to  one  aft  of  believing  on  Jefus  Chrifi.  ^Tis  not  the 
habit  but  the  aft  or  faith  that  the  promife  is  made 
to.  The  promife  under  the  Covenant  Qf  Works  was 
not  made  to  habitual  holinefs;  and  the  promife  under 
the  Covenant  of  Grace  is  not  made  to  habitual  faith  : 
As  a  Woman’s  difpofition  to  marry  a  man  does  not 
give  her  a  right  to  him  or  his  eflate,  but  the  aClual 
marrying  of  the  Man  ;  fo  it  is  here  ;  it  is  in  a  way 
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of  Covenanting  that  we  have  an  intereft  in  the  Cove-* 
nant  of  Grace.  The  Scripture  fets  forth  that  faith  that 
gives  us  right  in  the  Covenant  of  Grace  by  words  that 
iignify  aftions  :  as  coming  to  Chrifly  opening  to  him ,  be - 
lieveth  on  himy  and  the  like .  But  it  is  one  aft  of  be¬ 
lieving  that  makes  a  man  an  heir  of  life.  God  offers 
eternal  life  on  condition  of  one  aft  of  believing. 
When  God  fays.  He  that  believeth  Jball  be  faved  ;  the 
meaning  is  not  that  he  that  believeth  as  long 
as  he  lives  fhall  be  faved,  but  he  that  performeth 
one  aft  of  faith ;  one  aft  of  faith  gives  a  man  as  real 
an  intereft  in  Ohrid  as  a  thoufand.  One  aft  of  Cove¬ 
nanting  makes  up  the  match  :  one  aft  of  clofmg  with 
Chrift  makes  a  man  an  heir  of  life  :  after  afts  of  faith 
may  evidence  his  title  to  heaven,  but  it  is  the  firft 
aft  of  faith  that  gives  him  his  title.  God  offers  life 
to  us  in  the  Gofpel  on  this  condition,  that  we  will 
accept  of  it,  Joh.5.24.  And  it  is  unreafonable  to  think 
that  the  meaning  of  it  is,  if  \ye  accept  of  it  an  hun¬ 
ched  or  a  thoufand  times,  or  as  long  as  we  live  ,  but 
the  meaning  is,  if  we  do  once  accept  of  it:  and  there¬ 
fore  thofe  that  have  accepted  of  it  are  laid  to  have  e~ 
ttr nal  life,  1  Toh.  5.  15. 

This  further  appears, 

t.  BECAUSE  they  that  have  performed  one  aft  of 
faith  are  already  jufiified  and  adopted ,  Their  lins  are 
prefently  pardoned  on  their  coming  to  Chrift  God 
don’t  lufpend  the  aft  of  Jollification,  and  wait  to  fee 
whether  they  will  continue  to  believe  ;  but  out  of 
hand  he  iffues  out  a  pardon  for  them.  If  called  then 
jujlified ,  Rom.  8.  50.  •  And  thefe  are  prefently  adopt¬ 
ed,  Job.  1.  12.  And  there  is  no  revoking  of  thefe  afts. 

2.  WHEN  once  men  believe  it  is  part  of  God's  Cove 
nant  to  make  them  to  continue  to  believe.  It  cannot: 
be  properly  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  ;  for  it  h 
a  part  of  the  mercy  promifed  unto  us  when  we  come 
unto  Chrift :  all  the  fubfequent  afts  of  faith  are  part 
of  that  falvation  that  God  promifes  :  And  furely  that 
that  is  due  unto  us  by  the  Covenant,  can’t  be  proper- 
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ly  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  :  Continuance  of 
faith  is  part  of  that  fanltifi cation  which  God  has  en¬ 
gaged  to  us,  1  Cot .  1.  30. 

3.  IF  God  did  not  offer  life  upon  condition  of  one  all 
ef  believing ,  we  Jbould  not  have  fufficient  encourage¬ 
ment  to  perform  one  a5l  of  believing  on  Chrifi.  If  God 
fliould  lay  to  a  finner,  if  you  will  accept  of  the  offer 
of  Salvation,  both  now  and  hereafter,  I  will  fave  you. 
What  ground  could  the  finner  have  to  believe  ?  The 
finner  would  readily  fay.  How  do  I  know  that  I  fhall 
believe  hereafter  ?  He  could  fee  no  fafety  in  fuch  an 
offer.  A  prefumptuous  finner  that  doted  on  his  own 
llrength,  might  venture  on  it :  but  a  man  that  knows 
himfelf,  could  not  find  reft  in  fuch  an  offer  ;  but 
now  when  he  offers  life  to  us,  if  we  will  now  accept 
it,  the  foul  can  find  encouragement  enough  there* 
Jer *  3.  22. 

And  finceGodhas promifed  life  unto  all  that  believe 
in  the  right eoufnej. s  of  Chrifi ;  it  mufi  needs  be  fafe  to 
appear  before  God  in  this  Right eoufnefs.  We  need  no 
greater  affurance  of  falvation  than  the  promife  of  God : 
this  is  a  fufficient  fecurity  to  believers,  whatever  un¬ 
likelihoods  may  appear  to  them  at  any  time  of,  their 
falvation.  The  fait frf nine fs  of  God  ftands  engaged* 
and  this  is  a  foundation  of  everlafting  comfort-  The 
witnefs  of  God  gives  greater  affurance,  than  the  te£ 
timpny  of  all  the  men  in  the  world:  If  we  believe  the 
witnefis  of  men ,  the  witnefis  of  God  is  greater ,  Joh.  5.  9* 
This  we  may  fecurely  rejoyce  in:  T he  words  of  the 
Lord  are  pure  words ,  as  jiivcr  tryed  in  a  furnace  of 
earth  purified  fieven  times ,  Pfal.  12 •  6.  There  is  no 
deceit  or  fraud  in  Gods  promifes :  this  is  armour  of 
proof  againft  all  temptations.  His  truth  fhall  be  thy 
fhield  and  buckler ,  rial.  91.  4.  If  our  Souls  were  a 
thoufand  times  dearer  to  us  than  they  are,  we  might 
quietly  venture  them  on  the  promifie  of  God.  God 
has  made  a  promife  to  us,  has  fent  his  Servants  to 
publifh  it  in  his  name;  hasordained  the  office  of  the 
ffliMfiry  to  witnefs  it  unto  us  from  him  ;  and  furely 
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he  has  not  appointed  them  to  go  with  a  lye  in  their 

mouths.  # 

GOD  has  not  only  fail  it,  but  given  it  us  under 

his  hani9  left  it  upon  record  ;  to  be  a  witnefs  for  us. 
*this  is  the  record  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal 
life,  #nd  this  life  is  in  his  Son,  i  Job.  5.  11.  And  we 
may  quietly  rely  on  this  :  it  is  impoffible  that  the 
promife  of  God  fhould  fail  of  its  accomplilhment. 
God  is  faithful,  1  Thef.5.  23.  He  is  very  faithful, Pfal. 
1 19.  138.  His  faithfulnefs  reacheth  unto  the  clouds, Pfal. 

3 6.  5.  It  endureth  for  ever,  Pfal.  117.  2.  God  can't 
forget  his  word.  Sometimes  the  memories  of  men 
don't  ferve  to  keep  their  promifes ;  things  flip  out 
of  their  remembrance:  but  God  is  pot  fubjeft  to 
any  fuch  infirmity.  He  always  wind  his  covenant , rial. 
hi.  5.  His  promifes  are  all  written  on  his  heart,  no 
traft  of  time  can  wear  them  out  of  his  remembrance. 
He  has  remcmbredhis  covenant  for  ever ,  the  word  which 
he  cownanded  to  a  thouf and  generations,  Pfal.  105.  o. 
God  is  unchangeable ;  men  are  fickle  and  inconftant, 
in  one  mind  to  day,  and  another  to  morrow.  Some¬ 
times  men  change  their  minds  out  of  meer  ficklenels, 
fometimes  from  the  change  of  their  condition,  or  di¬ 
vers  appearances  in  Providences  j  but  God  is  not  tub- 
left  to  any  mutation  ;  His  purpofes  are  more  firm, 
than  mountains  of  brafs-  He  fays  repentance  pall  be 
m  from  his  eyes,  Hof.  13.  14.  God  is  perfectly  holy, 
and  therefore  cannot  fail  of  his  worth  Men  having  a 
principle  of  fin  in  them,  may  be  out-hid  to  neglect  the 
fulfilling  of  their  promifes ,  but  there  is  not  the  lealt 
fpark  ot  unholinefs  in  God  :  Holinefs  is  his  nature. 
Mi  6.  a.  Yea  fuch  is  the  perfection  of  God  s  na¬ 
ture,  that  he  is  not  liable  to  thok  temptations r  to ,  fpeafc 
falfe  that  men  are.  Men  fometune  fpeak  falle  out 
of  fear  ;  they  fear  the  anger  and  contempt  of  men  ; 
but  God  fears  none.  Men  fometune  fpeak  falfe  m 
hone^ of  Min.  Jacob  lies  to  get  the  hleffing ;  Gehaz-t 
to  enrich  himfelf :  but  God  is  hot  capable  to  gain  any 
tfcing  by  the  creature.  Men  fometune  fpeak  falfe  . 


Chap.  IV.  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Christ,  $$ 

they  may  appear  better  than  they  are  ;  but  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  God  fhould  appear  more  gracious  and 
glorious  than  he  is.  Men  fometime  decline  fulfilling 
of  their  promifes,  becaufe  it  proves  difficult  to  do  it* 
or  brings  fome  unthought  of  inconveniencies  upon 
them  ;  but  every  thing  is  eafy  to  God ;  every  thing 
is  known  unto  him  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  God  having  engaged  falvation  to  believers, 
they  may  fay  as  2) avid,  Therefore  we  will  not  fear, 
though  the  earth  be  removed  $3c.  The  falvation  of 
believers,  and  the  honour  of  God’s  faithfulnefs  are 
embarked  together,  they  muft  fink  and  fwim  toge¬ 
ther.  Believers  cannot  fail  of  falvation,  unlefs  God 
fail  of  his  glory  ;  unlefs  God’s  word  fail,  which  is 
impoffible,  the  falvation  of  believers  cannot  fail. 

Arg.  vi.  They  that  are  commanded  of  God  to 
believe  in  the  Right eoufnefs  of  Chrifi  may  fafely  ap¬ 
pear  before  Godin  the  Right  eoufnefs  of  Chrifi  but  we 
are  commanded  by  God  to  believe  in  the  Right  eoufnefs 
of  Chrifi, .  J  J 

Though  the  calls  of  the  Gofpel  are  many  times 
propounded  in  a  way  of  invitation,  they  are  fet  before 
us  as  gracious  offers,  wherein  God  is  in  a  way  of 
grace  tendring  a  great  benefit  unto  us;  yet  they  have 
the  force  of  commands . 

I  might  argue  the  fafety  of  coming  unto  Chrifi, 
from  thence,  that  we  are  invited  to  come  unto  him 
for  help.  For  furely  in  thofe  Invitations  God  does 
not  go  about  to  delude  men,  and  lovingly  draw  them 
in,  to  take  fuch  a  method  for  the  falvation  of  their 
Souls,  as  would  fail  them.  ’Tis  not  to  be  imagined, 
*hat  the  glorious  God  would  with  great  feeming  love 
to  the  fouls  of  men,  draw  them  into  a fnare, and  with 
an  appearance  of  good-will  to  them,  advife  them  to 
take  a  courfe  that  were  not  fafe.  It  is  not  to  be 
thought  that  God  would  lovingly,  and  with  a  great 
deal  of  tendernefs  perfwade  men  to  fet  their  feet  in 
liippery  places,  and  build  their  hopes  upon  a  Tandy 
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foundation*  There  i$  no  luch  deluflon  in  the  Gol- 
pel.  He  would  not  urge  men  with  fuch  compaffion 
to  put  their  truft  in  Chrift,  but  that  the  welfare  of 
their  Souls  is  fecured  thereby  r  they  may  without 
fear  venture  upon  the  couniels  and  entreaties  oi  the 
Lord  ;  being  fecure  in  that,  that  God  will  not  lead 
them  into  danger*  W  hen  God  advifes  us  to  truft  in 
Chrift,  he  commends  this  way  to  us  as  a  way  oj  faje- 
ty  :  for  ?tis  no  part  of  love  to  advife  us  to.  put  our 

confidence  in  a  broken  reed* 

But  befides  what  may  be  argued  this  way,  then? 
invitations  have  in  them  the  force  of  Commands ,  and 
lay  us  under  duty  in  obedience  unto  God,  to  come 
unto  Chrift*  As  there  is  love  in  thefe  calls,  io  there 
is  authority  alfo*  We  are  not  left  at  liberty,whether 
we  will  come  to  Chrift  or  no,  but  are  required  to 
come-  God  dots  prefcribe  this  way,  and  11 

both  by  his  love  and  alfo  his  authority*  God  that  has 
put  Telus  Chrift  into  office,  doth  require  us  to  receive 
him  in  all  his  Offices,  Vfal  i*  And  amongother 
ways,  to  be  putting  our  trufi  tn  bm.  Therefore  this 
is  called  the  work  of  God ,  Joh.tf.2.9.  This  is  the  gieat 
bufinefs  that  he  hasfet  us  to  do  ;  and  this  is  calle 
lois  commandment ,  1  Joh*  3.  23.  which  hews  not  only 
that  it  is  commanded,  but  that  this  is  th &fpecial  com¬ 
mandment,  that  God  lays  peculiar  weight  upon.  And 
hence  it  is  a  fin  for  men  not  to  believe  in  Jefus 
Chrift.  This  the  Spirit  reproves  for,  Joh  itf.  ?.  fM 
becaufe  they  believe  not  on  me.  Hence  God  is  angry 
with  thofe  that  ftay  away  from  Chrift,  14.  ai- 

This  command  of  believing  in  Chrift  is  a  l ) anch 
of  the  fecond  Commandment  in  the  law.  By  that  com- 

W  inquired  .ha, t  fend  ft* 

man  :  and  this  is  the  great  tnfimtton  of  God ;  under 
the  Covenant  of  Grace,  that  we 
Shrill,  feek  to  God  through  him,  and  b 
&him.  Jeful  thrift  a  the  great  Orinancs 
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that  God  Jhas  let  up  to  be.  worftlipped  by. ,  .  Jefus 
Chrift  as  God  is  to  be  worshipped  with  ciivin6  wor¬ 
ship,  by  vertue  of  the  firfi  Command.  Jefus  Chrift 
ds  Mediatory  is  the  means  whereby  we  are  tb  draw- 
high  to  God,  by  vertue  of  the  fecond  Command:  As 
the  ftcrifices  of  old  werfe  a  jfidhcipalOrdiriance  where¬ 
by  God  was  to  be  Worshipped.,  lo  Chrift  who  Was  ty¬ 
pified  by  thofe  facrifices,  was  and  is  the  principal  Or¬ 
dinance  whereby  fallen  man  is  to  draw  nigh  >  unto 
God ;  arid  through  whom  we  are  to  believe  In  him’ 
And  this  command  of  God  does  argue  the  fafely  of 
appearing  in  Chrift3  s  Right  eoufnefs  ;  the  eomntand*  of 
God  does  evidence  our  ajfured  Salvation  in  this  way-  This 

W  ould  never  have  been  Commanded  of  God  if  it  word 
not  Safe. 

And  this  appears  By  three  things;  :  -  •  • . .  . 

be  commanded ,  that  we  believe  in  fteful 
Cfonjl  s  Right  eoufnefs  y  then  it  is  lawful  for  us  ft  tofloa 
God  would  never  put  us  upon  that;  which  ih  its  bwii 
nature  is  not  lawful.  It  Snuft  needs  be  a  warrantable 
f^ngforus  t0  °^r  5rilft  ih  the  Righteoufneft  of 
Cm  nr  :  there  can  be  no  unlawfulnefs  in  attending 
that  wnicnGod  requires  :  But  iC it  were  not  Safe  to  an- 
pear  in  tiie  righteotiihefs  of  Chrift  it  could  not  be 
lawful  to  believe  in  it  ;  it  would,  be  an  irregular  thin 
to  put  our  truft  therein  :  And  that  on  two  account sf* 

^  ,  would  be  a  putting  of  too  much  honour  upon 
Lnnft  and  ins  Right  eoufnefs.  If  it  were  not  fafe  ap¬ 
pearing  in  GhriSbs  Righteoufnefs,  then  ChrifFs  High- 
*.eouineis  were  not  worthy  to  be  believed  ih.  If  It 
were  not  fafe  trufting  in  it;  tHeri  we  Should  give  tod 
nigh  a  commerldatiori  to  it^  when  we  believe  in  it  ; 

i?r  when  we  believe  in  it,  we  proclaim  it  to  be  fife 
io  to  do  It  would  be  an  idolizing  of  Chriftfi  R!gh- 
A°.u  nefi,  to  truft  in  it,  if  it  were  not  fafe  fo  to  do  i 
\xru  a  tau  , t?.  believe  in  that  -which  cannot  five, 
i  ielWf  believe  in  Chriftfi  Righteoilfnefs,  v/e  give 


inn  the  honour  of  having  purchafed  Salvation  (or  uo  „ 
L  it  were  not  fafe  to  truft  in  Chrift's  Righteou(r\efi; 
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then  in  fo  doing  we  ihould  give  him  a  glory  that 

belong^not^to^im. p^atUry  m  t0  believe  in  the 

Rkhteoufnefs  of  Chrifi.  If  it  were  not  fafe  appearing 
in  ft  it  could  not  be  lawful  to  truft  in  it  :  to  truft  in 
jt  would  be  prefumption.  What  would  it  be,but  o 
delude  our  lelves,  and  to  pleafe  our  fetes  with  an 
idle  dream,  which  would  deceive  us.  Men  r  . 
med  in  the  word  of  God  for  fuch  confidences,  If  at. 
20.  8.  It  is  not  lawful  or  warrantable  for  us  to  be- 
lieve'in  that  which  we  have  not  fufficient  encomage- 
ment  to  believe  in ;  but  we  have  not  efficient  encou¬ 
ragement  to  believe  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chnft  | 

^  he  not  fafe  to  appear  before  God  in  it.  VYnat car 
encourage  us  to  depend  upon,  and  be  fatisfied  in  tha  , 

believe  on  the 

Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift/te  it  ts  duty  Jo  t0^  .^n 
we  are  bound  in  confcience  to  come  unto  Chnft^  we 

righteoufnefs  of 

'faith?  It  were  an  hardleffon  to  be  bound  in  conf- 
•  .  ,t„  that  which  we  could  not  fatrfy  our  conf- 

cience  to  do  that  wh  en  for  to 

ihould  command  m  to  love  that 
whkh  is  not  lovely,  or  to  mourn  bj  jg  » 
not  matte,  of  furrow,  or to ^ 

fidence-  1  hat  wouia  oe  v<=  y  >  ,  couid  not 

pu“ Kite  o“ S*  to  Chrtt’i 

notion,  that  there  is  ground  of  confidence  in 
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fwafions  can  pfevail  to  malcetneh  reft  in  that-  which 
they  could  not  fafely  reft  Upon  ?  The  Lord  is  3 
righteous  God;  and  gives  no  fuch  unequal  command ; 
all  his  commands  are  righteous,  he  requires  but  what 
is  equal.  fPfal-  1  ij>.  198: 

9-  If  God  commands  us  to  believe  on  the  Riahte- 
oufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  then  we  tnitft  do  it  Upon  paid 
of  damnation ;  if  we  fail  thereof  Every  fin  does  by 
law  deferve  death :  and  the  continuance  in  the  neg- 
left  of  any  known  command  does  unavoidably  bring 
death  and  ruine ;  and  fo  the  neglect  of  this  command! 
J°h-  ?•  18-  He  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already^ 
becaufe  he  hath  hot  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  be¬ 
gotten  Son  of  God •  Certainly  then  it  muft  be  a  fafe 
thing  to  believe  on  Jefus  Chrift.  If  there  be  no  fafe- 
ry  in  believing;  there  is  no  reafon  that  we  fticuld 
be  punilhed  for  not  believing  :  if  there  be  no 
Safety  in  believing  in  Chrift,  then  it  is  madnefs  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  Chrift ;  and  will  God  punifh  us  for  not  adding 
the  part  of  mad  men?  It  were  an  unreafonable  thing 
for  a  man  to  believe  in  Chrift,  if  it  were  not  fafe  fj 
to  do;  and  therefore  unreafonable'  that  he  ftiould  be 
puniftied  for  not  doing  of  it,.  Will  God  damri  meri 
for  not  building  their  hopes  fob  heaven  upon  the  fand  > 
Will  God  caft  a  man  into  hell,  becaufe  he  will  not 
embrace  a  delufion;  and  put  his  confidence  in  a  bro¬ 
ken  reed  ?  The  Lord  is  a  righteous  God;  and  would 
never  punifli  men  for  not  believing,  if  they  had  not 
abundant  encouragement  to  believe.  The  command 
of  this  holy  God  gives  us  great  fecurity  in  believing. 

J  °n*  r  2-50.  I  know  that  his  command  is  life  everbkihg • 
Objedt  Here  it  may  be objeded  againft  thisAr- 
gumerit,  jf hat  we  are  comniaHded  by  God  to  believe  for 
many  things,  and  to.  believe  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  for  them  which  We  have  no  certain  fecurity  th  ft 
we  fh  all  enjoy  in  a  way  of  believing :  whatever  we  pray 
for  we  muft  do  it  believing ;  and  we  muft  do  it  iH  the 
tattle  of  Chrift ;  fhus  we  are  to  believe  for  health,  for 
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corner  Son  of  all  cur  Children,  for  rain,  and  other  pub - 
lick  mercies •  So  that  it  is  -  no  hard  or  unreasonable 
thine:  to  be  commanded  to  believe  for  that  which  is not 
Cure  in  a  way  of  believing ,  neither,  do  we  want  jujjici- 
ent  encouragement  to  believe, [though  the  thing  we  be¬ 
lieve  for  be  not  fure  to  us  in  that  way ■ 

Anf.  ‘THJTaki  of  Faith  which  is  the  condition  of 

the  ‘Covenant  of  Grace  is  far  differing  (com  other  acts 
of  faith  that  are  required  of  us.  We  do  believe  for 
a  mercy,  when  by  a  fpirit  of  faith  ° 

any  of  thofe  encouragements  which  God  gives  us, 
with  refpeft  to  that  mercy.  That  when  we  areen- 
eouraged  by  the  power  of  God,  the  mercy  of  Go  , 
the  love  of  Gbd  to  us,  indefinite  promifes,  th. .  r - 

demption  of  Chrift - ,  to  rely  upon  God  with 

quietnefs  for  a  mercy,  with  fubmilfion  to  his  ho  y 

will,  we  do  believe  in  God  for  t  a 
this  we  have  fufficient  encouragement  to  do  though 
there  be  no  certainty  that  we  lhall  enjoy  the  meicy 
£  that  w^y  And  fhis  God  may  fairfj  command  us 

though  he  YVf.SS./  fc  S3 'J<f 

that  Faith  which  is  the  condition  UJ  ff  ■> 

Grace  does  much  differ  horn  this  :  that  is  an  accept 
in?  of  Chrift  and  Salvation  by  him  as  ofteied  to  us  , 
3°  relying  on  him  for  it  accordmg  to  the  prom* 
of  thl  GoU.  That  this  is  the  tab .that  ,s  required 

&SlfSii'Sw,aS;S  tf  Cbrijt-  JuTOinS 

invitations  of  me  Gofpel.  And  God  would  never 

for  any  man  to  rely  open  God  for  the  makmg  good 
of  his  offer,  if  it  were. not  fafe  k>  to  do. 

'  CHAP, 
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CHAP.  VI. 


*2* he  feventh  Argument,  from  the  Spirits  affuring  Men 
cf  the  truth  oj  the  Gofpel.  fhe  eighth  Argument , 
from  GOlD’s  heft  owing  the  beginnings  of  Salvation 
on  Believers ,  here  in  this  World.  r 

lu  £**  ?Y  7'-£ 
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which  the 

j  VJ  \jviy  uv r*\j v /*CeS  Cffld  of— 

'ih  1  fik  fureth  men,  that  they  may  fafely 
appear  before  God  in  ;  that  they 
may  fafely  appear  in  :  but  the 
Spirit  of  God  does  convince  and  affure  men  that  they ; 
may  fafely  appear  before  God  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift. 

That  muft  needs  be  true  which  the  Spirit  con¬ 
vinces  men  to  be  true.  Satan  labours  to  fhake  inen§ 
belief  of  this,  and  raifes  doubts  and  queftions  in  the 
heart  about  it,  and  from  thence  we  may  argue  pro¬ 
bably  that  it  is  true  ;  but  the  Spirit  of  God  does  per- 
fwade  and  convince  men  of  the  truth  of  it,  and  enab- 
lifhes  the  heart  in  it,  and  from  thence  may  infallibly 
argue  the  truth  of  it- 

In  opening  and  clearing  this  Argument,  we  may 
confider, 

i-  THAdf  many  men  are  convinced  and  afiircd,thaf 
it  is  fafe  appearing  before  God  in  the  lUgfteouJncfs  oj; 
Chriji.  There  are  lome  kind  oi  perlwalions  about 
it  in  the  hearts  of  many  others,  that  are  bottomed 
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partly  upon  the  teftjipony  of  men,  partly  upon  the 
raticnalriefs  of  the  Doiftrine  ;  and  thefe  perfwafions 
work  Grne  confiderable  efledls  on  their  hearts. 
Bur  [here  are  foms  that  have  a '  thorow  conviction  of 
it,  whole  hearts  are  truly  fatisfied  ip  the  truth  of  it.  : 

r  This  is  evident,  '  '•  ^ 

( cJ  ‘■BECAUSE  they  do  believe  this.  The  Doc- 
pine  ct  me  Gpfpel  is  believed  by  many.  Adb  15.  7. 
iihcu  the  Gentiles  by  my  moyth  fnould  hear  the  word  of 
pee  Gofptl.  and  believe.  There  be  fofne  that  do  re¬ 
ceive  the  teftimony"  of  Chrift,  Job.  5.33.  arid  by  faith 
entertain  the  doctrine  of  Salvation  by  his  bufferings, 
tho  tney  be  but  few  comparatively,  Ifai.  53.1:  and 
therefore  they  are  allured  of  it.  For  that  knowledge 
v^aicii  we  have  of  things  by  faith  in  God  is  certain. 
1  hat  knowledge  which  we  have  of  things  by  our 
believing  the  teftimony  of  man  is  fallible,  and  it 
leaves  room  for  doublings:  but  the  knowledge  that 
we  have  of  things  by  our.  believing  the  teftimony  of 
G°d  is  certain,  and  as  abundantly  fatisfying  to  the 
heart  as  that  which  we  have  by  the  feeing  of  the  eye* 
?r  bJ.  demohftration.  The  knowledge  that  we  have' 
t>>  taitp  is  a  knowledge  at  fecund  hand.  But  God 
gives  us  fufficient  alfurance  that  it  is  he  that  fpeaks, 
apei  that  his  teftimony  is  true.  Therefore  when  men' 
do  believe  they  are.  laid  to  be  perfwaded,  Heb.  1 1.13. 
fhey  faw  the  promifes  afar  off,  and  ‘  were  perfwaded 
cj^them.  So  they  are  faid  to  know  furely,  Joh.17.  8. 
phey  have  known  fur ely  that  I  came  out  from  thee^and 
they  have  believed  that  thou  didft  fend  me.  So  they  ai'e 
faid  to  be  fure.  Job.  6a  69.  JVe  believe  and  arefure  that 
thou  an  the  Chfift.  -  :  -  •••  ■  * 

(z.)  BECAUSE  they  believe  on  Chrift ,  and.  venture 
their  Sculs  upon  him.  1  Tim.  3.  ifi.  Believed  on  in  the 
world.  1  Job.  5.  13.  I  have  written  to  you  that  believe 
cn  the  Son  of  God.  And  this  is  the  effeeft  of  their  af 
furance,  that  it  is  fafe  appearing  in  ChrifFs  Righte- 
oufnels.  If  they  were  not  convinced  of  that,  po  Ar¬ 
guments  would  perfwade  them  to  venture  upon 
iV  ‘  f  v‘  Chrili 


Chap.  VI.  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  C  hrisi  97 

Chrift.  When  men  come  to  Chrift  they  come  under 
that  conviction*  that  it  is  fafe  coming  unto  him.  The 
Gofpel  works  effectually  in  them  that  believe *  1  Thef. 
2.  13.  Every  one  that  comes  to  Chrift  hath  the  wit- 
Ttefs  in  himfelfy  1  Joh.  5.  10.  This  makes  them  come 
with  boldnefs  unto  Chrift  ;  tho5  there  be  many  others 
that  are  afraid  to  come.  If  they  were  afraid  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gofpel  they  would  be  afraid  to  come  too, 
they  would  not  dare  to  caft  themfelves  on  Chrift.  Be¬ 
fore  they  were  convinced  they  withftood  all  arguments 
that  could  be  ufed  with  them :  they  had  their  ant 
wers  ready*  and  their  excufes  at  hand ;  they  had  an 
unperfwadable  fpirit ;  fomewhat  to  turn  off*  all  that 
could  be  faid.  And  the  reafon  that  now  they  ven¬ 
ture  themfelves  on  Chrift  is  not  any  felf-exceJlency, 
for  they  come  to  him  when  they  are  at  worft*  when 
they  fee  the  plague  of  their  own  hearts  ;  but  it  is  be- 
caufe  they  are  convinced  of  the  fafety  that  is  inChrift. 
¥0  them  that  believe  Chrift  is  precious ,  1  Pet.  2.  7. 

( BECAUSE  they  have  comfortable  and  gracious 
hopes  of  glory.  There  be  many  flattering  hopes  of 
bleflednefs  that  ungodly  men  do  entertain*  that  de¬ 
pend  upon  their  vain  conceits  ;  but  the  people  of 
God  have  a  gracious  hope  of  glory.  And  the  hopes 
of  the  people  of  God  do  principally  depend  on  the 
conviction  of  thefe  two  things* 

Soil.  'THAT  there  is  fafety  in  Chriffs  Righteouf- 
nefs  ;  and  then*  that  they  have  an  interefi  in  it *  have 
received  it.  ^  Their  faith  of  dependence  arifes  from 
the  conviction  of  the  firfty  but  their  hope  arifes  from 
both  together .  ?Tis  true*  that  their  hopes  do  rife  from 
the  belief  of  other  promifes  of  glory*  together  with 
a  light  of  the  qualifications  in  themfelves*  that  are 
mentioned  in  thofe  promifes.  Thus  Saints  have  hope 
from  thofe  promifes  that  are  made  to  thofe  that  love 
God,  that  mortify  fin*  that  love  the  faints *  that  are 
patient  under  afflictions*  iSc.  yet  the  fundamental  pro- 
°f  the  Gofpel  is  that  which  is  made  to  believing 
in  Chrift ;  And  the  hopes  of  Chriftiajns  do  principally 
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arife  from  the  conviction  of  Chrift  s  R  ighteoufne ft, 
together  with  our  intereft  therein,  i  Pet.i.8 .  Sehey- 
inpve  ‘rejoyce  ‘with  joy  unfpeakable  anil  full  oj  glory. 

R  om.  15.15.  'The  God  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  joy  and 

peace  in  believing.  . 

f  2.  This  conviSllon  is  not  the  fruit  of  mens  natural 
reafon. '  Natural  reafon  tho’  advantaged  with  exter¬ 
nal  revelation,  cannot  fatisfy  the  heart  that  it  is  late 
th  appear  in  the  Righteoulnefs  of  Chrift.  Natura 
'feafon  may  Work  feme  conviction  of  this  truth,  and 
difeover  fo  much  of 1  it  that  a  mail  may  come  to  look 
tipon  it  very  rational'  and  probable,  but  it  cannot  un¬ 
cover  the  certainty  of  it.  Flejh  and  blood  cant  re - 
h'edl  that.  Natural  reafon  may  make  iuch  a  dilcove- 
Jv  of  this  truth,  that  they  may  be  urged  in  conlcience 
to  believe  in  Chrift,  and  condemned  in  confcience 
for  not  believing  in  him  ;  that  they  may  think  thole 
happy'  that  do  believe  in  him  ;  that  they  judge  thol^ 
imolly  erroneous  that  do  deny  this  doctrine  :  but 
vet  It  will  not  give  fuch  a  conviction  as  can  ajfure 
the  foul  that  it  is  fo  indeed.  Men  are  apt  to  think 
that  they  are  fatisfi'ed,  that  there  is  fatety  in  relying 
pn  the  righteoulnefs  of  Chrift,  only  they  queftion 
whether  God  does  call  them,  as  the  cafe  is  circum- 
ftanced  with  them,  to  rely  upon  him  ;  but  they  de¬ 
lude  themfelves,  Man’s  reafon  does  pot  difeover  the 
certainty  of  this  truth  by  all  the  helps  that  the  world 
does  afford ;  yea,  though  they  do  partake  of  fome  in- 
Ward  common  illumination.  .  The  natural  man  re- 
ceiiieth  not  the  "things  of  the  fpiri't  of  God,  for  they  are 
fodlilhnefi  unto  him ,  neither  tan  he  know  them,becauje 
tby  are  fpMtuallyf  difeerned,  1  Cor.  2. 14.  There  is 
z.'pfcofold  defeft  in  natural  reafon  that  hinders  men 

Prom  receiving  of  this  TPruth.  _  ,  , — .  • 

s  A  )  f-ifiTuRAZ  reafon  cannot  apprehend  t.tat  God 

r.ahfnd  in' his  heart  to  favefinners  on  the  account  of 

Qmli’s  Riihteoufnefs.  'When  men  come  to  be  in- 

lighfnedfand  have  a  ienle  of  hn,  and  wrath  of  God, 

it  wili-not  enter  into  them,  that  God  can  be  fge .to 
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forgive  them,  and  lave  them  on  the  account  ofChrift/s 
blood  :  They  arp  ftrangers  unto  the  merciful  nature 
of  God  ;  and  hence  are  feeking  to  get  fame  wor¬ 
th  inefs  of  their  own  to  pacifie  God  with  ;  and  can’t 
conceive  that  God  is  willing  to  pardon  them,  who 
are  fo  unworthy,  except  they  were  fomewhat  better. 
They  think  they  muft  have  fomething  to  commend 
them  to  God.  They  think  it  would  be  madnefs  fctf 
them  as  bad  as  they  are  to  venture  on  ChrilVs  blood, 
'i  Cor/ 1,  f8‘.  The  'preaching  of  the  crcfs  is  ' to  them  that 
perifj,fooliflinefs.  They  have  ftrange  and  low  thoughts 
iof  the  mercy  of  God.  Ifai.  55.  8. 

(2.)  NATURAL  reafon  Till  not  make  men  believe 
God's  tejlimony .  Natural"  reafon  will  not  beget  faithu 
Natural  men  are  in  Scripture  defcribed  to  be  unbe~ 
Iievers,y^.5.46‘.  Natural  reafon  will  not  lay  weigh? 
on  the  tejlimony  of  God.  No  man  will  receive  God’s 
teftimony,  and  a6t  faith  thereupon,  until  he  knows 
God.  CP  aid  fays,  I  know  him,  whom  I  have  believed , 
2,  Tim.  1. 1 2.  And  eyery  man  muft  know  God  before 
he  will  believe  him.  Many  men  do  entertain  Tome  of 
the  things  that  God  fays ;  fo  the  Devils  believe  and 
tremble.  But  thofe  perfwafroris  rife  from  the  con¬ 
victions  of  reafon,  and  not  from  faith  in  God’s  word. 
No  man  will  receive  any  thing  meerly  on  God’s  tefti-I 
tnony,  until  he  know  him.  And  therefore  will  not  b§ 

.  allured  of  that  which  he  can  know  no  other  way  but 
by  faith,  arid  which  carnal  reafon  has  many  objections 
againft. 

3 .  THE  conviction  of  this  truth  is  by  the  Spirit  of 
God.  It  is  the  work  of  God’s  Spirit  to  fatisfy  th^ 
heart  in  this,  that  it  is  fafe  appearing  in  the  righte- 
ouuiefs  of  Chrift.  God  does  create  light  in  the  mind 
to  difcover  this.  Thy  ou^rd  call  ofthe  Gofpel 
prelents  the  objeCt  before  men,  and  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  is  to  give  men  eyes  to  fee  the  truth  of  it  Mens 
natural  reafon  makes  them  underftand  the  fenfe  of 
the  Proportion  :  and  the  Spirit  of  God  puts  a  ne\y( 
light  in  them,  whereby  they  underftand  the  truth  'of 

the 
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the  Propofition.  Their  perfwafion  about  this  is  the 
fruit  of  divine  infb'uclion. 

This  I  fhall  Ihew  from  feveral  Texts  of  Scripture. 
Jph.  1 6. 7,8 ."‘The  comforter  will  reprove  the  world  of 
jin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgment.  In  this  text 
for  the  clearing  of  what  is  before  us,  we  fhall  take 
notice  of  three  things, 

(i.)  That  the  Comforter  here  is  the  Spirit  of  God . 
This  is  clear,  not  only  becaufe  he  was  a  perfon  fent 
to  affift  in  and  fucceed  the  Miniftry  of  the  Apoftles  ; 
but  alfo  becaufe  he  is  called  the  Spirit  of  truth,  Joh. 
14. 16,17.  He  jh  all  give  you  another  comforter ,  even  the 
Spirit  oftruth. 

(z.)  That  the  work  of  the  Spirit  here  i  sConvifiion. 
So  ?tis  in  the  margent ;  the  word  fignifies  to  convince 
by  argument  and  reafon  :  and  here  is  the  argument 
tliatthe  Spirit  fhall  convince  by,ver.  10.  Secaufe  I goto 
my  father  and  ye  fee  me  no  more.  So  the  word  is 

ufed,  Joh .  8.  9.  1  Cor.  14.  24. 

(z.)  That  the  thing  that  the  Spirit  does  convince 
of,  is  our  fafety  in  Chrifts  Righteoufnefs. .  It  is  his 
righteoufnefs  that  he  {peaks  of:  for  his  going  to  the 
Father  is  the  argument  of  it ;  and  it  is  the  fufficiency 
df  his  righteoufnefs  to  our  falvation. 

*  This  is  clear  by  two  things, 

Firfl,  Becaufe  the  Spirit  is  promifed  to  confirm  the 

do&rine  of  the  Apofiles. 

An  d  then  Secondly,  Becaufe  the  argument,  menti¬ 
oned,  ver.  10.  does  confirm  this  truth.  ChrifFs  afcen- 
tionto  the  right  hand  of  God  fhews,  that  he  has  per¬ 
formed  the  work  he  came  for,  and  wrought  a  perfect 
Righteoufnefs. 

joh.  6.  45.  Every  man  therefore  that  hath  heard  ana 
%ath  learned  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  me.  The 
meaning  of  this  is  not  that  all  that  were  godly  among 
the  Jews,  that  had  been  taught  of  God,  fhould  ac¬ 
knowledge  Tefus  of  Nazareth,  and  depend  on  him. 
This  is  indeed  a  truth,  that  upon  the  fetting  of  con¬ 
vincing  light  before  them  they  would  do  it :  ho  did 


A 
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Nathaniel,  Job.  r.  49.  the  Eunuch,  Acl.  8.  57.  Cor*  ' 

nelius  and  Lydia.  This  is  not  the  meaning,  for  when  \ 

he  fays,  every  that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  tpe  Fa*  '  i 

then,  he  means  every  one  that  has  been  taught  by 
God  the  doctrine  of  the  New-Teftament ;  and  he 
[peaks  of  fuch  teaching  as  did  immediately  draw  men 
to  Chrift.  But  the  meaning  is,  that  they  who  have 
been  taught  the  Gofpel  by  God,  will  believe  on 
thrift,  bo  that  this  is  clear  from  hence,  it  is  the  work 
of  God  to  encourage  men  to  come  to  Chrift*  And 
Cod  encourages  men  by  fatisfying  their  hearts  ip  the 
fafety  that  “is  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  That 
perfwafion  that  draws  men  to  Chrift  is  wrought  by  God, 

•  Rom.  8.  309  And  whom  he  called  them  he  alfo  jufti- 
fed-  By  this  Scripture  it  appears  that  it  is  God’s  work 
to  fatisfy  the  heart  in  the  fafety  of  coming  to  Chrift. 

When  he  fays,  that  they  are  called  of  God,  he  means 
they  are  inwardly  called  of  God.’  He  intends  not 
the  outward  call,  becaufe  he  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  propel 
effeft  of  cPredeftination,  and  certain  fore-runner  of  \ 

Justification.  And  this  inward  call  is  nothing  elfe  j 

but  the  inlightening  of  the  mind  to  fee  the  truth, and 
certainty  of  the  outward  call.  So  that  thofe  argu¬ 
ments  which  God  fets  before  us  in  his  Word  to  per* 
fwadte  us  to  come  to  Chrift,  thofe  he  fatisfies  our 


hearts  in,  by  the  inward  work  of  his  Spirit.  By  his 


hi 
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learned  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  So  the  ‘Prophet  did, 
i  Kin .  13.  17,  18,19.  Yea*  men  may  queftion things 
that  they  have  been  taught  by  the  laving  work  of 
the  Spirit.  God  revealed  it  to  the  Difciples,that  Je- 
fus  was  the  Son  of  God,  Mat.  16.  itf, 17.  yet  after¬ 
wards  they  queftioned  it,  Zuk.  24.  21.  they  fay.  We 
verily  thought  it  had  been  he  that  fjould  have  redeem - 
ed  Ifrael.  The  Pfalmifi  no  doubt  had  been  convin¬ 
ced  that  God  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently 
feek  him,  and  yet  afterwards,  he  had  fuch  workings 
of  heart  as  thele.  Verily  I  have  cleanfei  my  heart  in 
vain,  Plal.  73. 13.  And  it  is  no  wonder,for  the  blind- 
mefs  of  the  mind  is  but  in  part  removed,  and  fome- 
times  they  have  not  the  exercife  of  that  light  which 
is  in  them.  The  Devil  is  bufie  to  throw  fcruples 
and  objections  into  their  hearts ;  and  they  have  fe ve- 
ral  principles  in  themfelves  that  lead  them  to  doubt 
thole  things  that  God  has  convinced  them  of:  they 
have  a  principle  of  unbelief,  carnal  reafon  and  enmi¬ 
ty  to  the  truth,  fo  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  have 

doubts  about  it.  f  .  . 

ObjeCt.  2.  IF  men  were  convinced  by  the  Spirit  they 
would  have  more  underfunding  than  many  of  them  have 
ef  this  way  of  Salvation;  many  of  them  under ft  and  very 
little  of  the  confifmcy  of  this  way  of  Salvation  with 
the  law  of  God  :  how  the  J offerings  of  one  could  anf 
wer  for  fo  maty  :  there  are  many  objections  that  they 

don't  fee  through .  f  f  _  .  .  7  r 

Anf.  Every  one  that  is  taught  of  the  Spirit  has  Jo 

much  knowledge  in  this  way  oj  life ,  as  is  a  foundation 
for  faith.  He  mult  have  fo  much  knowledge  as  that 
his  Confcience  may  be  fatisfied  in  the  truth  of  it. 
?Tis  alfo  true,  that  the  teachings  of  the  Spirit  do 
'  (lari fie  mens  underftandings ;  they  come  hereby  to 
have  clear  conceptions  of  Gofpel  truths  :  but  men 
may  be  taught  by  the  Spirit,  and  yet  be  very  unable 
give  a  refolution  of  many  ObjcEhom  The  Difciples 

were  taught  of  God  that  Jefus  was  the  Son  of  God, 

Mat.  16.  17.  and  yet  knew  not  what  to  lay  to^hat 
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objection,  that  Elias  mufi  fir fi  com,  Mat.  17, 19.  Tho* 
a  Chriftian  cannot  anfwer  inany  objections  about  the 
fufficiency  of  Chriflfs  Righteoufhefs,  yet  he  knows 
that,  that  will  fatisfy  his  heart  that  it  is  fufficient  : 
namely,  that  God  gives  this  teftiinony  to  it,  and  in¬ 
vites  him  to  venture  upon  it. 

4,  Confider,  In  what  way  the  Spirit  of  God  works 
this  conviClion  and  aflurance  ;  and  that  is  by  a  fpiri~ 
tual  illumination  of  the  mind .  The  Spirit  of  God  is 
not  wont  in  adult  perfons  to  reveal  this  doCtrine  in  any 
extraordinary  way  ,•  he  works  this  conviction  in  fuch 
adult  perfons  only  as  have  the  knowledge  of  the 
doCtrine  by  hearing  and  reading  of  the  word.  Men 
tnuft  not  expeCt  to  be  taught  that  in  a  miraculous  way 
which  they  may  learn  in  an  ordinary  way  :  neither 
Would  this  be  fufficient  to  work  a  thorough  con¬ 
viction  and  aflurance  of  it :  a  irian  may  have  things 
revealed  unto  him  extraordinarily  by  God,  that  has 
no  faith ;  as  Balaam.  Neither  does  the  Spirit  allure 
men  of  this  in  a  way  of  teflimony.  The  Spirit  of  God 
is  won’t  to  teltify  and  witnefs  lome  things  to  the  fouls 
of  the  Saints*  Ehe  Spirit  it  felf  beareth  witnefs  with 
cur  fpirits ,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God ,  Rom.8.i& 
But  he  does  not  in  that  way  reveal  unto  men  the 
truth  of  the  doCtrine  of  the  Golpel ;  but  he  openetb 
cur  eyes  to  fee  the  truth  of  it.  The  Spirit  gives  us 
eyes  to  fee,  and  .alfo  the  aCtual  underftanding  of  the 
truth  of  the  Gofpel.  He  puts  a  principle  of  Spiritual 
underftatiding  into  us  by  a  work  of  creation.  Te  vfere 
fometime  darknefs ,  but 'now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord, 
Eph.  5.  8.  He  alfo  affifts  us  actually  to  difeern  the 
truth  of  this  way  of  Salvation  by  Chrifl  :  while  the 
foul  is  hearing,  reading,  and  meditating  of  it,  he  puts 
a  light  into  him,  difeovering  it  to  be  true.  And 
fometimes  while  the  foul  is  thinking  of  his  rnifery, 
the  Spirit  brings  to  remembrance* fome  word,  and 
with  that  puts  a  light  into  the  foul  that  fatisfies  the 
heart  in  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  And  this  is  wrought 
chefe  three  way s, 

'  (C) 
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(j.)  THE  spirit  helps  its  to  fee  the  truth  of  this  in 
the  tefimony  Of  God  in  his  Word.  Tis  not  any  in¬ 
ward  teftimony  that  our  faith  depends  upon  :  but  the 
teftimony  of  God  in  his  word,  and  the  inward  work 
of  the  Spirit,  is  to  help  us  to  receive  the  fure  word 
cf  prophecy  ;  and  depend  upon  that;  God  witnefies 
in  his  word  plentifully  to  that,  that  there  is  Salvati¬ 
on  wrought  out  for  us  by  Chrift,  that  he  has  redeem¬ 
ed  us,  purged  away  our  fins,  brought  in  everlafting 
liehteoufnefs.  And  in  this  teftimony  of  God  we  fee 
the  truth  of  the  thing  it  lelf :  the  Spirit  fatisfies  the 
heart,  and  clears  it  up  to  him,  that  this  is  God’s  tefti¬ 
mony,  that  it  is  no  deceit,  that  it  is  not  any  device 
or  forgery  of  man,  under  a  pretence  of  God  s  tem- 
monv  ;  but  that  this  is  the  very  word  of  God.  lhe 
word  comes  in  God’s  name,  and  has  many '  chaffers 
of  divine  authority  in  it  ;  and  the  foul  is  iatisfied 
that  it  is  God’s  word,  i  Thef.  2.  i  Te  receded  it  net 
its  the  word  of  men,  hut  (as  it  is  in  truth)  the  word  of 
God.  The  Spirit  alfo  fatisfies  the  heart  in  the  faith- 
fulnefs  of  God.  Naturally  men  have  no  aflurance  of 
the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  though  they  profefs  it  ;  but 
the  Spirit  convinces  the  foul,  that  the  Lord  is_a  God 
rc  rrnrh  T  know  him  whom  I  have  believed,  2  1 1m.  r. 

12.  He  does,  with  Sarah,  judge  him,  faithful  that 
has  promifed.  And  here,  though  his  foul  be  preci¬ 
ous  to  him,  yet  he  can  quietly  venture  it  upon  his 

WAd/  THE  Spirit  helps  us  to  fee  the  certainty  of  this 
tn  a  way  of  reafoning  from  other ‘Principles,  which  ws 
do  undoubtedly  receive.  There  is  an  affurance  by  argu¬ 
te  from  fuch  things  as  we  are  certain  of.  This  is 
called  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  1  Cor.  2.  4. 
When  once  a  man  is  PrinciPled, in  that  founda  ion 
that  3ie  teftimony  of  Godwin  his  \\ord  is  ce  tain 
and  infallible;  then  he  is  allured  of  fach  principles  as 
thebe  That  Tefus  Chrift  who  was  our  Surety  is  exalted 
Ke V  hand  of  Goc 0  .tot 
rely  upon  the  blood  of  Chnft  .  that  uiru.  n  ^ 
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filled  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  for  us.  For  thefe 
things  are  plainly  laid  down  in  the  word  of  God. 
He  had  the  notion  of  thele  things  before,  but  now 
he  is  affured  of  them,  and  being  allured  of  them* 
God  helps  him  to  argue  from  them  the  infallible  cer¬ 
tainty  of  falvation  by  Chrift’s  Righteoufnefs.  Joh. 

10.  The  Spirit  convinces  of  righteoufnefs ,  becaufe  I  go 
to  my  Father.  So  a  Chriftian  fometimes  after  he  is 
come  to  Chrift,  finds  by  experience  in  that  way,  the 
fanCtifying  and  comforting  prefence  of  God  with 
him :  and  from  hence  he  argues,  and  is  more  eftab- 
lifhed  in  the  do&rine  of  Salvation  by  Chrift. 

(3.)  THE  Spirit  helps  to  fee  the  glorious  excellency 
of  God  and  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  thereby  the  great  ob¬ 
jections  of  his  heart  do  vanilh  away/  and  fall  of  their 
own  accord.  There  are  feme  lefs  objections  which 
arife  for  want  of  diftinCl  knowledge,  and  from  a  mi£ 
underftanding  of  feme  places  of  Scripture,  which  tho* 
they  prove  temptations,  yet  don’t  wholly  hinder  the 
workings  of  faith :  But  the  main  objections  in  the 
heart  were,  that  God  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to 
pardon  fuch  fins  as  they  have  been  guilty  of,  and  that 
the  law  threatens  them  with  mine.  But  the  Spirit 
difcovers  unto  the  foul  the  excellency  of  God  and 
Chrift,  the  riches  of  God’s  Grace,  and  the  preciout 
nefs  of  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;  and  then  thofe 
objections  fall.  Pfal.  3 6”. 7.  How  excellent  is  thy  loving 
kindnef ,  O  Lord ,  therefore  the  fons  of  men  put  their 
truft  under  the  Jhadow  of  thy  wings.  Joh.  17.  3.  This 
is  life  eternal  that  they  might  know  thee,  the  only  trm 
God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fent. 

Confider,  That  this  is  a  great  work  of  God*s 
Spirit,  to  convince  men  and  allure  them  that  it  is  lafe 
appearing  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  It  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  exceeding  great  difficulty  to  give  entertainment 
unto  this  truth  ;  and  hence  it  is  that  many  men  arc 
n^v.er.fat^sfied  in  it  all  their  days  ;  they  continue  all 
their  lives  long  under  the  means  of  grace,  and  yet 
never  come  unto  the  knowledge  of  this  truth  ;  and 
'  ,  many 
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many  others  whom  God  has  perfwaded  of  it  have  been 
long  before  they  were  fatisfied  ;  though  they  have 
been  full  of  inward  troubles  and  fears,  and  thereby 
put  upon  it  to  be  inquifitive  into  the  way  of  Salva¬ 
tion,  yet  were  long  before  they  came  to  Chrift,  their 
hearts  were  unfatisfied  about  their  fafety  in  fo  doing: 
and  after  prevailing  and  clear  conviction,  doubts  are 
ever  and  anon  arifing  in  their  hearts.  And  this  diffi¬ 
culty  muft  needs  be  very  great,  cbnfidering  thefe 
jfchings^ 

(I.)  That  man  in  his  natural  ftate  is  art  enemy  t® 
this  way  vf  Salvation.  As  man  is  an  enemy  to  the 
law  of  God,  fo  to  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.  The 
heart  don’t  like  this  way  of  falvation :  man  had  rather 
be  faved  in  another  way.  Man  is  proud  and  can’t  en« 
dure  to  go  d  begging,  &  be  beholding  to  the  free  grace 
of  God  for  his  lalvation.  He  had  rather  earn  it  him- 
felf,  than  take  it  as  a  gift  ot  God.  Hence  men  fet 
their  wits  on  work  to  defery  another  way  that  is 
more  fuitable  to  their  honours,  and  to  find  excepti¬ 
ons  agaiiift  this  way  of  falvation  by  Chrift;  He  don’t 
like  the  method,  and  fo  is  inventing  of  cavils  to  turn 
off  the  calls  of  God. 

(2.)  ‘Thai'  man  is  ignorant  of  the  gracious  nature 
of  God.  Men  don’t  underftand  how  merciful  God  is, 
are  apt  to  meafure  the  cotnpajfions  of  God  by  their 
own  ;  and  make  a  judgment  of  God  by  thfcmfelves. 
Hence  they  are  full  of  carnal  reafonings  againft  this 
way  of  life.  They  think  it  is  a  great  deal  more  pro¬ 
bable  that  they  fhould  be  accepted  on  the  account  of 
fome  worthinefs  in  themfelves.  They  think  it  utterly 
unlikely  that  God  fhould  accept  of  them,  till  their 
hearts  are  better  :  they  think  it  would  be  defperate 
prefumption  to  venture  upon  Chrift  before  they  are 
'better  :  they  think  that  God  is  fo  angry  with  them 
that  he  cannot  find  in  his  heart  to  pardon  them. 
They  take  notice  of  the  feverity  of  God  upon  others, 
and  conceive  of  him  as  very  difficult  to  pardon;  they 
imagine  there  muft  be  fomething  confiderable  in  theni 


Chap.  VI,  in  the  Right eoufnefs  of  Chris*,  40) 

to  commend  them  to  God,  and  draw  the  heart  of* 
God  unto  theni 

(sJ  2) evil  is  b'ufie  to  hinder  men  from  enter - 

t dining  this  trutle.  The  k)eVil  is  moft  ihdullrious  in 
this  matter,  becaufe  their  (entertaining  this  truth  will 
deliver  them  from  his  dominion.  2  Cor .  it.  3.  He  is 
pofleffing  of  men  with  prejudices  againft  this  truth, 
calling  in  objections,  and  fortifying  of  the  heart  againft 
the  perfwafions  of  the  word  :  And  this  does  corhide- 
rably  increafe  the  difficulty*  becaufe  of  the  fubtilty  of 
Satan  to  teprefent  his  temptations  with  great  appear¬ 
ance  of  reafon,  and  fmooth  a  delufion,  lo  that  it  fhall 
have  a  great  face  of  truth;  and  becaufe  of  his  ability 
together  with  his  reafonings  to  work  fo  upon  the  af¬ 
fections,  as  to  make  the  foul  more  oppofite  to  the  en¬ 
tertaining  of  the  truth. 

(4J  MAN  by  nature  does  not  believe  the  tefi'Mny 
of  Goa.  This  truth  caniiot  certainly  be  known  but 
by  faith.  Reafon  may  argue  fomething  for  it,  but  riot 
conclufively.  But  natural  men  aredeftitute  of  a  prin¬ 
ciple  to  receive  the  teftimony  of  God  2  they  are  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  glorious  nature  of  God,  and  fo  of  his 
faithfulnefs*  and  therefore  though  they  may  look  oh 
it  a  thing  probable,  becaufe  of  God’s  teftimony*  hav* 
ing  heard  a  fame  of  him*  yet  they  cannot  be  affured 
of  it  upon  his  word,  fince  they  know  him  riot  *  fo 
that  it  is  a  great  and  wonderful  work  of  God’s  Solvit 
to  help  men  over  all  thefe  difficulties,  and  convince 
them  that  kis  fafe  appearing  in  the  righteoufneft  of 
Chrilh  " 

6.  Confider,  The  evidence  that  this  Work  of  the 
Spirit  g/w  in  to  the  truth  before  us.  And  wre  may 

§^el  ^r0rin  ^encej  that  it  is  fafe  appearing  in 
Chnll  s  Righteoufnefs.  For, 

(i.j)  ftllB  Spirit  of  God  is  holy ,  and  cannot  deceive 
or  delude  us ;  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  fpotlefs  purl* 
ty  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  convince  us  of  that  which 
*s  true.  Who  can  imagine  that  the  hbly  Spirit 
5)1  fjrod  would  take  pains  with  men*  arid  work  a  ink 

racuioii* 
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raculous  change  in  them,  to  make  them  believe  a  lie? 
Why  does  God  bufie  himfelf  fo  in  this  work,but  that 
it  is  of  everlafting  concernment  unto  the  fouls  of  men  ? 
It  is  true,  that  God  may  judicially  blind  men  by  with¬ 
drawing  light  from  them,  but  he  never  goes  about  to 
perfwade  men  of  a  lie.  Would  God  perfwade  men  to 
call  themfelves  upon  Chrill,if  there  were  not  fafety  in 
fo  doing  ? 

(z.)  We  are  commanded  not  to  quench  the  Spirit, 
i  Thef.  5.  19,  We  mull:  cherilh  the  motions,  and  en¬ 
tertain  the  convictions  of  the  Spirit ;  which  certainly 
would  not  be  our  duty,  if  the  Spirit  did  convince  of 
any  thing  that  is  not  true'  We  are  not  bound  to  re¬ 
ceive  delusions,  but  by  all  means  to  be  oppofing  and 
refilling  of  them  ;  it  cannot  be  our  duty  to  entertain 
fallhoods,and  give  way  to  deceits ;  and  therefore  thofe 
convictions  which  we  are  bound  to  cherilh,  are  cer¬ 
tainly  true.  c  •  •  1 

I  might  alfo  argue  from  the  manner  of  the  Spirit  s 

convincing,  which  is  by  enlightening ,  and  opening  of 
the  eyes.  But  if  this  which  he  convinces  us  of  were 
not  true,  the  conviction  would  be  by  blinding  of  us, 
and  putting  out  our  eyes.  Where  one  by  fophillical 
reafonings  does  perfwade  another  of  a  falfhood,  makes 
him  believe  a  lye ;  he  does  it  by  darfcning  h is  under- 
llanding:  the  opening  of  the  eyes  is  not  the  way  to 
lead  men  into  error. 


Arg.  VIII-  tfHAl’  Right eoufnefs  upon  the  account 
of  'which  God  beftows  the  beginnings  of falvat ion  here; 
it  is  fafe  to  appear  before  God  in  :  But  upon  the  account 
of  Chrifts  Right  eoufnefs,  God  bejlows  the  beginnings  of 

Salvation  here.  .  , .  ,  ^  , 

There  are  fome  degrees  of  Salvation  whicn  Ood 

bellows  upon  believers  here  upon  the  account  of  his 
riehteoufnefs;  they  have  an  inchoation-of  falvation  al- 
ready.  God  begins  to  fulfill  his  Komife  prefently. 
Tit  \  5  i  rim-  1.  9.  they  are  jufhfied  already.  Aits 
3  iP  jll  that  believe  are  jujlifid;  they  are  adopted. 
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jfoh.i *  12.  As  many  as  received  him,  lb  them  gave  ha 
power  to  become  the  Sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  be - 
He ve  on  his  name :  they  are  faved  from  the  curfe  of 
the  law  as  to  outward  difpenfations,  Rom.  8-  28.  All 
things  pall  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love 
God,  that  are  called  according  to  his  purpofe. 

But  I  fhall  only  urge  two  things  wherein  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  have  experience  of  the  beginning  of  fal- 
vation,  and  therein  an  evidence  of  their  full  falvation 
by  Jefus  Chrifl:  in  due  time;  namely  fanttification  and 
inward  comfort . 

1.  The  people  of  God  are  fanffified  in  a  way  of 
believing  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl .  They  that  do 
believe  in  Chrifl:  are  fanftified ;  they  do  lead  an  holy 
life,  dying  unto  fin,  and  living  unto  righteoufnefs. 
They  are  delivered  from  the  fervitude  unto  fin,  and 
do  become  fervants  of  God.  Indeed  this  cannot  be 
made  evident  by  experience  to  the  world,  becaufe 
the  world  cannot  certainly  know,  that  thofe  that  pro- 
fefs  faith  in  Chrifl,  have  it  in  reality  ,*  nor  that  thofe 
that  feem  to  live  an  holy  life,  do  fo  indeed;  yet  there 
is  that  which  falls  under  the  obfervation  of  the  world, 
that  may  confiderably  help  forward  their  fatisfadlion 
in  this  particular. 

1.  Among  thofe  that  do  profefs  to  believe  in  Chrifl:, 
there  are  many  that  live  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  there 
is  not  evidence  that  they  are  not  fanBified.  ;Tis  not  fo 
with  all  thofe  that  profefs  to  believe  in  Chrifl:,  there 
are  many  that  make  fuch  a  profeflion,  that  have  no 
faith ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  if  they  be  not 
fan&ified.  But  there  be  many,  in  whofe  lives  there  is 
no  evidence  that  they  are  deftitute  of  holinefs:  no 
man  can  juftly  charge  them  with  living  in  any  known 
fin,  with  any  unmortifyed  corruption  or  adling  from 
a  corrupt  principle  in  religion :  but  this  cannot  be 
faid  concerning  others  that  do  not  make  this  profef* 
fion.  Moral  men  among  the  Heathens , Turks  or  fews^  z 
there  are  few  or  none  of  them,  but  would  make  it 
evident  to  a  man  of  a  difcerning  Ipirit^  that  was  fa- 
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miliarly  acquainted  with  them,  that  they  were  under 
the  rule  and  power  of  jfome  luft . 

2.  Among  thofe  that  profefs  to  believe  in  Chrift 
there  are  many  men  in  whom  there  are  very  fpeaking 
evidences  that  they  lead  an  holy  life.  They  do  not  on¬ 
ly  walk  inoffenfively  in  their  converfation,  but  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  the  breathings  of  a  fpirit  of  holinefs 
in  them ;  their  carriage  favours  of  the  fear  of  God, 
love  to  God,  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God,  care  for  the 
advaticement  of  the  glory  of  God:  their  carriage  has  a 
great  relifh  of  piety  and  holinefs:  there  is  as  much 
appearance  of  holinefs  as  can  ordinarily  be  expected 
from  men  that  have  ftill  a  principle  of  corruption  re¬ 
maining  in  them* 

3.  MANY  of  thofe  who  have  formerly  livy d  a  corrupt 
life ,  when  once  they  are  in  appearance  brought  home  to 
Chrift ,  do  give  great  evidences  of  an  holy  life.  Many 
that  live  among  the  people*of  God  do  live  very  cor¬ 
ruptly,  but  when  once  fuch  men  come  to  embrace  the 
Gofpel  in  appearance,  many  of  them  do  become  very 
exemplary  in  holinefs,  call  of  all  their  former  ways  of 
fin,  and  live  an  humble,  fpiritual,  obedient  life  as  far 
as  man  can  judge. 

But  there  are  two  ways  whereby  the  truth  of  this 
is  evident  above  exception. 

ONE,  is  by  the  teftimony  of  God’s  Word.  TheScrip- 
ture  does  commonly  give  the  title  of  Saints  unto  be¬ 
lievers.  Hence  that  title  of  Saints  in  Chrift  Jefus  is 
given  to  the  Church  at  EhilippifEhil.  1.  i.  So  they 
are  called  holy  brethren,  that  are  partakers  of  the 
heavenly  calling,  Heb-  3.  1.  And  Saints,  and  faithful 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  are  ufed  as  terms  equivalent,  Eph.  1.  r. 
All  thofe  that  are  implanted  into  Chrift,  do  crucifie 
their  corruptions.  Gal.  5.  24*  Hence  good  works  are 
a  demonftration  of  the  truth  ot  Faith,  Jam.  2*  18. 

ANOTHER  way  whereby  it  is  made  evident,  is  by 
the  experience  of  many  Saints.  Hereby  it  is  made  e\i- 
dent*  to  them,  though  not  unto  the  world :  every  be¬ 
liever  has  experience  of  a  great  change  in  himfelf 

though 
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though  they  have  many  fears  whether  it  be  indeed  a 
life  of  holinefs  that  they  live ;  it  is  exercifing  unto 
them  whether  they  go  beyond  hypocrites,  and  are 
afted  by  any  higher  principles  than  ielf-love  and  con¬ 
fidence.  Yet  there  be  ieveral  that  at  times  do  evi¬ 
dently  fee  a  fpirit  of  holinefs  w'orking  in  themielves : 
fo  that  their  confciences  do  be  civ  witnejs  that  they  are 
the  children  of  God*  Befides  what  they  domerceive 
of  a  daily  bent  of  heart  to  keep  Gods  commands,  there 
are  at  times  more  vifible  and  fenfble  ablings  of  grace. 
There  are  times  when  the  firings  are  wound  up  to 
the  height,  when  Grace  breaks  forth  as  the  light,  and 
the  heart  is  fatisfied  in  that;  that  he  has  a  fpirit  of  ho¬ 
linefs.  Joh.  2i.  17.  Lord  thou  knowefi  all  things ,  thou 
knowefi  that  I  love  thee.  Pfal.  18.  23.  1  was  alfo  up¬ 
right  before  him. 

And  this  fanblification  which  the  people  of  God 
have,  they,  have  in  a  way  of  believing.  Some  take 
landification  fo  largely,  as  to  comprehend  the  work 

r re^rneratio.n ^  an^  count  regeneration  alfo  an  efted 
of  doling  wTith  Chrift.  But  I  will  not  now  difeufs 
tftat  controverfy ;  though  there  is  no  doubt  but  rege¬ 
neration  is  the  fruit  of  ChrifFs  purchafe.  But  I  take 
fanblification,  for  that  work,  of  God3 s  Spirit ,  whereby  he 
does  more  and  more  purge  away  the  remainders  of  fin 
and  carry  on  the  work  of  holinefs  in  the  hearts  of  his 
people;  and  this  is  the  fruit  of  faith  in  Chrift.  Ads 
26.  iS.  They  are  J  anblijied  by  faith  that  is  in  me  Gal 
2*  20.  J  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me .  And  this  fandiftcation 
comes  from  Chrift’s  purchafe ;  he  has  by  his  death  re¬ 
deemed  us  from  the  power  of  fin.  Tit.  2.  4,  Who 
gave  himfelf  for  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all 
iniquity,  and  pur i fie  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous 

CJ  good  woikSm  So  John  17.  1  Pet.  1.  18,  10.  Heb.  9. 

14.  ,  y  * 

-  2*.  HE  people  of  God  have  inward  [pint veil  com - 
a  Vv-a^  °*  belie™S  *n  tbe  Righteoufnefs  of 
Cnrii^  ft  is  very  true,  that  many  men  that  do  not 
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profefs  the  true  religion,  and  many  others  that  tho* 
they  do  profefs  the  true  religion,  yet  do  not  in  fince- 
rity  embrace  it,  have  much  inward  comfort  under  an 
expectation  of  blelfednefs  hereafter.  But  the  people 
of  God  that  do  believe  in  Jefus  Chrift,  have  inward 
comfort  in  that  way  peculiar  to  tbemf elves. 

W h  i  c  h  we  may  confider  under  thefe  two  heads,  of 
peace  oj  conference,  and  communion  with  God. 

i.  The  people  of  God  in  a  way  of  believing,  have 
peace  oj  confidence ,  And  this  is  not  a  particular  pri- 
viledge  of  fome  believers,  but  a  bleffing  that  all  do 
in  forne  degree  partake  of.  Thofe  men  that  before 
their  coming  to  Chrift,  were  under  the  terrors  of  an 
evil  confcience,  confcience  was  terrifying  of  them,  and 
Binding  them  over  to  eternal  judgment;  do  upon  their 
elofing  with  Chrift,  enjoy  a  tranquility  of  mind,  and 
inward  peace. 

Indeed  this  peace  may  be  interrupted  and  difturb - 
cd,  becaufe  of  darknefs  and  temptations,  and  becaufe 
confcience  is  but  in  part  fandified.  But  they  are  not 
brought  back  to  take  up  fuch  conclufions  againft 
themfelves  as  before  their  doling  with  Chrift,  but 
commonly  they  do  enjoy  fome  comfortable  ferenity 
of  heart ;  have  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  by  the  re - 
furred  ion  of  Chrift,  iTet.  3.  21.  This  comes  to  pafs  by 
thefe  two  things. 

1.  When  a  foul  comes  to  Chrift*  the  foul  is  fat  i  spi¬ 
ed  that  there  is  peace  with  God ,  to  be  obtained  in  a 
way  of  coming  to  Chrift,  that  there  is  fafety  in  com¬ 
ing  to  Chrift.  The  inward  call  of  the  Gofpel  fatisfles 
the  foul  that  there  is  falvation  in  Chrift  for  all  that 
come  to  him.  Confcience  is  thereby  well  fatisfied  in 
the  fufficiency  of  Chrift,  the  freenefs  and  the  fulnels 
of  the  grace  of  God,  1  Pet.  2.  7.  to  him  that  believes ^ 
Chrift  is  precious:  the  objedions  of  the  heart  are  re¬ 
moved  by  the  convincing  work  of  the  Spirit. 

2.  The  firft  ahl  of  doping  with  Chrift  is  not  Jo  in- 
fenfibly  done,  but  that  he  docs  take  fome  notice  of  it. 
home  after  ads  of  faith  may  be  more  plain,  and  in 

continuance 
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continuance  of  time  the  foul  may  lofe  the  exa6t 
knowledge  of  the  time  of  his  firft  clofing  with  Chrift 
and  the  circumftances  of  it :  but  this  firft  clofing  with 
Chrift  is  not  fo  fecret  a  thing,  but  that  it  falls  under 
the  obfervation  of  confcience,  Jer.  3.  22. 

is  dccii*  # 

For,  [1.]  The  aft  It  felf  is  very  obfervable^  When 
the  foul  comes  at  firft  to  clofe  with  Chrift,  there  is  a 
mighty  change  wrought  in  it,  it  is  a  thing  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  what  he  has  been  doing;  he  has  been  rea- 
foning  againft  it,  making  objections.  Handing  out  a- 
gainft  all  the  pleadings  of  God  with  him,  but  now 
when  he  clofes  with  Chrift,  he  lets  fall  all  his  objec¬ 
tions,  and  gives  entertainment  unto  Chrift.  Before  he 
de/pifed  him,  mw  he  prizes  him,  before  arguments 
did  not  link  into  him,  now  they  do,  now  he  makes 
Chrift  welcome.  This  is  exceeding  remarkable,  eafy 
to  be  obferved.  This  carriage  of  the  foul  is  let  forth 
in  Scripture,  by  opening  to  Chrift,  coming  to  him ,  mar* 
rying  of  him,  and  is  fo  contrary  to  his  carriage  imme¬ 
diately  before,  that  it  is  of  eafy  obfervation. 

[2.]  There  is  a  great  ability  in  confcience  to  take 
notice  of  the  more  fecret  finings  of  the  heart .  Confci¬ 
ence  has  a  wonderful  quick  eye;  confcience  is  a  cu¬ 
rious  obferver  of  mens  actions,  Rom.  2.  15.  The  con¬ 
fcience  takes  notice  of  the  fecret  windings  and  turn¬ 
ings  of  the  heart ;  the  defires,  the  ends,  the  thoughts 
that  pafs  through  him,  Hcb .  4.  12.  By  the  help  of  the 
word,  confcience  makes  difcovecy  of  the  fecret  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart :  there  is  a  wonderful  fharp 
fightednefs  in  confcience  to  difeover  the  carriage  of 
the  heart. 

[3.]  CONSCIENCE  at  this  timey  is  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  exatt  in  taking  notice  of  the  carriage  of  the  heart , 
At  other  times  Confcience  will  take  notice  of  finall 


things,  but  at  this  time  Confcience  does  moll  careful¬ 
ly  obferve  what  is  done ;  for  Confcience  is  now  in  a 
reftlefs  condition ;  it  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death  how 

he  carries  now  under  the  call  of  the  Golpeh  Con- 
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fcience  takes  more  notice  of  this  than  of  hundreds  of 
other  things ;  this  is  a  thing  that  his  falvation  de¬ 
pends  upon,  Confcience  has  been  purfuing  of  the 
tinner  a  great  while,  telling  of  him  that  if  he  would 
pot  dole  with  Chrift,  he  was  undone,  and  muft  bum 
pi  hell  for  ever.  He  has  been  neglecting  to  hearken 
to  confcience,  and  confcience  has  given  him  no  reft ; 
paw-when  he  comes  to  do  the  thing  that  confcience 
-pas  been  fo  long  urging  him  unto;  confcience  mil  take 
f pedal  notice  of  that ;  confcience  will  watch  like  jBen- 
had:adxs  Servants,  i  King, 20-33.  As  a  man  would  much 
obierve  it  when  he  had  compleated  a  defign  that  he 
had  beep  labouring  in  many  years. 

z.  The  people  of  God  in  a  way  of  believing,  have 
comfortable  communion  with  God.  There  is  a  fate  -of 
coin m union  with  God,  whereby  a  believer  hasaftand- 
ing  intereft  in  the  favour,  power,  wifdoin  of  God,  and 
the  righteoufhefs  of  Chrift,  and  in  all  his  offices :  but 
hefides  this,  there  is  an  affinal  communion  with  God, 
which  is  fometimes  more  infenfible,  lometimes  more 
fenfible :  fometimes  the  people  of  God  do  enjoy  glo¬ 
rious  actual  communion  with  God  in  this  w'orld  :  this 
is  one  of  thole  enjoyments  that  ipan  fell  from  by  his 
fin,  and  no  man  in  his  natural  eftate  does  enjoy.  A 
carnal  man  ;nay  have  many  internal  difcoveries  of  God, 
and  be  mightily  affe&ed  therewith ;  but  they  do  not 
properly  enjoy  any  communion  with  him:  but  the 
people  of  God  do,  1  Joh.  1.3.  Our  fcllowpip  is  with 
the  Father ,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift :  the  fulnefs 
of  this  is  referyed  in  heaven,  but  there  is  an  inchoati- 
on  of  it  here.  God  had  communion  with  Abraham 
and  others  of  old  in  a  vifible  appearance,  and  now  has 
communiop  with  his  Saints,  though  in  a  more  fpiritu - 

manner. 

And  there  are  four  particular  ways  of  it,  that  I 
fhall  mention. 

t.  By  dij covering  his  own  glorious  nature  to  them . 
Sometimes  God  breaks  out  of  the  clouds,  and  makes 
a  diftov^ry  of  his  own  glory  to  the  foul.  He  has  pro- 
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mifed  to  the  pure  in  heart  that  they  Jhall  fee  God .  And 
iometimes  he  does  caute  his  glory  to  pafs  before  the 
foul.  Sometimes  God  makes  a  fpecial  difcovery  of 
one  of  his  ’attributes ,  and  Iometimes  of  another ;  of  his 
fovereignty,  holinefs,  mercy,  faithfulnefs,  Job.  42. 5, 6. 
Now  mine  eye  feeth  thee.  2  Cor.  3.18.  We  all  with  open 
face  behold  as  in  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord .  Hereby 
men  come  to  know  God  ;  other  men  have  notions  of 
God,  but  a  Saint  knows  him. 

And  there  are  two  effebls  of  thefe  difcoveries. 

ONE ,  is  a  drawing  out  of  the  ablings  of  grace ,  they 
put  new  life  into  the  foul ;  they  are  very  quickning 
and  powerful  on  the  heart. 

The  other  is.  That  they  enkindle  a  defre  to  know 
more  of  God.  They  make  the  foul  long  after  further 
acquaintance  with  God,  to  fee  his  power  and  glory >  as 
they  have  feen  him  in  the  Sanbluary ,  Pfal.  6 3.  3. 

2.  By  revealing  of  Chrift  and  gof pel-grace  unto  the 
foul.  God  does  not  only  at  firft  converfion,  but  ma¬ 
ny  times  after,  make  a  difcovery  of  Chrift,  to  the  foul ; 
the  Lord  fhews  the  foul  the  fafety  of  this  way  of  fal¬ 
vation;  Saints  long  for  this:  Phil.  3.  10.  ft  hat  I  may 
know  him ,  and  the  power  of  his  refurrebtion „  And  God 
is  at  times  gratifying  them.  Chrift  is  opening  this  my- 
ftery  of  the  Golpel  unto  them.  The  Lord  draws  nigh 
and  holds  forth  the  Scepter  of  mercy,  the  acceptable- 
nefs  of  his  facriflce,  the  freenefs  of  his  grace,  t'he  won- 
derfulnefs  of  his  love,  the  certainty  of  falvation  in  a 
way  of  believing.  And  thefe  difcoveries  that  th« 
Lord  makes  of  the  Gofpel,  do  anfwer  all  the  objebli - 
ons  of  the  heart,  that  though  the  foul  was  before  in 
an  unbelieving  frame,  he  has -power  to  re  lift  no  long¬ 
er.  Thefe  difcoveries  make  Chrift  very  precious,  he 
efteems  him  as  one  that  does  indeed  fave  from  fin  and 
wrath.  Thefe  difcoveries  make  the  foul  contented 
with  Chrift.  He  lees  he  needs  nothing  but  this  Righ- 
fceoufhefs  to  carry  before  God.  He  has  done  looking 
out  elfe-where  for  help,  yea  he  takes  delight  in  this 
way  of  falvation,  it  is  a  way  that  pleafes,  he  counts  it 
glorious,  iTtm.  1.  11.  3* 
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3.  Bv  promifes  of  particular  mercies.  God  does 
draw  nigh  to  feme  of  his  people,  and  by  his  fpirit 
make  known  unto  them  that  he  will  bellow  tome 
partkular  mercy  upon  them.  Thus  he  fometimes  pro- 
miles  aifjitance  in  their  works,  recovery  from  ficknefs, 
publick  deliverance.  Of  old,  God  has  fometimes  by 
the  1  rophets  made  particular  promifes  to  wicked  men, 
as  toAhah  and  Jehu :  whether  he  does  any  fuch  thing 
by  his  Spirit  now  to  thofe  that  are  carnal  men,  is  not 

j 1 e ^ain.:  t>ut  undoubtedly  he  does  to  fome  Saints ; 
and  that  in  anfwer  to  their  prayers :  when  they  have 
been  begging  a  mercy  of  God,  he  by  fome  promife 
gives  allurance  to  the  foul,  that  the  requeft  fhall  be 
fulfilled. 

4*  By  mtnejjing  his  love  to  the  foul .  God  does  not 
only  hel]3  the  foul  to  gather  it  by  confequence,  but 
God  by  his  fpirit  does  evidence  the  fame  to  the  foul ; 
that  he  may  quicken  the  heart  in  holinefs,  and  that  he 
may  help  the  foul  under  temptations  and  finking  dif- 
couragements ;  or  arm  him  againft  fome  fpecial  con- 
Aids,  he  gives  witnejs  to  his  good  eftate,  Gen.  7.  1. 
This  differs  much  from  thofe  taftes  that  hypocrites  may 
Bave#>  wherein  they  have  fome  fenfe  of  the  fweetnefs 
that  is  in  promifes :  for  this  is  by  way  of  teftimony  z 
yea  the  fpirit  does  make  it  manifeft  at  that  time  that 
it  i$,  his  teftimony :  and  hereby  this  differs  from  the 
delufions  of  Satan.  As  the  Prophets  knew  it  to  be  the 
Lord  that  revealed  things  unto  them :  fo  Saints  at  the 
time  knew  it  to  be  the  Spirit  of  God  that  witnefled 
to  them ;  they  do  not  need  any  other  help  at  that  time 
to  know  it  to  be  the  voice  of  God :  they  do  not  need 
a  candle  to  fee  the  Sun :  though  after  they  may  have 
doubts. 

Thus  I  have  cleared  up  the  ajfumption  of  the  Ar¬ 
gument,  it  remains  that  fomewhat  be  added  to  evi¬ 
dence  the  ‘Propofition ,  that  it  muft  needs  be  fafe  ap¬ 
pearing  in  that  Righteoufnefs  upon  the  account  of 
which  God  does  bellow  the  beginnings  of  Salvation 
here* 
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And  I  may  evidence  that  from  thefe  two  ‘Princi¬ 
ples. 

The  firft  Principle  is,  * That  Righteoufnefs  which 
does  pur  chafe  any  part  of  the  good  of  the  Covenant,  docs 
purchafe  the  whole  good  of  the  Covenant.  By  the  righ- 
teoulhefs  of  Chrift  believers  ftand  already  poffelfed  of 
fome  part  of  the  good  of  the  covenant;  and  that  righ- 
teoufnefs  that  brought  them  into  the  poffeffion  of  that* 
will  in  due  time  bring  them  into  the  poffeffion  of  what 
remains  :  for  that  which  purchafes  any  part  of  the  good 
of  the  Covenant,  mu  ft  needs  purchafe  the  whole.  The 
condition  upon  which  all  the  good  of  the  Covenant 
depends  was  one,  fo  that  the  good  of  the  Covenant 
muft  be  wholly  purchafed  or  wholly  forfeited.  It  could 
not  be  in  part  purchafed,  and  in  part  forfeited.  The 
condition  of  the  Covenant  of  works  was  perfect  righte - 
oufnefs,  if  that  were  performed,  all  the  good  of  the 
Covenant  was  purchafed,  if  that  were  not  performed, 
all  the  good  of  the  Covenant  was  forfeited  ,*  an  im¬ 
perfect  righteoufnefs  would  not  purchafe  any  one  good 
thing  mentioned  in  the  Covenant.  One  ft n  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  break  the  whole  Covenant,  and  expofe  unto 
death ;  one  fin  would  make  a  courfe  of  righteoufnefs 
for  many  years  utterly  ineffectual  unto  the  purchafe  of 
any  good,  and  lay  the  ftnner  open  unto  the  curfe  of 
the  law.  Gal.  3.  10.  Rom ,  23.  Whatever  was  done 
towards  the  performance  of  the  condition  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant,  fignified  nothing,  except  the  full  was  performed 
that  God  required.  So  the  condition  of  the  Covenant 
of  the  Mediator  was  perfeEl  obedience  to  the  law  of  the 
Mediator,  viz .  perfect  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
the  law,  and  perfect  bearing  of  the  curfe.  ?Tis  true, 
that  the  afiive  mipajfive  obedience  of  Chrift  have  a 
diftinCt  refpeCt,  one  of  them  to  the  poffeffion  of  good, 
the  other  to  the  removal  of  evil ;  the  one  is  meritorious, 
the  other  fatisfaCtory,  one  procures  the  bleffings  pro¬ 
ofed,  the  other  delivers  from  the  evils  threatned* 
But  yet  Chrift  being  made  under  fuch  a  Covenant,  the 
fuccefs  of  one  depended  upon  the  other,  and  they  are 
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5 oy ntly  together  the  purchafing  caufe  of  our  Salvation 
And  one  of  them  would  have  had  no  efficacy  at  all 
towards  our  Salvation,  if  not  accompanied  with  the 
othei*.  bo  that  this  principle  Hands  firm,  that  that 
righteoulnels  that  does  not  procure  all  the  good  of 
the  Covenant,  procures  none.  That  righteoufnefs  can 
pm  chafe  no  good  for  us,  that  is  not  fufficient  for  our 
compleat  Salvation.  That  cannot  purchafe  the  be¬ 
ginnings  of  Salvation  that  does  not  iuflifie  us.  Seeing 
therefore  on  the  account  of  ChrifFs  Righteoufnefs  wl 
have  already  the  beginnings  of  Salvation  ;  that  Righ- 
teouineis  is  fufficient  for  our  Juilification  andSalvation. 

The  fecond  Principle  is.  That  God  in  giving  the 
beginnings  of  Salvation  in  away  of  believing  inChrilt’s 
righteoufnefs  for  Salvation,  does  own  that  to  he  the  way 
6J  Salvation.  God  does  in  this  way  give  fuch  mercies 
as  are  evidences  of  his  favour,  and  fuch  as  do  accompany 
Jalvation.  He  fubdues  fin,  quickens  the  heart  in  ho- 
linefs,  reveals  his  loving  kindnefs,  Z$c- 

And  herein  God  does  plainly  teftify,  that  this  is  the 
way  to  Salvation  :  and  that  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrijl 
was  the  procuring  caufe  of  Salvation.  If  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  Chrift  were  not  fufficient  for  our  Salvation, 
God  would  be  angry  with  us  for  believing  in  Chrift’s 
righteoufnefs  ;  we  might  expert  frowns  and  judgments 
m  this  way.  But  God’s  giving  the  beginnings  of  Sal¬ 
vation  in  this  way,  does  eminently  own  it  to  be  the 
way  of  life.  When  did  God  in  fuch  a  way  own  men 
in  a  way  of  depending  upon  their  own  righteoufnefs  or 
external  priviledges  ?  They  have  fame  common  mer¬ 
cies,  but  none  of  the  beginnings  *  of  Salvation.  But 
the  beginnings  of  Salvation  being  bellowed  in  this 
way,  are  an  evident  fign  of  divine  approbation  of  it. 
God  bore  witnefs  to  the  Apoflle’s  preaching  this  doc¬ 
trine  by  many  wonderful  figns,  Heb.  z.  4.  And  he  bears 
witnefs  to  thofe  that  by  faith  receive  this  dodtrine,  by 
wonderful  gracious  effedts  in  them ;  he  gives  the  earneji 
of  heavenly  glory  ;  which  evidently  mews  the  effia- 
cy  of  this  righteoufnefs  which  they  trull  in  to  accom- 
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pliffi  their  Salvation,  Eph-  i.  13,  14.  In  whom  after 
that  ye  believed ,  ye  were  fealed  with  that  holy  fpirtt  of 
promife ,  which  istheearnejl  of  our  inheritance ,  until  the 
redemption  of  the  pur  chafed  pojfejfion  unto  the  praife  of 
his  glory . 


CHAP.  VIL 


*The  ninth  Argument ;  From  the  Sacraments  of  the 
New-Feft  ament.  Now  added,  tenth  Argument ,  f he 
Converfion  of  Sinners  by  the  Gof  pel  an  evidence  of  the 
*Truth  of  this  jDoclrine .  Eleventh  Argument ,  hfhe 
pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  in  the  time  of  the  Trimitiv & 
Church . 

Two  Objections  againjl  this  fDoffrine  Anfwered . 


Arg.  is  fafe  appearing  beforeGod  in  that 

Right  eoufnefs,  the  efficacy  whereof 
00k  1  unto  Salvation  we  are  taught  in  the 
Sacraments  of  the  NewSTeft ament  z 
%&%%%%  But  in  the  Sacraments  of  theNew- 
Teftament,  we  are  taught  the  efficacy  of  Chrift’sRigh« 
teoufnefs  unto  Salvation.  God  in  thefe  Sacraments  is 
by  fenfible  figns  teaching  of  us  this  truth.  So  that  in 
the  Sacraments  there  is  a  divine  tejlimony  to  this  doc¬ 
trine. 

I.  We  are  taught  the  effiacy  of  ChrilFs  Righteouf- 
nefs  unto  Salvation,  the  Ordinance  of  Baptism* 
As  3tis  faid  of  Circumcifion ,  that  it  was  a  feal  of  th© 
righteoufnefs  of  faith  ;  fo  is  Raptifm  :  The  waffling 
of  water,  fignifies  our  wajhing  in  the  blood  of  Chriji* 
As  the  legal  wafliings  had  a  refpeCt  unto  the  cleannng 
&way  of  in*  by  blood,  fo  has  our  baptifmal 

waffling;; 
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wafting.  This  Ordinance  pra&ifed  firft  hy  John,  and 
afterwards  appointed  by  Chrift  to  be  a  perpetual  Or¬ 
dinance  in  the  Gofpel  Church,  is  appointed  on  this 
debgnto  llrengthen  our  faith  in  this  doctrine. 

i.  This  appears,  becaufe  by  b  apt  if m  is  held  forth 
our  fellowjhip  with  Chrift  in  his  Juff erings.  That  is 
fignified  thereby,  that  we  have  an  intereft  in  the  ver- 
tue  of  his  bufferings ;  that  his  bufferings  are  made  over 
unto  us,  that  we  do  participate  in  the  good  and  bene¬ 
fit  of  them,  Rom.  6. 3.  So  many  of  us  as  were  baptized 
into  Jefus  Chrift ,  were  baptized  into  his  death ;  there 
was  bealed  up  unto  us  the  vertue  and  efficacy  of  his 
death:  therefore  verfe  4.  we  are  faid  to  be  buried  with 
him  by  baptifm  into  death :  the  like  expreffion  you 
have.  Col •  2.12.  We  are  thereby  partakers  of  his  buf¬ 
ferings,  as  if  we  our  belves  had  buffered.  And  if  this 
be  held  forth,  then  our  juftification  and  reconciliation 


Chrift,Rom.  5.10.  We  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death 
of  his  Son. 

2.  Baptism  is  appointed  to  be  a  feal  to  this  doElrine 
of  faith  in  the  right eoufnefs  of  Chrift ;  ?tis  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this  doElrine,  and  the  covenant  of  God  to  give 
falvation  through  faith  in  Chrift :  and  therefore  it  was 
John  the  Baptifts  manner  before  he  baptized  perbons, 
to  teach  them  that  they  mufi  believe  on  Chrift.  Adt.  ip.  4, 5. 
And  the  Apoftles  and  Apoftolical  men  would  not  bap¬ 
tize  any  adult  perbons,  but  fuch  as  profeffed  to  believe 
on  Chrift.  AEl.  8.  3d,  37.  And  indeed  when  perbons 
do  fubjecft  themfelves  unto  this  ordinance  of  baptHm, 
they  do  acknowledge  that  doElrine.  of  falvation  by  Chrift . 
And  therefore  in  that  promife  which  Chrift  puts  into 

files,  when  he  fends  them  to 


makes  mention  of  baptifm. 


Mark  id.  id.  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptized ,  Jhalb 
he  faved ;  Baptifm  is  mentioned  as  the  evidence  of 

faith.  „  ,  „ 

3.  BECAUSE  Baptifm  reprefents  and  pews  fort » 

the  walking  away  the  guilt  of  our  ftns  by  the  blood  of 
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Chrift.  This  is  held  forth  in  that  i  Pet.  3.  21.  7/^ 
like  figure  thereunto  even  Baptifm  doth  alfo  novo  Jdve 
us :  not  the  putting  away  of  the  filth  of  the  flejhy  but  the 
anfwer  of  a  good  Confidence  towards  God  by  the  refur - 
reffion  of  Jefus  Chrift .  For  the  opening  of  this  place 
you  may  mind., 

(1.)  Th  at  the  Ark  fpoken  of,  ver.  20.  was  a  Type 
of  Chrift ;  therefore  Baptifm  is  faid  to  be  a  like  figure: 
the  Ark  wherein  Noah's  Family  was  preferred  in  time 
of  the  deluge,  typified  ourSalvation  by  the  Lord  Jefus: 
and  therefore  it  is  faid,  that  Noah  by  preparing  the 
Ark  became  Heir  of  theRighteoufnefs  which  is  by  Faith , 
Heb.  ii*  7. 

(2.)  ‘Baptism  does  fave  usy  as  it  is  a  Jhadow  of  fome 
fpiritual  thing.  Therefore  is  is  faid,  the  like  figure  e- 
ven  Baptifm  faves  us :  not  but  that  Baptifm  has  fome 
real  influence  into  falvation,  as  indeed  all  Ordinances 
have,  fo  the  Types  of  old ;  but  the  falvation  he  attri¬ 
butes  to  Baptifm  is  reprefentative. 

( 3O  The  Salvation  reprefented  by  Baptifm  is  the 
purging  of  the  Confcience  from  the  guilt  of  fin ;  called 
the  anfwer  of  a  good  Confcience .  The  walking  of  the 
body  fignifies  the  wafliing  of  the  foul. 

(4.)  The  reafon  why  he  aferibes  the  anfwer  of  a 
good  Confcience  to  the  refurreSion  of  Chrifi ,  and  not 
to  his  death,  is  becaufe  though  his  death  purchafed  it, 
yet  his  refurreeftion  is  the  great  evidence  of  the  fatisfac* 
torinefs  of  his  fufferings :  therefore  we  are  faid  to  be  be* 
gotten  unto  a  lively  hope  thereby ,  1  Pet.  1.  3. 

II.  We  are  taught  the  efficacy  of  Chrifts  Righteouf- 
nefs  unto  Salvation  by  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lords-Sup- 
per.  The  Lords-Supper  was  inftituted  by  Chrift  im¬ 
mediately  before  his  iufferings,  wherein  Bread  &  Wine 
in  the  celebration  of  that  Ordinance  are  made  the  figns 
cf  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift;  they  are  not  natural 
figns  of  any  fuch  thing,  but  have  that  lignification 
put  upon  them  by  Chrift .  And  God  is  teaching  us  in 
this  Ordinancey  that  w®  have  falvation  through  the 
fufferings  of  Chrifi \ 

x*  Thi$ 
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1.  This  appears  becaufe  here  the  death  of  Chrift  is 
reprefented  as  a  violent  and  penal  death.  Here  is  a 
reprefentation  of  Chrift  crucified ;  here  is  not  meerly 
the  lhewing  forth  of  his  death,  but  the  manner  of  his 
death,  to  mind  us  of  it,  that  he  died  in  a  way  of  pu- 
nifhment :  that  he  luffered  that  vengeance  that  was  due 
unto  us  for  our  fins.  Ifai.  55.  8*  For  the  tranfgreffion 
of  my  people  was  he  ftricken. 

2.  HERE  the  death  of  Chrift  is  reprefcnted  as  being 
upon  our  account .  1  Cor.  11.  24.  This  is  my  body  which 
is  broken  for  you.  Chrift’ s  death  .was  the  payment  of 
our  debt;  we  were  the  principal  debtors,  Chrift  was 
the  furety.  Our  guilt  was  transferred  unto  him  :  He 
deferved  not  fuch  fufferings  himfelf,  but  underwent 
them  as  a  publick  perfon,  and  therefore  by  his  Sutler* 
ings  we  may  be  juiiified  and  faved. 

3.  In  this  Ordinance  the  death  of  Chrift  is  to  be 
pewed  forth  ’ till  he  come ,  1  Cor.  11.  2 6.  Which  thews 
that  it  is  fatisfacftory  to  the  juftice  of  God.  It  had  not 
been  worth  the  while  to  appoint  tigns  for  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  it  to  the  World’s  end,  if  it  had  not  procu¬ 
red  our  Salvation.  It  had  better  have  been  forgotten* 
if  it  had  not  procured  our  redemption, 

4  The  Wine  in  the  LordVSupper  is  faid  to  be 
his  blood  of  the  New-Teft  ament,  Mat.  z6.  28.  Why  is  it 
fo  called,  but  that  it  purchafes  the  bleifingsoftheNew- 
Teftament  ?  The  Covenant  of  Grace  is  confirmed  by 
the  blood  of  Chrift.  On  the  fame  account  he  is  called 
the  Mediator  of  the  New-Covenant  or  Teft anient,  Heb. 
j2*  24. 

5.  His  Blood  is  here  reprefented,  as pedforthe  re* 
ynijfion  of  fins ,  Mat.  26.  28.  That  fins  might  be  for¬ 
given.  And  it  would  never  have  been  thus  repre¬ 
sented  if  it  had  not  been  effe&ual  for  this  end  :  His 
minding  us  for  what  purpofe  it  was  fhe-d,  fhews  that 
the  end  is  thereby  attained. 

6.  In  this  Ordinance  we  are  invited^to  put  our  truft 
in  the  death  of  Chrifl .  Mat.  26.  if,  27.  Take,  eat , 
thk  is  my  body,  and  drink  ye  alt  of  it:  when  the  hodj^ 
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feeds  upon  the  Sacramental  Bread  and  Wine,  the  Soul 
is  to  do  that  which  anfwers  unto  it:  the  Soul  is  to 
feed  upon  Chrift  crucified,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but 
the  acting  Faith  on  him-.  Job.  6.  53. 

Ha  ving  thus  cleared  it*  that  in  the  Sacraments  of 
the  New-Teftament,  we  are  taught  the  efficacy  of 
Chrifts  Righteoufnefs  unto  Salvation ;  it  remains  that 
we  add  fomething  to  Jhe<w  the  evidence  that  arifes  from 
hence,  that  it  is  Jafe  appearing  in  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift .  And  God's  teaching  of  us,  this  makes  it  evi¬ 
dent,  what  way  foever  God  teaches  it  in.  But  there 
is  fome  peculiar  light  that  does  arile  from  this  way  of 
teaching  by  the  Sacraments  of  the  New-Teji ament,  that 
may  help  more  abundantly  to  fatisfy  our  hearts  in  this 
Truth. 

1.  If  God  teach  us  this  in  the  Sacraments  of  the 
Neve- l*efi aments,  this  fhews  that  it  lies  much  upon  the 
heart  of  God  to  firengthen  our  Faith  in  this  particular > 
that  it  is  fafe  appearing  before  God  in  Chrift's  Righte¬ 
oufnefs.  This  mews  that  God  is  very  careful  that  we 
may  believe  in  Chrilb  If  we  fee  a  man  promife  ano¬ 
ther  an  ellate,  make  an  inftrument  of  Conveyance,  fets 
his  Hand,  and  adds  his  feal  to  it,  we  conclude  that 
he  defires  to  give  him  all  manner  of  aflurance,  and 
would  leave  no  room  for  doubting  ,*  fo  when  we  fee 
God  fending'  his  Servants  to  witnefs  in  his  Name,  that 
s  there  is  Salvation  in  Chrift  ;  that  he  gives  it  under  his 
hand,  has  left  it  upon  record  in  his  Word,  and  adds  a U 
fo  fenfible  figns  for  the  eftablifhment  of  our  faith,  we 
may  conclude  that  God  is  very  careful  to  leave  no 
room  for  doubting  in  this  particular  ;  his  defign  is  to 
put  the  thing  out  of  all  queftion .  And  certainly  God 
would  never  thus  bufy  himfelf  to  delude  us,  nor  take 
fuch  care  to  fatisfy  us  in  this  particular,  but  that  this  is 
the  very  way  of  Salvation. 

2..  If  this  be  the  thing  that  God  teaches  us  in  the 
Sacraments  of  the  NeW-Teftamettt, then  there  are  fclemn 
Ordinances  founded  upon  this  2)o£irine  of  Salvation  thro 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  Thl$2)o£irim  is  the  foundation 

I  •  that 
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that  thefe  Ordinances  are  build  upon .  The  defign  of 
thefe  holy  Ordinances  is  to  be  vcitncjfes  to  us  of  our 
Redemption  and  Salvation  by  the  blood  of  Chrift. 
And  indeed  the  Ordinance  of  the  Ministry  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  fame  bottom.  If  this  Doctrine  were  not 
true,  there  had  been  no  occalion  for  thefe  Ordinances. 
As  it  was  with  the  Sacraments  of  the  Old  Teft  ament ; 
they  were  feals  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith  :  fo  are 
the  Sacraments  of  the  New  Tefi  ament.  And  ceitain 

it  is,  that  all  the  Ordinances  of  God  are  built  upon 
Realities.  Who  can  imagine  that  God  would  appoint 
any  Ordinance,  that  fhould  be  like  the  fork ,  that  is^the 
graven  Image,  a  fDottrine  of  vanities,  Jer.  10. 8.  God 
delights  in  no  Worflrip  but  what  has  a  good  foundation. 
In  the  Sacraments  God  requires  us  to  worftiip  him,  in 
a  religious  attendance  upon  him,  while  he  is  teaching 
us  this  do&rine  of  Salvation  by  the  righteoufnefs  and 
blood  of  Chrift.  In  the  Sacraments  God  requires  us  to 
worlhip  him  in  a  religious  acknowledgment  of  the 
truth  of  this  Doftrine  ;  and  this  would  never  be  if  the 
do&rine  were  not  itfallibly  true .  Gpd  needs  no  fuch 
Worlhip  as  is  not  built  upon  a  real  foundation  ;  it  is 
not  fuitable  to  give  him  any  Worfhip  that  is  not  built 
upon  realities.  God  would  never  accept  any  iuch  ho¬ 
nour  as  this  fromus,much  lefs  require  us  to  give  it  him. 
If  thisDoftrine  of  Salvation  by  the  blood  ofChrift  were 
not  true.  To  deny  the  do&rine  of  Salvation  by  the  blood 
of  Chriilis  to  make  the  Sacraments  a  meer  mockery .  In 
the  Sacraments  God  does  by  facred  Ordinances  witnefs 
to  the  falvation  of  believers  ;  and  he  will  never  pro- 
phane  his  own  Ordinances  by  failing  in  the  perfor* 
mance  of  that  promife .  Thele  Sacraments  being  Or¬ 
dinances  appointed  of  God  to  teach  us  this  dodrine 
of  Salvation  by  ChrilPs  blood,  we  are  thereby  war¬ 
ranted  tp  pray  for  a  bleffing  upon  them,  for  the  fur¬ 
therance  of  our  fpiritual  and  eternal  good.  But  this 
we  might  not  do,  if  the  DocSrine  held  forth  by  them 
were  not  true.  The  Sacraments  being  appointed  by 

God  to  teftifie  this  Do# rine  to  us  $  we  have  a  war 
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rant  in  the  celebration  of  them,  and  at  oth£r  times,  to 
praife  atid  blefs  the 'Lord  for  fending  Chrift  Jefus  to 
work  out  falvation  for  us :  But  certainly  if  this  Doc¬ 
trine  were  not  true,  there  Would  be  no  reafoti  for  u$ 
fo  to  do,  neither  Would  the  Lord  accept  of  fuch  prai- 
fes.  If  there  were  not  certain  Salvation  to  be  had  by 
Chrift*  no  man  alive  can  give  a  reafon  of  the  inftitii- 
tion  of  the  Sacraments,  nor  falve  the  honour  of  God 
Who  has  appointed  them  to  teach  tis  this  Doftrine  of 
Salvation  by  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

Arg.  X.  1* HE  Converfton  of  Sinners  by  the 
is  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  it,  and  fo  of  this  great 
*fruth.  God  begets  men  by  the  word  of  truth.  Jam* 

1.  1 8.  The  Apoftle  Raul  faith  to  the  Corinthians*  1 
have  begotten  you  through  the  Gofpel ,  i  Con  4.  15.. 
And  this  ftrongly  proves  the  truth  oftheGofpel.  And 
if  the  Gofpel  be  the  inftrument  of  merfs  Converfioh^ 
it  i sfafe  to  appear  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

1.  Bec  ause*  When  men  are  converted  they  know 
the  Gofpel  to  be  true .  Unconverted  men  have  many 
objections  againft  the  fafety  of  believing  in  thrift.  But 
when  they  are  converted  they  know  it  to  be  fafe  tti 
trifl  in  Chrifl.  They  are  allured  of  this  truth.  There 
be  divers  degrees  of  aflurance.  We  read  of  ajfurance 
if  faith,  the  full  aflurance  of  faith,* —  All  the  riches 
of  the  full  ajfurance  of  underfianding •  When  rheh  are 
converted  they  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift ,  JoH.  5.  iy 
They  receive  the  word,  as  the  word  of'  God ,  1  Thell 

2.  13.  They  know  the  Gofpel  to  be  a  faithful  /dy¬ 
ing,  1  Tim.  1.  15.  They  know  thrift  to  be  the  Son 
of  God ,  Joh.  6 .  6 9.  They  know  that  Chrift  came  out 
from  God,  and  do  believe  that  God  fent  hfln,  Joh.  1 7.8; 
And  if  they  know  the  Gofpel  to  be  true,  then  it  is 
certainly  true.  That  which  is  known  is  certain,  Men 
may  conjecture  a  thing  to  be  true  that  is  not  true* 
They  may  be  confident  a  thing  is  true  which  is  not  i 
But  if  they  know  it  to  be  true*  it  is  true.  There  is  aM 
agreement  between  their  knowledge  and  the  thing 
hnowti.  Knowledge  i$  the  apprehending  and  judging 
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of  things  as  they  are.  When*  they  know  a  thing  they 
muft  auent  unto  it-  He  that  knows  a  thing  to  be  true 
mu  ft  by  neceftity  of  nature  aflent  unto  it-  It  is  m- 
poifible  they  ftiould  know  it  to  be  falfe,  no  arguments 
will  convince  that  it  is  falfe. 

2.  When  finners  are  Converted,  it  is  God  who  re¬ 
veals  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  unto  them.  Befides  the 
outward  revelation  there  is  an  inward  revelation  by 
the  Spirit.  There  is  need  of  it  becaufe  linners  are 
fpiritually  blind,  and  further  blinded  by  carnal  reafon. 
Their  pride  and  their  fears  and  their  enmity  do  fug- 
geft  arguments  unto  them  againft  the  Gofpel  ;  but 
when  they  are  converted,  God  ftiews  the  truth  of  it 

unto  them.  Mat.  1 6*  17. - Flejb  and  blood  hath  not 

revealed  this  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  that  is  in  heaven . 
So  Eph.  1.  17,  18— —  They  have  an  unffion  front  the 

Spirit ,  1  Joh.  2-  20. - And  that  which  is  revealed 

unto  them  by  the  Spirit  muft. needs  be  true.  God  is  a 
God  of  trutb:  every  word  of  God  is  pure,  Frov.  30.5- 
God  teaches  by  heightening  Phe  mind. 

3.  Converted  perfons  knowledge  of  the  Gofpel, 
works  a  fupernatural  change  in  them.  Ad.  2  6. 18 .  Fo 
open  their  eyesy  and  to  turn  them  from  darkncfs  unto 
light ,  and  from  the  power  of  fat  an  unto  God.  Before 
they  could  not  truft  in  Chrift,  now  they  can.  Before 
they  could  not  love  God,  now  they  can.  And  cer¬ 
tainly  that  muft  be  truth  that  works  fuch  a  change . 
Conjedures  and  common  convidions  of  the  truth  may 
work  a  moral  change.  Yea  the  believing  of  a  fallhood 
may  make  a  moral  change.  The  believing  of  the 
dodrine  of  Purgatory  may  make  a  Fapifi  rtfom.  But 
it  is  only  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  that  can  make  a 
man  godly.  The  knowledge  of  the  Gofpel  makes 
men  to  aim  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  hate  every 
thing  in  the  world  in  comparifon  of  God  and  Chrilh 
To  glory  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  no  confidence  in 
theflefh.  Col-3. 10.  F'he  new  man  is  renewed  in  know- 
hire  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him. 
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Arg.  XI.  T’U£  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  in  the  time 
of  the  (Primitive  Church ,  was  for  the  confirmation^  of ' 
this  (Doctrine,  of  our  Salvation  by  Chrifi .  Th c,  Spirit 
was  poured  out  abundantly  upon  the  Apofilcs  and  o- 
thers,  in  the  day  of  Pentecofi,  AS.  2.“  4.  So  the  difci- 
ples  at  Samaria ,  at  the  prayer  of  Peter  and  John  re -  _ 
ceived  the  Holy  Ghofl,  Ad.  8.  17.  So  Paul  when  An- 
nanias  laid  hands  011  him,  AS.  9.  17.  So  Cornelius 
and  his  Company,  AS.  jo.  44.  So  the  D  if  Spies  at  E* 
phefusy  AS.  19.  6,  God  gave  miraculous  gifts  unto 
believers ;  they  prophefied,  they  Ipake  many  langu¬ 
ages,  they  did  wondrous  works  &c.  Thefe  things  did 
evidence  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel,  of  men’s  Salvation 
by  Chrifi.  This  is  plain, 

1.  Because,  it  was  foretold  by  Chrifi  that  it  JhoulA 
be  fo ;  as  the  fruit  of  his  Afcenfion,  Job.,  7.  38,  3 9. 
Chrift  fays,  Jfie  that  believe, th  on  me  out  of  his  belly  fit  all 
flow  rivers  of  living  water  ;  but  this  he  fpake  of  the 
fpirity  which  they  that  believe  on  him  jhould  receive,  for 
the  Holy  Ghofl  was  not  yet  given ,  becaufe  Jefus  was  not 
yet  glorified.  The  meaning  of  this  Scripture  is,  not 
that  all  believers,  to  the  end  of  the  World  fhould 
receive  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  ( tho ’  this  is  true,)  but 
that  after  the  Afcention  of  Chrift,the  Primitive  Chrifti- 
ans  fhould  receive  extraordinary  Gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
which  was  abundantly  fulfilled  in  thofe  days,  and  con¬ 
tinued  for  a  confiderable  time. 

2«  This  effufion  of  the  Spirit  was  upon  this  Aefign , 
to  be  a  divine  teftimony  to  this  truth  of  our  Salvation 
by  Chrift.  The  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  mightily 
prejudic’d  againft  the  Gofpel.  The  Jews  becaufe 
Christ  did  not  come  in  liich  outward  glory  as  they 
expecfted  ;  made  a  mean  appearance  and  was  crucified. 
The  Gentiles  were  prejudiced  by  the  efteem  they  had 
*yf  their  own  Religiony  becaufe  of  the  Antiquity  of  it, 
being  handed  down  unto  them  by  their  Fathers  for 
many  Generations;  and  they  had  Traditions  which 
confirmed  them.  One  we  read  of,  AS.  19.  35- 
Q.t  the  Image  that,  they  tho’t,  fell  from  Jupiter .  They 
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were  milled  alfo  by  the  accomplifhment  of  fome  ‘Pro* 
phecies  of  their  Oracles  ;  and  the  Judgments  that  be^ 
fell  fome  who  abufed  their  Temples.  But  God  gave 
thefe  Gifts  of  the  Spirit  on  purpofe  to  be  a  teflimony 
to  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  Heb.  2.  4.  Go$  bearing 
them  witnefs  both  with  figns  and  wonders  and  divers 
miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft- 

3.  These  extraordinary  Gifts  had  that  effedfc  to 
convince  multitudes  of  this  Truth .  Men  that  wer eene- 
tnies  to  the  Apofles  were  confounded  by  thefe  won¬ 
derful  Gifts,  Adfc.  4- 14.  Seeing  the  man  that  was  heal¬ 
ed  funding  among  them  they  could  fay  nothing  againfi 
*  ^  '  1  K)me  that  had  been  bitter  enemies  were  con¬ 

verted.  Adt.  6 •  7.  — r  A  great  company  of  the  priefts 
were  obedient  unto  the  faith.  Multitudes  of  the  people 
were  wrought  on  by  the  fight  of  thefe  miraculous 
works.  Act-  8.  6.  If  be  people  with  one  accord  gave 
Ibeed  unto  thefe  things  which  Philip  fpake,  hearing  and 
feeing  the  miracles  which  he  did. 

There  be  two  things  principally  that  may  be  ob- 
jeZied  againft  this  Dodtrine. 

Object,  x.  TfHAtT  Faith  is  faid  to  be  imputed  for 
right eoufnefs,  Rom.  4. 3,21,22.  Gen.  15.  5,6.  To  which 
it  may  be  added  ft  hat  faith  under  the  Gofpel  comes  in  the 
room  of  Works  that  were  required  under  the  Law.  Hence 
Faith  and  Works  are  fo  often  oppofed  by  the  Apoflle  in 
tfe  matter  of  Juftifi cation,  Rom,  3.  28.  Gal.  2.  1 6. 

Anf,  i.  That  faith  that  is  imputed  to  us  for  righ- 
teoumefsj,  is  believing  in  Jefas  Chrifl.  It  is  not  any 
adfc  of  faiths  nor  any  other  adfc  of  juftifying  faith  that 
is  imputed  for  righteoufnefs*  but  only  believing  in 
Chrift.  This  is  evident*  becaufe  that  is  the  defeription 
of  juftifying' faith  in  other  places  of  the  Scripture:  He 
that  believeth  in  him'  Jbal$  have  everlajling  We,  Joh.. 
3,  U>.  This  faith  is  del'cribed  elkwhere, But  for  us  alfo, 
to  whom  h  pall  be  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  him  that 
raife&  up  jcfiis  our  Lord  from,  tbs  dead.  Here  this 
faith  is  deferibed, 

(1.)  It  is  Faith  on  God;  a  relying  or  depending  up¬ 
on  him.  .  '  '  v.  (aj 
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(2.)  The  confederation  under  which  this  is  a<fted 
on  God/ that  is  as  having  railed  up  Jefus  our  Lord 
from  the  dead  i  that  is,  as  having  wrought  out  falva- 
tion  for  us  byJefusChrift.  It  may  be  objeffed  againft 
^  this  interpretation,  that  this  Faith  that  was  imputed 
for  righteoufnefs  to  Abraham  is  called  a  believing 
God,  Rom.  4.  3.  And  the  prornife  that  he  believed 
was  a  promife  of  a  numerous  pofterity,  Ge/i.  15.1,5,  6. 

Anj.  This  Faith  of  his  did  include  in  it  a  believing 
of  the  promifed  feed,  and  a  believing  o q  him  :  God 
had  before  promifed,  that  in  him  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  Jhould  be  blejfed ,  Gen.  12.  3.  Aqd  now  ha 
promifes  him  a  pofterity  like  the  ftars  in  number :  and 
Abraham  entertains  this  promife  as  it  included  in  it 
the  promifed  feed,  and  as  Chrift  fays,  rejoyced  to  fee  his 
day,  and  faw  it,  and  was  glad ,  Joh.  8. 5 6.  "This  was 
reckoned  unto  him  for  Righteoufnefs.  This  is  plain* 
from  Gal .  3.  6 ,  7,  8. 

2.  FAITH  in  Jefus  Chrijl  does  inter  ell  us  in  the 
right eoufnejs  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Whoever  has  this  faith 
has  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  God  might  have  made 
over  this  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  to  us  without  any  con¬ 
dition  if  he  pleafed,  or  upon  any  other;  but  faith  was 
fuitabie,  and  God  has  appointed  this  to  be  the  way  of 
our  partaking  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  here¬ 
by  men  come  to  have  an  intereft  in  that.  Men,  come 
to  have.au  intereft  inChrilFs  righteoufnefs,  called  gold 
and  white  raiment ,  by  buying  that  of  him,  that  is,  by 
believing  on  him.  Rev.  3.  18.  "The  righteoufnefs  of 
God  is  through  Faith  in  Chrijl.  Phil.  3.  9.  So  that 
all  that  have  this  faith,have  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift* 

3.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  Apoftle  intends  no 

more,  when  he  lays  Faith  is  imputed  for  righteoufnefs, 
than  this,  that  Believers  are  reckoned  righteous,,  through 
the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrijl ,  The  phrafe  fee  ms  to  im¬ 
port  fomewhat  elfe,  then  if  he  had  fa  id,  that  their 
Faith  was  their  righteoufnefs  :  to  be  reckoned  for 
righteoufnefs  feems  to  note  to  be  accepted  in  ftead  of 
pe/ final  righteoufnefs  And  fo  Faith  is  accepted  through 
Vi.  -  •  v  l  4  * 
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the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift :  this  is  further  confirmed 
from  that  phrafe,  Heb.  ir.  7.  He  became  heir  of  the 
righteoufnefs  which  is  by  Faith ,  that  is,  of  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  applied  unto  us  by  Faith: 
and  there  is  no  necelfity  of  underftanding  any  thing 
more  by  that  phrafe,  the  righteoufnefs  of  Faith ,  Rom. 
4«  ir,  13.  but  the  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  an 
intereft  in  by  Faith. 

4-  Yet  it  may  be  granted  without  danger,  that 
Faith  is  our  (Evangelical  righteoufnefs ,  but  not  our  legal 
righteoufnefs.  God  has  made  two  covenants  with  men, 
the  one  is  the  covenant  of  works,  the  other  the  cove- 
pant  of  grace :  in  the  covenant  of  works  perfect  holi- 
nefs  is  the  condition,  that  is  the  righteoufnefs  that  muft 
be  fulfilled  in  order  unto  life:  in  the  covenant  of  Grace 
believing  is  the  condition,  and  this  may  be  called  Gof- 
fel  righteoufnefs.  Becaufe  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  Gofpel  all  Believers  are  declared  righteous  in  the 
light  of  God ;  and  the  promife  of  falvation  is  made  un¬ 
to  believing.  But  believing  is  not  our  legal  righte¬ 
oufnefs,  is  does  not  anfwer  the  demands  of  the  Law ; 
there  is  a  necelfity  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  which 
is  legal  righteoufnefs.  1  Cor.  1.  30.  And  indeed  Faith 
could  not  have  been  the  condition  of  falvation,  had  it 
not  interefted  us  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law. 
The  Covenant  of  Worksand  Covenant  of  Grace  alfo 
muft  be  fulfilled  or  we  cannot  be  faved.  Chrift  ful¬ 
filled  the  Covenant  of  works  for  us,  and  gives  us  Faith 
in  his  righteoufnefs,  whereby  we  fulfil  theCovenant  of 
Grace. 

5.  Where  as  it  is  added  to  ftrengthen  the  Objection 
that  Faith  under  the  Gofpel  comes  in  the  room  of  works 
under  the  Laws  and  therefore  as  works  under  the  Law 
were  to  be  the  matter  of  juftification,  fo  is  Faith  under 
the  Gofpel. 

I  Anfwer,  Faith  does  not  under  the  Gofpel  properly 
come  in  the  room  of  works,  for  works  are  necenary  un¬ 
der  the  Gofpel  unto  Juftification.  Works  are  the  pur- 
chafing:  caufe  of  life;  only  God  has  found  out  another 
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way  of  performing  thofe  works  than  the  Law 
of,  namely,  by  a  Surety :  -but  yet  perfed  Obedience  is 
as  neceffary  as  at  firft,  for  our  Juftification.  The  Goi- 
pel  does  not  juftifie  us  in  any  way  of  contradiction  to 
the  Law.  Works  now  are  the  legal  condition  of  Juf- 
tification,  but  Faith  is  the  evangelical  condition  of 
Juftification,  and  every  Believer  does  fulfil  both  thofe 
conditions,  one  in  his  Surety ,  the  other  in  his  own  per- 
fon ;  Faith  is  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace, 
and  Faith  interefts  us  in  the  right  eoufneis  of  Chrift, 
whereby  the  Covenant  of  works  is  alfo  fulfilled.  And 
when  the  ydpoftle  does  oppofe  Faith,  and  the  works  of 
the  Law,  he  does  not  oppofe  Faith  to  the  works  of 
the  Law  as  performed  by  Chrift ;  for  they  work  together 
for  our  Juftification*  But  he  oppofes  it  to  our  works , 
that  our  works  in  obedience  to  the  Law  can  never 
juftifie  us.  Works  under  the  Law  were  the  purcha- 
iing  caufe  of  Juftification,  and  fo  they  are  ftill.  Works 
under  the  Law  were  the  condition  of  Juftification  and 
they  only :  but  now  they  are  the  legal  condition,  and 
Faith  is  the  evangelical  condition :  Faith  is  all  the  condi¬ 
tion  required  to  be  performed  by  us  in  our  own  perfons^ 
Objedr.  z.  GOD  has  made  many  promifes  of  forgive- 
nefs  of  Jins  unto  Obedience,  and  fo  alfo  of  Salvation, 
whereby  it  feems  that  it  is  not  fafe  relying  upon  Chrift’ $ 
right eoufnefs,  but  upon  our  own .  ZJhere  be  many  promifc 
cf forgivenefs.  Ifai.  i.  i  6, 17,  18.  Wafh  you,  make  you 
clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings,  See.  Come  and 
let  us  re  of  on  together ,  faith  the  Lord,  though  your  fins 
be  as  fcarlct  they  Jhall  be  as  white  as  fnow,  though  they 
be  red  like  crimfon,  they  Jhall  be  as  wool.  Mat.  6.  14* 
For  if  you  forgive  men  their  trefpajjes,  your  heavenly 
Father  will  alfo  forgive  you.  1  Jon.  3.9.  If  we  con- 
fe/s  our  fins,  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins. 
liai.  5  5.  7.  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way  and  the  un¬ 
righteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord ,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.  So  there  are  many  pro - 
tnifes  Salvation  made  unto  Obedience*  Rom.  8.  13, 
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Jf  ye  by  the  fpirit  do  tnortifie  the  deeds  of  the  fiejh  ye 
Shall  live .  Mat.  5. 8.  EleJfed  are  the  pure  in  heart  for 
they  Jh  all  fee  God .  And  to  like  purpofe  eternal  life  is 
fpoken  of  as  the  reward  of  Obedience.  Heb.  11.  1, 
z6.  He  had  refpehl  to  the  recompence  of  reward .  Col. 
9.  24.  Knowing  that  of  the  Lord,  ye  Jhall  receive 
the  reward  of  the  inheritance,  for  ye ferve  t  he  Lor  dC hr  if . 

Anf  To  the  firft  part  of  the  Obje&ion  from  pro¬ 
files  of  forgivenefs  made  to  Obedience  2  I  anfv^r, 

1.  THAT  forgivenefs  is  not  always  taken  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  for  the  aSl  of  fujtif cation,  whereby  God  does  take 
off  the.  fentence  of  eternal  condemnation .  But  many 

times  it  is  taken  for  God’s  overlooking  Jin  fo  as  not  to 
bring  that  temporal  calamity  that  he  might  have  done. 
So  when  God  removes  a  temporal  judgment,  he  is 
'  faid  to  forgive  their  fins,  Mich .  7.  18.  So  when  he 
forbears  to  deflroy  a  people  that  have  deferved  it,  and 
only  brings  fome  lefs  judgments  on  them,  he  is  faid  to 
forgive  them,  Pfal.  99.  8.  Thou  waft  a  God  that  for - 
gaveft  them  though  thou  tookeft  vengeance  on  their  inven¬ 
tions.  Pfal.  78*  98.  He  forgave  their  iniquities,  and  de- 
firoyed  them  not.  Num.  14.  20,21,22,23.  And  the  Lord 
faid,  I  have  pardoned  according  to  thy  word, &c. but  they 
Jhall  not  fee  the  land  that  I fware  unto  their  fathers . 
And  fometimes  he  bellows  this  pardon  upon  them 
whom  he  does  not  deliver  from  the  fentence  of  con¬ 
demnation  ,•  and  fometimes  he  denies  this  unto  them 
whom  he  does  deliver  from  a  fentence  of  condemna¬ 
tion.  Mofes’s  fin  fhall  not  be  fo  forgiven  but  that  he 
mull  die  in  the  wildernefs  for  his  trefpafs  at  the  waters 
of  Meribah .  Eli  lhall  not  be  lo  forgiven  but  that 
fore  judgment  fhalt  come  upon  his  family.  The  pre¬ 
venting  or  removing  of  temporal  calamities,  whether 
inward  or  outward,  is  called  forgivenefs.  And  this  is 
the  very  thing  intended  by  forgivenefs.  Sometimes 
when  God  makes  promifes  of  forgivenefs  unto  obedi¬ 
ence  and  reformation  ,*  the  meaning  is,  that  God  wil^ 
profper  them  and  blefs,  and  not  purfue  them  with 
judgments  and  calamities.  This  is  evident,  becaufe 
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fometimes  God  promifes  forgivenefs  to  a  Nation  in  a 
way  of  obedience  ;  it  is  promifed  as  a  National  blef- 
ling.  So  jn  that,  Jfai.  x.  16,17,18.  Therefore  itdoes  * 
not  intend  deliverance  from  eternal  condemnation.  For 
Cod  does  not  promife  that  as  a  publick  bleffing,  de¬ 
pending  upon  publick  reformation. 

'  2.  Sometimes  whenGod promifes  forgivenefs unto 
Obedience,  the  meaning  is,  that  if  the  foul  do  return 
Unto  God  by  a  true  work  of  Converfion  he  Jhall  be  jujli - 
fed.  When  men  are  converted  they  are  brought  into 
a  Hate  of  acceptance  with  God  :  God  is  reconciled 
unto  them.  So  that  place  is  to  be  underftood,  IfaL 
55. 7.  Let  him  return  unto  the  Lord ,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him •  Aft.  3-19.  Repent  therefore  and  be 
converted ,  that  your  fins  may  be  blotted  out.  And  the 
reafon  why  God  promifes  forgivenefs  upon  Converfion 
is,  bepaufe  faith  which  is  the  condition  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant,  is  included  in  Converfion.  Converted  perfons 
have  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

3*  Sometimes  w^hen  forgivenefs  is  promifed  unto 
particular  afts  of  Obedience,  the  meaning  is,  that 
ihofe  a£fs  of  Obedience  are  a  fign  that  a  man  is  in  & 
jufiified  condition.  So  that  is  to  be  underftood,  Mat.  <f. 

14.  For  if you  forgive  men  their  trefpajfesy  your  heavenly 
Father  will  forgive  you.  And  that,  1  Joh.  1.  9.  If  we 
confefs  our  fins ,  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  our  fins* 
Thefe  things  are  not  the  condition  of  forgivenefs,much 
lefs  the  meritorious  caufe  of  forgivenefs  ;  but  they 
are  a  fign  that  a  man  is  fuch  a  one*  to  whorfi  the  pro- 
xnife  of  forgivenefs  does  belong*  So  any  one  upright  * 
aft  of  obedience  is  a  fign  that  a  man's  fins  are  for¬ 
given,  and  fhall  be  forgiven  in  the  day  of  Judgment; 
becaufe  they  are  things  that  do  accompany  faith  in 
Chrift,  though  they  have  no  influence  unto  fortifica¬ 
tion* 

a.  To  the  fecond  part  of  the  Objeftion,  that  pro* 
mifes  of  Salvation  are  made  to  Obedience  :  I  anfwer9 

1.  That  the  promifes  of  eternal  life  are  not  mado 
two  Obedience  as  that  which  does  merit  eternal  life .. 

-  "  And 
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And  therefore  the  beft  of  God’s  fervants  do  acknow^ 
ledge  the mfe Ives  unworthy  of  any  good,  Gen .  32.  10. 
They  are  fometimes  called  worthy .  They  fall  walk 
with  mein  white  for  they  are  worthy.  Luk.  21.  3*. 
Watch  ye  therefore  and  pray  always ,  that  ye  may  be 
counted  worthy  to  efcape  all  thefe  things  that  fall  come 
to  pafsy  and  3o  ftand  before  the  Son  of  man •  But  the 

word  *%ios  rendred  worthy ,  often  fignifies  no  more 
than  conveniency  and  fuitablenefs.  Eph.4. 1.  Walk  wor¬ 
thy  eft  he  vocation  wherewith  ye  are  called .  But  the 
obedience  of  the  people  of  God  cannot  merit  eternal 
life.  There  are  two  ways  of  meriting,  neither  of  which 
can  belong  to  the  obedience  of  the  Saints  :  One  is, 
when  men  do  merit  a  reward  from  abfolute  juftice, 
from  the  meer  dignity  of  the  work.  In  this  fenfe  one 
man  can  merit  from  another,  but  no  man  from  God: 
for  whatever  man  does  for  God  is  but  a  due  debt -  And 
becaufe  no  man  can  do  any  good  but  by  the  grace  of 
God,  the  work  it  felf  is  the  gift  of  God.  .  There  is 
another  way  of  meriting,  and  that  is  according  to  the 
'  tenor  of  the  law.  When  man  keeps  the  Law  he 
does  deferve  a  recompence  according  to  the  tenor  of 
it.  Thus  Jefus  Chrift  has  merited  life  for  us,  Eph. r. 
14.  He  has  pur  chafed  the  heavenly  pofTeffion.  So  the 
Angels  merited  bleflednefs  for  themfelves.  But,  the 
obedience  of  the  Saints  is  not  meritorious  in  this  fenfe, 
becaufe  it  fails  of  legal  exa&nefs :  there  be  many  fins 
mixed  with  their  obedience,  and  their  beft  obedience 
is  very  imperfect  and  polluted :  and  indeed  it  is  upon 
the  account  of  Chrift  that  the  obedience  of  the  Saints 
is  accepted.  1  Pet.  2-5.  We  offer  facrifices  acceptable  to 
God  by  Jefus  Chrift*  'v  •  '  , 

2  The  promifes  of  eternal  life  are  not  made  to  obe- 
dience  as  the  proper  condition  of  it.  Becaufe  God  is 
abfolutely  engaged  to  beftow  eternal  life  upon  Belie¬ 
vers  :  every  Believer  has  already  performed  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Covenant ;  and  is  under  an  abfolute  pro- 
mife  of  life.  Joh.  1.  2.  This  is  the  promife  that  he 
hath  promifed  us,  even  eternal  life :  and  obedience  is 

promifed 
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promifed  to  them,  therefore  cannot  be  properly  a  con¬ 
dition. 

3.  The  promifes  of  eternal  life  are  made  unto  obedi¬ 
ence  as  the  fign  of  it.  Obedience  is  an  evidence  that 
a  man  is  an  heir  of  eternal  life ;  good  works  do  de¬ 
clare. that  a  man  is  one  that  fhall  be  faved:  obedience 
is  an  evidence  of  the  love  of  God ;  it  is  from  love  that 
a  man  is  enabled  to  live  a  life  of  obedience  ,*  and  they 
are  an  evidence  that  a  man  is  a  believer:  where  there 
is  obedience,  there  is  Faith  alfo :  men  are  fan&ified  by 

Faith  in  Chrift*  26.  18. 

4.  The  promifes  of  eternal  life  are  made  to  obedi¬ 
ence,  as  the  way  wherein  God  has  appointed  to  lead  men 
to  it.  God  has  purpofed  to  lead  men  in  a  way  of  ho¬ 
liness  unto  happineis,  and  wherever  he  begins  to  de¬ 
liver  men  from  fin  here,  to  deliver  them  perfectly 
hereafter.  This  is  the  order  wherein  God  has  appoint¬ 
ed  to  bellow  falvation,  firffc  to  fanftifie  and  then  to 
glorifie :  God  has  appointed  to  prepare  alt  thole  for 

glory  here  that  he  does  intend  to  bellow  it  upon 
ereafter ;  he  prepares  them  here  for  that  holy  place, 
for  that  holy  company,  for  that  holy  work  that  is 
there,  though  they  fhall  be  more  fully  prepared  at  the 
time  of  their  difTolution :  this  is  the  method  that  God 
has  defigned  to  fave  men  in,  that  they  fhall  have  their 
fruit  unto  holinefs ,  and  the  end  everlafting  life .  Rom. 
€•  27 . 

3,  To  the  third  part  of  the  Objection,  that  Glory  is 
called  the  reward  of  Obedience •  I  Anfwer, 

1.  That  when  Heaven  is  called  a  recom - 
pence ,  the  word  is  not  taken  for  that  which  is  deferved. 
There  is  a  plain  difference  in  the  way  wherein  God 
inflicts  death  and  bellows  life.  Rom.  6.  23. 
wages  of  fin  is  death ,  but  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life 
through  Chrifi  Jefus  our  Lori. 

2.  Heaven  is  not  properly  bellowed  upon  the 
Saints  upon  the  account  of  their  obedience  as  the.  condi¬ 
tion  of  it.  It  is  upon  the  account  of  the  obedience  of 
Hhrifi,  as  the  meritorious  caufe,  a^d  upon  the  account 
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of  their  Faith  as  the  condition  of  it :  their  obedience 
is  indeed  the  way  wherein  they  do  receive  it*  and  fo 
it  is  a  recompence  of  it.  They  have  heaven  in  a  way 
of  obedience,  and  heaven  will  make  an  abundant  re¬ 
compence  for  all  their  labour  and  travail :  the  people 
of  God  take  pains,  undergo  hardships,  undergo  many 
temptations  and  conflicts  in  a  way  of  obedience*;  but 
heaven  will  make  amends  for  all,  and  abundantly  re¬ 
compence  all  their  trouble  in  the  way  of  ferving 
God:  at  the  end  of  their  journey  they  fhall  receive 
heaven,  and  that  will  make  amends  for  all  their  trou¬ 
ble. 

3.  SAINT’S  when  they  go  to  heaven  fhall  receive  a 
recompence  on  the  account  of  their  good  works .  Their 
good  works  are  the  condition  of  an  additional  glory K 
The  ejfential  glory  of  heaven  is  given  on  the  account 
of  Chrifis  pur  chafe,  and  that  God  has  promifed  to  be¬ 
llow  in  a  way  of  obedience :  but  belides  thofe  promi- 
fes,  there  are  others  wherein  God  has  engaged  fur¬ 
ther  degrees  of  glory  upon  condition  ot  obedience: 
there  will  be  a  gracious  reward  by  the  Covenant  ot 
Grace  given  to  every  adl  of  obedience  performed  by 
the  Saints.  Mat.  ic.  ult.  God  will  take  an  account 
of  all  the  good  wTorks  of  his  Saints,  and  recompence 
every  one :  fo  that  the  more  any  Saint  does  for  God 
the  more  glory  fhall  be  bellowed  upon  him.  ThiL 
4.  17.  And  hence  it  is,  as  one  Saint  does  more  for 
God  than  another,  fo  the  glory  of  one  fhall  exceed 
the  glory  of  another*  God  will  not  overlook  any 
thing  that  is  done  by  his  people.  Though  the  obedi- 
fetice^of  the  Saints  be  iraperfedl*  yet  it  is  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  rewarded  by  the  Covenant  of  Grace  ;  it  is  not 
properly  the  condition  of  enjoying  heaven,  but  it  is 
the  .condition  of  enjoying  further  degrees  of  glory  in 
heaven. 

•'  "  ;V‘ .  :  chap. 
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C  H  A  P.  VIII. 


USE.  I-  Reproof  to  thofe  that  feek  Salvation  by 
their  oven  Righteoufnefs . 


Use.  I.  Improvement  we  ftiall  make  of  this 

T  Truth,  is,  firfi.  to  Reprove  tbofe 
that  arefeeking  acceptance  with  God , 
and  falvation  by  their  own  righteoufnefs .  That  neg¬ 
lecting  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift;  are  feekmg  the 
favour  of  God  by ’  their  own  works .  This  was  the  very 
fpirit  of  the  Jewifb  Nation  in  thofe  declining  times* 
wherein  Chrift  Jefus  was  upon  the  earth;  and  this  is 
one  great  part  of  the  apoftacy  of  the  Antichriflian 
Church,  that  they  teach  Juftification  by  works.  But 
befides  thefe,  it  is  the  ordinary  practice  of  fuch  whole 
confciences  are  awakened  and  terrified,  firfi  to  feek 
their  peace,  and  work  out  their  reconciliation  by  thek 
own  righteoufnefs.  When  once  the  finner  is  flung 
with  the  guiltrof  fin,  and  under  the  awful  apprehen- 
fions  of  God's  wrath,  the  firfi  way  that  prefents  itfelf 
for  his  relief,  is  the  reformation  of  his  fins,and  diligent 
applying  himfelf  unto  the  duties  of  Religion .  And  they 
are  travelling  this  way  after  peace,  fometimes  many 
years,  with  a  negled  of  Chrift.  Men  ought  indeed 
to  feek  their  peace  with  reformation,  but  not  by  their 
reformations :  But  men  are  mightily  wedded  to  this 
way  of  fpeking  Salvation  by  their  own  duties.  This 
fe  one  of  thofe  things  that  make  the  wrork  of  Convex 
fion  fo  exceeding  difficult.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to 
bring  men  to  be  earneftly  feekingSalvation  ,*  and  when 
they  are  brought  unto  that,  it  is  very  difficult  to  bring 
rfiem  to  feek  it  in  the  right  way.  They  fought  it  not 
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by  faith,  hut  as  it  •were  by  the  works  of  the  law ,  Rom. 
9.  32.  But  men  have  no  ground  at  all  for  this.  It  is 
fafe  appearing  before  God  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  ;  but  it  is  no  ways  fafe  foremen  to  truft  in  their 
own  righteoufnefs.  When  men  make  their  ownrigh- 
teoufneis  the  ground  of  their  confidence,  they  do  but 
flatter  and  pleafe  themfelves  in  a  vain  delufion ;  their 
own  works  can  never  procuretheir  acceptance  withGod. 

In  profecuting  this  Ufe ,  let  us  confider, 

1.  WHO  they  are  that  feek  f ah  at  ion  by  their  own 
righteoufnefs . 

2.  WHAT  righteoufnefs  they  do  attain  unto . 

3.  WHAT  are  their  temptations  to  feek  their  falvti- 
tion  in  this  way . 

4.  WHAT  confidence  they  have  in  their  own  right e- 
iufnefs. 

5.  HOW  they  do  to  hide  it  from  themfelves  that  they 
trujl  in  their  own  righteoufnefs. 

6.  THE  vanity  of  metis  trufiing  to  their  own  right e- 
wfnefs. 

The  firft  thing  to  be  confidered  is, 

WHO  they  are  that  feek  fahation  by  their  own  righ - 
teoufnefs. 

B  u  t  before  I  give  you  their  characters,  it  will  be 
needful  to  premife  two  things, 

1.  They  that  feek  falvation  by  their  own  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  do  not  expeEl  fahation  from  the  Covenant  of 
Works ,  as  it  requires  perfeCl  obedience  in  order  unto 
life.  They  dare  not  adventure  their  fouls  on  the. 
ilri&nefs  of  the  law  ;  though  they  had  need  to  do  fo, 
if  they  feek  life  by  their  own  works.  But  they  da 
not  thus;  they  look  upon  their  righteoufnefs  as  that 
which  will  allay  the  anger  of  God ;  and  be  an  induce¬ 
ment  unto  God  to  fave  them  ;  that  which  will  win 
the  good-will  of  God,  and  draw  the  heart  of  God  to 
them  :  yea  they  look  upon  their  righteoufnefs  as  that 
which  will  bring  God  in  their  debt ;  that  God  is  be¬ 
holden  to  them  for  their  fervice,  yet  they  do  not  lay 
dzim  to  blefledaefe  by  the  ftridnefs  of  the  Law,  for 
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they  know  and  confefs  themfelves  to  be  fimitrs,  they 
pray  for  forgivenefs  ;  which  things  are  incohfiftent 
with  juftification  by  their  own  works.  The  fee. vs  did 
not  Hand  upon  a  ftritft  Covenant  of  Works,  Romy^i, 
52.  ‘they  fought  it  as  it  ‘were  by  the  ‘works  of  the  law.. 
But  thele  men  do  make  fuch  a  mixture  of  the  Cove¬ 
nant  of  Works  with  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  wherein 
the  Covenant  of  Works  is  predominant.  They  make 
fome  profeifion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  yet  adhere  to  a 
Covenant  of  Works.  Therefore  the  Apoftie  fells  them, 
'That  if  they  be  circumcifid  Chrifi  pall  profit  them  no¬ 
thing,  Gal.  5.  2.  They  made  account  to  have  fome  be¬ 
nefit  by  Chrift ;  fo  they  made  account  to  have  fome 
benefit  by  Grace.  Therefore  the  Apoftie  tells  them, 
that  whoever  of  them  are  jujlified  by  the  law.  Are  fallen 
from  grace.  They  did  not  pretend  to  the  ftricftnefs  of 
the  Law,  but  took  in  Golpel  principles  info  their  way 
of  juftification,  and  yet  were  legal  all  the  while.  This 
makes  theApoftle  difpute  in  that  nianner  ag,linft  them, 
Rom.  11.  6.  If  it  be  by  grace,  it  is  no  shore  of  works, 
otherwife  grace  is  no  more  grace  ;  but  if  it  be  of  works, 
then  it  is.  no  More  graces  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work. 
They  mingled  Grace  and  Works  together^  they  made 
their  own_  works  the  foundation  of  their  hopes,  and 
yet  took  in  the  plea  of  Gods  Grace j  and  Christas 
Righteoufnefs.  They  thought  theif  own  works  did 
contribute  lomething,  and  the  Grace  of  God  through 
Chrift  would  make  up  f  heir  defeats. 

.  2;  XHR,  Saints  of  God  have  a  great  deal  of  a  felf 
righteous  fpirit  remaining  in  them ,  and  men  mufl  not 
conclude  hecavfe  they  find  fuch  workings  in  their  hearts 4 
that  they  are  felf  righteous.  No  doubt  many  of  the 
Galatians  that  were  tainted  with  the  do&rine  of  the 
fegahfis  were  really  converted.  Gal. 4,14.  There  was 
iomewhat  of  this  fpirit  in  ‘Peter,  Mat.  rp>  27.  We  have 
jorjaken  all ;  what  Jhall  we  have  therefore 6  As  the 

people  of  God  are  not  compleatly  delivered  from  o~ 
ther  corruptions,  fo  not  from  carnal  confidence <  There 
s  fpirit  working  and  ibmetimes  prevailing  m 
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them.  But  there  is  alfo  in  the  Saints  an  evangelical 
fpirit.  Phil.  3.  3.  We  rejoyce  in  Chrifi  Jefus ,  and  have 
no  confidence  in  the  flefij.  They  allow  not  themfelves 
to  have  any  confidence  in  the  fiefh. 

These  things  premifed,  take  thefe  characters  of 
thofe  men  that  fcek  falvation  by  their  own  righteouf 
nefs • 

1.  SUCH  men  as  manify  themfelves  by  their  duties 
and  frames.  They  count  highly  of  themfelves,becaufe 
of  what  they  do.  ‘Pride  is  the  very  {pirit  of  felf-righ- 
teoufnefs.  The  felf-righteous  man  lets  a  great  price 
upon  what  he  does :  he  loves  to  be  thinking  upon 
what  he  has  done  ;  how  his  heart  melted  in  fucn  a 
duty,  how  his  affe&ions  were  drawn  out  and  enlarg¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  prayer,  what  he  has  done  and  fuffered  in 
the  caufe  of  God.  He  loves  to  chew  over  duties  a- 
gain,  as  things  that  do  commend  him  to  God :  while 
another  man  is  magnifying  free  Grace,  and  the  Righ¬ 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift,  the  felf-righteous  man  is  idolizing 
his  own  fervices,  falls  in  love  with  his  own  beauty  ; 
is  taken  with  his  own  carriage,  and  thinks  that  God 
and  man  fhould  be  taken  with  him.  He  thinks  his 
works  do  ingratiate  him  with  God,  and  draw  the  heart 
of  God  towards  him.  So  the  Pharifee,  Luk.  18.  12.  I 
fafi  twice  in  the  week ,  and  give  tithes  of  all  that  Ipof- 
fefs.  He  minds  God  of  it,  what  a  choice  man  he  was, 
and  thinks  that  God  has  not  many  fuch  fervantsas  him- 
felfi  He  counts  his  own  righteoufnefs  his  riches ,  Rev. 
3.  17.  He  is  rich  in  prayers,  rich  in  mournings,  rich  in 
duties  of  religion,  and  of  charity.  He  is  not  brought 
to  be  poor  in  fpirit :  He  don’t  fee  himfelf  without 
money  and  without  price ,  but  has  a  confiderable  eftate 
of  his  own  to  live  upon.  He  thinks  that  by  his  duties 
he  gains  fomething  towards  the  paying  for  falvation, 
<Phil.  3.  7.  He  places  his  confidence  in  thofe  things, 
and  glories  in  them  :  As  a  rich  man  boafts  of  his 
wealth,  fo  he  boafts  of  his  righteoufnefs,  and  defpifes 
other  men  :  As  the  Pharifee,  Luk.  18. 11.  I  am  not  as 

ether  men*  or  like  this  ‘Public ath  Whereas  the  fpirit 
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of  a  Saint  is  to  glory  in  the  righteoufnefs  and  fufferings 
of  Chrift.  Gal-  6.  14.  God  forbid  that  I  Jbould  glory * 

Cave  in  tdoe  crofs  of  Jefus  Chrift.  #  #  . 

2.  SUCH  men  make  their  duties  their  refuge  in  times 
of  danger.  Such  men  are  oftentimes  feared  from  a  re¬ 
membrance  of  their  former  courfes,  and  fenfe  of  pre-  , 
fenr  failings:  Sometimes  when  they  hear  the  threat- 
nings  of  the  word ;  fometimes  when  it  is  a  time  of 
mortality  ;  fo  when  they  are  ill*  and  under  apprehen- 
fion  that  their  dying  time  is  come  :  and  when  in  this 
fright,  they  betake  themfelves  to  their  own  righte¬ 
oufnefs  as  their  Jlrong  hold.  A  godly  man  makes  his 
uprightnefs  an  argument  to  hope.  The  felf  righteous 
man  makes  his  duties  the  foundation  of  his  faith;  in  a 
ftormy  time  he  gets  under  them  for  fhelter,  inftead  of 
getting  under  the  fhadow  of  Chrift  ;  he  flies  to  his 
own  duties,  they  are  his  caftle,  wherein  he  fortifies 
himfelf  againft  fear,  they  are  his  harbour,  where  he 
calls  anchor  :  from  thence  he  takes  his  great  encou¬ 
ragement. 

This  was  <PauPs  fleet-anchor  before  his  converiion* 
that  he  was  touching  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  blame - 
lefs ,  Phil.  3.  6.  The  felf-righteous  man  comforts  up 
his  heart  with  this,  that  furely  God  will  have  fome 
refpedt  unto  his  pains,  his  affeeftions*  his  charity,  his 
Uriel  walking  :  this  is  his  fort  that  he  retires  unto  in 
time  of  danger.  He  has  not  been  fo  bad  as  other  men* 
and  he  hopes  God  wilt  not  deal  in  rigour  with  him* 
He  thinks  that  his  duties  do  lay  fome  engagements  up¬ 
on  the  love  and  compaflion  of  God  ;  he  hopes  his 
prayers  and  tears  have  fome  conftraining  efficacy  upon 
the  compaffionate  heart  of  God. 

Sometimes  he  thinks  that  his  duties  lay  fome  bonds 
upon  the  jufice  of  God, he  thinks  it  equal  that  he  fhould 
befpared,  and  that  it  would  be  extream  rigour,forGod 
to  caft  him  off  at  laft,  when  he  has  done  fo  much  for 
him.  Sometimes  he  thinks  his  duties  have  laid  a  tve 
upon  the  faithfulnefs  of  God :  God  has  made  promues 
to  them  that  feek*  and  he  claims  an  intefeft  in  them  % 
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he  makes  his  duties  the  ftay  of  his  foul,  and  when 
t0?  purfuing  of  him,  he  takes  fan&uary  here. 

5*  Lit  men  take  their  encouragement  from  their 
frame,  and  dunes  to  come  to  Chrift.  Many  felf-righte- 

Jhevhave  thf -a^'  C°mfrt  fr°m  Chr5ft>  and  the>’  ^ 
felves  h el  deP;)ndauce  on  CM}?  ;  count  them- 

'c  !  HU7  comf°rt  they  draw  from 

J:r{Lrr  x^fecoftd  hand ;  their  encouragement  takes 
its  tint  rile  from  fome  excellency  in  themfelves.  They 

dar£  xf  truf|t  in  Ghrift  b^t  under  fuch  col 

S  as  thefe  l  tha? they  are  reformed>  not  fo 
bad  as  other  men,  have  love  to  Chrift,  are  forrowful 

for  then  fins,  have  a  good  afte&ion  to  Ordinances,and 
the  people  of  God  ;  fuch  confiderations  do  embolden 
hem  to  come  to  Chrift.  He  thinks,  if  he  were 
lo  bad,  and  fo  bad,  Chrift  would  not  accept  of  him  • 
but  it  being  otherwife  with  him,  he  thinks  he  may 
venture.  He  defires  to  be  better  with  all  his  heart, 
andl°  vfPe£.tbat  lX  isnot  Prefumptionforhimto  come 
*?.’ i  r  bjnd*n5  bucb  frames  in  his  own  heart,  he 
thinlcs  that  Chrift  does  mean  him  in  the  invitations  of 

the  Colpel,  lo  he  makes  his  own  duties  a  ftep  to¬ 
wards  Chrift ;  he  makes  his  own  gracious  frames  a 
preparation  to  his  coming  to  Chrift. 

He  drelles  up  himfelf  in  his  own  righteoulhels  ; 
and  when  he  has  made  himfelf  as  co?nely  as  he  can  ad¬ 
ventures  to  caft  himfelf  upon  Chrift.  He  imagines 
iomething  in  himlelf,  why  God  fhould  beftow  the 
nghteoufnefs  of  Chrift  rather  upon  him  than  upon  a- 
nother :  whereas  a  Saint  comes  to  Chrift  meerly  upon 
Goipel  encouragements,  from  the  grace  and  faith- 
fulnels  of  God,  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  Ifai.45.24.. 
Surely  Jb all  one  fay,  in  the  Lori  Jehovah,  have  I  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  and  ftrength. 

5.  SUCH  perfons  labour  after  fome  goodnefs  to  pre¬ 
pare  them  for  Chrift.  They  are  ftriving  after  fome  in 
order  to  their  doling  with  Chrift.  When  they  are  in¬ 
vited  to  come  to  Chrift  for  falvation,  they  excufe 
themfelves,  and  think  they  are  not  good  enough  yec 
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to  come  to  Chrift.  They  think  it  would  be  prefump- 
tion  to  come  with  fuch  hearts  as  they  have,  they  think 
no  body  ever  came  to  Chrift  that  had  fuch  hearts :  but 
they  think  if  they  were  better  they  might  come  ;  and 
lb  they  ajre  labouring  after  fome  felf-excellency,  in  or¬ 
der  to  their  clofing  with  Chrift.  They  are  purifying 
themfelves,  and  garniihing  themfelves,  that  they  may 
be  fit  to  come  to  Chrift.  They  think  if  their  hearts  , 
were  more  broken,  they  might  come.  If  they  had 
more  love  to  Chrift ,  if  they  did  fee  the  real  evil  of 
iin ;  and  fo  they  make  it  their  buflnefs  to  get  thefe 
qualifications.  They  don’t  count  it  their  next  work 
to  believe  ;  but  think  they  muft  get  fome  other  felf- 
excellencv  in  order  to  believing  :  io  they  make  it 
their  prefent  work  to  mend  their  oevn  heart,  and  fome- 
times  they  think  they  get  a  little  forward,  and  then 
they  go  backward  :  juft  like  a  man  that  undertakes 
to  empty  a  fountain,  which  fills  as  faft  as  he  empties  ; 
or  like  one  that  attempts  to  fetch  a  dead  body  to  life  ; 
he  chafes  it  and  it  grows  warmer, but  is  as  far  from  life 
as  ever.  So  thofe  men  are  ftriving  againft  their  dul- 
nefs  and  hardnefs ;  they  tug  with  their  own  hearts  to 
make  them  better:  for  he  thinks  he  muft  be  better 
before  he  believes  in  Chrift  :  whereas  a  Saint  when 
he  finds  his  heart  bad  comes  to  Chrift  to  make  \it 
better. 

5.  HET  are  difeontented  if  they  be  not  accepted  he- 
caufe  of  their  duties.  If  God  don’t  comfort  them,  but 
they  are  held  under  terrors ;  they  wonder  what  the 
matter  is;  and  fo  like  wife  when  God  croffes  them  in 
his  Providences,  and  follows  them  with  afflictions, 
their  hearts  are  difeontented,  they  are  heavy  and  dif- 
pleafpd.  They  think  it  ftrange  that  their  duties  are 
no  more  regarded  ;  that  they  ihould  do  fo  much  and 
be  requited  fo  :  they  lay  hard  dealing  to  God’s  charge, 
think  it  is  not  equal.  They  are  ready  to  look  upon 
it  to  be  a  peace  of  cruelty  that  God  don’t  help  them 
wtten  they  have  done  fo  much  for  him  :  efpec’ially  it 
God  comforts  others  that  have  not  been  fo  long  in 
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a  way  of  Religion ;  they  find  peace  and  communion 
with  God  this  makes  the  heart  fwell  :  Men  can’t 
bear  it  that  others  fhould  have  mercy,  and  they  not. 
Their  lei  vices  make  them  very  difcontented  under 
God  s  dealing  towards  them.  Ifai.  58.  3.  Wherefore 
havswefafed fay  they,  and  thou  feejl  not  ?  wherefore 

leire  ^  our  fou^s>  an&  takejl  no  know- 

Secondly.  Let  us  confider,  what  right eoulhefs  fuch 

men  may  attain  unto,  that  feek  falvatihn  by  their  own 
nghteoufnefs.  And  there  is  no  doubt  but  fuch  men 
may  go  a  great  way  in  Religion ;  Some  attain  one 
mealure,  and  others  another.  But  they  may  go  far 
though  they  fall  greatly  Ihort  of  what  the  leaf  faints 
do  attain*  yet  they  are  capable  of  attaining  a  great 
dea^  :  they  may  attain  fo  much  as  to  exceed  what  ma¬ 
ny  taints  do  attain  as  to  the  external  fart  of  Religion. , 
i  hey  may  make  a  glorious  fhew  fo  as  to  gain  the  ap¬ 
probation  and  applaufe  of  the  people  of  God. 

Take  it  under  thefe  three  Heads, 
i.  I*HET  may  attain  to  as  much  as  ayiy  Saint ,  as  to 
we  external  fart  of  Religion ,  All  the  external  a  Sts  of 
.  holinefs  may  be  done  by  him  that  has  no  principle  of 
fiolineis*  The  external  adbs  of  Grace  may  be  to  imi¬ 
tated  that  no  man  can  difeern  the  difference.  Though 
ordinarily  the  convention  of  the  Saints  be  better  than 
the  converfation  of  other  men,  yet  others  may  attend 
the^  external  part  of  godlinefs  as  much  as  any  Saint  ; 
for  kis  not  Grace  that  gives  men  power  to  do  that 
which  is  externally  good  :  Nature  gives  men  the  po¬ 
wer  to  do  the  addon,  and  Grace  gives  men  power  to 
do  it  in  a  right  manner,  and  for  a  right  end-  And  tho* 
corruption  in  natural  men  be  flrong  to  hinder  them 
from  the  external  acks  of  religion,  yet  that  may  be 
over-ruled.  Natural  men  have  a  power  to  do  the  ex¬ 
ternal  duty,  and  they  may  have  a  will  too,  through 
fome  over-ruling  confideration-  Raul  tho*  a  Rhari - 
fee,  may  have  a  blamelefs  converfation.  Tho*  Uriah 
was  not  a  faithful  Priefh,  yet  he  was  a  faithful  Wit- 
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tiers  Ifai.  8.  4.  Many  a  natural  man  is  of  chafle  con¬ 
versation,  temperate  in  the  ufe  of  meat  and  drink, ,  juft 
in  his  dealings  with  men,  charitable  to  the  poor  Jtnct 
in  obferving  of  the  Sabbath  ;  he  maybe  greatly  m- 
ftrumental  in  promoting  the  publick  good  ;  abound  in 
fading  ^  prayer ,  fall  in  with  the  better  party  ;  take 
much  pains  for  the  corner fion  of  others.  Yea  the  A- 
poftle  intimates,  that  a  man  may  give  all  his  goods  to 
feed  the  poor ,  and  his  body  to  be  burned >  and  not  have 
charity ,  i  Cor.  13.  3.  An  opinion  of  merit  is  lumci- 
ent  to  make  many  men  give  all  they  have  to  the  poor . 
And  men  may  fujfer  death  in  the  caule  of  .God,  that 
have  no  grace  ;  either  from  fiurdinefs  of  fpimt ;  iome 
are  men  of  high  Ipirits,  and  count  it  a  difgrace  to  them 
to  yield:  they  fcorn that  others  fhould  get  the  day  of 
them :  they  will  not  difparage  themfelves  nor  humour 
their  enemies  fo  as  to  yield  to  them :  Or  from  confdence  tj 
their  falvation;  lotting  upon  it,  that  if  they  dye  in  iuch 
a  cable,  they  fhall  furely  go  to  heaven..  . 

2.  P'HET  may  attain  unto  great  religious  frames. 
Many  carnal  men  have  had  very  ftrong  pangs  of  affecti¬ 
on;  their  hearts  may  overflow  in  a  religious  way.  Ma¬ 
ny  that  have  no  principle  of  Grace  have  had  great  lm- 
preffions  on  their  hearts  from  the  word  of  God  :  The 
hearts  of  natural  Men  have  been  confiderably  engaged 
m  (he  ways  of  God.  The  Galatians  many  of  whom 
‘Paul  was  afraid  of,  were  formerly  greatly  affected  with 
theGofpel,  Gal.  4.15.  He  that  was  not  prepared  to  go 
through  fufferings,  tells  Chrift  in  a  pang.  He  will  joE 
low  him  whither  fo  ever  he  goes,  Luk,  9. 57,58.  Saul  has 
a  great  pang,  becaufe  God  had  wrought  falvation  in 
Jfrael ,  1  Sam.  11*13.  tfhey  fang  God's  praife  that  foon 
forgat  his  works ,  Pfal.106.12,13.  Men  may  receive  the 
word  with  joy,  yet  not  hold  out  in  a  day  of  perfecu- 
tion,  Mat .  13.21.  Men  may  bewail  their  mifearriages 
tho’  their  hearts  be  not  mended,  jSam.26.zi.  Men  may 
delight  in  Religion,  that  are  not  fincere  in  it, 
2.7.9,10.  Men  may  abominate  fome  fins,  though  none 
be  mortified,  z  Chron.  21 .6.  The  kings  word  was  a~ 
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bommablc  unto  ^focih  „ 

are  Grangers  unto  Chrift  ‘PmJ  ^  Th  f  ^  that 
religious  frames  are  iwk-  °'w-  The^  Pangs  and 
workings  of  an  enliaht  !r elle  but  the  various 
men  are  enlightened  tn  r0nfye>!ce ' fndfelf-love.  Some 
fin,  and  the  E?  of  danSer  in  3  W3V  of 

mg  to  God.  Grid  nuts  I  Iridic  in  l  way  of  return- 
men  come  to  fee  i-heV  r^C  V1t0  f^e  whereby 
^ernity  and  ^r,  a"d  hell,  and 

afar  a  ^1,“  Cod  £  ™t?  the"V 

On  that  SSKjtr*^  rrk  "P- 
rife  that  fear  iov  ■ fetf-love  And  hence  a- 

hi  „x?t£f i  pp™Prrs°£ 

falvation-  h  feek  after  holinefs,  Chrift  and 

'  alKiSlTP%PfmC  iH  the  of  Religion 

awav  Wrimes  t PP  TtS  the>’ do  not,  but  fall 
and  VZTy*  they^oiTelir5  “ 
tnfavoury,  fo  as  to  have  little ‘reliflT  and 

their  hearts:  and  generally  thofe Sc •  gS u °  uP°n 

thefe  affeclion^  ^-W”8  imPreffion  on  the  heart; 

5  - .  *!  *•»  withy 

^lEr  BW  i°  th?  Praftice  °*  Religion,  one 

iy  ysFV  cir - 

?,'*  '^.planewhere  the/live,  th/wS! 

J1  &  confcience,  may  have  luch  an  influence 

upon 


air 
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upon  them,  as  to  make  them  continue  in  the  pra&ice 
of  Religion:  Chrift  indeed  fays  of  fome,  that  they  be - 
/if*  ftW,  «  r«#e  of  temptation  fall  away. 
Luk  8  1  v  But  his  meaning  is,  that  it  is  commonly 
fo  •  but  experience  Ihews  that  a  temporary  faith  may 
live  under  perfection.  All  falfe  faith 1  indeed  may 
be  called  temporary,  becaufe  it  is  fubjetf:  to  perilh  m 
time :  it  is  not  built  upon  fuch  a  foundation  as  to  make 
it  Hand  againft  all  temptations.  True  faith  is  built 
upon  firm  foundations,  the  power,  mercy  and  faithful- 
nefs  of  God,  and  the  perfect  righteoulnels  of  Jeius 
Chrijl ;  and  in  thefe  things  there  is  a  bottom  forf  aith 
in  the  difmalleft  times  that  may  come ;  here  is  that 
which  will  anfwer  all  temptations,  z  IheJ.  z.  i'i.  hut 
a  falfe  Faith  is  built  upon  failing  foundations, the ;  good- 
nefs  of  his  frames.miftakes  about  the  love  of  God  ;  and 
hence  his  faith  may  fail,  though  I  know  no  condition 
that  a  falfe  heart  can  be  brought  into,  except  one  where¬ 
in  he  may  not  continue  to  believe ;  he  may  continue 
to  believe  under  great  affli&ions  from  the  hand  ot  God, 
under  great  persecutions  from  men,  in  a  dying  day  : 
Indeed  if  God  do  difeover  to  him  what  an  heart  he 
has,  and  (hew  him  the  plague  of  that,  his  falie  faith 
will  die  away ;  for  the  foundation  of  it,  fc.  an  opinion 
of  his  own  goodnefs  is  taken  away:  but  yet  even  then 
he  may  continue  in  the  practice  of  Religion. 

’Thirdly.  ]Let  usconfider  what  are  they emp  i  a.ti- 
on  s  that  wake  men  feek  falvation  by  their  own  right  eouj - 
nefs.  And  certainly  they  mull  be  great  temptations  that 
have  fo  ftrongan  efficacy  upon  the  hearts  of  men.  Godly 
men  have  much  to  do  to  reftrain  and  fubdue  this  ipirit 
in  themfelves,  and  generally,  convinced  fanners  arc 
mightily  carried  away  with  this  fpirit.  Though  God 
do  fo  plainly  witnefs  againft  it  in  his  Word ;  yet  mul¬ 
titudes  of  men  are  feeking  life  in  this  way ;  fo  that  wc 
may  conclude  there  is  fome  ftrong  current  that  men 
are  carried  away  with ;  fome  great  intanglements  t  ia 
men  are  thus  enfnared  with;  though  many  are  no 
ware  of  ity  yet  there  are  mighty  temptation '  t0  ^ 


/_ 


r,  lOi 


«*■ 


148 


"the  Safety  of  Appearing  Chap.  VEff. 
r%?  Heads!*1*  And  We  maY  reduce  them  to 

creatmeTtho^he^hasIh  *  ^h'  falIen  man  is  a  Proud 

***  «  wild  Affes  colt  ■  though  man  be  born 
of  orirrinal  fin  '  klf:love  which,  is  the  very  roof 

are  miferably  devote^Vo  tlF^w  10  fr  channel ;  men 
men  have  extreamlu  nl  n  ,ay  °f  ^nning»  though 
ded  thernfelS  from  *fcmfelv^  and  degra¬ 
ded  on  them,  Whkh  God  be* 

with  pride :  ■pride  U  XX  1  ,  edl,nS  prone  tofwell 

«s  0?  f“re  thle  ™ of% 

runs  throS  S  iffo Tf  ™d  "his  fpiric 

How^^Tjfoed  "“Wef  life,  ,  J„K? 

X  ffa  :hsrd;  r mm  "i,  »'■«  <6  .h"; 

this  lull  of  nride  '  ?X?ey  run'-  tl,iat,they  may.  tefie 

natural  excellencies  acauiXX^Xl  °f  every  tiling>  all 
enjoyments  are  fcXlXq,  X.  d°VVments>  external 
duties  and  traces  v“a  nr/i  c'rllJCI}af  proud  of  their 

of  tt  Jroud 

XX/  Af  ,trarI t0  thAe  worn  of  humiliation  and  the 

fnfrit  /J  sI  lty-  ^Vharifatcal  fp nit  is  a  proa! 
lpmt,  _Z^.  18.14  Pride  is  the  reafon  of  mens  fettirX 

up  their  own  nghteoufnefs;  and  it  has  an  influence 
thele  two  ways,  Ciilc 

rJ1'}  makes  men  defmus  to  live  upon  them- 

felves,  and  to  be  beholden  to  the  grace  of  God  no  more 

than 


4 
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than  needs  muft.  Proud  man  had  rather  be  the  author 
„f  h;s  oWn  happinefs,  than  to  have  it  in  a  way  ot  tree 
p-ifc  Moft  men  had  rather  earn  their  living  with  their 
Wers  end,  than  live  upon  the  charity  of  other  men: 

£, fn  this  cafe,  men  had  rather  compound  with  God 
for  heavln  u^n  the  account  of  their  own  feryices  than 
be  beholden  to  free  grace.  It  would  pleafe  tne  haugh¬ 
ty  heart  of  man  exceedingly,  to  have  the  honour  of 
favin*  himfelf ;  that  he  might  have  that  to  boaft  of, 
[hat  he  had  heaven  as  the  fruit  of  his  own  labours: 
goading  is  excluded  by  the  'la-w  of  Faith,  Rom.  ?.  2.7* 
and  therefore  the  heart  don’t  like  that  way.  Mens 
fnirits  will  very  hardly  come  down  to  take  life  as  «t 
sufc  from  a  provoked  God.  Men  can  hardly  ftoop  to 
it  to  come  to  the  door  of  mercy,  if  they  can  make  any 
other  fhift  they  will  not  do  it.  It  is  exceeding  cro  s  to 
flelh  and  blood  to  have  nothing  of  his  own  to  glory 
in  ;  and  to  yield  himfelf  to  be  a  poor,  vile  and  urn- 
worthy  creature,  to  be  altogether  helplels  in  himfelf 
Man  was  once  fet  out  with  a  good  ftock,  and  might 
have  earned  heaven,  and  ’tis  very  hard  to  him  to  yield 
himfelf  a  prodigal,  he  ftomachs  it  to  come  for  alms :  it 
would  be  hard  to  one  efpecially  that  has  been  rich  lo 
to  do.  This  we  may  fee  in  the  Prodigal.  Luk.  1 5  • 1 4>  1 5  • 
He  began  to  be  in  want,  and  went  and  joined  JomJelJ  to 
a  citizen  of  that  country .  Nothing  but  extremity 

would  bring  down  his  fpirit,  fo  as  to  make  him  return 
to  his  father  ;  he  had  rather  work  hard  than  come  a 

begging  to  his  father.  . 

(?)  ?PRTD E  makes  men  conceited  of  their  own  ngh- 

teoufnefs .  Proud  men  are  wont  to  have  an  high  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  own  things;  they  fet  an  high  rate  on 
their  own  excellencies,  and  fo  do  men  of  their  rights; 
oufnefs.  Pride  makes  men  unreafonable  in  their  ei- 
teem  of  it,  they  magnify  it  beyond  all  bounds-  i  ride 
hinders  them  from  paffing  an  impartial  judgment  up¬ 
on  what  they  do  and  are  ;  they  think  their  nearts  are 
a  great  deal  better  than  they  be.  When  Hazael  was 
told  what  he  fliould  afterward  do^  he  anfvvers^e 


ay 
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’’lb  (e7‘nL‘  S *  "-« 

fus  Cf  rift.  Pror,o  „  h?7 loV'  G°d  ?"d  Je- 

«re  pare their.  ol»  LftZZ  “  S,e"'rm-n  ,h“’ 
tbetr  jihbinefs.  Pride  mah^h^  "7  okaifed  from 

pinion  oi  their  own  Lots  unon  A  Up  a  °~ 

pLd*ASya^„S  ad?T ■«£; 

Lot  to'LSheif^  'sLLLy'Lo’  (flit 

hILhev  doV™,-^' 

,,  r  5L d°’  •  he?au^e  theY  are  their  own.  Luk.  18. 
Ipoj/f?  **  he  week>afid  £h*  tithes  of  all  that 

2-  Another  temptation  is,  that  God  in  the  Serf* 

holies  and  ff  rA  tepfy  his£reat  «PProL?on  Pof 

holinefs  and  obedience,  prayer  and  repentance  Cor? 
gives  great  encouragement  unto  meni  walkin  ways 
tjfholmefs.  He  bears  witnefs  often  to  his  acceptance 
of  the  obedience  of  his  people.  God  is  all  along  in 
theScripture  witneffing  the  regard  he  has  unto  holinefs 

«4Efh , 

8.  r he  lord  Icveth  the  righteous,  fhat  he  is  reconci¬ 
led  to  fuch  as  do  amend  their  ways,  Ifai.  <57  tp t 
him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  -will  have  mercy  on 
him.  And  God  makes  promifes  of  all  forts  of  blef 
lings  unto  holinefs :  of  outward  bleffings  peace  and 

plenty. 
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ft 

plenty  and  honour  and  long  life  ;  and  of  fpirltual 
mercies  of  the  manifeftation  of  himfel£  and  commu¬ 
nion  with  them  ;  and  of  eternal  life:  Tou  have  your 
fruit  unto  holinefs,  and  the  end  everlaftingfiife,  Rom.  6. 

Men  meeting  with  abundance  of  fuch  callages 
in  the  Scripture,  are  greatly  ftrengthen’d  in  their  ap~ 
prehenfions  of  the  efficacy  of  their  own  righteoulnefs, 
to  procure  their  purification*  Such  paiiages  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  are  ftrained  by  them,  and  they  grow  up  thereby 
into  a  more  eftablilhed  opinion  of  their  fafety  upon 
the  account  of  their  own  righteoufnefs :  meeting  with 
fuch  commendations  of  the  practice  of  holinefs,  they 
are  much  confirmed  in  their  carnal  confidence,  in  fuch 

ways  as  thefe,  ‘  9 

(Im)  HENCE  they  think  their  own  nghteoufnefs  does 

draw  the  heart  of  God  unto  them,  they  think  that  their 
holinefs  does  attraft  the  affeftion  and  good  will  of  God 
unto  them.  They  imagine  that  their  holinefs  does 
work  them  into  God’s  love  ;  that  the  beauty  of  their 
holinefs  does  captivate  the  affections  of  God,  and  their 
cries  and  carriages  do  work  upon  divine  companions, 
and  make  God  willing  to  beftow  falvation  upon  them. 
And  indeed  a  felf-righteous  man  doth  attribute  more 
to  his  own  righteoulnefs,  than  a  Saint  does  to  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift  :  a  godly  man  neither  does  nor 
ought,  to  make  the  righteoulnefs  of  Chrift  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  God’s  love.  Chrift  has  purchafedthe  favour 
of  God  and  reconciliation  with  him  ;  but  he  did  not 
purchafe  the  good  will  and  love  of  God,  there  was  no 
need  of  purchafing  that.  God  could  love  finners  free¬ 
ly  y  there  was  no  poffibility  of  purchafing  that  ;  that 
was  too  great  a  thing  to  be  purchafed.  Chrift  pro-' 
cured  the  effeffis  of  God’s  love ,  but  not  the  love  it  felfi 
God’s  love  was  the  caufe  of  Chrift’s  coming,  not  the 
effeCt  thereof ;  but  the  felf-righteous  man  imagines  a 
vertue  in  his  own  righteoufnefs  to  draw'  the  heart  of 
God  to  him,  and  engage  the  love  of  God. 

(z.)  HENCE  they  think,  their  own  ?  righteoidnefs 

does  make  amends  for  their  mf carriages ;  That  they  have 

made 
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made  an  atonement  for  themfelves  for  their  for¬ 
mer  jins.  They  think  their  repentance  makes  up 
that  breach  that  fin  had  made,  and  that  out  of  a  rei- 
pect  unto  that  God  forgets  what  they  have  done  amifs* 
They  imagine  that  there  is  a  reconciling  vertue  in 
then  reformations  and  good  fervices ,  that  they  fatisfy 
God  for  what  has  been  paft.  And  herein  they  attri¬ 
bute  more  to  their  own  obedience  than  we  ought  to  do  to 
the  aftwe  obedience  of  Chrift.  ChrifFs  adhve  obedi- 
^as  not  Sufficient  to  fatisfy  for  fin  :  it  purchafed 
the  bleffings  of  the  Covenant,  but  it  did  not  deliver 
us  from  the  curfe.  Adhve  obedience  to  the  Law  has 
merit  in  it,  if  it  be  perfedt,  but  it  has  not  any  fatisfying 
Vertue.  It  is  fomething  of  another  kind  that  God  re- 
qures  for  Satisfaction.  The  law  threatens  death  for4 
fin,  Rom.  6.  23.  T’he  wages  of  fin  is  death.  So  that 
Chrift  s  active  obedience  could  not  fatisfie  for  fins:  if 
he  undertake  to  fatisfy  for  fins,  he  muft  bear  the  pu~ 
nilhment  of  death. 


(l*)  HENCE  they  think  that  cut  of  a  refpeft  to  their 
own  right eoufnefs,  and  upon  the  account  thereof,  Gcd 
will  beftow  ft aly  at ion  upon  them.  They  think  that  this 
is  that  wnich  interefts  them,  in  all  the  good  of  the 
Covenant.  Their  own  prayers  and  reformations,  and 
affections  and  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  God,  is  that  which 
makes  them  heirs  of  glory,  and  gives  them  2  title  to 
the  eternal  inheritance.  They  look  upon  their  own 
righteoufnefs  as  the  price  of  heaven,  and  think  they  * 
have  done  fomething  to  the  earning  of  glory  3  they 
are  at  work  for  God,  and  look  upon  heaven  to  be 
their  wages. 

*  And  herein  they  attribute  that  to  their  own  righte¬ 
oufnefs  that  ought  to  be  attributed  unto  the  right  eoufi 
fiefs  of  Chrift.  This  was  the  very  defign  of  the  adlive 
obedience  of  Chrift,  to  give  us  a  claim  to  glory.  Be- 
caufe  we  were  very  unworthy,  and  could  not  fulfil 
the  condition  of  the  law,  jefus  Chrift  undertook  for 
us,  and  has  performed  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law, and 

merited" 
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merited  eternal  life.  Rom.  C-  23.  *T he  gift  of  God  is  e~ 
ternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrifi  our  Lord . 

3.  Another  temptation  to  make  men  depend  up¬ 
on  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and  feek  falvation  in  that 
way.,  is  the  feeming  excellency  of  their  own  right  eoufnefs. 
There  is  a  real  excellency  in  true  holinefs,  it  is  the 
perfe&ion  of  man's  nature.  Sin  is  a  vile  thing,but  ho¬ 
linefs  does  advance  and  perfect  man's  nature  :  Holi- 
nefs  is  the  glory  of  man.  ST  he  righteous  is  more  excel¬ 
lent  than  his  neighbour .  The  righteous  are  called  ex¬ 
cellent  ones,  Pfal.  16.  3.  And  though  all  the  righte¬ 
oufnefs  of  felf-righteous  men  is  but  hypocrifie,  and 
therefore  an  abomination  in  God's  fight  ;  yet  they 
themfelves  do  imagine  that  there  is  an  excellency  in 
it,  and  from  hence  they  make  it  a  ground  of  confi¬ 
dence  ,•  imagining  an  excellency  in  it  ;  they  think 
God  is  taken  with  it ;  and  that  it  is  meritorous  ,*  they 
do  from  the  excellency  of  their  carriage  prcmife  fal¬ 
vation  to  themfelves.  And  there  is  a fourfold  excellen¬ 
cy  which  they  are  wont  to  take  fpecial  notice  of. 

(1.)  The  moral  excellency  of  their  carriage.  They 
count  their  carriage  excellent,  becaufe  they  live  ac¬ 
cording  to  principles  of  honejly,  and  fohriety,  and  piety. 
They  are  no  Drunkards,  nor  Opprefibrs,  nor  Railers, 
nor  Sabbath-breakers,  nor  Swearers,  but  they  have 
a  good  converfation :  they  do  not  live  a  prcphane  nor 
fenfual  life ;  are  not  blemifhing  themfelves  by  vicious 
courfes.  They  have  an  amiable,  lovely  and  juftifiable 
carriage*  Their  outward  carriages  are  according  to 
principles  of  reafon  and  religion.  Their  behaviour  is 
equal,  and  honourable ;  they  walk  without  blame- 
The  fPharifee  was  lifted  up  with  that,  he  was  no  Ex¬ 
tortioner,  unjufi  perfon,  nor  Adulterer-  Th 0 young  man 
was  taken  with  that,  that  he  had  been  moral  from  his 
youth,  Mat.  19.  20.  Eaul  fpeaks  of  that  as  a  thing 
which  men  build  much  upon,  that  as  touching  the  righ - 
teoufnefs  of  the  Law  they  are  blamelefs ,  Phil.  3*  # 

.  (z)  The  religious  Ajfeffiionsthat  they  feel  working 
in  their  Hearts •  Sometimes  fuch  men  ha vq  great  aj- 

6  '  '  •  '  fctlions ; 
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fettions ;  they  have  melted  affections  under  the  confi- 
derations  of  their  fins,  and  Gods  mercies,  outward  fal- 
vation,the  fufferings ofChrift  for  finners, and  the  like: 
they  have  a  delight  in  Ordinances,  ftrong  defires  after 
Chrift  and  holinefs;  they  have  a  zeal  againft  the  fins 
of  the  times,  and  for  the  better  party  :  the  Scripture 
is  plentiful  in  inftances  of  fuch  affections  in  unconver¬ 
ted  men,  as  Saul ,  the  fony-ground  hearers ,  and  others, 
and  they  count  thefe  fincere,  and  are  highly  taken 
with  them.  They  look  upon  thefe  to  be  the  very  {pi¬ 
nts  of  religion,  things  which  do  greatly  ingratiate 
them  with  God.  They  look  upon  thefe  affections  as 
blejfed  frames  of  heart.  Thefe  they  think  are  the 
things  that  God  does  efpecially  delight  in  ;  they  count 
thefe  heavenly  frames  of  heart.  They  are  much  af¬ 
fected  with  their  affeCtions ;  now  they  reckon  they 
have  a  fuitable  frame  of  heart  to  fpiritual  things. 

(3.)  T’HE  difficulties  that  they  go  through  in  ferv - 
ing  of  God  ;  which  raifes  the  price  of  their  lerviees,  and 
makes  them  more  available.  They  mind  that  they 
take  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  ferving  God,  in  reading 
and  praying,  and  taking  fpiritual  opportunities,  they 
don’t  gratify  a  flothful  (pint,  but  are  laborious  in  re¬ 
ligion,  and  they  hope  God  takes  notice  of  that*  So 
they  are  at  coniiderable  expence  ;  they  Ipend  of  their 
eftates  in  works  of  piety  and  charity;  and  on  that  ac¬ 
count  value  their  duties  highly;  fo  they  are  much  in 
Faffing,  and  in  that  way  affliCt  their  bodies  :  fo  they 
upon  the  account  ol  Religion,  have  dilpleafed  friends, 
incurred  the  anger  of  men,  been  reproached,  born 

?)erfecution  :  And  upon  this  account  they  count  their 
ervices  excellent ;  they  think  it  is  no  fmall  matter  to 
do  what  they  have  done,  and  are  ready  to  pleafe  them- 
felves  that  they  have  merited  highly  hereby.  Luk.  18. 
x  2.  Ifafi  tmce  in  the  week,  and  give  tithes  of  all  that 

Ipojfefs. 

(4J  The  fer  vice  all  cnefs  of  their  carriages .• 
They  by  their  carriages  have  done  great  fervice, 

and  upon  that  account  they  do  extol  and  magnifi* 

them  jjr 
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them  ;  they  have  by  theif  charity  Relieved  many  a 
godly  man;  and  by  their  zeal,  counfel$  bounty >  learn¬ 
ing _ _  the  publickgood  has  been,  promotedj  they  have 

been  a  means  to  promote  religioil  in  the  place  where 
they  lived-  They  have  put  their  IhpulderS  to  the 
caufe  of  God  when  it  needed  a  life  They  have  beeii 
peace-makers,  they  have  been  ready  to  forward  ahy 

food  defign ;  they  have  comforted  mourners  j  they 
ave  llirred  up  others  to  godlinefs  1  there  ha$ 
been  much  good  promoted  by  them  ;  they  have  Had 
an  hand  in  many  a  good  wbrk  ; .  and  have  beep  initru- 
ritents  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  irl  their  fuatd. 
And  upon  this  account  they  think  they  have  dleierved 
well :  fuch  fervices  are  not  to  be  for  gotten  ^ 
lord.  Lord ,  have  we  Mi  prqphejied  in  thy  name , 

And  there  are  two  things  that  do  confii 
ftrengthen  this  temptation,-  , 

[r.J  tfBAl* others  have  d  goof  aha  it  may  be*  Un 
high  opinion  of  then, i  They  take  notice  of  that,  .that 
others  efteem  them ;  they  pafs  currently  for  Saints 
where  they  are  known  ;  they  have  the  good  word  of 
others  :  godly  men  that  have  a  fpirk  of  adeeming^  do 
take  t^  m  for  Saints*  they  have  entertained  th^m  into 


apprehenfiofr*  that  they  carry  themfelves  excellently. 
They  think  they  are  not  alone  irl  judging  fo  of  th&rn- 
felves,  but  others,  wife  and  experienced  men  fudge  fp 
too.  It  would  fhake  their  confidence  if  others  tho't 
them  hypocrites  ;  but  they  perceive  that  others  have 
fro  fufp'icion  of  them. 

[2.]  fBAT  their  carriages  are  far  beit'er  ihdti  the 
carriages  of  many  others .  W  hen  they  compare  them¬ 
felves  with  many  others,- they  are  hugely  taker!  With 
themfelves;  many  others  are  prophahe  and  vicious^ 
but  they  are  not*  they  don't  lead  fuch  lewd  livJes  as 
others  do  ;  yea  they  carry  it  better  than  many  tPrd* 
fejforsj  they  are  more  exemplary  in  their  converfation* 
not  carried  away  fo  with  the’  fids  of  %h&  tittitsj  thorn 
..  J* 
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ftrid  in  fan&ifying  the  Sabbath,  and  the  like.  They 
are  more  forward  for  publick  good  :  not  fo  paffionate, 
not  fo  covetous,  nor  io  haughty,  nor  fo  complying 
with  ill  cuftoms,  as  many  others.  Luk.  18.  n.  I  am 
not  as  other  men,  nor  as  this  ‘Publican. 

4.  A  fourth  temptation  that  proves  a  fhare  to  them, 
is,  that  God  owns  them  in  this  way.  Since  they  have 
reformed  their  courfe,  and  taken  up  the  practice  of 
religion,  Gody sdifpenfations  to  them  are  otherwife  than 
formerly.  And  this  confirms  their  apprehenfions  that 
God  is  reconciled  unto  them,  that  they  are  taken  into 
his  favour,  and  fothat  their  works  are  taking  with  God, 
and  prevail  for  their  acceptance  with  him.  They  think 
the  providence  of  God  aoeswitnefsfor  them  that  their 
fervices  are  of  great  account.  And  there  are  three 
things  in  Providence  that  they  build  upon. 

(1.)  THAT  God  profpers  them  ana  fucceeds  them  in 
their  occafions.  They  thrive  in  the  world  more  than 
they  did  formerly,  their  eftates  are  blefTed,  they  don't 
meet  with  fuch  crofles  in  providence  as  formerly.  That 
promife  feemsto  be  made  good  unto  them,  Plal.  1.  3. 
Whatfoever  he  doth  Jballprofper.  God  in  his  Provi¬ 
dence  fmiles  upon  them  ;  their  cattle  increafe,or  their 
trading  fucceeds,  and  they  have  credit  and  good  accep¬ 
tance  among  men,  they  are  improved  in  publick  fer- 
vice;  and  this  they  attribute  to  the  delight  that  God 
takes  in  their  convention ;  they  look  upon  this  as  the 
fruit  of  their  goodnefs. 

(x.)  ‘THAT  God  has  given  fome  remarkable  anfwers 
to  their  prayers  ;  And  tnat  not  only  when  they  have 
.  joined  with  others  in  prayer,  but  when  they  have  pray¬ 
ed  alone,  in  fome  particular  cafe  of  their  own,  they 
have  gone  before  God  and  poured  out  their  hearts 
before  him,  and  he  has  done  the  thing  for  them,  and 
granted  the  defire  of  their  hearts  :  and  tho'  there  be 
no  eyidence  of  favour  meerly  inGod's  doing  that  which 
men  ask  for,  God  hears  the  ravens  that  cry,  Pfal.147.9. 
And  fometimes  he  grants  men's  defires  in  judgment,?/! 

aoli5*yet  thefemen  build  much  on  thisthin&inafmuch 
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as  God  has  gratified  them  in  a  thing  that  lay  much  up¬ 
on  their  heart,  and  did  it  alfoin  anlwerto  their  prayer. 

/*  )  ‘j'llJT God  does  fometimes  draw  nigh  to  them , 
and  quicken  and  encourage  them,  when  they  have  been 
Jerving  him.  Sometimes  when  they  have  been  at 
prayer)  God  has  greatly  enlarged  their  hearts  ;  fo  in 
hearing  of  the  Word,  and  other  Ordinances,  their  heart 
does  many  times  melt,  God  affifts  them,  and  don’t 
leave  them  to  a  dry  faplefs  fpirit  in  the  pra&ife  of 
Religion ;  but  he  warms  their  hearts,  and  kindles 
gracious  affe&ions  in  them ;  while  others  are  fleep- 
ing  in  the  houfe  of  God,  their  hearts  are  greatly  af¬ 
fected  with  fpiritual  things,  and  they  look  upon  this 
as  a  lign  that  their  ways  are  plealing  unto  God,  They 
count  that  now  they  have  communion  with  God,  and 
now  and  then  they  have  had  fome  [pedal  incouraging 
•words  fet  home  upon  their  hearts ,  lome  protnifes  have 
come  to  them,  that  have  much  revived  them.  And 
this  they  think  evidences  the  favour  of  God,  and  the 
excellency  of  their  carriages. 

5.  The  fifth  temptation  is,  that  they  dor! t  know  any 
ether  way  to  get  the  favour  of  God,  but  by  their  own 
right  eoufnefs.  It  is  a  dreadful  thing  unto  them  to  go 
without  the  favour  of  God.  They  have  had  Convicti¬ 
ons  of  the  dreadfulnels  of  hell ;  and  they  tremble  to 
think  of  being  rejected,  they  would  not  for  a  world' 
be  caft-away ;  it  is  an  amazing  thing  to  them  to  think 
of  dwelling  with  devouring  fire.  So  that  they  are 
prefled  in  ipirit  if  it  be  poifible  to  fecure  their  falva- 
tion,  and  get  as  ftrong  and  fure  a  title  to  heaven  as 
they  can  ;  and  they  don’t  know  any  other  way  buE 
this,  by  their  own  righteoufnels.  There  is  another 
way  propofed  unto  them;  they  hear  often  of  the  way 
of  ialvation  by  Chrift,  but  it  is  a  meer  myllery  unto 
them :  they  do  not  conceive  the  fafety  that  is  in  this 
way,  their  reafon  does  not  reach  it  ,  whatever  is  faid 
unto  them  they  look  upon  it  unlikely,  they  are  not 
fatisfied  in  the  juftice  of  it,  or  that  God  can  find  in  his 
heart  to  pardon  them  in  this  way.  They  are  full  of 
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reafonings  againft  it  y  tho’  Godteflify  plainly  unto  this 
way  of  talvation,  yet  they  dare  not  venture  it  :  this 
wav  is  hidden  from  them,  2  Cor.  4.  4.  If  our  Gofpel  be 
hid ,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lofi.  Hence  they  dare 
not  give  over  feeking  by  their  own  righteoufnefs,  and 
let  go  their  carnal  confidences.  ^Tis  with  them  as 
with  a  man  that  is  falling  downfome  fteep  place,  ora 
man  that  is  drowning,  they  catch  hold  on  a  twig,  or  a 
rotten  flick,  though  it  be  inefficient  to  help  them. 
Or  as  with  a  traitor  that  gets  into  a  caftle,  becaufe  he 
fees  no  other  way  of  prefervation.  So  awakened  Tin¬ 
ners  are  feeking  by  their  own  righteoufnefs  to  make 
their  peace,  becaufe  they  know  no  other  way,  they 
date  do  no  other ;  tho"  they  have  many  mifgivings  of 
heart,  that  all  their  righteoufnefs  will  not  do,  yet  they 
look  on  this  as  the  moll  probable  way,  and  hence  dare 
not  take  any  other  courle.  This  appears, 

1  (i.)  BECAUSE  terrors  of  Confcmce  put  them  upon 
their  duties .  Tho*  afterwards  they  may  find  fome  de¬ 
light  in  them,  and  fome  affeCtions  to  God  and  his  ways, 
-yet  the  firffc  thing  that  fets  them  going  is  terror  ;  fear 
makes  them  reform  and  pray;  they  are  feared  into  Re¬ 
ligion,  they  are  forced  out  of  thefe  finful  practices, 
and  fired  out  of  thofe  ways  of  fin  that  they  were  ad¬ 
dicted  unto.  Their  fear  does  direCl  them  unto  this  way 
as  the  fafeft.  If  they  knew  a  better  way  they  would 
not  violently  putfue  this,  for  there  is  that  principle  in 
every  man  by  nature  that  carries  him  out  neceifarily 
to  feek  his  own  happinefs.  Fear  and  dread  of  hell 
make  them  do  what  they  do  in  Religion.  Job  41.  25. 
By  reafon  of  breakings  they  purify  themfehes . 

(2.)  THEE  are  ajraid  to  fee  the  plague  of  their  own 
arts.  Experience  witnefles  to  this,  that  they  dare 
pfMd  themfelves  to  be  fuch  as  they  are  :  many  a 
Ware  not  yield  himfelf  to  be  unfound  in  Religi- 
t&ft,  to  M  unconverted  >  they  compafs  tea  and  land  to 
:  flrengthen  their  falfe  hopes  :  and  many  a  man  that 
mows  he  is  unconverted,  and  ha$  lomeconvidipn  that 

te  muft  fee  the  badnefs  of  his  he  art  before  he  be  con- 

verted. 
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verted,  and  accordingly  prays  for  it,  that  God  would 
open  his  eyes  and  diicover  it  to  him,  yet  all  the  while 
he  is  fecretly  nourilhing  an  apprehenlion  that  his  heart 
is  better  than  it  is.  He  hopes  he  hates  fin,  that  he 
defires  holinefs,  that  he  is  fincerely  labouring  after  the 
work  of  humiliation,  and  he  dreads  the  fight  of  his 
own  hearty  is  very  loth  to  yield  it  to  be  fo  bad  as  it  is. 
And  when  God  forces  the  conviftion  on  him,  it  is  a 
terror  unto  him,  he  is  like  a  man  that  defires  that  a 
limb  of  his  body  Ihould  be  cut  off  for  the  prefervati- 
On  of  his  life,  yet  when  it  comes  to  be  done,  it  is  a 
terror  to  him  :  fo  a  natural  man  does  not  fee  the  pi  ague 
of  his  own  heart,  nor  will  he  ever  fee  it  till  it  be  forced 
upon  him. 

.  Fourthly .  Let  us  confider  what  confidence  fuch  men 
may  attain  unto •  And  it  is  plain  from  the  Scripture 
that  fuch  may  be  very  confident  of  their  good  efiate ,  and 
future  falvation  ;  they  may  be  ftrongly  poffelled  with 
it,  that  they  fhall  be  faved.  Tho5  many  that  are  feek- 
ing  life  by  their  own  righteoufnefs  live  in  difmal  per¬ 
plexity,  and  through  fear  of  death  are  fubjed:  to  bon¬ 
dage  ;  and  others  live  an  unquiet  life  between  hope 
and  fear,  according  as  the  frames  of  their  hearts  are ; 
yet  there  be  thole  that  do  attain  a  very  ftrong  confi¬ 
dence.  Prov.  30.  12.  F’herc  are  a  generation  that  are 
pure  in  their  own  eye$y  yet  are  not  cleanfed.from  their 
filthinefs .  Joh.  9.  40.  Are  we  blind  alfo  ?  A  felt 
righteous  man  may  be  more  confident  than  many  Saints. 
And  this  confidence  does  arife  partly  from  a  conceit 
of  the  worthinefs  of  their  carriages ;  they  think  that 
their  carriages  do  make  up  the  breach  between  God 
and  them :  and  partly  from  Jigns,  which  are  of  two 
forts,  '  < 

(1.)  FALSE  Jigns.  Many  times  men  make  rules 
to  judge  of  themfelves  by,  which  are  fallacious  and 
deceitful ;  Men  make  a  judgment  of  themfelves  by  a  . 
falfe  ftandard:  they  take  fuch  to  be  figns  of  falvation 
as  may  be  found  in  many  a  man  that  perifhes  ;  either 
from  their  own  fancy,  or  from  the  apprehenfions  of 
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fome  other  men,  or  from  miftakingfome  other  pieces 
of  Scripture :  Men  look  upon  that  to  be  a  fign,  which 
does  not  diftinguifh  an  heir  of  glory  from  a  child  of 
wrath.  It  may  be  of  great  advantage  for  Minifters  to 
lay  down  fometimes  probable  figns,  but  men  mud: 
have  a  care  that  they  don’t  draw  conclufions  from 
thence.  When  men  try  themfelves  by  falfe  figns  they 
take  a  ready  courfe  to  deceive  themfelves.  Thus  men 
do  when  they  conclude  from  hence,  that  they  pray 
confiantly  in  ferret,  they  dont  know  that  they  allow 
themfelves  in  any  known  fin ,  they  ajfociate  with  the 
people  of  God ,  they  are  liberal  to  the  poor ,  they  are  ac¬ 
counted  of  by  the  godly  Sffc.that  they  are  in  a  good  eflate* 
*nd  ftall  be  faved. 

( z.)  "TRUE  figns  tnij> 'applied.  Thus  many  times  men 
miftake  in  judging  of  themfelves,  tho’  the  rule  they 
go  by  is  good,  yet  falfely  apply  it  to  themfelves,  they 
take  that  which  they  find  in  themfelves  to  be  ano¬ 
ther  thing  than  it  is-  The  rule  is  good,  but  the  qua¬ 
lification  is  not  found  in  them.  That  rule  which  does 
indeed  condemn  them,  they  do  juflifie  themfelves  by  : 
fo  they  juftifie  themfelves  by  thofe  figns  of  trial,  of 
love  to  the  brethren,  hatred  of  fin,  believing  inChrift, 
concluding  upon  fome  miftakes  that  it  is  fo  with 
them. 

Fifthly.  Let  us  confider  how  fuch  felf -righteous 
men  do  hide  it  from  themfelves  that  they  trufi  in  their 
mvn  righteoufnefs.  For  the  Scripture  does  fo  plainly 
witnefs  againft  juftification  by  works,  that  if  they  faw 
that  they  trufted  in  their  own  works,  that  alone  were 
enough  to  dafh  all  their  comfort ;  fo  that  there  is  a  ne- 
ceffity  in  places  of  Golpel-light,  that  fuch  men  do 
add  this  cfelufion  to  the  other,  to  perfwade  themfelves 
that  they  do  not  make  their  own  righteoufnefs  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  their  confidence.  Hence  felf-rlghteous  men 
pleafe  themfelves  that  they  believe  in  Chrift  :  they 
trull  in  their  own  righteoufnefs,and  yet  fancy  that  they 
trufi:  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift*  And  this  they 
do  by  fuch  pretences  as  thefe4 
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1.  They  pretend  that  they  don’t  truft  in  their  own 
righteoufnefs,  becaufe  they  are  convinced,  that  their  own 
rigbteoufnefs  cannot  favc  them.  They  are  fatisfied  that 
their  own  works  cannot  juftifie  them  before  God: 
they  think  the  opinion  of  the  Tapifts  is  fottifh  and  ir¬ 
rational,  they  are  fettled  in  that  Bodfcrine,  that  works 
cannot  juftifie  them ;  but  this  may  be  where  men's 
confidence  is  in  their  own  works.  There  are  none 
among  us  that  do  think  that  works  can  fave  .them,  yet 
there  be  multitudes  that  do  put  their  truft  in  their  own 
right^oufnefs.  The  reafon  of  this  is,becaufe  men  feek 
falvation  by  mixing  the  covenant  of  works  and  grace 
together.  They  reckon  that  works  alone  cannot  fave 
them,  yet  they  reckon  that  they  will  contribute  much 
to  their  falvation :  they  think  that  works  are  not  fuffi- 
cient  of  themfelves  for  their  falvation,  but  yet  they 
think  they  have  a  great  ftroak  in  their  juftification. 
They  think  their  works  do  gain  God  to  be  willing  to 
fave  them,  and  that  there  is  fomewhat  of  merit  in  them, 
yet  they  judge  they  will  not  do  alone ,  without  grace 
and  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  Rom.  9.  32-  They 
fought  it  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  Law. 

2.  They  pretend  that  they  do  not  truft  in  their  own 
works,  for  tho?  they  do  take  encouragement  from  them 
yet  it  is  only  as  they  are  figns  of  a  good  efiate,  not  as  the 
foundation  of  their  Faith .  They  fay  that  Minifters  do 
commoaly  give  men  figns  from  their  works  and  qua¬ 
lifications  to  try  their  good  eftate,  and  fo  does  the 
Word  of  God,  and  we  find  that  holy  men  in  Scripture 
have  laid  great  weight  upon  them,  and  they  are  not 
to  be  blamed  for  that ;  that  is  not  a  felf-righteous  fpirit. 
But  many  men  that  make  this  pretence,  do  make  them 
the  foundation  of  their  Faiths  for  they  take  their  firft 
encouragement  from  hence  to  come  to  Chrift;  and 
dare  not  come  when  they  can  fee  nothing  in  them- 
ielves  to  encourage  them. 

m  3*  They  pretend  that  they  are  not  feeking  falvati¬ 
on  by  their  own  righteoufnefs  but  they  are  only  la¬ 
bouring  after  a  work  of  Humiliation ,  to  prepare  them 
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for  (Ufarijl*  They  havp  all  along  been  inftrudted  that 
£here  can  be  no  true  Faith  without  a  foregoing  work 
C>f  Humiliation ;  and  therefore  they  only  wait  for  that 
^voilz  in  order  to  their  coming  to  Chrift:  but  men  do 
greatjy  deceive  themfelves  in  this  thing.  A  natural 
inarj  m^y  have  a  work  of  Humiliation,  but  a  natural 
jnan  cannot  heartily  feek  after  it ;  for  every  unhum- 
cled  finner  is  driving  againft  the  work  of  Humilia¬ 
tion,  They  are  oppofing  of  it,  either  by  endeavours 
to  let  up  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own ;  feeking  in 
that  way  to  efcape  condemnation,  inftead  of  yielding 
$°  God  they  are  flying  to  their  llrong  holds,  fhelter- 
4ng  themfelves  in  their  prayers,  reformations,  defires, 
oj  elfe  by  wrangling,  as  a  perfon  purfued  runs 
away  ’till  overtaken,  and  then  he  fights ,  fo  the  finner 
wh0n  he  fees  that  he  can’t  fave  himfelfj  is  contending 
With  God,obje<5?:ing  again#  divine  proceedings,  thinks 
that  God’s  dealings  are  very  hardmeafure-  Rom .  9. 19. 
In  both  thefe  methods  they  oppofe  the  work  of  Humi¬ 
liation  :  and  when  a  finner  thinks  that  he  is  feeking 
after  the  wprk  of  Humiliation,  he  is  oppofing  it.  He 
is  indeed  ilriying  again!?:  the  work  of  Humiliation, 
whep  he  is  feeking  of  it,  as  much  as  when  he  is  feek¬ 
ing  to  ftrengthen  and  increafe  his  defires  &  affeHions : 
for  indeed  he  is  makipg  a  righteoufnefs  of  Humiliation s 
lie  labours  after  it,  that  that  may  commend  him  to 
Gpd?  He  thinks  that  wopld  ingratiate  him  withGod, 
o  1  .oks  at  Humiliation  as  an  eminent  piece  of  righ- 
|epufnefs  ;  43  a  caille  that  would  fhelter  him  from  the 
wrath  of  God  :  He  looks  uponHumiliation  as  a  choice 
V;.  fpirit :  he  looks  on  it  as  a  great  attainment  So 

'  that  tho/e  that  flay  away  fromChrift  under  pretence  that 
$hey  $r£  not  {iumbled,&are  waiting  for  a  work  ofHumi- 
liation,are  feeding  falvatiop  by  their  own  righteoufnefs . 

Sixthly.  Let  us  confider  the  vanity  of  men’s  trujling 
in  their  own  righteoufnefs.  Men  do  pleafe  themfelves 
With  an  idle  dream,  when  they  put  their  confidence* 
in  their  own  righteoufnefs'  All  that  they  gain  by  it 
is  to  go  the  more  pleafantly  to  hell.  Men’s  pwp  righ- 
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ieoufnefs  is  but  a  fandy  foundation  to  build  upon-  The 
loom  of  fuch  men  pall  be  cutoff,  and  their  trufl  prove 
a  /pider’s  web.  It  is  a  needlefs  thing  for  men  to  truft 
in  their  own  righteoufnefs,  there  is  foundation  enough 
for  faith  without  that.  There  is  no  need  of  our  own 
righteoufnefs  to  draw  the  heart  of  God  to  us  :  the  love 
of  God  is  free  and  independent ;  there  is  no  need  of 
our  own  righteoufnefs  to  fatisty  the  Law  for  us,  Jeitis 
Chrift  has  done  that  fully  ;  there  needs  no  addition  of 
our  own  to  perfedt  his  work,  and  it  i$^  a  vain  thing 
for  men  to  truft  in  their  own  righteoufnefs  :  they  ido¬ 
lize  it  and  give  an  honour  that  does  not  belong  unto 
it.  Yea  fuch  perfons  do  caft  great  reflexions  upon 
Chrift,  as  if  he  laid  down  his  life  to  no  purpofe,  they 
caft  difparagement  upon  God,  they  defcife  the  love  of 
God  in  fending  Jefus  Chrift,  caft  reflexion  on  him,  as 
if  he  might  have  fpared  that  coft ;  they  do  what  in  them 
lies  to  make  the  death  of  Chrift  in  vain-  Yea  it  is  a 
dangerous  thing  ;  men  think  it  is  a  great  venture,to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift :  but  it  is  a  del- 
perate  venture,  for  men  to  depend  upon  their  own 
righteoufnefs*  Such  whofe  eyes  God  has  opened, 
would  not  for  a  thoufand  worlds  venture  their  fouls 
upon  that  foundation.  There  is  not  only  hazard  oi 
mifcarrying,  but  certain  ruine  in  that  way.  The  ex¬ 
pectations  of  fuch  men  will  end  in  miferable  difap- 
pointment.  Though  ‘Paul  had  done  as  much  for  God 
as  any  man  alive,  yet  he  durft  not  entertain  fuch  a 
thought  of  appearing  before  God  in  his  own  righte¬ 
oufnefs.  Phil.  3.  9.  ‘I* hat  I  may  be  found  in  him  not 
having  mine  own  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  the  Law, 
He  that  trufts*  in  his  own  righteoufnefs,  takes  as  cer - 
tain  a  courfe  to  ruine  his  own  foul,  as  he  that  lives  in 
ways  of  unrighteoufnefs.  This  appears, 

1.  God  has  made  nopromife  to  you  in  this  way. 
There  are  promifes  made  to  them  that  truft  in  the 
Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  but  there" is  not  a  fy liable  that 
way  to  thofe  that  truft  in  their  own  rightecuineis.  It 
|s  a  prefumptuous  thing  for  anv  man  to  promife  himielf 
^  r  falvation5 


* v  . 
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falvation,  in  fuch  a  way  wherein  God  does  not  pro* 
mife  it  to  him.  God  indeed  in  the  Covenant  of  works 
does  promife  life  upon  the  account  of  perfect  obedi¬ 
ence  ;  but  what  is  that  unto  you,  who  are  deftitute  of 
that  obedience?  who  neither  have  nor  ever  can  fulfil  the 
condition  of  that  Covenant  ?  God  alfo  promifes  fal- 
vation  in  the  Gofpel  to  thofe  that  are  Jincerely  godly 
and  righteous ,  but  where  does  he  fpeak  one  word  of 
laving  them  upon  the  account  of  their  own  righte¬ 
oufnefs,  or  to  fave  thofe  that  confide  in  their  own 
righteoufnefs  ?  God  is  wholly  filent  as  to  any  fuch 

Eromife.  If  there  were  fuch  a  promife,  there  would 
e  a  foundation  for  faith.  But  God  gives  no  encou¬ 
ragement  unto  men  to  depend  upon  their  own  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  which  He  would  certainly  do  if  that  were 
a  way  of  fafety  ;  for  God  undertakes  in  his  word  to  di¬ 
re#  men  the  right  way  to  heaven ;  if  this  way  had  been 
right,  God  would  not  have  neglected  to  have  promi¬ 
sed  falvation  to  them  in  this  v/ay  ;  befides  it  has  been 
God's  manner  all  along  to  deal  with  man  in  the  way 
of  a  Covenant ,  to  that  end  that  men  may  be  encourag¬ 
ed  to  walk  in  the  right  way  to  the  obtaining  of  good ; 
and  honour  him  by  exerciling  faith  in  his  word-  God's 
manner  is  to  propofe  conditions  to  men,and  give  them 
affurance  of  the  benefit  in  that  way.  He  never  left 
mankind  to  guefs  at  the  way  of  falvation,  and  to  con¬ 
trive  by  their  own  wifdom  a  fuitable  way  to  bring  them 
to  heaven,  the  yvifdom  of  man  is  utterly  inefficient 
to  any  fuch  work.  God  knew  his  own  mind,  what 
way  pleafed  him,  and  has  bound  himfelf  unto  man  in 
that  way.  When  he  firft  made  man,  he  entred  into  % 
covenant  with  him,  and  when  that  covenant  was  broke, 
ke  presently  propofed  a  new  covenant  to  him.  It  is 
no  part  of  the  w  ork  of  man  to  devife  a  way  of  his  own 
head  to  lead  to  heaven,  but  to  walk  in  that  way  that 
God  has  preferibed  unto  him  :  but  when  men 
truft  in  their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  go  without  book, 
they  have  no  word  from  God  to  warrant  their  way, 
they  lean  unto  an  invention  of  their  own.  This  is 
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like  the  pra&ice  of  Jerebom,  that  kept  a  faji  ta  the 
month  that  he  had  devifed  in  his  own  heart ,  c  Kin.  ix. 

Men  in  this  way  do  venture  their  fouls  upon 
a  fancy  of  their  own.  God  gives  them  no  afiurance 
that  he  will  accept  them  in  that  way.  Men  have  only 
their  own  judgments  for  it,  that  this  is  a  way  of  ialva- 
tion  •  God  has  not  told  them  that  this  way  fatisfies 
him,  and  anfwers  his  expectations,  but  men  gueis 
that  this  way  will  do ;  men  venture  it,  as  if  they  were 
able  by  their  own  underftandings  to  determine  what 
way  would  pleafe  God  ;  and  needed  not  any  reve  a- 
tion  in  the  Word.  They  ftay  not  for  a  promife,  but 
boldly  venture  upon  God  without  one-  What  mari¬ 
ne  fs  is  it  to  cfefert  the  way  that  God  dire£ts  to,  and 
take  a  way  of your  own  ?  as  if  you  had  found  out  z 
better  way  to  heaven  than  God  tells  you  of.  You  have 
an  imagination  that  this  way  will  do  ;  bht  is  it  not  a 
daring  thing  for  men  to  venture  the  eternal  Irate  of 
their  Souls  upon  an  imagination  of  their  own .  It  ts 

.  great  folly  for  men  to  neglecft  the  way  wherein  they  . 
have  a  promt Te,  and  truft  in  one  wherein  they  have 
fwne.  You  acft  in  this  as  if  you  did  not  matter,  though 
you  fnould  perifh.  ’Tis  ftrange  that  men  lhould  in  a 
matter  of  fuch  importance, go  upon  fuch  {lender  ground* 
If  you  fltould  be  miftaken  in  your  judgment,  what 
way  pleafes  God,  your  Souls  are  loft ;  and  if  you 
ftould  mifcarry  in  this  way,  it  would  not  be  ftrange, 
for  you  had  no  warrant  from  God  for  it-  You  may 
mifcarry,  and  God  be  faithful,  God  is  under  no  cove¬ 
nant  engagements  unto  you  in  this  way.  Is  it  not 
ftrange  that  men  fhould  be  ftiy  and  fcrnpulous  and  a- 
fr aid  to  truft  God  in  fuch  a  way  wherein  they  have  his 
fblemn  promife  >  and  yet  bold  and  daring  to  rely  on  him 
in  fuch  a  way  wherein  he  has  given  them  no  encou¬ 
ragement}  herein  preferring  their  own  judgment,  be¬ 
fore  the  covenant  of  God.  \; 

2.  GOD  has  declared  againft  that  way* .  It  isapre- 

fumptuous  thing  to  truft  in  God  vYithout 

more  prefumptuous  to  truft  inGod  dgainji  hisWord ;  and 

thus  thefe  men  do,  l  or  God  in  feis  W ord  has  abun¬ 
dantly 
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dantly  witnefled  againft  this  way.  God  fends  men 
word  from  heaven,  that  this  way  by  men’s  own  righ- 
teoufnefs  is  inefficient  for  falvation :  He  tells  us,  that 
that  was  the  reafon  of  the  mifcarrying  of  the  Jews,fo- 
caufe  they  fought ,  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law , 
Rom.  9.3  He  reproves  men  for  conceitednefs  of 
their  own  righteoufncfs.  Rev.  31  <51  He  tells  them 
that  if  they  feek  j  unification  by  the  law ,  they  are  fallen 
from  the  Covenant  of  Grace,  Gal.  5.  4,  He  tells  them 
that  no  man  living  can  be  juJUfied  by  the  works  cf  the 
lawy  Gal.  2. 16.  Rom.  3*20.  He  tells  them  they  will 
be  ruined  in  this  way :  Behold  all  ye  that  handle  a  fire , 
and  CQmpafs  your  fives  about  with  j parks ,  walk  in  the 
light  of  your  fire ,  and  in  the  fparks  that  ye  have  kindled, 
this  fall  ye  have  of  my  hand ,  ye  fall  he  down  in  for* 
rmVy  IfaL  50. 11,  He  declares  that  they  are  curfed  that 
do  fo,  GaL  3, no.  As  many  as  are  cf  the  works  of  the 
law  are  under  the  curfe.  How  dare  any  man  then 
thruft  himfeif  upon  God  in  this  way  ?  Is  God  won’t 
to  difcourage  men  from  their  duty,  and  thi  eaten  them 
in  way  cf  fafetyr  Will  men  believe  the  vain  imagina¬ 
tions  of  their  own  hearts,  before  the  pofitive  declara¬ 
tions  of  Godh  Word  ?  Do  men  think  that  God  re¬ 
proves  them  when  he  is  not  angry,  and  threatens  them 
m  jeft  ?  Does  God  {peak  one  thing  now,  and  will 
he  fpeak  another  at  tne  day  of  judgment  ?  Is  there 
one  rule  given  for  conlcience  to  judge  by  here,  and 
anothe?  for  God  to  judge  by  hereafter  ?  Will  God 
curfe  thofe  at  the  day  of  Judgment,  that  he  bleffes 
now,  and  blefs  thofe  that  hecurfes  now?  Will  he  not 
judge  the  fecrets  of  men  according  to  the  Gofpel  ?  Rom. 
2.  6.  Men  are  too  timorous  when  they  dare  not  trull 
in  God  in  that  way  that  he  has  propofed  and  commend¬ 
ed  unto  them,  and  men  are  too  bold  when  they  trull 
in  God  in  that  way  that  he  condemns.  What  alTu- 
rance  can  they  have  of  acceptance,  where  the  Word 
of  God  gives  them  aflfurance  of  the  contrary  ?  It  is 
madnefs  to  challenge  life  in  fuch  a  way  as  God  has 
witneffed  againft.  What  reafon  can  men  give  of  fuch 

declarations 
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declarations,  if  there  were  any  bottom  for  Faith  in 
their  own  righteoufnefs  ?  You  have  a  Arrange  kind  ot 
Faith  that  will  venture  upon  God,  though  he  witneliss 
againft  you.  What  comfort  can  men  take  in  fuch  a  way  ? 
Men  had  need  of  Arrong  arguments  to  fatisfie  themlelves 
that  that  is  a  way  of falvation ,  that  God  calls  a  way  of 
damnation.  Would  God  difcourage  them  from  it,  if  it 
were  indeed  a  way  of  falvation?  Can  men  expert  that 
God  will  deny  his  Word  in  the  Day  of  Judgment  to 

fave  them?  .  „  „  .  ,  r 

3.  It  is  againf  the  Yule  of  Jufice  for  men  to  be  la¬ 
ved  in  that  way.  It  is  againft  the  juftice  of  the  haw- 
The  Law  puts  in  an  unanfwerable  objection  againit 
the  falvation  of  fuch  men ;  the  law  allows  the  falvati¬ 
on  of  thole  that  believe  on  Chrifi.  Rom.  3*  *  It 

has  not  a  word  to  gainfay ;  but  it  Hands  as  a  naming 
fword  to  keep  other  men  out  of  paradife.  In  a  way 
of  confidence  in  man’s  own  righteoufnefs,  there  is  np 
way  to  reconcile  the  jultice  of  God  and  men  s  falvati¬ 
on  :  if  men  be  faved  in  fuch  a  way,  what  will  become 
of  the  Law,  and  what  will  become  of  the  jufiice  of 
God  that  Hands  engaged  to  fulfil  the  Law r  ?  What 
Warrant  have  men  to  expert  falvation  in  fuch  a  way, 
wherein  God  muft  part  with  his  own  glory,  before  he 
can  beflow  glory  upon  them?  wherein  he  mufi  deny 
his  nature,  before  he  can  fatisfie  their  expe&ation? 
How  can  men  think, that  God  is  fo  in  love  with  their 
performances,  as  to  pervert  judgment  for  their  fakes, 
and  pull  them  into  heaven  by  force,  though  the  Law 
does  pofitively  declare  againfi  fuch  proceedings  ?  God 
would  not  fave  bel  ’evers  but  with  the  leave  of  the 
Law,  ’till  care  was  taken  that  that  might  be  fatisfied, 
and  will  he  fave  thele  men  to  the  overthrow  of  his 
Law, and  everlafiing  reproach  of  his  jufiice  ?  The  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  of  the  Law  does  not  admit  of  their  favati- 
°n.  For, 

( i.)  The  Law  requires  that  the  curfe  be  executed  jof 
fin.  The  Law  pronounceth  the  linnets  accuded*  GaL 
3*  ao.  Cur  fed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  tn  all 
•  things 


— 
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things ,  that  are  •written  in  the  book  of  the  Law  to  do 
them:  the  Law  pronounceth  the  finner  an  heir  of  death, 
Rom .  6. 23.  And  it  is  a  moll  vain  imagination,  for  man 
to  think  the  Law  will  take  up  with  obedience  inftead 
of  the  fuffe  rings  of  death.  LJifobedience  brings  the 
curje, but  obedience  cannot  remove  it.  Obedience  would 
have  prevented  the  curfe,  but  obedience  cannot  re¬ 
move  it.  The  Law  makes  no  mention  of  obedience 
for  fatisfa&ion  ;  obedience  is  a  thing  of  another  kind 
than  the  fatisfaftion  which  the  Law  demands.  The  C 
f  aftive  obedience  of  Chrift  could  not  fatisfy  for  our  fins; 
and  how  can  men  think  that  that  obedience  which  was 
due  to  the  Law7,  if  we  had  never  finned,  can  fatisfy  for 
our  fins  ?  that  the  paying  of  that  natural  debt  which 
we  were  born  under,  will  alfo  fatisfie  this  new  debt 
which  we  have  contra&ed  bv  fin  ?  efpecially  when 
our  obedience  is  fo  defective  that  in  that  we  are  again 
deferving  damnation. 

(2.)  The  Law  requires  perfeff  obedience  in  order  un¬ 
to  life.  Gal.  3.  12.  The  man  that  doth  thefe  things 
Jhall  live  in  them .  It  is  perfect  obedience,  for  it  is 
fuch  obedience  as  is  not  mingled  with  fin.  If  there 
foe  any  mixtnre  of  fin,  then  the  perfen  is  expofed  to 
the  curfe  ,*  but  it  is  impoflible  that  a  perfon  mould  at 
the  fame  time  be  an  heir  of  the  curfe  and  the  blelfing ; 
of  hell  and  heaven  ;  but  there  is  no  man  in  this  life 
does  attain  unto  perfect  obedience.  Thofe  that  put 
their  trull  in  their  own  righteoufnefs  do  not  perform 
right  obedience,  their  obedience  is  only  the  Ihelland 
carcafe  of  obedience;  their  bell  works  are  not  only 
finful,  but  properly  fins ,  for  they  are  a<fted  by  a  fpirit 
of  lull  in  all  that  they  do.  *  Self  love  rules  every  unre¬ 
generate  man.  Rom.  8.  8.  L hey  that  are  in  the  flefo 
iCannot  jpleafe  God.  And  the  obedience  of  the  people 
of  God  is  greatly  tainted  with  fin.  The  Saints  do 
tnanv  thines  that  are  fins,  and  their  bell  duties  alfo 
are  finfully defedive  ;  fin  cleaves  to  them.  Befides  the 
pofitive  workings  of  fin, they  cannot  perform  any  inward 
of  grace  with  their  whole  foul ,  as  long  as  the  foul 
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is  imperfectly  fandtified,  1  Kin.8.  46.  'There  is  no  man 
that  finneth  not.  . 

Quell.  SUL' is  not  God  above  the  Law,  may  not  he 
difpenfe  with  hit  own  Law,  and  fave  Sinners  notwith¬ 
standing  ?  # 

Anf.  The  Law  does  derive  all  its  authority  from 
God  ;  but  he  is  not  fo  above  the  Law  as  to  difanul  it, 
and  aff  contrary,  to  %t .  God  may  not  contradid  the 
Law.  To  fay  that  God  is  above  the  Law,  fo  as  to  difi 
penfe  with  it,  is  to  fay  that  God  is  above  himfelf. 
The  Law  is  God’s  Law,  and  he  will  own  it.  Tq  fet 
God  againft  the  Law,  is  to  fet  God  againft  himfelf. 
The  Law  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  everlalting  ruLe  of 
Juftice,  that  God  has  made  between  himfelf  and  man ; 
and  the  Lord  will  never  fuffer  any  violence  to  be  done 
to  his  L$w  :  every  jot  and  tittle  of  the  Law  muft  be 
fulfilled.  Mat .  5.  18.  There  is  no  fuch  Gofpel  as  over¬ 
throws  the  Law.  Rom-  3.  31.  Do  we  make  void  the 
law  by  faith ,  God  forbid,  yea  we  ejlablijb  the  law.  If 
the  Law  might  have  been  difpenfed  withal,  there  had! 
been  no  neceffity  of  Chrift’s  death.  It  was  upon  that 
account  that  Chrift  died  to  anfwer  the  demands  of  the 
Law  j  and  why  fhould  God  be  prodigal  of  the  blood 
of  his  Son  ?  If  man  might  have  been  faved  by  God’s 
fovereign  dilpenfing  with  the  Law,  would  God  have 
put  Chrift  to  fuch  lufferings  ?  Chrift  muft  fuffer  that 
o  the  Law  may  be  fatisfied ;  and  indeed  the  confiden¬ 
ces  of  men  will  never  have  peace  till  they  fee  theLaw 
anfwered.  Cohfcience  eccho’s  to  the  Law,  and  if  en¬ 
lightened  will  condemn  where  the  Law  condemns. 
As  long  as  the  Law  curfes,  Confcience  will  curfe  too  ; 
there  is  no  quieting  of  confcience  as  long  as  he  fees 
the  Law  againft  him.  The  reafonis,  becaufe  the  Law 
is  the  voice  of  God.  1  Cor.  15.  5  6 .  L'he  fling  of  death 
is  fin,  and  the  firength  of  fin  is  the  law.  The  Law 
makes  fin  to  have  fuch  power  to  fting  and  torment 
the  Confcience. 

4.  Tms  way  of  Salvation  by  men’s  own  righteouf- 
gels  is  contrary  to  GoA?s  F&qvx£ence  in  providing  a 

perfect 
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perfeEl  right eoufnefs  for  us  in  Jefus  Chrifi.  God  has 

E repared  a  Righteoufnefs  to  our  hand  by  Chrifb  Jefus, 
>an.  9.  24.  He  brings  in  everlaJUng  righteoufnefs -  This 
Righteoufnefs  is  altogether  compleat,  and  there  is  no 
defeat  either  in  the  doing  or  fufferings  of  Chrifi: ;  and 
it  was  for  us>  Heb,  iq.  14.  Sy  one  offering  he  hdtb  per¬ 
fected  for  ever  them  that  are  fanClified.  And  it  was  bv 
WonderfulProvidences  this  Righteoufnefs  was  provided 
for  us.  This  is  the  moil  obfervable  and  glorious  work 
that  ever  God  did  in  the  World;  This  lay  much  up¬ 
on  the  heart  of  God  from  everlafting.  1  Pet.  1. 20.  He 
was  foreordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  ivo>  Id* 
And  is  the  molt  remarkable  among  ail  the  births  of 
time.  Befides  other  Providences  for  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  this,  there  were  thofe/a-o  exceeding  eminent, 
fc.  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  whereby  God 
became  man,  a  myRerious  work,  and  of  infinite  con- 
defcention  ;  wherein  the  greateft  glory  is  bellowed 
upon  the  humane  nature  of  Chriii,  that  any  creature  is 
capable  of.  The  other  is,  God's  inflicting  hts  nxrratb 
m  Chrifi  Jefus,  and  executing  the  curfc  of  the  Law 
upon  his  dearefl  Son.  A  thing  that  would  never  have 
entred  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  of,  haa  it 
tiot  been  revealed  unto  us;  and  when  we  iee  God 
makins  fuch  preparation  for  the  falvation  of  iinners, 
and  in  fo  coftly  a  way  providing  a  Righteoufnefs  for 
them;  may  we  not  conclude  that  they  Rood  in  ne- 
raflitV  of  this  Righteoufnefs,  that  they  were  uncapable 
of  providing  one  for  themfelves  ?  Surely  we  had 
Ground  to  conclude  that  they  were  in  a  penlhing 
condition,  and  would  be  loR  for  ever,  if  God  did  not 
rake  care  for  them.  Who  would  imagine  that  there 
finners  could  provide  a  righteoufnefs  for  themfelves, 
4  earn  their  own  falvation  ?  But  thefe  are  the 
workings  of  the  hearts  of  ielf-righteous  men.  And 
herein  you  cafl  an  ill  imputation  upon  the  * afdotn  of 
troubling  himfeff  to  provide  a  Righteoufnefs 
when  with  fome  affiflance  and  ftrengthmng 
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Men  herein  are  reproaching  of  God,  as  if  he  had  put 
himfelf  to  needlels  expence,  they  are  blemilhing  this 
great  work  of  God,as  if  it  were  in  vain.  God  has  fet 
open  a  fountain  to  wajh  in  for  jin  and  for  uncleannefs , 
but  they  hope  to  wafh  themfelves  clean  enough  by 
thp ir  own  tears .  God  has  fet  up  a  Ladder  whole  foot 
flands  upon  the  Earth,  and  whofe  top  reacheth  unto 
Heaven  ,*  but  they  hope  to  build  a  Lower,  whofe  top 
ffiall  reach  to  Heaven,  and  climb  up  that  way.  God 
has  provided  himfelf  a  Sacrifice ;  but  thefe  think  they 
can  make  atonement  themfelves.  What  do  you,  but 
afperfe  and  blemifi  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  ?  as  if  he 
took  a  great  deal  of  care,  and  were  at  a  great  deal  of 
Coll  about  that  that  fignified  nothing,  and- troubled 
himfelf  with  vail  expence  to  make  a  way  to  Heaven, 
when  there  was  a  better  path  before.  Sure  God  who 

infinite  in  wifdom  would  not  have  provided  a  righ- 
tCoufnefs  for  hnners  in  Chrill,  if  they  could  provide 
Gne  for  themfelves.  This  providence  of  God  does 
fpeak  you  to  be  under  a  dreadful  millake.  Gal.  3.21. 
If  there  had  been  a  Law  given  that  could  have  given 
life ,  verily  righteoufnefs  Jhould  have  been  by  the  Law, 
Rom.  8.  3,  4.  What  the  Law  could  not  do  in  that  it 
was  weak  through  the  flejh ,  God  fending  his  own  Son  in 
the  likenefs  of  fitful  flefij,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the 
flejh,  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Law  might  be  fulfilled 
in  us.  Gal.  2.  16. 

5.  This  way  of  falvatioy  by  men’s  own  righteout 
nefs  is  crofs  to  God's  defign.  The  great  defign  of  God 
in  pardoning  and  faving  of  finners  is  to  glorifie  the 
riches  of  his  grace ;  to  let  the  world  understand  what 
z  gracious  God  he  is*  God  has  other  methods  to  glo¬ 
rifie  his  other  attributes,*  by  the  creation  of  the  world, 
by  his  giving  of  the  Law,  by  eternal  punifhmentS  up- 
on  wicked  men  and  angels,  he  glorifies  his  power , 
wifdom,  holinefs  and  jujlice ;  but  notwithllanding  thefe 
works  of  God,  the  pardoning  grace  of  God  lay  hid» 
But  he  has  contrived  the  falvation  of  finful  man,  as  for 
the  further  manifellation  of  his  other  attributes,  fo  irt 
filial  to  make  kngwn  the  riches  pf  his  pardoning 
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and  faving  grace.  Eph-  i.  ?•  In  whom  we  have  re¬ 
demption  through  his  blood ,  the  forgtvenejs  oj  Jins ,  «c- 
cording  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.  Eph- a.  7.  ipeaicing 
of  the  benefits  we  have  by  Chrift,  he  gives  this  as  the 
reafon,  That  in  the  ages  to  come  he  might  pew  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  riches  of  his  grace  in  his  kindnefs  towards  s 
through  Chrifi  jefus.  And  this  way  oi  lalvation  y 
Chrift,  is  a  proper  means  for  the  furthering  of  this  end. 
Though  Chrift  has  purchafed  pardon  and  glory  lor 
ms,  that  does  not  hinder  the  mamfeftation  of  God  s 
grace ;  for  though  our  pardon  and  falvation,  be  a  due 
debt  in  refped  of  Chrift,  yet  it  is  a  free  gift  in  refpeft 
of  us.  Though  there  be  a  purchafe  yet  not  by  us, 
ibut  God  fent  his  Son  to  make  that  purchafe  for  us. 
Rom.  5.  a?.  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life 
Tefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  But  when  men  feek  lalvation 
by  their  own  righteoufnefs,  they  feek  it  in  a  way  - 
seftlv  repugnant  to  the  defign  of  God.  I  his  is  a 
way  to  exalt  themfelves,  and  to  rob  God  of  his  gloy. 
When  men  truft  in  themfelves  they  glory  m  the  - 
felves ;  they  boaft  in  their  own  excellency  and  not  in 
the  free  grace  of  God:  for  if  it  be  of  works  then  it  is 
m  more  grace,  Rom.  1  x.  6.  The  felf-righteous  man 
does  crofs  Gods  end ;  if  he  fliould  atr^n  -salvanon  in 
that  way,  God  would  mifs  his  am.  The  felf-righ 
ousman  takes  a  courfe  to  dalh  the  counfels  of  God 
to  pieces,  and  make  the  defign  that  was  upon  his  heart 
in  the  falvation  of  Sinners  *me  to  nothing.  He  feeks 
to  overthrow  this  glorious  contrivance  ofGod,  for  the 
advancement  of  the  glory  of  his  grace.  If  man  ftioul 
have  falvation  as  the  fruit  of  his  own  earnings,  and 
the  reward  of  his  own  delervings,  man  would  be  blel- 
fed  but  the  glory  of  grace  would  not  be  manifefted. 
God’s  defignSwould  fall  to  the  ground,  and  the  court- 
fel  of  his  heart  forever  mifearry :  but  the  c°ft’fej's  °f 
Cod  Hand  for  ever,  and  the  thoughts  oj  his  heart 

Can  i.  enter  into  the  heart  of  any 
man  to  conceive  that  God  will  not  be  true  to  his  ow  n 
defien  but  gratifie  the  humours  of  men,  by  faving 
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are  horribly  ftupid  to  expert  falvation  in  fuch  a  way 
as  will  not  Hand  with  Goa’s  delign-  Whatever  hopes 
of  this  kind  men  feed  themfelves  with,  they  will  end 
in  difappointment ;  if  fuch  men  be  not  dilappointed, 
God  mult  be  difappointed. 


CHAP.  IX. 


USE.  II.  Examination ;  Whether  men  do  believe  if) 
the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrijl  ? 

?9Q68QOSQg£,QQSQOQQQ3QQSQO^ 

USE,  put  y«u  upon  the  Ex  am  in  a- 

T  ^  TiON,  whether  you  do  put  your 
wW™  truft  in  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrijl  ? 

jf  fo,  then  you  are  in  a  fafe  con¬ 
dition,  and  may  Hand  before  God  another  day  with 
comfort.  In  the  great  day  of  the  Lord,  multitudes 
that  have  made  a  profellion  of  Religion  will  mifera- 
bly  fail  of  their  expectations ;  and  that  upon  this  ac¬ 
count,  that  they  want  the  Wedding  Garment :  but  al- 
though  you  have  many  failings,  yet  if  you  believe  in 
Chrilt,  you  pall  not  be  confounded,  iPet.  r.6-  All  your 
Religion  fignifies  nothing  as  to  your  falvation  if  you 
do  not  believe  in  Chrilt.  If  you  would  know  then 
what  you  are  like  to  meet  withal  at  the  day  of  judr- 
ment,  whether  you  ihall  find  acceptance  with  the  Lord, 
when  thoufands  Ihall  not,  try  your  felves  by  this, 
whither  you  do  believe  on  Jefus  Chrijl ?  There  befoine 
other  ways  of  tryal,  from  all  thofe  things  that  do  ac- 
company  falvation',  but  this  is  the  principal  way  to 
which  indeed  all  others  are  reduceable.  There  be 
other  properties  that  are  evidential  of  a  man’s  lafety  ; 
out  this  is  the  foundation  evidence,  as  that  which 
gives  him  his  right  and  title  to  falvation.  1  Joh.  5.13. 
/  Ouve  written  to  you  that  believe  on  the  Son  of  God3 
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that  you  may  know  that  you  have  eternal  life .  Examine 
therefore,  whether  you  do  indeed  believe  on  the  Soa 
of  God  ?  There  be  many  that  fay  they  have  Fait h$ 
Jam.  2.14.  There  be  many  pretenders  to  Faith;  there 
is  as  much  deceit  in  the  heart  about  Faith  as  about  a- 
ny  other  Grace;  there  are  imitations  and  refemblahces 
of  Faith:  fuch  as  the  Scripture  does  give  the  name  of 
Faith  unto,  Luk.  8.13.  which  for  a  while  believe.  All 
forts  of  men  that  make  profeffion  of  the  Do&rine  of 
falvation  by  Chrift  profefs  this.  Profane  men  profefs 
this,  and  felf-righteous  men  profefs  this.  Men  that 
•were  never  fenlible  that  God  was  indeed  angry  with 
them,  and  men  that  do  imagine  that  they,  have  paci¬ 
fied  him,  are  both  of  them  pretenders  to  Faith  in  Chrift. 
Men  that  do  indeed  truft  in  that,  that  they  never  did 
much  provoke  God,  and  men  that  truft  in  that  they 
have  pleafed  him  again,  do  both  make  profeifion  of 
their  Faith  in  Chrift.  Therefore  it  ftands  you  in  hand, 
flridly  to  examine,  whether  you  do  indeed  believe  in 

the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ? 

And  you  may  try  it  thefe  feveral  ways; 

1.  ST  the  foregoing  work  of  humiliation. 

2.  ST  the  manner  of  the  foul9  s  firfi  clofwgwith  Chrifi. 

3.  St  the  living  a  life  of  Faith  on  Chrifi  Jefus. 

4.  ST  that  holinefs  that  does  accompany  and  flow  from 

Faith  in  Jefus  Chrifi  .  . 

1.  Try  your  Faith  by  th q  foregoing  work  oj  Humi¬ 
liation.  There  is  a  preparatory  work  neceflary,  before 
afinners  doling  with  Chrift:  this  is  a  work  that  comes 
between  the  reft  of  the  foul  in  fin,  and  the  finneis 
accepting  of  Chrift.  Men  do  not  immediately  ftep  out 
of  a  condition  of  quietnefs  in  fin \  into  a  ftate  of  falva¬ 
tion.  A  tree  muft  firft  be  prepared  before  it  be  laid 
in  the  building:  the  bodies  at  the  redirection  muft 
be  prepared  before  life  be  put  into  them;  lo  the  heart 
of  a  firmer  muft  be  firft  prepared,  before  it  be  ur  -d 

hence  the  call  of  the  Gofpel  is  particularly  directed 
to  them  that  are  prepared:  To  fuch  as  ate  atbirfiylzi 
i„  to  fuch  as  are  weary  ^  heavy  laden.  Mat. 
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Not  but  that  it  is  other  men’s  duty  alfo  to  believe :  but 
becaufe  it  is  their  next  and  immediate  work  to  clofe 
with  Chrift;  whereas  it  is  other  men’s  next  work,  to 
come  off  from  the  World ,  and  out  of  themfelv.es  in  or* 
der  to  their  clofing  with  Chrift. 

There  are  two  degrees  of  this  preparation.  The 
firft  is  a  ivork  of  awakening, whereby  the  finner  is  con¬ 
vinced  of  a  prefent  neceflity  of  peace  and  reconciliation 
with  God ;  whereby  he  is  put  upon  a  diligent  ufe  of 
all  means  in  order  to  his  falvation.  The  other  is  Hu¬ 
miliation,  whereby  the  finner  is  brought  out  of  him- 
felf,  and  off  from  all  his  carnal  confidences,  to  yield 
himfelf  a  Prifoner  to  God.  Until  the  foul  be  thus 
humbled  he  is  not  capable  of  Faith  :  Men  will  not 
come  to  Chrift,  till  they  are  convinced  of  an  abfolute 
ncceffity  of  Chrift.  Men  will  never  take  falvation  as  a 
gift  of  free  grace,  until  they  are  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  free  grace  of  God.  I'hey  that  are  whole 
need  not  the  Phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick.  Mat.  ir. 
12.  And  they  that  conceit  themfelves  whole,  do  con¬ 
ceit  that  they  don’t  need  the  Phyfician.  Men  that 
do  not  come  off  from  all  their  own  confidences  will 
not  ptjt  their  confidence  in  Chrift ;  and  therefore  un¬ 
til  men  have  this  work  of  Humiliation,  God  does  not 
open  their  eyes  to  fee  the  offer  of  the  QofpeL  So 
that  whatfbever  Faith  men  have,  that  have  not  had  a 
work  of  Humiliation,  their  Faith  is  not  of  the  right 
kind  :  for  this  is  the  manner  of  God,  whenever  he 
has  fully  prepared  a  foul  for  Faith  by  a  work  of  Hu- 
miliation,then  to  infufe  Faith ;  and  many  times  he  does 
it  prefently.  When  he  has  by  the  wonderful  work 
of  his  Spirit  prepared  a  finner  for  Chrift,  he  does  be- 
ft ow  Chrift  upon  him.  Though  I  dare  not  fay  there 
is  any  direcft  promife  made  to  Humiliation,in  theScrip- 
ture,  A  man  is  not  an  heir  of  the  promifes  till  he 
does  believe  :  yet  univerfal  experience  does  confirm 
it.  It  feems  to  be  in  this  cafe  as  in  the  work  of  na¬ 
ture  ;  when  the  Child  in  the  womb  is  prepared  for 
a  foul,  <pod  does  always  infufe  a  foul  into  in,  though 
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there  be  no  fuch  promife  ;  fo  where  the  finner  is 
prepared  for  Faith,  God  does  infufe  that. 

In  order  to  your  making  ufe  of  this  Trial,  we  fhall 
confider  what  this  work  of  Humiliation  is,  and  the 
manner  how  it  is  wrought. 

Queft.  WHAT  is  the  work  of  Humiliation  ? 

Anf  i.  Negatively  in  two  particulars. 

i.  It  is  not  a  broken ,  bleeding  fpirit  for  Jin.  Many 
men  take  it  to  be  fo,  and  when  they  underftand  that 
they  muft  be  humbled  before  their  coming  to  Chrift, 
they  flrive  after  this  broken  frame  of  lpirit.  And 
when  they  find  but  little  of  it,  they  complain  they 
are  not  humbled  enough,  and  give  that  as  a  reafon 
why  they  do  not  come  to  Chrift.  But  what  finner s 
find  this  way,  is  more  like  humility  than  humiliation. 
Men  think  if  they  could  get  much  of  this  Spirit,  they 
fhould  be  prepared  for  Chrift  indeed.  But  this  is  quite 
another  thing  from  that  Humiliation  that  does  go  be¬ 
fore  Faith. 

Ar\ i.  This  appears, becaufe  an  unregenerate  man 
rant  truly  mourn  jor  fin.  From  what  principle  fhould 
he  do  it  before  he  is  born  again  ?  He  may  be  grieved 
for  it  under  other  confiderations,  as  it  expofes  him  to 
a  great  deal  of  mifery  here  and  hereafter,  yea  as  it  is 
in  it  felf  evil  ;  but  not  as  the  greateft  evil  as  it  is  a- 
gainjl  God .  To  fuppofe  that  a  man  can  fincerely 
mourn  for  fin  before  his  converfion,  it  is  to  fuppofe 
him  converted,  before  his  converfion.  It  is  in  rege¬ 
neration  that  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  are  implant¬ 
ed  in  the  heart  :  it  is  then  that,  the  heart  of  ft one  is 
taken  away,  Hzek.  n.  9.  While  men  remain  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  as  they  do  under  this  work  of  Humi¬ 
liation  it  is  abfolutely  beyond  them  to  hate  fin  or 
mourn  for  fin.  Nature  improved  by  common  con¬ 
viction,  will  neve*  produce  this  effecft.  Every  natural 
man  is  dead  in  fin ,  Eph.  2.  1.  All  his  works  in  religion 
4re  dead  works ,  Heb.  9.  *4-  There  1S  £0  inclination 
in  his  heart  to  mourn  for  fin.  Men  muft  have  a  work 
of  new  creation  upon  them  before  they  can  do  this. 

fPh.  10.  Created  in  Cbrijt  Jefus  unto  good  works 

"  Arg. 
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Arg.  2.  While  natural  men feemtobaverelentings 
and  breakings  of  bean  for  fin,  it  is  impoffible  but  they 
Jhould  put  their  confidence  therein.  As  long  as  he  does 
imagine  that  there  are  any  good  affections  m  himleif, 
he  will  be  lifted  up  with  them  :  thele  affections  will 
loeep  him  from  being  humbled.  Men  will  feed  upon 
thefe  husks  as  long  as  they  can  get  them.  There  is  no 
bringing  of  a  natural  man  out  of  his  ftrong  hold,untiL 
it  be  thrown  to  the  ground.  A  bleeding  heait  is  meat 
for  carnal  confidence.  There  is  that  fpirit  of  pride 
and  flaviflijW  in  natural  men,  that  as  long  as  they 
can  imagine  any  good  mthemielves,  they  will  hang 
upon  it,  Rev.  3.  17.  f *hou  fayefi  thou  art  rich  and  tn~ 

tTP/lIpd  tH  FOOdS 

Arg.  5.  \Vhen  a  man  is  indeed  under  the  work  of 
Humiliation,  he  fees  he  cannot  mourn  for  fin*  ^He  lees 
his  mourning  frames  are  gone  ;  he  finds  his  heart  put 
My  and  the  pangs  of  affection,  which  he  lometime 
had,  gone  beyond  recovery.  In  order  to  the  work  or 
Humiliation,  God  makes  men  to  fee  their  hard  hearts  y 
and  hence  they  are  won’t  to  complain  when  God  is  a- 
bout  to  humble  them,  that  God  has  left  them,  and  is 
<rivin°*  them  over  to  an  hard  heart.  But  it  is  one  thing 
to  be  judicially  hardned,  another  to  have  their  eyes  0- 
pened  to  lee  the  natural  hardnels  of  tneir  hearts.  Then 
a  man  fees  that  his  heart  is  an  heart  of  ftone. 

Arg.  4.  MOURNING  for  fin  is  a  fruit  of  reconcili¬ 
ation.  It  follows  upon  the  revealing  of  the  mercy  of 
God  in  Chrift.  All  the  forrow  and  fhame  that  went 
before  were  merely  legal ;  but  evangelical  )  epentanco 
follows  Faith.  Men  never  come  to  have  any  genuine 
mourning  for  fin  before  they  are  converted.  All  that 
went  before  was  in  hypocrifie.  But  a  fpirit  of  repen¬ 
tance  flows  from  faith ,  and  is  peculiar  to  fuch  as  are 
reconciled.  Ezek.  6.  ult.  Ihou  fjalt  loath  t  hyf elf  when- 
I  am  pacified  towards  thee,  for  all  that  thou  ty aft  done ^ 

faith  the  Lord  God.  f  t  . 

2.  Humiliation  is  not  a  wilUngnefs  to  be  damned. 
Some  have  tho’t  that  to  be  necefiary  :  and  that  this  was 

J-iumiliation,  Some  have  tho’t  they  have  attained  tq 
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this ;  and  *tis  poffible  that  under  fome  ftrong  pang, 
perfcns  may  find  fomewhat  of  this  nature,  but  certain¬ 
ly  they  did  not  know  their  own  hearts  in  it.  Neither 
does  God  require  any  fuch  thing  of  men  in  order  to 
their  coming  to  Chrift,  Indeed  it  is  contrary  to  nature 
for  men  to  be  willing  to  be  damned.  Wicked  men 
do  adh  as  if  they  love  damnation,  Prov.  8*  ^6.  7* hey 
that  hate  me  love  death  ;  they  do  fo  interpretatively. 
But  for  men  direftly  and  underftandingly  to  be  will¬ 
ing  to  be  damned,  is  againft  nature.  God  has  plant¬ 
ed  a  principle  of  f elf  love  in  men,  whereby  they  do 
neceifarily  delire  their  own  happinefs ;  no  perfwafions 
can  prevail  with  men  not  to  defire  their  own  happi¬ 
nefs.  We  may  as  foon  perfwade  a  ffone  not  to  be 
heavy^  or  the  Sun  not  to  fhine.  There  is  a  weight 
upon  the  foul  of  every  man  carrying  of  it  that  way  ; 
this  is  implanted  by  God  in  the  very,  conftitution  of 
nature,  and  remains  in  man  in  his  corrupt  and  his  re¬ 
newed  effate.  A  man  mull  fhake  off  his  nature  before 
he  can  fhake  off  this  de  fire.  Self-love  is  natural  unto 
man.  Man  is  capable  of  happinefs,  and  being  capable 
of  it,  he  ftands  in  need  of  it.  He  cannot  be  fatisfied 
until  his  capacity  of  happinefs  be  filled  :  hence  hene- 
ceffarily  and  perpetually  defires  happinefs.  Befides 
this,  it  is  contrary  to  God’s  command  for  a  man  to  be 
willing  to  be  damned.  For  God  has  commanded  us 
to  feek  falvation  ;  he  is  often  calling  upon  us  to  be 
feeking  life, and  that  with  earneftnels,  Luk.i  ^z^Strive 
to  enter  in  at  the  fr ait  gate.  And  this  feeking  muff 
be  with  earneft  defires.  And  indeed  when  this  work 
of  Humiliation  is  wrought  in  the  heart ;  he  yields  un¬ 
der  this  encouragement,  that  there  is  fome  hope  of 
falvation  in  God  :  hopes  of  life  in  this  way,  is  one  of 
the  things  that  make  him  lie  down  at  God’s  foot.  The 
four  leprous  men  fell  unto  the  Hoff  of  the  Syrians , 
becaufe  that  was  the  moft  likely  way  for  their  lives 
to  be  preferved,  z  Kin.  7.  4,  The  Syrians  fubmitted 
to  JJoah  in  hope  to  find  favour,  1  Kin.  zo.%\,  When 
the  foul  is  humbled,  he  is  as  delirous  of  falvation  as 
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ever ;  and  it  is  the  hope  of  that,  that  has  a  great  influ¬ 
ence  into  his  Humiliation.  .  . 

2.  Affirmatively.  It  is  an  abfolute  fubmttting  of 
himfelf  unto  God’s  difpofal .  When  humblzd, he  yields 
himfelf  into  the  hands  of  God  ;  and  makes  an  abfolute 
refignation  of  himfelf  unto  the  will  of  God  ;  he  yields 
himlelf  a  prifoner*  He  would  have  yielded  upon 
terms  before,  but  now  he  yields  abfolutely  :  as  a  Re¬ 
bel,  when  he  fees  himfelf  conquered,  yields  ;  fo  does 
the  Soul  to  God. 

This  carriage  is  oppofite  to  his  carriage  before, 
i.  He  does  not  feek  deliverance  from  himfelf  he 
ields  to  God,  defpairing  in  himfelf  He  don’t  feed 
Iiimfelf  with  vain  hopes,  and  carnal  confidences  any 
longer  ;  thofe  hopes  have  all  died  away.  His  ftrong 
holds  that  he  trufted  in,  are  thrown  down.  He  does 
not  ftay  any  longer  upon  his  affeffiions,  reformations , 
viffories  over  corruptions ,  %3c.  he  has  no  dependance 
upon  any  firength  of  his  oven,  to  gain  any  tiling  that 
will  commend  him  to  God.  He  has  no  dependance 
on  Ordinances,  on  his  own  wifdom  to  difeover  any 
way  of  help ;  but  he  throws  up  all  his  carnal  hopes 
s  vain;  and  fubmits  himfelf  to  mercy.  Luk.  15.  17* 
£  He  leaves  off  quarrelling  with  God .  Before  he  was 
tumbled,  his  heart  wrought  within  him;  he  could  not 
hear  the  thoughts  of  it,  that  God  fhould  caft  him  off; 
h is  heart  rofe  up  againft  God,  and  he  thought  he  had 
hard  meafure  from  God.  His  fins  were  all  decreed 9 
he  had  done  what  he  could,  he  took  great  pains,  and 
yet  God  did  not  (hew  him  mercy.  His  heart  rofe  to 
think  that  God  fhould  make  him  to  damn  him.  Save 
and  pardon  others,  and  reje<5t  him.  But  now  his  mouth 
is  fiopt,  he  is  filenced,  he  lets  fall  all  his  pleas,  yields 
It  to  be  fair  for  God  to  caft  him  off :  he  fays  as  fDd-* 
vid ,  Pfal.  5  r.  4.  Againfi  thee ,  thee  only  have  I  finned9 
and  done  this  evil  in  thy  fight ,  that  thou  mayfi  be  jufii - 
fied  when  thou  fpeakefi ,  and  clear  when  thou  judge ff  . 

Quell.  IN  what  way  is  this  work  of  Humiliation 
wrought, and  the  foul  brought  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  God  ? 

Anfi  In  general,  it  is  wrought  by  conviction*  It  is 
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not  wrought  by  the  infufion  of  any  new  principle 
into  him  ;  the  foul  under  this  work  is  in  a  Hate  of  na¬ 
ture,*  neither  is  it  wrought  by  men's  own  endeavours. 
Humiliation  is  not  the  fruit  of  man’s  indufhy,  but  is  a 
thing  forced  on  him  by  conviction.  As  men  under 
the  firft  work  of  the  Spirit  are  by  conviction  forced 
to  fear,  and  fo  by  a  work  of  conviction,  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  yield  themlelves  to  God.  Their  Jlrong  holds 
are  pulled  down,  and  they  neceilitated  to  refign  them- 
felves.  God  works  this  work  by  conviction. 

Particularly,  i.  By  giving  him  experience  of  the 
failing  of  all  means .  He  fees  no  other  way  left,  he 
has  been  trying  to  wring  himfelf  out  of  the  hands  of 
God  :  he  has  been  turning  every  way,  and  refuge  fails 
him ;  he  fees  all  his  carnal  hopes  fall  flat  to  the  ground; 
his  carnal  hopes  vanifh  and  dye  away.  He  has  been 
waiting  for  light ,  and  behold  obfeurity .  He  has  been 
trying  all  conclufions,  every  way  he  could  devife  and 
think  of,  turning  every  ftone  ;  he  hoped  by  h\s pray¬ 
ers  to  make  his  heart  better,  and  by  his  fafiings  and 
by  his  watchfulnefs .  Sometimes  he  thought  if  he  had 
more  terrors,  that  would  do  ;  fometimes  if  he  had 
more  encouragements,  then  his  heart  would  be  bet¬ 
ter.  He  has  tried  the  utmoft  of  his  skill  upon  his 
heart;  fometimes  he  hoped  that  in  time  his  heart 
would  grow  better  ,*  fometimes  if  he  could  hear  fuch 
a  Minifter ,  fometimes  if  he  could  get  fuch  a  good  book 
that  others  had  got  much  good  by,  then  his  heart 
would  mend.  The  finner  is  like  a  man  lojl  in  the 
woods,  that  thinks  if  he  fleers  fuch  a  courfe,that  will 
bring  him  to  the  path  ;  and  if  that  fails,  he  thinks 
if  he  fleers  fuch  a  courfe  that  will  do  ;  but  at  lafthe 
can  contrive  no  longer,  but  is  utterly  loft  in  his  own 
denfe  :  fo  the  finner  has  had  many  contrivances,but  all 
his  projeCls  fail :  upon  experience  he  finds  himfelf 
after  allhis  pains  under  the  reigning  power  of  fin  ; 
and  that  hens  fpiritually  dead.  He  thought  he  had 
made  fome  proficiency,  but  now  he  finds  by  experi¬ 
ence  that  the  life  of  fin  is  whole  within  him ;  and  that 
he  has  no  power  nor  difpofition  to  any  thing  that  it 
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good ;  he  has  no  fpirit  to  any  thing  that  is  good. 
He  had  enlargements  formerly,  and  thought 
he  could  delight  in  Sabbaths ,  but  God  is  pleafed  to 
withdraw  thofe  encouragements  that  he  had,  and  buffers 
the  corruption  of  his  heart  to  break  out,  and  upon 
that  occafion,  his  affections  wither  away,  that  dif- 
courages  him,  that  his  heart  dies  within  him,  and  he 
has  no  more  ftrength.  Now  he  fees  he  cannot  love 
God,  mourn  for  fin,S *c.  and  hereby  all  his  vain  hopes 
of  mending  his  own  heart  fall  to  the  ground.  Rom, 
3.9.  Sin  revived  and  I  died , 

2.  By  convincing  of  the  firiftnefs  of  the  Law,  This 
is  another  thing  that  helps  to  make  him  yield  ;  God 
convinces  him  of  the  rigour  and  exacftnefs  of  the  Law* 
He  imagined  before,  that  his  duties  would  make  a~ 
mends  for  his  fins,  that  God  would  be  at  peace  with 
him,  becaufe  of  his  affe  biions,  But  God  fhews  him 
that  the  Law  Hands  for  perfebl  righteoufncfs  ;  the  Law 
muff  be  fully  fatisfied ;  that  theLaw  pronounces  a  curfe 
for  every  fin :  that  it  can  neither  be  abrogated  nor 
moderated ,  but  muff  be  fulfilled  :  that  the  law  curfes 
every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  thi?)gs  that  are  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  book  of  the  Law  to  do  themy  Gal.  3.13.  Arid 
hereby  the  finner  fees  the  infufficicncy  of  all  his  duties , 
and  is  brought  to  defpair  in  himfeif. 

3.  ST  leaving  a  hope  in  the  heart  that  God  may  yet 
help  him .  This  conduces  much  to  make  the  dinner 
yield,  there  is  a  fecret  hope  that  God  leaves  in  the 
heart,  that  God  will  have  mercy  upon  him.  God 
leaves  an  apprehenfion  in  men  of  the  poifibility  of 
their  falvation.  If  they  don't  yield,  there  is  certain 
deathy  but  there  is  fome  hopes  that  God  may  fpare 
them,  they  have  fome  hopes  arifing  from  the  power 
of  God,  he  can  make  dry  bones  to  live.  And  from 
the  mercy  of  God,  whofe  thoughts  are  not  as  mens 
thoughts y  nor  his  ways  as  men's  ways ,  but  high  above 
themy  as  the  heavens  are  above  the  earth ,  that  alfo  be¬ 
gets  fome  hope  that  there  is  a  way  of  falvation  byChrift ; 
that  others  have  found  help,  when  they  have  been  in 
fuch  a  cafe  \  that  there  are  promifes  of  taking  away  the 
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heart  of ft  one,  Ezek.  rr.  19.  This  hope  helps  the  Soul 
much,  in  fubmitting  to  God. 

4  ST  dif covering  his  oven  Sovereignty .  Men  are 
greatly  offended  at  God’s  proceedings,  and  unfatis.ied 
about  his  decrees  and  providences;  and  this  hinders 
them  from  fubmitting  unto  him.  But  God  by  his  Spi¬ 
rit  lets  in  fome  difeovery  of  his  own  fever eignty  ;  and 
thereby  convinces  him,that  God  does  them  no  wrong, 
that  God  may  beftow  his  grace  where  he  pleafes :  that 
he  has  dominion  over  his  creatures.  This  makes  the 
foul  confefs  with  fob.  Job  42.  2.  I  know  thou  canfl  do 
every  thing, .  The  foul  (landing  convinced  of  thefe 
things  can  do  no  other  but  yield  up  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  God . 

Before  I  leave  this  way  of  Trial/  f  fhaT  anfwer 
two  fcruples  that  may  arife  in  the  hearts  of  foine  of  the 
people  of  God  about  their  Humiliation . 

1.  Doubt.  I  fear  whether  I  had  a  thorough  work 
rf  Humiliation .  1  never  faw  fo  much  cf  the  wickednefs 
of  my  own  heart  as  fome  others  do  fpeak  of. 

Anf  i.  INHERE  is  noneceffity  of  feeing  allthofe 
ful  inclinations  that  are  in  the  heart  particularly. 
There  is  a  great  variety  as  to  the  particular  difeove- 
ries  that  God  makes  to  divers  men.  And  one  great 
occafion  of  it  is,  the  different  temptations  that  they  are 
under.  Some  fee  more  of  a  worldly  fpirit ;  fome  more 
of  a  froward,  fome  more  of  a nafpiring  fpirit.  A  man 
may  have  difeoveries  of  his  own  heart,  after  he  hath 
been  a  Saint  many  years,  that  he  never  had  before.  If 
a  man  fee  the  fountain  it  is  fufficient,  though  he  do 
not  fee  all  thofe  various  channels  wherein  it  may  run, 

1.  fjJERE  is  no  neceffity  of  feeing  particularly  their 
inability  to  every  duty .  They  muff  feel  themfelves 
fpirituaily  dead  :  they  feel  themfelves  unable  to  do 
any  thing  that  is  good.  But  fome  men  can  (peak  a*, 
bundance  more  particularly  to  their  inability  to  this 
and  that  duty  than  others  can.  There  are  fome  duties 
that  did  not  come  into  their  thoughts  at  that  time.  It 
is  neceffary  they  fhould  lofe  the  r  fenfe  of  their  abili¬ 
ty  to  any  thing ;  Ihould  not  be  conceited  of  any  power 
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or  fufficiency.  It  is  not  enough  for  men  to  fee  that 
they  can  do  nothing  of  themfelves.  Men  may  fay 
that,  when  they  only  find  need  of  afiiftance,  and  not 
of  the  infufing  of  a  principle  of  grace  into  them :  but 
it  is  fufficient  if  they  feel  themfelves  fpiritually  dead. 
But  there  is  no  neceflity  that  at  that  time  they  muft 
particularly  take  notice,of  their  inability  to  loveGod's 
people,  to  be  thankful,  f$c.  though  often  they  do  ; 
their  thoughts  are  won't  to  be  fixed  at  that  time  on 
fuch  particul  ars  as  they  were  wont  before  to  pride  them¬ 
felves  mofi  in*  and  fuch  as  they  have  fpecial  occafion 
at  that  time  to  think  of  from  what  they  hear  or  read. 

3.  f HERE  is  a  neceffity  of feeing  fo much  of  his  own 
hearty  as  to  make  him  defpair  of  mending  it.  To  fee 
it  wholly  under  the  power  of  Jin .  A  man  may  fee  a- 
bundance  of  corruption  and  wickednefs  in  his  own 
heart,  and  yet  be  a  ftranger  to  it.  Though  he  fees  a 
great  deal,  yet  if  he  imagines  that  he  can  cure  it  ;  if 
he  have  hopes  of  getting  victory  over  it,  he  will  not 
be  humbled,  Ifai.  57.  12*  Ijhou  art  wearied  in  the 
greatnefs  of  thy  way,  yet  fay  eft  thou  not, there  is  no  hope % 
thou  hafi  found  the  life  of  thy  hand,  therefore  thou  waft 
not  grieved.  Before  he  be  humbled  he  muft  fee  hlnv 
felf  altogether  under  the  power  of  fin,  Rom.  7,  9, 

4.  ‘/HERE  is  a  neceffity  of  feeing  fo  much ,  as  tofet 
him  down  that  God  may  righteoufly  caft  him  off.  A 
man  may  fee  much  and  yet  not  yield  it,  that  it  is  fair 
for  God  to  reject  him.  One  foundation  of  quarrelling 
is  an  opinion  of  what  he  is  and  has  been  doing  •  this 
breeds  a  great  deal  of  wrangling  in  the  heart*  Ifai.  58-3* 
He  is  excufing  of  himfelf  becaufe  he  would  be  better* 
and  has  taken  pains  in  God's  fervice  ;  fo  that  there  is 
a  neceffity  that  he  fhould  fee  fo  much  of  his  own  wick « 
ed  heart  as  may  quite  filence  him ;  that  he  may  fee 
himfeli  inexcufable ,  that  he  may  not  have  a  word  to 
fay :  but  may  be  fatisfied  in  God's  proceeding  if  he 
fliould  caft  him  off,  Luh  18*  13. 

Doubt.  2.  I  fear  whither  1  have  had  &  thorough 
work  of  Humiliation,  becaufe  1  never  found  fo  much  op - 
(option  to  the  yielding  of  my  felf  into  God's  bauds,  as 
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fome  others  fpeak  of.  Others  have  more  dreadful  rifings 
of  hearty  and  more  horrible  fiurdinefs  of  fpirit, and  bore 
more  dreadful  terrors  before  they  could  be  brought  to 
yield,  were  much  longer  oppofmg  and  refijling ,  than  it 
was  with  me .  Somewhat  this  way  I  found,  but  not  fo 
much  as  others,  and  therefore  I  fear  whither  the  work 
were  true. 

Anf.  i.  MEN  have  had  a  great  deal  more  of  oppofition 
to  this  work  of  Humiliation  than  they  take  notice  of  or 
underfiand.  All  thofe  methods  and  ways  that  men 
take  to  efiablijh  a  righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  are  from 
a  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  this  work  of  Humiliation.  All 
men’s  endeavours  to  get  any  thing  to  commend  them 
to  God,  are  the  workings  of  this  fpirit.  Men’s  flying 
to  refuges  of  lies,  and  hiding  themfelves  in  the  ftrong- 
holds  of  their  own  righteoufnefs,  are  becaufe  they 
are  not  willing  to  fubmit  to  God.  All  men’s  ftrivings 
to  obtain  the  favour  of  God  by  their  prayers, ajfettions, 
reformations,  are  upon  this  account,  that  they  are  not 
willing  to  yield  themfelves  to  be  loft.  Why  do  men 
ftrive  to  earn  their  own  falvation,  but  becaufe  they 
are  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  the  meer  mercy  of  God.. 

2.  SOME  men  are  naturally  of  a  more  flubborn  fpirit 
than  others.  And  upon  that  account  they  feel  more 
dreadful  oppofition  :  though  every  natural  mantis  e~ 
qually  under  the  power  of  fin ;  for  they  are  totally 
fo.  If  the  difpofition  to  fin  againft  God  does  neither 
increafe  nor  decreafe  r'in  natural  men,  yet  particular 
evil  difipofitions  do.  Some  men  by  reafon  of  their  tem¬ 
per  are  of  a  more  ftubborn  fpirit ;  and  in  other  cafes 
are  won’t  to  be  more  difficult  to  yield  either  to  God 
or  men  than  other  men,  and  that  is  one  reafon  why 
they  in  this  cafe  do  experience  more  oppofition. 

3.  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  rifings  of 
mens  hearts  againft  yielding  to  God ,  from  the  different 
manner  of  God's  difpenfations  to  them  under  this  work. 

Efpecially  in  three  things, 

r.  SOME  men  had  abundance  more  confidence  that 
they  were  in  a  good  efiate  than  ever  others  did  arrive 
unto.  They  were  ftrengly  perfwaded  that  they  were 
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converted,  had  had  abundance  of  joy  under  the  appre- 
henfion  of  their  good  condition.  And  when  thele 
hopes  come  to  be  pulled  away  from  them, it  is  no  won¬ 
der  that  their  hearts  work  exceedingly  :  they  are  like 
The  troubled,  Sea  that  cap  forth  mire  and  dirt. 

2.  Some  men  when  they  are  emptied  of  their  own 
righteoufnefs  are  l  ft  more  upon  the  borders  of  dcfpair 
than  others  are.  There  is  a  lecret  hope  that  God  does 
fuftain  the  hearts  of  all  by  ;  an  hope  riling  from  the 
power  of  God,  and  the  deliverance  he  has  wrought 
for  others  &c.  in  fame  there  is  more  of  this  hope,  in  o- 
thers  lefs.  The  more  there  is  of  this,  the  more  this 
work  of  fubmiffion  is  facilitated.  An  enemy  will 
(boner  yield  where  he  has  more  hope  of  mercy  than 
where  he  has  lefs.  The  lefs  hope  men  have,  the 
more  difficult  their  fubmiffion  will  be.  That  made 
the  Syrians  yield  becaufe  they  looked  on  the  Kings 
of  Ifrael  as  merciful  Kings,  i  Kin.  20.  31. 

3.  Gon  does  dif cover  his  own  fovereignty  fooner 
unto  fome  than  others.  The  conviftion  of  that  is  the 
thing  that  filences  the  heart,  and  makes  it  bow.  That 
brought  down  Job's  fpirit.  Job  42.  2,  5.  The  foul 
will  not  yield  kill  convinced  of  this,  and  God  is  plea- 
fed  to  deal  with  men  varioufly  as  to  this;  fome  he 
convinces  fooner,  and  thereby  prevents  much  of  thofe 
ftubborn  workings,  that  otherwife  would  be. 

2.  The  fecond  way  of  Trial ,  is  by  the  manner  of 
the  foul's  firfi  clofing  with  Chrifi .  There  is  a  great 
difference  between  faints  and  hypocrites  in  their  firffc 
venturing  upon  Chrift*  Though  there  be  a  fimilitude, 
yet  there  is  alfo  a  diifimilitude.  Some  perfons  indeed 
through  negligence,  lofe  the  diflinSi  remembrance  of 
this,  which  occafions  much  darknefs  afterwards,  but  a 
falfe  heart  does  not  experience  fuch  things  in  his  firffc 
receiving  of  the  Gofpel  as  a  fincere  heart  does-  There 
are  fome  things  that  are  common  to  one  and  to  another* 
but  there  are  other  things  that  are  peculiar  to  the  peo~ 
pie  of  God .  If  the  manner  of  their  clofing  were  the 
fame*  their  faith  Would  be  the  fame  :  the  manner  of 
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receiving  is  fuch  as  doth  dif  ingulf J  them.  Take  it 
up  in  fuch  particulars , 

i,  THE  foul  is  ajfured  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  by 
thefpirit  of  God .  Before,  the  foul  was  full  of  doubts 
and  queftions,  but  when  he  clofes  with  Chrift  he  is 
allured  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  The  reafon  that 
men  do  not  entertain  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  is,becaufe 
they  are  not  allured  of  the  truth  of  it;  when  they  be¬ 
lieve  the  truth  of  it,  then  it  works  effe&ually  upon 
them,  i  Thef.  2-  13.  Te  received  it  not  as  the  word 
of  man,  hut  (as  it  is  in  truth)  the  word  of  God,  which 
effehually  worketh  in  you  that  believe.  When  the  foul 
firft  clofeth  with  Chriil,  it  is  fatisfied  in  the  truth  of 

the  Gofpel.  .  t 

In  the  conhderation  of  this  we  may  take  notice  of 

three  things,  ,  ,  ,  ..  r 

(1.)  That  at  this  time  the  foul  knows  the  truth  oj 

the  Gofpel.  He  had  the  notion  of  it  before,  but  now 
he  fees  it  to  be  fo  indeed  ;  it  is  a  real  thing  unto  him  ; 
there  is  a  light  let  into  that  foul  dilcovering  the  truth 
of  the  Gofpel.  The  foul  has  not  indeed  at  that  time 
an  aftual  and  diftinft  conhderation  of  all  the  funda¬ 
mental  truths  of  the  Gofpel,  fo  as  to  yield  a  particular 
silent  to  every  one  of  them  t  but  all  tnole  foundati* 
on  truths  are  radically  made  known  at  that  time :  that 
is  there  is  that  light  put  into  the  foul  then,  that  wiJi 
make  him  yield  an  aiient  to  all  thofe  truths,  when  he 
comes  to  have  the  aftual  coniideration  of  them,  i  Joh. 
2.  2 6.  Te  have  an  unBion  from  the  holy  One,  and  know 
all  things.  And  at  this  time  the  foul  has  the  aftual 
conhderation  of  fome  foundationGofpel  truths  j  fuch  as 
the  infinite  free  mercy  of  God, the  vertue  of  the  blood 

Chrift,  or  the  like;  and  fees  fuch  things  as  neither 
i-'s  own  reafon  nor  Satan  could  make  him  to  appre¬ 
hend.  And  although  the  foul  has  not  the  aftual  con- 
aeration  of  all  foundation  Gofpel  truth,  yet  he  fees 
S?  much  at  that  time  asfatisfies  him  m  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel.  For  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the 
r'0fpel  does  not  depend  upon  the  knowledge  of  all 
§$?  thisgs  which  muft  be  true,  if  the  Ppfpdbo 
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true.  The  knowledge  of  fome  particular  Gofpel 
truths  may  abundantly  fatisfy  a  fnatfs  heart  that  the 
Gofpel  is  true*  fo  as  to  encourage  him  to  come  to  Chrift. 
And  although  the  foul  at  that  time  does  not  give  a 
particular  affent  to  all  thofe  Gofpel  truths,  which  are 
the  pillars  of  our  Faith ,  yet  he  does  rejeft  none .  The 
truth  of  the  Gofpel  is  dilcovered  unto  him,  and  that 
not  only  in  general ,  that  there  is  falvation  in  Chrift 
for  them  that  come  unto  hint ;  but  alfo  in  particular , 
there  is  falvation  for  him,  if  he  will  accept  of  it.  He 
lees  that  there  is  a  way  of  falvation  for  the  molt  un¬ 
worthy  :  he  fees  alfo  that  this  is  offered  by  God  unto 
him.  That  there  is  that  precioufnefs  in  Chrift,  that 
freenefs  in  God's  graccyth^tfaithfulnefsin  God’s  word, 
that  is  a  fufficient  encouragement  unto  him  to  ventiir* 
his  foul  on  Chrift.  His  eyes  are  opened  to  fee  that 
there  is  fafety  for  him  notwithstanding  his  unworthi- 
nefs.  He  thought  he  believed  the  Gofpel  before,  but 
only  did  not  know  that  God  called  him :  but  how  he* 
fees  Gofpel-principles  in  fuch  a  manner  that  he  is  fa- 
tisfied  that  God  called  him,  and  that  he  may  venture 
upon  Chrift. 

( 2 .)  Th  e  foul  has  at  this  time  an  affured  knowledge  of 
the  truth  of  theGofpel.  It  is  not  an  opinion  or  conjecture 
arifingfrom  tomz  probable  appearances,but  an  ajfftranc & 
Therefore  they  fay.  We  believe  and  are  Cure ,  Toh  6  o . 
The  foul  fees  that  it  is  certainly  fo.  God  gives  us 
outwardly  great  affurance  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel ; 
and  at  this  time  the  foul  has  inwardly  sn  aflurarice  ot 
it  ’Tis  very  true,  there  is  a  difference  in  the  meafure 
of  aliurance,  that  one  has,  and  another  has :  all  affu- 
ranee  is  not  in  the  like  degree.  We  read  fometirrie 
m  Scripture  of  an  affurance,  1  Thef  1.  5.  0f  a  full 
affurance,  Heb.9.12.  of  all  riches  of  the  full  affurance 
cj  unierflandtng  Col.  2. 2.  This  affurance  in  the  firffc 
*  An&  With  Chrift,  whatever  degree  it  is  ib,does  not 
remove  the  habit  and  principle  of  doubting,  though  it 
does  mortify  it  in  part  ;  that  it  never  recovers  its 
^Jrengtu  again ;  yet  there  will  be  frequent  returnings 
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of  this  fpirit  of  doubting ;  it  will  attend  a  Saint  lefs 
or  more  as  long  as  he  lives.  And  many  times  in  the 
firft  clofing  with  Chrift  the  affurance  is  not  in  fuch  a 
degree*  but  that  there  will  be  aftual  doubting,  the 
workings  of  a  fpirit  of  fear  are  not  wholly  removed,* 
fome  doubtings  and  mifgivings  of  heart  are  conffftent 
with  affurance.  A  man  may  fee  that  it  muff:  needs 
be  fo,  that  it  cafft  be  other  wife  ;  and  yet  immediately 
have  recoylings  of  fpirit :  But  the  affurance  the  loul 
hath  of  the  truth  fo  far  prevails  over  all  his  doubtings , 
that  he  can  venture  bimfelf  in  the  arms  of  Jefus 
Chrift*  * 

(3.)  The  foul  is  affured  at  this  time  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  that  the  Gofpel  is  true  ;  and  the  mefiages  of 
falvation  certain.  T ’he  comforter  pall  convince  of  righ~ 
ieoufnefsj  Job.  itf*  10.  The  Spirit  works  a  principle 
of  faith,  and  draws  it  into  aft  ;  fanftifies  the  realon 
and  underftanding  ;  and  difcovers  the  glorious  excel¬ 
lency  of  God,  whereby  the  heart  is  affured  ;  indeed 
this  affurance  cannot  arife  from  any  other  cauje .  Na¬ 
tural  reafon  will  not  affure  men  of  this :  for  the  realon 
of  man  is  miferably  corrupted,  and  cannot  lee  iuchlpr- 
ritual  things,  1  Cor.  2. 14.  P he  natural  man  'iMeiveth 
tiot  the  things  of  the  fpirit  of  God ,  for  they  are  foolijh' 
tiefs  unto  him ,  neither  can  he  know  them ,  becaufe  they 
art  fpiritually  difeerned.  Indeed  natural  reafon  from 
Scripture  principles,  may  ftrongly  argue  the  truth  of 
this  way  of  falvation  againft  the  Papifts  and  other 
Hereticks ;  but  natural  reafon  can  t  latisfy  men  about 
thofe  Scripture  principles  :  yea  though  natural  realon 
be  inlightned  by  a  common  work  of  the  Spirit,  ioas 
to  be  greatly  affeSled  with  the  Gofpel  for  a  time,  yet 
it  cannot  affure  a  man  of  the  truth  of  it.  Neither 
is  it  poffible  for  Satan  to  work  any  fuch  affurance  in 
men  Men  are  fometimes afraid  whether  thedffcoverv 
they  have  had  were  not  the  delufions  of  the  Devil, 
But  though  the  Devil  may  comfort  falfe  hearts,  and 
fill  them  with  joy,  yet  he  cannot  affure  men  of 
the  truth  of  the  Gofpel ;  for  he  can  only  ra^thofe 
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principles  that  are  in  men,  and  not  put  a  new  prin¬ 
ciple  ©f  faith  in  them ;  whereby  it  is  that  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel  is  difcerned-  Neither  can  the  2) evil  give 
a  difcovery  to  the  foul  of  the  glorious  nature  of  God, 
or  excellency  of  Chrift,  fo  as  that  the  heart  fliouldtruft 
him,  love  him 0c.  Satan  can  make  no  fuch  difcove- 
ries  to  a  natural  man,  as  a  natural  mind  is  uncapable 
of  receiving ;  fo  that  this  allurance  is  the  peculiar  work 
of  the  Spirit . 

From  this  particular  we  may  conclude  the  Faith  of 
two  forts  of  perfons  to  bcfalfe  ;  on  this  account  that 
they  never  have  been  affured  of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel . 

[i.]  Such  as  are  perfwaded  of  the  truth  of 
the  Gofpel  only  from  tradition.  The  v  bottom 
of  many  men’s  perfwalions  is  the  profeffion  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  fuch  men  among  whom  they  live.  This.  is 
the  doCtrine  that  they  have  been  bred  up  in,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  that  their  Parents  have  taught  them  ;  they  abhor 
to  have  any  thoughts  to  the  contrary,  becaufe  they 
have  been  educated  in  this  way. ;  upon  the  fame 
ground  that  a  Mahometan  and  5 Papifi  is  tenacious*  of 
the  religion  of  his  Country  ;  and  as  the  Heathen  were 
won’t  to  flick  to  the  religion  of  their  forefathers.  Jer . 
2.  ir,  14.  Mch.  5.  Upon  this  account  many  receive 
the  Gofpel ;  and  this  may  be  a  great  advantage  to 
men,  becaufe  they  are  brought  under  means,  and  are 
kept  from  prejudices  againfl  the  Gofpel  ;  butthis/w~ 
pwafion  cannot  be  true  faith.  Men  cannot  be  aflured 
of  the  Gofpel  upon  this  foundation  ;  this  can  only  be 
the  bottom  of  a  flrong  opinion ,  and  conjecture,  not  of 
affurance.  ‘ 

[2.]  There  is  alfo  another  fort,  whofe  Faith  does 
appear  from  hence  to  be  unfound  ;  namely,  fuch  who 
believed  that  God  meant  them  in  the  calls  of  the  Gofpel, 
becaufe  they  found  fome  good  affe£iions  in  ihemfelves.  If 
their  heart  had  been  dead  and  unfavoury,  they  could 
t\ot  have  thought  that  God  called  them ;  but  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  their  believing  that  they  were  invited,  was, 
they  found  fame  goodnefs  in  themielves*  gut  certainly 
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this  Was  build  unon  conjecture,  and  an  opinion  of 
their  own  ;  and  therefore  they  could  not  be  aflured 
of  it :  they  had  no  allurance  that  they  were  called, 
though  they  might  have  a  ftrong  confidence,  yet  they 
could  not  be  allured  from  thence  that  they  were  in¬ 
vited. 

2.  In  the  firft  receiving  of  Chrifb,  the  Soul  comes 
to  him,  tneerly  upon  the  encouragement  of  the  call  of 
God  in  the  Gofpel.  God  invites  finners  in  the  Gofpel 
to  come  to  Chrift,  and  many  ways  urgeth  them  fo  to 
do  ;  and  from  thence  the  foul  takes  its  encouragement. 

There  were  many  other  things  that  encouraged 
them  before  to  wait  m>on  God  for  converting  grace ;  as 
the  power  of  God,  God's  converting  of  others,  his 
ftrivings  with  him  by  his  Spirit;  but  the  thing  that  is 
his  encouragement  to  come  to  Chrift,  is  the  call  of 
the  Gofpel .  He  fees  his  warrant  in  the  call  of  the 
Golpel ;  the  call  of  the  Gofpel  is  the  foundation  of 
his  faith:  that  is  the  reafon  of  his  faith,  that  God  calls 
him  in  his  word-  The  call  of  God  does  contain  in  it 
fiifficient  encouragement  to  believe.  For  therein  God 
fhews  his  readinefs  to  fave  finners,  therein  he  Ihews 
that  there  is  a  way  of  falvation  prepared  for  them  ; 
therein  he  binds  his  faithfulnefs  to  them,  and  lays 
bonds  upon  himfelf  to  fave  them  if  they  come  to 
Chrift ;  and  this  is  the  encouragement  to  them  to  be¬ 
lieve.  A6t.  13.  48.  5 they  glorified  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  as  many ,  or  it  may  be  read,  fuch  as  were  ordained 
to  eternal  life  believed. 

For  the  right  underftanding  of  this, 

Confl.  1.  It  is  indifferent  with  this  firft  doling  with 
Chrift,  whether  the  foul  takes*  notice  of  the  call  to  be¬ 
lieve,  as  God’s  call  or  Chriffs  call.  Some  fouls  in  their 
firft  doling,  take  notice  that  Chrift  calls  them  ;  o- 
thers  that  God  calls  them*  And  it  is  no  material 
thing  which  of  thefe  ways  it  be  ;  if  either  the  foul 
bear  God,  or  hear  Chrift  calling  him,  the  anfwer  to 
that  call  is  true  faith.  For  there  is  fufficient  warrant 
for  us  to  come,  either  from  the  voice  of  God,  or  the 

voice* 
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voice  of  Chrift.  This  is  an  abundant  demonftration 
of  it,  that  the  call  of  the  Gofpel  is  fometimes  pro¬ 
pounded  to  us  in  Scripture  as  the  call  of  God,  Jer.  3. 
22.  Gal.  3.  15.  a  ftm.  1.  9.  and  fometimes  it  is  pro¬ 
pounded  unto  us  as  the  call  of  Chrift,  Rev.  3.  18.  zo. 
There  is  this  difference  between  them,  that  Chrift 
calls  us  by  at)  authority  derived  from  God.  God  does 
derive  his  authority  from  none.  But  Jefus  Chrift  as 
Mediator  does  derive  his  authority  from  God.  But 
his  authority  is  a  iufficient  warrant.  Mat.  17.  5.  Hear 
him.  And  hence  Minifters  may  indifferently  invite 
men  in  the  name  of  God  or  Chrift.  2  Cor*5.2o.  Now 
then  we  are  ambajfadors  for  Chrift ,  as  though  God  did 
befeech  you  by  us ,  we  fray  you  in  Cbrifth  ftead  be  ye  re¬ 
conciled  to  God • 

2.  There  is  no  neceftity  that  at  the  time  of  the 
fouls  receiving  of  Chrift  he  fhould  be  reading  or  hear¬ 
ing  the  call  of  the  Gofpel.  It  is  by  thofe  calls,but  many 
times  they  do  not  prevail  while  a  man  is  hearing  of 
them,  but  afterwards •  Sometimes  it  is  in  the  very 
time  of  hearing,  Aft.  14.  1,2.  Aft.  2.  41.  but  it  may 
be  as  well  afterwards  :  it  may  be  in  time  of  pr ayer , 
and  often  is,  or  in  meditation.  God  does  it  for  them 
that  wait  upon  him  in  his  Ordinances,  but  not  always 
in  the  time  of  Ordinances.  Thus  It  is  with  other 
works  of  the  Spirit,  awakening  of  finners,  comforting 
of  Saints,  &c.  Mat.21.  29?  He  faid  I  will  not,  but  after¬ 
wards  he  repented  and  went. 

3.  There  isno  neceffity  that  this  clofure  withChrift 
fhould  be  wrought  by  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures.  Fre¬ 
quently  it  is  by  fome  particular  word  ;  but  it  is  ma¬ 
ny  times  otherwife.  Sometimes  the  thing  is  urged  by 
a  JVBnijier ,  according  to  the  Scripture ,  and  God  makes 
fome  fentence  that  he  fpeaks  effectual,  Aft.  16.^1 

So  fometimes  in  meditation  God  makes  men  fee  the 
general  call  of  the  Gofpel,though  no  particular  place 
be  pitched  upon.  Thus  ’tis  fometimes  afterwards  with 
fSaints.  '  /.  . 

jq  3  4,  Therj® 
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4.  There  is  no  neeeffity  that  the  particular  word 
that  draws  the  foul  to  Ghrift,  fiould  be  in  the  form  of 
an  invitation •  It  is  many  times  fo,  as  by  thofe  words. 
Mat .  11.  28.  Rev.  22.  17.  but  it  may  be  by  any  other 
Gofpel  exprellion;  as  by  thofe  words,i  Pet.  2.24.  Who 
lore  our  fins  in  his  oven  body  upon  the  crofs.  Ifai.  53.  6.  • 
He  was  wounded  for  our  fins ,  and  bruifed  for  our  ini¬ 
quities.  Eph.  5.2.  He  hath  given  himfelf  for  us  an  of 
firing  and  a  facrifice  to  God  of  a  fiweet  f melting  favour . 

It  may  be  wrought  by  any  Gofpel  precept ,  promife,  de¬ 
claration.  God  by  any  luch  word  may  let  in  a  light 
to  fhew  the  foul  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel  call- 

From  this  particular  we  may  conclude  the  faith  of 
two  forts  of  perfons  to  be  falfe. 

[1.]  Such  as  ventured  at  firft  upon  Chri Oifrom  that 
encouragement ,  that  God  loved  them .  They  thought 
that  God  had  a  love  for  them,  either  from  his  outward 
providences ,  he  fmiled  on  them  in  his  providences  and 
bleff^d  them,  and  heard  their  prayers,  or  he  manife li¬ 
ed  his  love  to  them  by  reftraining  their  corruptions, 
and  keeping  of  them  from  fuch  evil  pra&ices  as  others 
are  addicted  unto  :  or  elfe  from  fome  inward  comfort 
that  God  has  given  them.  God  gave  them .  fome  in¬ 
ward  comfort  when  they  were  in  a  fad  condition,  and 
from  thence  they  conclude  the  love  of  God  ;  and  fa 
are  bold  to  venture  themfelves  on  Jefus  Chrift.  They 
have  had  fome  inward  joy,  and  that  they  make  the 
foundation  of  their  faith.  And  fo  they  quite  pervert 
God's  order,  they  get  firft  a  faith  of  ajfurance  that 
God  loves  them,  and  then  they  have  a  faith  of  depen - 
dance.  But  the  particular  love  of  God  is  not  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  our  faith,  there  is  no  need  of  knowing  that  in 
order  to  believing.  The  love  of  God  is  to  be^  clear¬ 
ed  up  by  effectual  calling,  2  Tet.  t.  jo.  God's  love 
to  the  foul  is  a  fecret/till  he  does  believe.  Eph.  1. 13. 
After  ye  believedyye  were  fi ale d  with  the  holy  Spirit  of 
prem  fe .  God  may  reveal  the  love  he  has  to  a  man, 
unto  fome  other,before  the  man  believes ;  as  the  love 

God  had  to  Jacob>  was  revealed  to  Rebecca ,  but  not 

to  , 
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to  the  man  himfelf.  God’s  particulai  love  is  not  the 

foundation  of  faith,  but  the  call  of  the  Gojpe  . 

f21  Such  as  ventured  firft  upon  Chrift  upon  that 
encouragement,  that  they  loved  God.  They  found  af¬ 
fections  to  God  and  Chrift,  and  that  made  them  think 
that  God  meant  them  in  the  call  of  the  Golpel;  that 
made  them  think  that  it  was  not  preemption  for  them 
to  come  to  Chrift,  that  made  them  think  that  God 
would  not  rejeCt  them.  Their  firft  encouragement: 
ri  fes  from  themf elves ,  and  then  in  a ,  Secondary  way  they 
take  encouragement  from  the  Gofpel  ;  that  adds  to 
their  encouragement.  But  this  faith  is  a  rotten  fait  1, 
it  has  not  a  right  foundation .  Such  a  faith  may  make 
men  live  more  comfortable  here,  but  it  will  deceive 

them.  Rev.  3.17*  .  ,  .  r  7 

3.  In  the  firft  clofure  with  Chrift,  there  is  fuch  a 

light  let  into  the  foul  of  the  finner,  that  he  cannot  but 
come  to  Chrift ,  When  he  does  come, there  is  a  necejfity 
upon  him  to  come.  It  is  thus  many  times,  very  re¬ 
markably  afterwards,  but  eminently  fo  at  firft.  Before 
he  comes,  he  Cannot  come,  and  when  he  does  come, 
he  cannot  but  come.  Thefinner  has  at  that  time  luch 
a  fupernatural  light  let  into  him,  that  he  is  under 
conftraints  to  come  to  Chrift.  All  the  wit  in  hell 
can’t  perfwade  him  to  ft  ay  away.  Where  God  begins 
to  open  the  eyes,  there  may  be  fome  objecting ;  but 
before  God  has  done,  the  light  is  fo  full,  that  the  foul, 
is  carryed  captive  by  it.  Minifters  are  required  tQ 
compel  men  to  come  in,  Luk.  14.  23.  That  is,  to  ufe 
compelling  arguments  ,*  fuch  as  when  God  fets  the 
fame  home  will  compel  men.  The  light  that  God 
puts  into  the  foul  at  that  time  is  fuch  that  he  cannot 
withftand  it ;  it  fllences  all  his  carnal  reafonings  ; 
flops  his  mouth,  anfwers  his  objections  ;  fo  that  he 
cannot  flandout  any  longer.  Joh-6-45.  Every  one  that 
has  been  taught,  and  hath  learned  of  the  father  cometh 
unto  me .  This  I  clear  up  from  thefe  ConjiAer actions, 

1.  ALL  that  have  this  inward  light  and  teaching  da 
cme  unto  Chrift.  ’Tis  true,  there  is  an  illumination 
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that  is  not  effectual  to  work  faith.  Mat.  13.20.  2  Vet. 
2.  21.  But  there  is  an  inward  light  that  is  always  at¬ 
tended  with  faith.  Such  men  as  have  a  thorough  con¬ 
viction  of  the  Gofpel  do  ever  clofe  with  it.  That 
light  that  is  fufficient  in  order  to  faith  is  always  effica¬ 
cious  :  the  inward  call  of  the  Gofpei  is  always  anf^ 
wered.  Rom.  8.  30.  Whom  he  c ailed / hem  he  alfo  j  upli¬ 
fted.  All  thofe  that  God  draws  do  run  after  him.  Cant . 
1.4.  They  that  know  CIpriJI  will  come  to  him*  Job.  6. 
45.  ‘Pfal.  9.  10.  And  this  lhews  that  they  cannot  but 
come  ;  if  this  inward  light  could  be  relifted,  fome 
would  refill  it.  Among  fo  many  thoufands  fome 
would  refufe  to  pome.  This  way  would  not  be  uni- 
verfally  fuccefsful  with  men  of  all  tempers  and  incli¬ 
nations,  if  it  did  not  necelfitate  them  ;  fome  or  other 
would  be  found  that  would  refufe. 

2.  This  inward  light,  is  faid  to  come  with  power 
Upon  the  foul.  It  has  a  perfwading  overcoming  power 
with  it.  It  has  power  to  gain  the  will,  and  draw  the 
confent  of  the  heart.  The  Gofpel  where  the  Spirit 
does  inwardly  teach,  it  has  a  prevailing  power  :  there¬ 
fore  it  is  called  a  rod  of  ftrength ,  Pfal.  1 10.2.  It  comes 
with  power  upon  the  heart,  1  cfhef.  1.5.  When  God 
convinces  men  of  the  truth  of  it,  it  always  works  ef- 
f equally  upon  them,  1  *Thef.  2.  13.  Let  buttle  truth 
of  it  fink  into  a  man’s  foul,  and  Chrift:  will  be  preci¬ 
ous  unto  him,  1  j Vet.  2.  7.  The  light  of  the  Gofpel 
turns  about  the  wills  of  men,  ‘Pfal.  no.  3. 

3.  If  the  /inner  could  Jlay  away  from  Chrift ,  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  his  heart  would  make  him  Jlay  away  from 
Chrift .  If  men  were  able  to  ftay  away,  they  would 
not  be  able  to.  come.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  oppofi- 
tion  in  the  heart  of  a  IJnner  to  believing  in  Chrift: : 
tftenijre  as  great  enemies  to  the  Gofpel  as  they  are  to 
the  Tl|w.  Sinners  are  dreadful  averfe  tp  come  to 
Chrift.  How  many  objections  and  cavils  have  men  to 
keep  them  from  Chrift  ?  How  many  by-patbs  will 
they  turn  into  before  they  come  toChrifl  ?  How  much 
fon  pw  will  they  endure  before  they  come  toChrift?SW. 


Chap.  IX.  in  the  Right eoufnefs  of  Christ. 

*8.  Rom- 10.3.  And  this  oppofition  of  heart  would  not 
fufter  them  to  come,  except  they  were  made  to  come ; 
if  they  were  not  under  a  neceility  of  coming,  they 
would  ftay  away.  1 

4.  It  is  againfl  nature ,  when  men  have  this  inward 
light  let  into  them,  to  ftay  away  from  Chrift •  There 
is  a  principle  put  into  ever  man  in  his  firft  creation  to 

*  feek  his  own  happinefs.  And  however  the  nature  of 
man  be  corrupted,  yet  that  principle  is  not  loft,  but 
remains  ftrong  in  men;  however  they  miflake  the  way , 
yet  the  defire  of  all  men  is  happinefs.  The  Devil  blinds 
men,  and  tells  one  that  this  is  the  way,  and  another 
that  that  is  the  way,  but  ftill  they  are  driving  an  end 
that  defign .  Pfal.  4.  6.  Who  will  Jhew  us  any  good  t 
And  therefore  whep  the  Spirit  of  God  fhews  a  man, 
that  Chrift  is  the  way  to  happinefs,  that  there  is  fal- 
vation  in  Chrift,  he  cannot  but  come  to  him.  Joh. 

.  6 8.  To  whom  pall  we  go  ?  thou  hajl  the  words  of 
eternal  Life . 

5.  When  the  finner  comes  at  firft  to  Chrift,  this 

inward  teaching  of  the  Father  works  fuch  affeCtions, 
that  he  cannot  but  come .  When  his  eyes  are  opened, 
his  affections  ^re  fo  wrought  upon,  that  he  cannot  but 
come.  When  he  comes  out  of  darknefs  into  light P 
his  heart  is  affected  with  the  fight  of  Chrift,  and  he  can¬ 
not  ftay  away.  There  are  three  affections  that  are 
wrought  upon ;  one  is  hope,  he  fees  a  hope  of  blefled- 
nefs  if  he  comes  to  Chrift:  he  fees  in  that  way  hopes 
of  pardon  and  glory.  Heb.  6.  18.  Who  are  fled  for 
rejuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  that  is  fet  before  us .  A* 
nothpr  is  love,  when  the  foul  comes  to  fee  Jefus  Chrift: 
offering  hamfelf,  he  cannot  but  love  him,  and  look  on 
this  way  offal  vation  as  a  glorious  way;  he  defpifed  Chrift 
before,  but  now  he  changes  his  mind,  he  prices  him. 
x  Pet.  2. 7.  To  them  that  believe  Chrift  is  precious .  And 
then  it  works  on  fear ,  he  dare  not  loofe  the  opportu¬ 
nity  :  he  does  not  know  whether  he  ftiall  have  another 
call ;  fo  that  he  dares  do  no  other  than  take  God  at  his 
word. . "  .  - 
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Obje<3%  T’HIS  feems  to  overthrow  the  liberty  of 
marts  will :  if  he  cartt  but  come  to  Chrijl ,  where  is  his 
Freedom  ? 

dnf.  LISERF’T  does  not  confift  in  an  indijfer* 
ency  unto  contrary  affs  or  objeBs.  Sometimes  indeed 
men  have  fuch  a  liberty*  but  that  is  peculiar  to  fome 
cafes.  Liberty  is  not  oppofed  to  neceffity ,  but  to  force. 
The  will  cannot  be  forced  by  an  external  violence, 
but  it  may  be  necejfitated  by  reafon  and  conviction.  Na¬ 
tural  men  fin  voluntarily,  yet  neceffarily :  they  reject 
the  Gofpel  voluntarily.  Job.  5.  40.  yet  neceffarily* 
Job,  6 •  44.  Saints  in  heaven  love  and  ferve  God  ne- 
ceffarily,  yet  freely:  fo  5tis  here.  Pfal.  no.  3.  T'hy 
people  pall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power . 

From  this  particular  we  may  conclude,  the  faith 
of  fuch  men  to  be  falfe ,  as  have  made  a  faith  of  their 
own.  Convinced  finners  hearing  they  /hall  certainly 
be  ruined  that  do  not  believe  in  Chrift,  and  that  they 
that  do  believe  fhall  be  faved ;  fet  themfelves  in  their 
own  ftrength  to  work  their  hearts  to  this  duty,  and 
after  a  while  imagine  that  they  have  got  the  viClory , 
and  have  prevailed  over  their  unbelief  and.  wrought 
their  hearts  unto  a  clofure  with  Chrift,  This  Faith  is 
not  right.  Its  very  true,  that  after  a  man  has  been 
converted,  he  may  in  this  way,  by  God’s  alfiftance, 
come  to  perform  renewed  a<fts  of  Faith :  but  it  is  never 
thus  in  the  firft  clofure  with  Chrift ;  at  firft  God  lays 
a  neceffity  upon  men,  they  cannot  but  come  to  Chrift. 
Epff  i-  1 9,  20-  What  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his 
power  to  us-war d>  who  believe ,  according  to  the  working 
of  his  mighty  power  which  he  wrought  in  Chrijl  when 
he  raifed  him  from  the  dead.  When  the  finner  comes 
indeed  to  Chrift,  he  is  compelled  to  come.  Luk.  14. 


■3' 


Before  I  leave  this  Particular,  I  fhall  anfwer  two 
Doubts  in  the  hearts  of  fome  Saints  from  hence.  .• 

•  Doubt  1.  I  fear  my  clo fing  with  Chrijl  is  not  right, 
becaufe ,  after  God  let  light  into  me ,  I  objected  a  while 
before  I  yielded;  the  light  did  not  at  jirjl  overcome  me 
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Anf.  MANT  times  when  God  comes  with  that  in¬ 
ward  call  of  the  Gofpel,  he  does  not  at  one  infant 
in  fuch  light  as  does  overcome  all  objections :  but  after 
God  begins  to  bring  the  call  home  to  the  foul,  there 
are  feme  Jtrugglings  of  unbelief  before  he  yields. 
Sometimes  the  light  is  fuch  that  it  ftnkes  all  object* - 
cos  dead  at  a  blow  ;  fometimes  it  anfwejs  them  gra¬ 
dually.  The  light  breaks  in  fuller  and  fuller, till  at  laft 
it  Quite  overcomes  him  ;  as  in  Mofes  s  call. 

'mt> obt  2.  I  fear  my  clofwg  was  not  right ,  becaufe 
when  I  came  firfl  to  Chrift,  I  had  a  fear  and  trembling 
on  my  heart :  I  had  not  fuch  full  fat isj action  as  fome 
have  ;  but  crouded  through  difficulties . 

Anf.  SO  ME  have  more  clear  light  than  others ,  but 
every  one  that  comes  has  Jo  much  that  he  camnot  but 
venture.  Though  there  be  remaining  darknefs,  yet 
they  have  fo  much  light  as  overbears  them  :  that  their 
hearts  are  carried  out  to  rely  on  Chrift,  and  that  is 
lufficient.  Rom.  4.  18.  Who  againjl  hope  believed  it* 


hooe 

3.  The  third  way  of  Trial  is;  by  living  a  life  of 
faith  on  Jefus  Chriji.  They  that  have  received  Chrift 
by  faith,  do  not  fatisfy  themfelves  that  they  have  Re¬ 
lieved,  but  do  from  time  to  time  live  a  life  of  depen- 
dance  on  Chriji.  This  life  Taul  lived,  Gal-  2.  20.  I 
life  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God.  That  is  the  duty 
of  them  that  have  believed,  1  Joh.  5.13*  I  have  writ¬ 
ten  to  you  that  have  believed  on  the  Son  of  God ,  that  you 
may  know  that  you  have  eternal  life,  and  that  you 
may  believe  on  the  Son  of  God.  And  this  is  the 
fpirit  of  thofe  that  have  believed  ;  they  live 
a  life  of  dependance  upon  Chrift  for  every  thing, evert 
for  outward  things,  for  life,  health,  peace,  liberty,pro~ 
vifion,  protection,  for  private  and  publick  biddings* 
but  in  f pedal  for  fanblif cation ,  acceptance  and  eternal 
falvation . 

For  the  opening  of  this  we  may  confider, 

1.  WHAT  are  the  ablings  of  faith  that  Relievers  an 
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a.  UNDER  what  confi derations  are  thefe  ablings 
tf faith  drawn  forth  ? 

3.  THE  condition  in  which  a  Reliever  is  exercifmg 
faith  > 

Queft.  WHAT  are  the  affings  of  faith  that  a  Re¬ 
liever  is  exercifed  in  ? 

Anf  1.  ASSENTING  to  this  do  Brine  of  Salvation 
ty  Chrijl .  The  glorioufnefs  of  Chrift’s  perfon  and  offi¬ 
ces,  the  vertue  of  his  facrifice,  the  readinefs  of  the 
Lord  to  fave  finners  by  him,  the  readinefs  of  God  to 
accept  of  him  through  Jefus  Chrift.  The  believer  re¬ 
ceives  thefe  things  as  the  Word  cf  Gody  1  Thef.  z.  13. 
While  other  men  are  diffenting,  looking  upon  thofe 
things  as  cunningly  devifed  fables  ;  or  with-holding 
their  confent,  >as  being  uncertain  reports,  that  they 
have  not  fufficient  aflurance  of ;  the  believer  acknow¬ 
ledges  thefe  things  tp  be  fo  indeed.  The  report  of 
the  Gofpel  is  entertained  by  him  ;  he  don’t  look  up¬ 
on  the  tnings  doubtful ,  but  the  things  are  real  things 
to  him :  he  don’t  look  upon  them  as  things  that  may 
be,  or  are  likely  to  be  true,  but  things  that  muft  be. 
The  declarations  ofGod’s  word  concerning  thefe  things 
come  with  authority  upon  his  heart.  He  is  fatisfied 
that  things  are  fo.  He  is  not  afraid  that  there  is  de¬ 
ceit  in  the  bottom,  and  that  he  is  abufed  in  thefe  re¬ 
ports.  He  don’t  demur  and  hefitate  about  them,  but 
they  are  firm  conclufions  in  his  breaft  ;  they  are  as 
real  to  him  as  the  lhining  of  the  fun,  and  the  burning 
of  the  fire.  So  Luke  fays  of  the  paffages  of  Chrift’s 
life  and  death,  they  are  things  which  are  mofi  furely 
believed  among  usy  Luk.  1.  1.  They  look  on  them  as 
certain  \  they  are  perfwaded  of  the  truth  of  them. 
Others  are  afraid  whither  they  be  fo  or  not,  but  z 
Saint  is  perfwaded  of  them.  Heb .  ir.  13.  They  are 
to  them  as  if  they  faw  them  with  their  eyes-  Joh.8.56* 
Abraham  rejoy  ced  to  fee  my  dayy  and  faw  it  and  was 
glad.  He  faw  the  day  of  Chrift’s  incarnation  and 
paffion  :  it  was  above  two  thoufand  years  off,  but  ho 
faw  i?  as  if  it  were  prefent.  Faith  makes  things  ebt* 
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dent  while  others  are  at  a  lofs  about  things,  and  can¬ 
not  tell  how  to  be  fatisfied,  they  are  in  the  dark  and  # 
perplexed  with  furmifes,  faith  makes  the  things  plain 
and  evident  to  believers-  Heb.  n.  i.  Faith  is — the 

evidence  of  things  not  feen.  c 

Zm  JCCERTING  of  Salvation  by  Cbnjl.  Tis  of¬ 
fered  to  him  and  he  receives  it.  The  Believer  takes 
the  tender  with  all  his  heart ;  while  other  men  ftand 
difputing  whether  they  may,  he  boldly  runs  the  ven¬ 
ture  of  it ;  while  others  are  waiting  for  more  encou¬ 
ragement,  and  are  frighting  of  themfelves  with  the 
reafonings  of  their  own  hearts,  he  is  thankfully  accept¬ 
ing  of  the  offer..  He  fees  a  door  open, and  he  ventures 
to  go  in :  carnal  reafon  tells  him  it  is  dangerous,  that 
he  had  need  be  advifed  what  he  does ;  but  let  carnal 
reafon  fay  what  it  can,  he  will  venture  the  cafe.  He 
deferts  all  other  proffers,  and  puts  himfelf  into  this 
Cajlle,  and  ventures  his  life  in  it.  He  puts  to  Sea  in 
this  Bottom,  embarques  himfelf  here,  let  what  ftorms 
will  come,  he  parts  with  all  for  this  few  el,  and  has 
his  whole  dependance  upon  this.  He  forfakes  all  o - 
ther  Lovers ,  and  accepts  the  tenders  of  Chrift*  .  Car¬ 
nal  reafon  tells  him,  he  will  bring  himfelf  to  mifery; 
but  he  is  willing  to  venture  it.  He  relinquilhes  all 
ether  hopes,  and  puts  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  Jefus 
Chrift:  he  fays  as  Raul,  It  is  a  faying  worthy  of  all 
acceptation,  that  Chrifi  came  into  the  world  tofave  fin - 
ners,  i  Tim.  1*15.  He  flees  for  refuge  to  Chrift  when 
confcience  is^purfuing  of  him,  thither  he  betakes  him¬ 
felf.  j Heb.  6.  18.  He  gets  under  the  lhadow  of  Chrift* 
and  ventures  himfelf  upon  that  protection  which 
Chrift  will  give  him.  When  he  hears  what  is  to  be 
faidon  all  fiaes,  he  makes  choice  of  the  offer  of  Chrift, 
and  ventures  himfelf  with  him,  he  refufes  other  offers 
and  takes  this.  Ter.  3.  22.  Return  ye  backsliding 
€hildren  and  I  will  heal  your  back-fliding:  behold  we 
tome  unto  thee,  thou  art  the  Lord  cur  God. 

3.  VIEWING  and  beholding  the  excellency  of  Chrift • 
one  that  trufts  in  a  Caftle,  he  loves  to  be  viewing 


— 
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and  taking  notice  of  the  ftrength  of  it ;  the  thicknefs 
and  breadth  of  the  walls ;  fo  he  that  trulls  in  his  own 
righteoufnefs  loves  to  lye  poring  upon  the  multitude 
of  his  fervices,  the  fervour  of  his  affections,  the  pains 
he  has  taken,  and  other  things  that  let  forth  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  it:  Thus  he  that  believes  in  C Is  rift  loves  to 
be  confidering  the  excellency  of  Chrifl ,  and  of  his  righ¬ 
teoufnefs,  feafting  his  eyes  in  beholding  of  him.  Thus 
we  are  commanded  to  ccnfider  him .  Heb.  3.1.  And 
this  is  the  fpirit  of  a  Believer.  He  is  folacing  and  fa- 
tisfying  of  his  foul  in  the  contemplation  of  ChrifFs 
righteoufnefs;  his  heart  dwells  in  the  confideration 
thereof  An  unbeliever  Hands  poring  upon  hi  sun* 
worthinefs ,  thinking  how  many  fins  he  has  been  guil¬ 
ty  of,  what  occafion  of  anger  God  has  againlt  him, 
difeouraging  his  foul  by  minding  how  unworthy  he  is, 
and  he  is  Hill  harping  upon  the  greatnefs  of  his  pro¬ 
vocations'.  But  a  believer  is  of  another  ipirit,  he  is  re- 
frefhing  of  his  heart  by  taking  notice  of  the  glorious 
excellency  of  ChrifFs  righteoufnefs ;  and  what  won¬ 
derful  fecurity  arifes  from  thence ;  fometimes  he  thinks 
how  God  chofe  this  way  of  Salvation  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  World:  fometimes  how  God  has  poured 
out  his  anger  upon  Chrifl :  how  their  fins  have  been 
imputed  unto  Chrifl :  how  God  reckons  the  bufferings 
of  Chrifl  theirs:  how  this  way  of  falvation  was  fha- 
dowed  forth  to  the  ancient  Church:  how  the  People 
of  God  of  old  have  placed  their  Faith  in  the  righte^ 
oufnefs  of  Chrifl :  there  are  a  multitude  of  fuch  confi - 
derations  that  the  heart  is  dwelling  upon.  Cant.  5. 
10.  &  feq.  My  beloved  is  white  and  ruddy ,  the  chiefefi 
of  ten  thoufand. 

4.  RRIZING  of  jfefus  Chrifl .  The  Believer  makes 
great  reckoning  of  Chrifl.  1  Ret.  2.  7.  He  believes 
all  thofe  glorious  characters  that  God  gives  of  Chrifl, 
and  fo  he  prizes  him;  makes  great  account  of  the 
blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl,  and  of  all  the  Offi¬ 
ces  of  Chrifl.  He  looks  upon  his  own  righteoufnefs 
as  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the  righteoufhefs  of  Chrifl. 
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He  reckons  himfelf  poor  notwithftanding  any  thing 
of  his  own;  he  counts  himfelf  undone  without  Chrift. 
But  he  prizes  Chrift,  looks  on  him  as  the  author  of 
eternal  falvation,  as  the  procurer  and  beftower  of  all 
good.  He  has  all  his  expert ationsfromhim,all  his  hopes 
are  built  on  him :  He  has  a  great  ejleem  of  Chrift, he  looks 
for  no  good  but  only  from  him :  his  hopes  of  outward 
mercies, of  light  and  ftrength,&  deliverance  from  temp 
cations,  of  pardon,  and  communion  with  God,  and  e- 
ternal  life  are  all  derived  from  him.  He  looks  upon 
Chrift  as  the  ftay  and  ftaff  of  his  life  ;  he  prizes  him 
as  having  his  whole  dependance  upon  him  ;  he  looks 
upon  himfelf  miferable  and  undone  without  him.  He 
counts  an  intereft  in  Chrift  more  worth  than  all  the 
gold  of  Ophir.  He  efteems  the  blood  of  Chrift  of 
fufficient  vertue  to  purge  away  every  fin,  and  the  o- 
bedience  of  Chrift  fufficient  to  procure  all  manner  of 
good  for  him.  He  fees  peace  in  him,  and  viEiory  in 
him,  and  life  in  him.  As  a  man  prizes  bread  becaufe 
that  preferves  life :  as  a  fick  man  prizes  a  skilful  Phy- 
fician ;  as  a  man  prizes  his  money  becaufe  that  is  ver- 
tually  all  things  here ;  ’tis  meat,and  drink,  and  clothes* 
&c.  Money  anfwers  all  things  ;  fo  does  the  believer 
prize  Chrift,  he  lees  all  things  vertually  in  him ;  he 
fees  he  has  perpetual  need  of  him ;  he  prizes  him  as 
the  only  way  of  happinefs.  ^ 

5.  SIZING  fat i sped  in  Chrift .  The  believer  lees 
enough  in  Chrift  to  anfwer  the  needs  of  his  foul ; 
there  is  a  fulnefs  in  Chrift,  his  foul  finds  reft  there* 
He  does  not  fee  any  need  of  his  own  righteoufnefs  to 
commend  him  to  God’s  acceptance ;  he  is  fatisfied  in 
the  robes  of  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs ;  he  lees  there  is 
no  need  of  his,  to  make  him  beautiful  in  the  eyes  of 
God.  He  is  fatisfied  in  this  bread  of  lifcy  and  he  finds 
no  neceffity  to  feed  upon  husks.  Other  men  imagine 
a  need  of  lomething  of  their  own  to  ingratiate  them 
with  God,  and  to  procure  their  acceptance ;  they  dare 
not  truft  in  Chrift  alone,  but  are  labouring  to  piece 
out  his  righteoufnefs  with  theirs.  And  when  they 
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hear  the  tenders  of  Grace  made  through  Chrift,  they 
are  not  fatisfied,  but  are  looking  out  for  fomething 
elfe  to  encourage  them,  they  dare  not  truft  in  this 
alone ,  but  the  believer  is  fatisfied  in  Chrift,  and  he 
throws  away  all  other  confidences ,  both  as  vain  and  as 
tteedlefs.  He  finds  no  want  of  any  other  righteoufnefs 
to  juftify  him,  and  carry  before  God  ;  he  don't  re¬ 
gard  nor  deiire  any  thing  of  his  own  to  commend 
him  to  God's  acceptance.  He  fees  there  is  ground 
enough  of  encouragement  in  Chrift-  Phil.  $.  3.  Ife 
rejoycc  in  Chrifi  Jefius ,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the fie  fit. 
1  Cor.  2.  2.  1  have  determined  to  know  nothing  among 
you  hut  Jefus  Chrifi  and  him  crucified • 

6.  COUNTING  this  way  of  fahation  a  glorious  way. 
This  way  of  falvation  pleafes  God ;  'tis  a  way  that  he 
has  chofen.  And  this  way  pleafes  the  believer,  he 
likes  it,  and  is  taken  with  it ;  it  is  a  glorious  way  in 
his  eye.  He  has  an  high  efteem  of  this  way,he  counts 
it  an  excellent  and  glorious  way ,  as  it  is  a  way  of fafe- 
ty;  all  other  ways  that  men  have  imagined  and  devi¬ 
led,  he  defpifes  them,  as  deceitful,  as  meer  traps  and 
fnares  for  the  fouls  of  men,  as  ineffectual  unto  the 
end  propofed.  But  his  foul  does  magnify  this  way  as 
that  which  does  anfwer  the  end,  and  will  effeCt  and 
bring  about  that  falvation,  that  it  is  propofed  in  order  to. 
He  is  affeCted  with  this  way,  as  it  is  a  fure  way ;  that 
will  not  fail  thofe  that  truft  therein-  1  Pet.  2.  4.  To 
whom  coming  as  to  a  living flone-  He  is  affected  with  it 
that  God  has  laid  fo  ftrong  a  foundation  of  the  falva¬ 
tion  of  his  people ;  that  they  cannot  be  difappointed 
of  it:  and  he  counts  it  a  glorious  way:  as  thereby  the 
glory  of  God  is  much  advanced-  In  this  way  the  glo¬ 
rious  myfiery  of  the  Trinity  is  made  known.  In  this 
way  the  excellent  fkill  and  workmanjhip  of  the  Lord  is 
feen,  in  repairing  the  ruins  of  Mankind,  *and  railing 
up  of  man  from  the  gulf  of  mifery  unto  the  pinacle  of 
happinefs,  in  finding  out  a  way  to  reconcile  his  own 
glory,  and  mans  falvation;  in  bellowing  bleflednefs 
upon  man,  in  fuch  a  way  that  free  grace  ihall  have  all 
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the  glory ;  in  this  way  the  wonderful  love  of  God  does 
appear:  in  this  coftly  way  of  falvation:  upon  this  ad- 
count  the  foul  is  taken  with  this  way  of  falvation,  as 
‘a  way  that  will  much  advance  the  glory  of  God.  \V‘e 
lliould  have  been  great  Grangers  to  God,  and  have 
leen  little  of  his  glory  comparatively,  had  it  not  been 
for  this  way  of  falvation,  It  is  pleafant  taking  notice 
of  the  beamings  forth  of  God’s  glory  in  this  way.  Rev. 
5.  1 3*  ^effing,  and  honour ,  and  glory ,  and  power  he  to 
him  that  Jitteth  on  the  T* krone,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever. 

7-  REJOTCING  in  Chrifi  Jefus.  The  believer 
finds  a  great  deal  of  joy  in  Chrift ;  he  folaces  himfelf 
in  the  thoughts  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.  While 
others  are  rejoycing  in  the  fparks  that  they  have  kind¬ 
led,  h q  fits  under  the  fhadow  of  Chrifi  with  great  de- 
Ught ;  his  heart  is  many  times  raifed  with  the  difco- 
veries  of  Chrift  ;  fometimes  his  foul  is  filled  with  joy 
and  peace  in  believing,  Rom  15.  13.  Relieving,  he  re- 
joy  ces  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory ,  r  Pet.i.8* 
Sometimes  he  can  triumph  in  Chrift  over  all  thdene- 
ipies  of  his  foul.  While  others  are  boaiting  in  them- 
lelves,  what  duties  they  have  done,  what  frames 
they  have  attained,  what  fervice  they  have  done  to 
the  caufe  of  God  ;  the  believer  is  making  of  his  boaft 
of  Chri  ft,  glorying  in  his  righteoufnefs .  The  foul  can 
triumph  in  that,  notwithstanding  ^11  matter  of  difcou- 
ragement.  Rom,  8.  34.  JVho  is  he  that  condemneth  ? 

Chrifi  that  died.  1  Cor.  15. 5  5,6,7.  O  death  where 

fhy  fitng,  O  grave  where  is  thy  victory  !  the  fling  of 
death  tp  fin ,  and ^  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  l aw, but  thanks 

be  to  God  that  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord 
fejus  Lfonfu 

*5^^*  ^  UNDER  what  confiderations  are  thcfe 
actings  oj  fatth  drawn  forth  ? 

Anf  There  , be  many  confiderations  which  the 
Hearts  of  believers  do  pitch  upon^  which  draw  forth 
i  •  %  ^xerc^e  °f  faith.  As  the  confiderations  that  unbe- 

are  very  many  $  only  here  mind  thi$f 
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that  where  the  Lord  makes  one  encouraging  confide- 
ration  powerful  upon  the  heart,  it  is  an  in-let  to  ma¬ 
ny  others.  And  we  may  reduce  them  principally  to 

thefe  three  Heads , 

i.  The  heart  fixes  fometime  on  the  conlideration 
of  God's  mercy .  Faith  is  drawn  forth  by  the  conlide- 
ration  of  the  merciful  nature  of  God-  Pfal-  44-  l8- 
When  I  faid  my  foot  Jlippeth,  thy  mewy  O  Lord  held  me 
up.  The  foul  fays,  God  is  of  infinite  mercy,  he  can 
find  in  his  heart  to  blot  out  greateft  tranfgreftions  ; 
his  mercy  is  greater  than  our  finfulnefs  ;  he  can  over¬ 
come  all  our  guilt.  Mich/  7.  18.  Who  is  a  God  like  un¬ 
to  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity,  iSc.  Sometimes  upon 
the  conlideration  of  th efreenefs  of  God’s  mercy  ;  he 
has  no  dependance  on  our  worth  ;  he  can  grve  ^i  e 
without  any  thing  in  us  to  draw  his  heart  towards  us. 
Rom.  5.  21.  Grace  reigns  through  right eoufnefs  unto 
eternal  life,  &c.  Sometimes  on  the  merciful  purpojes  ot 
God ;  who  has  defigned  to  fhew  mercy  upon  many  ot 
the  finful  children  of  men  :  he  has  determined  to 
bring  many  Tinners  unto  the  enjoyment  ot  him-eit. 

2  Tim.  r.  9.  Sometimes  on  the  exercife  of  his  mercy  in 
fending  his  Son  to  dye  for  Tinners,  jfoh.p.  16.  Some¬ 
times  the  thoughts  pitch  on  the  merciful  invitations 
that  the  Lord  makes  to  tinners,  2  Cor.  5.  20.  Some¬ 
times  on  the  exercife  of  his  mercy  on  great  linners. 
Mary  Magdalen,  Taul, and  others,  1  Tim.i.  16.  Some¬ 
times  on  the  tender  love  of  Chrijl  abundantly  mani- 
fefted  when  here  on  earth.  Sometime  the  ipirit  lets 
home  one  of  thefe  confiderations,  and  fometime  ano¬ 
ther  :  which  draws  the  heart  to  believe,  when  under 
the  greateft  fenfe  ofvilenefs,  ‘Pfal.  36.7.  How  excellent 
is  thy  lovingkindnefs,0  God :  therefore  the  children  of 
men  put  their  truji  under  thejbadow  of  thy  wings- 

2  The  heart  fixes  fometimes  on  the  conlideration, 
of  God’s  faithfulnefs.  That  is  a  mighty  thy  to  the  heart, 
when  he  has  a  fpiritual  fight  ofthe  faithfulnefs  of  Go  . 
When  that  is  faftned  on  the  heart,  that  makes  him  re¬ 
ceive  she  promife,  whatever  improbability  there  be  ^ 
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it,  Heb.  11. 11.  When  we  have  to  tlo  with  a  faithful 
man, we  lay  weight  upon  his  word  ;  fo  does  the  belie¬ 
ver  onGod’s.  When  this  confideration  of  his  faithful  nets 
is  faftned  on  his  heart,  the  foul  %$*  it  ifiuft  needs  be 
fo  as  God  promifes,  for  God  is  a  God  of  truth,  it  is 
impoflible  that  God mould  lye;  God  cannot  miftake  not 
deceive.  His  word  is  infallible,  his  promife  cannot 
fail.  Hereby  he  flops  the  mouth  of  carnal  Seaton. 
God  has  promifedfo  andfo  to  us,  andpromifed  foand 
fo  to  Chrift ;  and  he  is  not  fickle  and  inconftapt  ,  re** 
pentance  is  hid  from  his  eyes,  i  Joh.  5.  9-  fj  cll'e  re " 
eeive  the  witnefs  of  tnen$  the  witnefs  of  God  is  greater \ 
Why  fhould  I  fright  my  felf  with  appearances  and 
uncertain  reafonings  ;  why  fhould  I  doubt,  though  thp 
things  are  ftrange  and  wonderful  ?  though  we  can  U 
fee  the  reafon  of  thefe  things  the  word  of  God  cannot 
fail  ;  we  may  venture  our  fouls  on  it,  if  they  W'ere 

more  worth  than  they  are.  (Pfal.  91.  4-  2  I2p 

3.  The  heart  fixes  fometimes  upon  the  fufficierlcy  of 
Chrift .  That  comes  with  mighty  power  upon  the* 
heart ;  Hilling  accufations,  diffipating  fears^  drawing 
the  heart  to  rejoyce  in  Chrift.  Phil.  3. 10.  A  hat  I  may 
know  him ,  and  the  power  of  his  refurrePtion.  .  Some¬ 
times  the  Lord  faftens  it  on  the  heart,*  that  Chrift  is  the 
way  that  God  has  appointed  unto  life,  ^£.10.  19,  2oa 
Sometimes  that  Chrift  ha  s  born  our  Jifis  in  his  own  body * 
1  (Pet.  1.  24.  Sometimes  that  Juftice  is  igtisfied,  the 
Law  fully  anfwered  by  Chrift;  that  God  may  without 
any  in  juftice  pardon  and  fave,  (Rom.  3.  2  6.)  that  the 
facrifice  of  Chrift  is  acceptable  unto  God«j  (Ephy.  2.) 
thatGod  has  fully  avenged  himfelf  onChrift,(  2  Cor.  5. 23) 
that  Chrift  is  our  Failover,  the  Lamb  Jlain  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world  :  that  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  Jhall  be  blelfed  in  him :  that  he  is  our  tiigh-priejl 
bearing  our  names  on  his  breaft  in  the  moft  holy  place* 
Thefe  and  fcores  of  fuch  confiderations  which  theLord 
at  times,  faftens  on  the  hearts  of  his  people;  do  won-* 
derfully  help  them  to  caft  thetnfelve's  upon  Chrift^ 
giving  him  the  glory  of  redeeming  thefe  Rev.  s  .  1 2, 

O  *  Wf 
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Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive  powe ;  and 
riches ,  and  wifdom  and  flrength ,  and  honour  and  glory , 
and  blejfing. 

Queft.  3.  IN  what  conditions  does  a  believer  thus 
exercife  faith  in  Chrifl  ? 

j4nf  1.  When  he  is  more  clearly fatifed  in  his  own 

food  eftate.  There  are  times  when  the  people  of  God 
ave  very  comfortable  fatisfacftion  that  they  are  in  a 
good  condition  ;  they  have  comfortable  hopes  that 
they  are  in  a  ftate  of  juftification,  that  God  has  par¬ 
doned  their  fins,  and  will  fave  them.  Thefe  hopes  a- 
rife  from  a  difcerning  of  their  former  aftings  of  faith, 
their  fancftification,  and  that  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft 
which  they  have  had  ;  and  at  fuch  times  as  thefe,they 
do  live  a  life  of  faith  upon  Chrift  :  when  they  fee 
their  fancftification,  they  do  not  build  upon  that  as 
the  matter  of  their  juftification,  neither  do  they  fo  live 
upon  any  figns ,  as  to  lie  in  the  neglecft  of  afting  de- 
pendance  on  Chrift  :  though  there  is  too  much  of  that 
ipirit  to  live  upon  figns,  and  to  neglect  Chrift,  yet 
this  fpirit  does  not  rule  a  faint :  but  notwithstanding 
his  hopes,  he  is  venturing  himfelf  upon  th tfree  and 
gracious  offers  oftheGofpel :  though  he  finds  comfort 
in  thofe  evidences  that  God  gives  him  of  his  good 
eftate,  yet  he  is  from  time  to  time  renewing  his  a6ts 
of  dependant  upon  Chrift,  Cant.  2.  3.  I  fat  under 
his  padow  with  great  delight >  and  his  fruit  was  fweet 
unto  my  tafte . 

2.  When  he  is  more  in  the  dark  about  his  condition. 
There  are  times  with  many,  at  leaft,  of  the  people  of 
God,  when  they  are  greatly  exercifed  with  fears  : 
there  be  many  things  that  give  occafion  of  fear  to  them, 
they  are  afraid  becaufe  they  fee  great  workings  of 
corruptions,  cannot  difeern  love  to  God,  they  do 
not  find  love  to  Ordinances,  feem  to  grow  worfe  and 
Worfe.  So  they  are  afraid,  becaufe  they  have  not 
fuch  comforts  as  other  Chriftians  have  ;  they  do  not 
find  that  prtfence  of  God  with  them,  that  they  think 

thev  Ihould  have  if  they  were  Saints,  Many  tempt  a^ 
7  tiotfSL 
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tions  they  meet  withal,  that  fhake  their  hopes  exceed¬ 
ingly.  But  in  this  condition  they  do  not  neglect  to 
believe  in  Chrift,  though  when  they  are  in  the  dark, 
they  have  great  ftruglings  of  unbelief  ;  but  they  do 
not  caft  off  their  faith  in  Chrift.  Their  faith  has  not 
dependence  upon  their  figns ;  when  figns  fail,  yet  the 
foundation  of  their  faith  remains.  Though  they  fee 
not,  yet  they  do  believe-  At  fuch  a  time  it  is  their 
duty  to  believe.  When  they  are  in  darknefs  and  have 
no  light ,  their  work  is  to  flay  on  the  name  of  the  Lordy 
Ifai.  50.10.  and  this  is  their  fpirit.  Saints,//^  by  faith, 
and  not  by  fight,  2  Cor.  5.  7.  And  though  they  are  at 
a  lofs  what  they  are,  and  what  they  have  done,  yet 
they  fee  ground  of  faith  in  Chrift.  Their  reliance 
does  not  depend  upon  their  affurance.  Pfal.  73.  2 6, 
■My  flejh  and  my  heart  faileth ,  but  God  is  the  flrength 
of  my  heart  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

By  this  way  of  Trial  we  may  conclude  againft  three 
forts  of  perfons,  that  they  have  not  true  faith. 

I.  Such  perfons  as  fatisfy  themselves  that  they  have 
relieved  in  Chrift,  and  clofed  with  him,  fometime  for¬ 
merly,  and  don't  live  in  a  way  of  believing.  They 
nourifh  an  hope,  becaufe  they  have  believed  at  fuch  a 
time,  but  negled  to  roll  themfel ves  on  Chrift  from 
time  to  time ;  fo  it  is  with  fome  dry  and  unfavoury 
Frofeilors,  they  have  got  an  hope  from  fome  old  works 
they  had  upon  their  hearts  many  years  fince,  they  truft 
they  will  carry  them  to  heaven,  and  don't  live  a  life 
of  faith ,  but  live  in  a  wretched  neglecft  of  Chrift.  Ma¬ 
ny  times  fuch  mens  religion  is  quite  worn  out  by  that 
time  they  grow  into  years,  and  they  are  like  fait  that 
Mas  loft  its  favour,  Heb.  3.  14. 

.  2r  Such  perfons  as  generally  live  upon  their  oven 
righteoufnefs,  but  only  now  and  then  they  force  them - 
Jelves  to  rely  on  Chrift.  The  general  way  of  their 
living  is  upon  their  good  frames  and  fervices  ;  but  now 
and  then  they  have  a  Sermon  againft  their  trufting  in 
then  own  righteoufnefs,  or  it  is  given  as  a  fign  of  an 
pypocrite  to  truft  iu  his  own  duties  $  and  they  fet 

Q  %  them* 
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fchemfelves  to  truft  in  Chrift,  and  they  think  they  do 
fomewhat  at  it.  But  their  way  of  living  is  upon  them- 
felves,  and  they  are  very  great  ftrangers  to  Ghrilt. 
This  is  not  the  guife  of  the  people  of  God,  Gal.  2.20. 
if  he  life  that  I  live  in  the  flejh>  I  live  by  the  faith  oj  the 

Son  of  God .  , 

3.  Such  perfons  as  cannot  venture  upon  Chriit^tw* 

they  are  in  the  dark  about  their  eft  ate.  When  they 
think  that  they  fee  fignsthat  they  are  converted,  then 
they  can  believe,  they  are  very  forward  ;  but  when  in 
the  dark>  no  Gofpel  encouragements  will  prevail  upon 
them.  A  Saint  may  find  it  very  difficult  at  fuch  a  time; 
fcut  a  falfe  heart  flays  till  he  can  difcern  fome  more 
hopes  of  his  good  condition  before  he  can  believe  : 

fuch  a  man  does  not  live  a  life  of  faith. 

Before  I  pafs  this  way  of  Trial,  I  attfwer 
fome  fDoubts  about  it,  that  fometimes  trouble  the  reo- 

^  Doubt.  1.  I  fear  Ido  not  live  a  life  of  faith,  becaufe 
J  find  abundance  of  unbelief ,  1  am  exceeding  dijtrufjut ; 
fee  little  at  I  might  to  fee  of  the  excellency  of  ChnJt,  oJ 
the  (lability  of  theCovenant, or  of  thefreenefs  ojGod  sGrace. 

yinf.  It  may  be  fo,  and  yet  your  faith  may  be  right : 
there  is  a  backwardnefs  in  Saints  to  believe,  Luk.  24. 

2(5.  O  fools  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe.  Saints  have 
but  a  little  faith  :  they  that  have  moft  have  but  a 
little,  Rev.  5.8.  This  is  the  general  complaint .  of 
the  people  of  God,  and  generally  it  is  from  faith,  that 
they  are  burdened  with  unbelief.  A  fpirit  ox  faith  makes 
inen  qualified  to  difcern  their  unbelief,  and  makes  men 

lee  an  heinous  evil  in  it.  .  . 

Doubt.  2.  I  fear  1  don't  live  a  life  of  faith,  becaufe 
J  am  very  ready  to  give  way  to  a  fpirit  of  carnal  com- 
dence  :  I  am  Jure  there  it  a  great  deal  of  falfe  faith  in 
m  if  there  be  any  finings  of  affection  I  am  ready  to 

idolize  them,  and  fay  upon  them  .  , 

(Anf.  You  may  poffibly  think  there  ismoie  carnal 

confidence  working  in  you  than  there  is.  Hope  ot 

your  good  condition  fhouli  be  flrengthned  by 
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fying  fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  they  are  good  figns  But  I 
grant  you  are  won’t  to  be  carnally  confident ,  tho  your 
faith  be  of  the  right  kind,  and  you  live  a  life  of  faith, 
yet  you  will  be  troubled  with  a  fpirit  of  carnal  confi* 
dence  as  long  as  you  live.  Mat.  13*  27.  4 Prov .  30.  6m 
Where  the  Apofile  fays.  We  have  no  confidence  in  the 
fiejb, Phil-  3.  3.  his  meaning  is  not  that  carnal  confi¬ 
dence  is  wholly  mortified  ;  but  their  Doctrine  was  that 
no  confidence  was  to  be  in  the  fielh,  and  they  allo-W* 
ed  none 

Doubt  3.  I  fear  I  don't  live  a  life  of  faith,  becaufe 
my  faith  brings  me  info  little  fuff  lies  of  grace  &  com- - 
fort ;  God  don't  feem  to  own  it. 

Anf.  You  gain  confiderably  by  your  faith,  if  you 
gain  this,  to  be  kept  following  of  God.  1  Tet-i.  5.  You 
muft  not  be  difeouraged,  becaufe  God  does  not  give 
you  fuch figns as  you  denre.  Joh.  20.  29.  Slejfedarc 
they  that  have  not  feen  and  yet  have  believed*  The 
meafures  of  comfort  that  God  gives  to  his  people  are 
very  various,  and  fometimes  God  puts  his  people  up¬ 
on  it,  againft  hope  to  believe  in  hope  :  and  that  is  z 
fign  of  a  good  faith,  when  a  man  fees  but  little  com¬ 
ing,  and  yet  will  believe  /till.  Rom.  4* Abraham 

againft  hope  believed  in  hope. 

Doubt.  4.  I  am  afraid  becaufe  I  am  fo  bold  to  trufi 
God  from  time  to  time ,  though  Ihavefo  much  fin z  I  am 
afraid  it  is  a  life  of  prefumptiony  not  faith. 

Anf.  There  is  indeed  a  boldnefs  to  truft  in  God 
from  confceits  of  metis  worth ;  that  is  not  right  ;  but 
there  is  a  twofold  boldnefs  that  God  will  never  blame 
men  for.  One  is,  the  bearing  up  of  their  heart  with 
the  hopes  of  God’s  favour  upon  good  experience  of 
it,  notwithftanding  fin.  Only  you  muft  beware  you 
do  not  make  light  of  fin,  becaufe  God  has  given  you 
fuch  hopes.  The  other  is,  a  depending  on  JefusChrift 
for  the  pardon  of  fin ;  and  accepting  God*s  offer  not¬ 
withftanding  your  fins  :  yea  though  you  have  not 
fuch  broken nefs  of  heart  as  does  become  you-  Hea 
4,  Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  Grace. 
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✓  . 

4.  Try  the  truth  of  your  faith  by  that  Holiness 
fcha't  does  accompany  and  flow  from  faith  in  JefusChriffi 
They  that  are  true  believers  do  lead  an  holy  life.  Ho- 
linels  does  accompany  faith.  And  therefore  believers 
are  commonly  in  Scripture  (tiled  Saints ,  2  Cor.  1.  1- 
There  is  a  concatenation  of  Graces.  Where  there  is 
one  Grace  there  is  all .  As  it  is  in  a  natural  man,  all 
the  natural  faculties  of  the  Soul  do  accompany  each 
Other,  they  live  and  dye  together  :  fo  it  is  with  the 
feveral  Graces  that  are  in  Saints ;  the  fame  principle 
of  Grace  does  enable  the  Squl  to  all  forts  of  holy 
actions  :  Grace  in  the  heart  is  but  one  principle,  tho" 
in  refped  of  its  various  adings  and  objects  it  does  re¬ 
ceive  various  denominations.  And  where-ever  faith 
is,  it  is  accompanied  with  univerfal  holinefs .  And 
therefore  holinefs  is  given  as  a  fign  and  character  of 
believers.  Gal.  5.  24.  T'hey  that  are  Chriffs  have  cru¬ 
cified  theflejh  with  the  affections  and  lufls.  The  act¬ 
ings  of  faith  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  exercife  of  other 
Graces-  Faith  is  always  attended  with  univerfal  ho¬ 
linefs.  Hence  there  are  fo  many  promifes  of  Salvation 
made  unto  thofe  that  are  holy.  Though  it  be  faith 
only  that  gives  men  a  title  to  heaven,  yet  there  are 
promifes  made  unto  holinefs,  becaufe  that  is  a  proper¬ 
ty  of  believers.  And  hence  alfo  there  are  fo  many 
threat nings  unto  thofe  that  live  unholily,  Heb*i2.  14. 
Without  holinefs  no  man  J hall  fee  the  Lord. 

And  indeed  holinefs  does  not  only  accompany  faith., 
but  the  exercife  of  it  does  flow  from  faith.  Faith  has 
a  great  influence  into  an  holy  life.  The  adings  of 
faith  upon  the  whole  word  of  God  does  greatly  quick¬ 
en  a  fpirit  of  obedience.  It  is  a  fpirit  of  faith  that 
makes  all  the  arguments  which  the  Scripture  is  full  of, 
to  become  powerful  upon  the  heart.  Whatever  God 
propofes  to  us  in  hisVord  to  make  us  obedient,it  will 
not  hgve  that  effed  upon  our  heart  if  it  be  not  enter¬ 
tained  by  faith.  Men  believe  commands,  encourage¬ 
ments,  threatnings,  andfo  they  become  efficacious  up- 

The  whole  word  ofGod  works  on  men 
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as  it  is  entertained  by  faith-  All  Graces  are  quickned 
and  drawn  into  exercife  in  this  way-  Men  believe  and 
1oopey  they  believe  and  love,  they  believe  and  repent* 
The  will  and  affections  never  aCfc  in  a  gracious  way, 
but  when  the  underftanding  does  difcover  ground  To 
to  do.  By  faith  we  underftand  fpiritual  things,  and  fo 
our  hearts  are  carried  after  them.  Whatever  Grace  is 
aCted,  faith  is  aCted  together  with  it :  and  therefore 
in  the  nth.  to  the  IIebrewsy  whatever  the  fPatriarchs 
did  and  fullered  for  God,  is  afcribed  to  faith* 

But  as  other  actings  of  faith  have  an  influence  into 
holinefs,  fo  in  a  fpecial  manner  the  actings  of  faith 
upon  fefus  Chrifl.  We  are  fanttifed  by  faith  in  him , 
ACt.  2 6.  18.  The  peculiar  a&ings  of  faith  on  Chrift 
have  a  fpecial  influence  into  an  holy  life  :  And  that 
two  ways, 

1.  Th  e  believing  of  the  Gofpel  does  in  its  own  nature 
fiir  up  men  to  holinefs .  When  men  by  faith  do  enter¬ 
tain  the  calls  of  God  in  the  Gofpel,  it  has  a  ftrong 
imprellion  on  their  hearts  to  move  them  to  holinefs. 
When  men  fee  the  readinefs  of  God  to  pardon  them, 
the  wonderful  Grace  of  God  in  the  Gofpel,  it  prevails 
with  them  to  lead  an  holy  life.  Pfal.  2 6*  23.  ‘Thy  lov¬ 
ing  kindnefs  is  before  mine  eyesy  and  I  have  walked  in 
thy  truth.  The  fenfe  of  the  Grace  of  God  apprehend¬ 
ed  by  faith,  makes  men  admire  the  glorious  excellen¬ 
cy  of  God,  love  God,  fear  to  offend  him,  troubled 
that  they  have  grieved  him  and  wronged  him.  The 
difcoveries  of  Gofpel  Grace  leave  an  everlafling  im- 
prejfion  upon  the  heart,  to  love  and  honour  God. 

2.  The  believing  on  Chrifl:  is  the  way  wherein  God 
has  promifed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  Sanfflification .  In 
this  way  God  gives  forth  the  affifiances  of  his  Spirit  for 
the  carrying  on  of  this  work.  God  in  the  invitations 
cf  the  Gofpel,  calls  us  to  glory  and  vertuey  2  Pet.  1.3. 
Faith  in  Chrift  is  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  of 
Grace,  and  therefore  thereby  God  becomes  engaged  to 
keep  men  in  the  ways  of  holinefs.  As  all  other  Cove - 
pm*  mercies.  are  made  over  to  the  foul  m  this  way  ;  fo 

likewife 


***  k  ^  7^ 


ait  The  Safety  of  Appearing  Chap.  IX. 

l'ifcewife  fanflifying  Grace.  And  befides,  that  God  has 
direfted  us  to  exercife  faith  upon  Chrift  for  fandfcifica- 
tion.  He  tells  us,  that  ‘without  him  we  can  do  nothing, 

•  Joh.  15.5.  that  he  is  made  to  us  for  fanBification,  1  Cor. 

1 1.  50.  that  whatever  we  do  in  word  or  deed,  we  mujl  do 
all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl,  Col-  5.  17. 
This  is  a  principal  means  prelcribed  unto  us  in  order 
to  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  SanBification.  We 
muft  attend  other  appointments  and  ordinances  of 
God  ;  prayer,  reading,  hearing,  facraments,  watching, 
meditating, &  Jim.  But  we  may  not  trufl  to  any  of  our 
own  ftrivings :  but  efpecially  attend  this  ordinance  of 
the  Covenant  of  Grace,  to  depend  upon  Chnft,as  be¬ 
ing  the  purchafer  and  the  difpenfer  of  this  bleiiing, 
waiting  for  the  influences  of  his  Spirit ;  and  in  this  way 
he  affiftsand  ftrengthens  his  to  lead  an  holy  life. 

For  the  opening  of  this  way  of  Trial,  we  may  con¬ 
fide  what  an  holy  life  is.  It  is  a  courfe  of  walking  itt 
all  God's  commandments,  from  a  gr acious  refpect ‘  unto 
God.  Here  you  may  diftinguilh  between  a  principle 
of  holinefs,  an  holy  frame,  an  holy  attion, and  an  holy 
life.  A  principle  of  holinefs  is  a  quality  enabling  and 
inclining  a  man  to  keep  all  God’s  commands,  out  of 
a  gracious  refped  unto  Cod.  An  holy  frame  is  a 
raifed  prevailing  difpofition  unto  holinefs,  by  the  ha¬ 
bit  it  is  difpofed  to  holinefs,  by  an  holy  frame  to  a 
more  ready  and  chearful  praBice  of  holinefs.  When 
the  heart  is  in  an  holy  frame,  it  is  like  an  mUrument 
in  tune  like  a  good  knife  that  has  a  good  edge.  An 
holy  akion  is  an  a&ion  commanded  of  God,done  out 
of agracious  refped  unto  God  An  holy  life  is  a 
courfe  of  walking  in  all  God  s  commands,  from  a 
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r  That  where  there  is  an  holy  life,  tnere  is  * 
walking:  in  all  God’s  commands  There  may  be.  a  re¬ 
formation  of  fome  particular  fins,  where  there  is  not 
an  holy  life  ;  any  one  way  of  fin  makes  a  man  s  life 
«nholyY  If  men  allow  any  way  of  difobedience,  the 
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life  is  not  holy.  In  an  holy  life  there  is  an  abftain- 
in<r  from  every  known  fin,  and  the  practice  of  every 
known  duty.  Luk.  i.tf,  They  wen  both  righteous  before 
God,  walking  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances . 
of  the  Lord  blamelefs-  He  that  leads  an  holy  life  does 
obferve  all  thofe  commands  that  dir  eft  his  outward 
behaviour  of  himfelf;  and  he  attends  all  thofe  com. 
mands  that  dired  the  carriage  and  behaviour  of  the 
heart.  Thofe  commands  that  require,  internal  duty, 
love,  fear,  &c.  and  thofe  that  do  require  the  right 
manner  of  doing  his  duty,  doing  of  it  for  God  s  glo¬ 
ry,  doing  of  it  in  the  name  of  Chrilb,  doing  of  it  with 
diligence,  with  delight.  The  calling  off  of  any  duty 

makes  the  life  unholy.  .  .  r  .  ,  <  « 

The  principle  of  Grace  that  is  in  a  Saint  does  both 

enable  and  incline  the  heart  to  keep  all  God’s  commands ; 
There  is  no  command  given  by  God,  but  there  is  a 
fuitable  inclination  in  the  heart  of  a  Saint  unto  itw 
There  be  in  the  heart  of  a  Saint  fome  general  inclina¬ 
tions  to  all  God's  commands  ;  fome  inclinations  that 
refpefk  every  one  of  God's  precepts  ;  that  are  prin¬ 
ciples  of  univerfal  obedience  ;  and  they  are  three  Jove 
to God,  fear  of  God,  and  faith  in  God;  thefe  three 
influence  a  man  to  all  that  obedience  that  God  re¬ 
quires;  thefe  incline  the  heart  to  do  every  thing  that 
God  requires.  Hence  fometimes  we  read  that  love 
makes  us  keep  God’s  commands,  i  Job .  5.  3.  So  all 
religion  is  called  the  fear  of  Gody  becaufe  that  influ¬ 
ences  all,  Ifaiy  50. 10.  So  faith  is  a  general  principle 
of  obedience,  Heb.  n.  7,8.  And  beiides  thefe  there 
are  in  a  godly  man  more  particular  inclinations  to 
the  commands  feverally;  which  are  not  of  fuch  lati¬ 
tude,  thefe  are  the  off-fpring  of  the  other.  Thus  pa¬ 
tience  inclines  a  man  to  keep  fome  commands,  tempe¬ 
rance  others,  bounty  others,  pity^g thers.  z  ‘Pet.i.  5,  6^ 
But  this  walking  in  all  God's  commands  does  admit 
of  divers  degrees .  All  the  people  of  God  in  this  life 
fall  port  of  perfection,  and  fome  fall  far  fhort  of  that 

perfe&ion  that  others  do  attain-  Every  one  that  is 
*  '  '  travelling 
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travelling  in  a  path,  don’t  travel  with  equal  diligence 
and  fpeed.  So  here,  fome  are  more  dull,  heedlef$,and 
negligent  than  others  are.  And  many  Saints  do  fall 
fhort,  in  refpedt^  of  fome  outward  commands, 
of  fome  that  are  but  natural  men.  But  every  one  muft 
have  fuch  a  meafure  of  obedience  to  God’s  commands 
as  Ipeaks  faithfulnefs  ;  fuch  as  fpeaks  a  fpirit  of  fear, 
faith  and  love.  There  mu  ft  not  be  an  heart  allow¬ 
ance  of  any  fin.  The  confcience  of  a  natural  man  may 
allow  none ;  but  the  heart  and  will  of  a  Saint  does 
allow  none.  There  are  many  fins  which  a  Chriftian 
does  commit  often  in  a  day,  as  the  actings  of  unbelief, 
by-ends,  worldly-affedtions,and  pride  ,*  but  yet  he  does 
not  allow  them,  and  his  dilallowance  is  feen  in  adts 
of  hatred  towards  thefe  fins,  repenting  of  them,watch- 
hig  againft  them  out  of  hatred,  and  by  his  performing 
contrary  actions,  namely,  of  humility,  faith,  &c. 

Where  there  is  an  holy  life,  this  walking  in 
God’s  commands  is  in  a  courfe.  That  is  their  way, and 
manner  and  trade.  Whatever  exadtnefe  a  man  may 
have  for  a  fit ,  that  will  not  denominate  his  life  holy. 
He  that  leads  an  holy  life,  is  in  his  ordinary  courfe  ate 
tending  the  rules  of  holinefs,  and  that  not  only  rules 
of  external  obedience,  but  alfo  of  internal ;  reaching 
after  the  glory  of  God,  labouring  to  do  duties  with 
an  upright  heart,  watchful  againft  the  fecret  motions 
of  fin.  Adt.  24.  16 •  And  herein  do  I  exercife  my  felfi  to 
have  always  a  confcience  void  of  offence  towards  God  and 
towards  man.  Such  perfons  as  have  fangs  upon  their 
hearts  to  walk  in  God’s  ways,and  then  leave  off again, 
are  far  from  an  holy  life.  That  is  the  fpirit  of  a  wick¬ 
ed  man,  Pfal.  3<?«  31.  He  hath  left  off  to  be  wife  and  to 
do  good.  None  can  be  faid  to  live  an  holy  life,  but 
fuch  as  in  a  courfe  are  pradlifing  of  the  ways  of  God  ; 
and  it  is  thus  where  there  is  an  inward  principle  of 
holinefs.  Though  habitual  holinefs  be  not  fufficient 
in  order  to  the  pradtife  of  holinefs  without  divine 
affiftance ;  yet  God’s  ordinary  manner  is  to  aftift  all 
forts  of  principles  which  he  has  put  into  his  creatures; 
•  '  *  ajuf 
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and  he  has  promifed  alfo  fpecial  affiftance  untoGrace. 
So  that  they  that  have  a  principle  of  Grace,  are  walk¬ 
ing  in  their  ordinary  courfe  in  the  way  of  holinefs. 
Prov.  2.  22,  ^th at  thou  mayfi  walk  in  the  way  of  good 
men. 

But  though  they  that  lead  an  holy  life  keep  God’s 
commands  in  a  courfe,  yet  they  are  guilty  of  continual 
finning  againft  God.  The  corruption  that  is  in  the 
heart  of  a  Saint,  is  making  continual  opposition  unto 
holinefs-  As  for  the;  external  part  of  it,  many  a  man 
attends  that,  that  has  not  a  fpark  of  grace,*  and 
there  is  a  great  deal  in  a  Saint  befides  grace  that  helps 
him  to  obferve  the  outward  part  of  his  duty ;  pride,  co- 
vetoufnefs,  flavifh  fear,  contribute  much  to  that.  But 
there  is  abundance  of  oppofition  to  the  inward  part 
of  obedience,  faith,  love,<xc.  And  though  there  be  a 
courfe  of  holinefs,  and  time  after  time  an  exercife  of 
Grace,  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  the  inward  act¬ 
ings  of  grace  are  more  frequent  than  the  actings  of 
corruption:  without  queftion  the  cafe  is  far  otherwife. 
Though  grace  through  the  fpecial  prefence  of  God  is 
getting  forward  ;  yet  there  are  in  the  heart  of  a  Saint 
abundance  more  of  the  workings  of  pride  than  humilu 
ty>  unbelief  than  faith,  earthlinefs  than  heavenly  mind - 
ednefs.  The  be#  of  the  Saints  have  but  a  little  ftrength 3 
Rev.  3.  8.  A  Saint  commits  a  multitude  of  fins  every 
day :  and  the  a&ings  of  grace  are  few  comparatively. 

And  befides  this,  though  he  that  leads  an  holy 
life,  walks  inGod’s  commands  in  a  courfe,  yet  he  may 
ha vo  fome  fpecial  fits  of  finning.  As  he  that  is  wife 
may rin  a  fit  carry  himfelf  very  foolifhly,  fo  he  that  is 
godly,  may  in  a  fit  carry  himfelf  very  finfully.  A  meek 
man  may  have  a  fit  of  pafjion ,  as  hUofes  had ;  and  the 
father  of  the  faithful  may  have  a  fit  of  unbelief  There 
are  fometimes,  when  godly  men  have  ftrong  pangs  of 
corruption,  and  fin  does  prevail  not  only  over  grace,, 
but  over  confcience,  and  refpe6t  unto  their  credit,and 
every  thing  that  Hand  as  an  impediment  in  the  way 
1(:*  Corruption  may  overflow  all  its  banks;  and  for 
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a  turn  a  rood  man  may  carry  himfelf  very  badly*  And 
Ionic  of  the  people  of  God  hnvc  more  of  men 
pered  fits  than  others  have  ;  and  they  do  prevail  to  a 
greater  height  in  fome  than  in  others.  But  tnele  are 
but  fits  ;  the  ordinary  way  of  a  Saint  is  a  way  of  ooe- 

5.  Where  there  is  an  holy  life,  this  courle  of 
walking  in  God’s  commands,  is  out  of  a  gracious  re - 
fpett  unto  God.  There  be  thoufands  of  actions  that 
'are  materially  good,  that  are  not, formally  fo-  If  they 
be  done  meerly  from  f elf -love,  they  are  not  good,  it 
is  neceffary  that  they  be  done  out  of  a  gracious  relpect 
Unto  God.  I  rather  chofe  fo  to  exprefs  it,  than  to  lay 
they  mull  be  done  for  the  glory  of  God,  became  there 
are  fome  internal  actings  of  Grace*  wherein  the  lou 
has  no  end.  ■  Thus  when  God  draws  the  heart  to  love 
him,  the  man  has  no  end.  Thus  when  the  Spirit  ot 
God  makes  a  man’s  heart  break  for  fin*  he  has  no  de- 
fign  in  it :  when  a  man  fets  himfelf  to  mourn  for  lm 
he  has  an  end,  but  when  the  heart  is  grieved  for  lm, 
he  cannot  help  it.  He  has  no  defign  in  that,  though 
he  has  a  motive.  And  he  ever  has  a  gracious  refpett 
unto  God :  the  glorious  excellency  of  God  has  an  in¬ 
fluence  upon  his  heart.  There  are  fome  duties  t  a 
cannot  be  done  but  from  a  gracious  refpett  unto  God. 
There  are  fome  holy  a&ions  that  cannot  be  done  but 
bv  a  principle  of  Grace  ;  as  to  believe  tn  fefusCbi  iff, 
to  love  Goa,  to  hate  fin  Another  man  that  has  not 

grace  may  imitate  thefe,  but  he  can  t  do  them.  What 
faith  he  has,and  love,  tfc  differs  toto  genere from  the 
faith  and  love  that  is  in  Saints.  Thefe  holy  actions 
cannot  be  done  but  by  a  gracious  refpeA  unto  God 
Selfilh  confiderations  may  have  lome  influence  into 
thefe,  as  God’s  love  to  us  has  fome  influence  into  our 
Jove  to  him  ;  but  in  thefe  aft  ions  the  foul  is  princi- 
oallv  fwayed  by  a  gracious  refpedt  unto  God.  Job.yi. 
?  tfAnd  fuch  other  afts  of  obedience  as  may  be  done 
▼neerlv  upon  felfijh  confiderations,  are  done  by  him  that 
lives  an  holy  life  principally  upon  fpiritual  confident- 
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tions.  Mat.  10. 42.  yet  in  a  fubordinate  way  he  does, 
and  may  make  ufe  of  felfifh  confiderations  ;  and  fuch 
as  moral  men  are  fwayed  by  :  fuch  considerations  in 
their  place  are  of  weight.  God  urges  them  in  his 
word,  as  the  examples  of  men,  the  benefit  of  holinefs, 
the  punijbment  of  fin.  Men  muft  not  condemn  them- 
felves,  becaufe  they  have  a  refpeft  unto  fuch  things 
in  their  obedience.  Heb.  11.  7,22. , 

From  this  way  of  Trial  we  may  conclude  three 
forts  of  men  to  have  no  true  faith. 

1.  Such  perfons  as  live  from  time  to  time  in  difo - 
hedience  unto  God.  There  be  pretenders  to  faith,  that 
live  an  irreligious  and  carnal  life  ;  if  they  live  notin 
any  fenfual  lufts,  yet  are  indulging  themfelves'  in  o- 
ther  fins,  regardlefs  of  fan&ifying  the  Sabbath,  neg¬ 
lecting  prayer,  allowing  themfelves  in  worldlinels, 
pride,  malice,  and  the  like,  fames  has  given  us  the 
charafter  of  the  faith  of  fuch  men.  Jam,  2.  26.  Faith 
without  works  is  dead.  The  Gofpel  is  a  doBrine  ac~ 
cording  to  godlinefs  ;  there  is  no  more  effectual  means 
to  purge  away  fin  than  faith  in  jefus  Chrift,  fit.  2. 
11,  12,  Faith  is  an  heart-purifying  grace.  Act.  15.  9. 
Thofe  that  believe  in  Chrift  have  falvation  begun  in 
them  here,  they  are  fayed  from  the  dominion  of  fin  : 
and  therefore  thofe  men  that  do  indulge  themfelves 
in  any  luft  are  deftitute  of  faith,  whatever  their  pre-* 
tences  be-  Whatever  they  tell  of  their  comforts  and 
difcoverieSy  they  have  but  a  jfhadow  of  faith  ;  if  they 
had  faith  as  a  grain  of  muftardfeed9  thofe  corruptions 
would  be  removed.  Faith  don’t  work  by  wantonneis, 
and  malice,  and  fenfuality,  and  worldlinefs,  but  by 
love9  Gal.  5.  6 .  Such  men  dream  they  have  faith.  Can 
men  believe  in  Chrift,  and  be  fervants  unto  Satan  ? 
Are  men  believers,  yet  rebellious  perfons  ?  Do  men 
receive  the  grace ,  and  reje£t  the  holinefs  of  God  ?  Do 
men  take  Chrift  for  their  Priefi ,  and  the  Devil  for 
their  King  ?  If  faith  were  in  mens  hearts,  thofe  lufts 
would  never  reft  there  ;  faith  would  be  purging  of 
ifoem  out.  Such  unholy  perfons  do  not  adorn  the  Gofi 
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pel,  but  are  blemifhes  to  the  focieties  to  which  they 
do  belong.  The  Scripture  gives  us  an  account  of  the 
humility,  heavenly-mindednefs,  love*  felf-denial  of 
believers  ;  and  if  thefe  men  be  believers, they  are  of 
another  kind  then  the  Scripture  tells  us  of ;  fuch  men 
do  turn  the  grace  of  God  into  wantonnefs ;  as  if  Chrift 
(fame  into  the  world  to  procure  them  a  liberty  to  fin 
\Vithout  danger,  as  if  the  Gofpel  did  countenance  ini¬ 
quity.  Such  men  are  not  guilty  of  deceiving  many 
others ;  if  the  finfulnefs  of  their  ways  be  known, men 
may  eafily  tell  what  their  faith  is  ;  and  if  they  were 
not  ft  ark  blind ,  they  could  not  deceive  themf elves  : 
but  if  they  hope  for  heaven  in  this  way,  they  will 
furely  be  miftaken.  God  threatens  them  with  dam¬ 
nation,  2  ‘Pet,  3.7.  They  that  continue  ungodly* 
will  as  certainly  perifh,  as  if  there  were  no  Gofpel. 
Indeed  fuch  men  are  not  fit  to  be  faved  ,*  they  are  not 
fit  for  the  company  that  is  in  heaven,  for  the  comfort 
that  is  there,  nor  for  the  employment  that  is  there. 

2.  Such  perlons  as  are  obferving  God’s  commands 
only  under  fome  pangs.  For  a  time  they  fet  themfelves 
carefully  to  do  their  duty,  and  make  confidence  of 
their  duty,  and  reform  things  that  are  amifs,  and  after¬ 
wards  they  wither  away  again,  and  from  one  negledl 
fall  to  another,  they  grow  bold  to  fin,  and  carelefs  of 
duty ;  lie  in  the  p  racftife  of  evil.  They  had  a  fit  of 
religion ,  but  have  loft  it-  Such  men  have  no  faith.  If 
men  had  faith,  they  would  continue  in  the  pradtife  of 
God’s  will.  Unbelief  makes  men  depart  from  Godfiltb. 
3.12-  Faith  is  a  prefervative  from  apoftacy,  Heb.10.39* 
We  are  not  of  them  that  draw  back  unto  perdition ,  but 
of  them  that  believe  to  the  Caving  of  the  foul .  Such 
men  as  have  once  been  zealous  in  religion,  and  now 
don’t  regard  it,  or  live  in  any  way  of  difobedience,have 
no  true  faith.  Faith  will  not  preferve  men  from  fall¬ 
ing,  but  it  will  from  falling  away,  and  from  a  courf® 

of  difobedience.  ^ 

3,  Such  perfons  as  do  not  walk  in  God  s  commands 

m  of  a  gracious  refpeft  unto  him.  Though  they  be 

exceed^ 
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exceeding  diligent  and  confciencious  ;  yet  they  are 
not  a£ted  from  fpiritual  confederations.  They  do  not 
duties  from  a  fpirit  of  obedience*  and  for  the  glory 
of  God*  and  from  a  true  fenfe  what  a  glorious  God 
this  is*  Thefe  men  have  no  faith  ,  for  they  have  no 
true  holinefs.  They  have  no  faith,  for  by  faith  men 
come  to  have  a  fpiritual  undemanding  of  the  glorious 
excellency  of  God,  and  if  they  understood  that,  they 
would  ferve  him  becaufe  he  is  fuch.  And  hence  thole 
men  that  are  a6ted  by  a  principle  of  tno>  ality  in  their 
religion,  have  no  faith  ;  and  thole  men  that  are 
adled  only  by  an  awakened  confcience,have  no  faith* 
Many  men  are  terrified  and  feared  into  religion,  out 
of  a  fpirit  of  fear  they  reform  and  do  duty  ,  but  this 
is  not  real  holinefs.  An  enlightened  confcience  is 
not  fufficient  to  make  a  man  perform  any  one  holy 
adlion.  *°hough  men  abound  in  duties  of  religion,  yet 
if  it  be  not  from  a  right  motive ,  they  have  no  faith  £ 
for  all  their  duties  are  but  hypocrijy .  Not  only  when 
men  make  it  their  great  end  to  get  wealth  and  repu¬ 
tation,  but  when  they  make  it  their  great  end  to  £jet 
peace  of  confcience,  deliverance  from  hell,  and  tn© 
joys  of  heaven  :  if  fuch  things  as  thefe  be  the  great 
things  that  have  an  influence  into  mens  religion,  God 
will  not  accept  of  it.  Faith  makes  men  ferve  God 
from  a  fpirit  of  love.  Gal.  5,  6.  Faith -—which  work* 
9th  by  leve. 

Befor  e  I  pafs  this  way  of  Trial,  I  fhall  anfwec 
feme  doubts  that  may  arife  in  the  hearts  of  the  peopl® 
of  God. 

Doubt.  1.  I  fear  whether  1  have  any  true  holinefs 
iecaufe  I fee  fuch  aBings  of  corruption  as  feems  imon*, 
fiftent  with  holinefs ,  and  love  to  God , 

Anf.  There  may  be  fuch  actings  of  corruption  lit 
.a  Saint  as  are  inconfefient  with  the  a£lual  love  of  God  j- 
but  men  are  often  miftaken,  in  thinking  that  fulfill 
a&ings  are  not  confiftent  with  the  habitual  lo&e  o£ 
Cod.  Many  times  a  man  fees  fuch  workings  of  Grace 
* s  to  him  inconfiftenvwitb  fuch  finfui  inclinatk 

jt 
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ons  as  afterwards  he  finds  in  his  heart  ;  fo  Vis  here, 
but  there  is  no  aft  of  fin, (the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft 
exceptedj)  but  is  confident  with  habitual  grace.  What¬ 
ever  luft  is  in  the  heart,  it  it  may  be  drawn  into  aft 
notwithftanding  the  being  of  Grace.  That  Grace 
that  does  not  altogether  deftroy  the  difpofition, cannot 
altogether  hinder  the  working  of  it.  There  needs 
more  than  the  being  of  Grace,  to  hinder  the  workings 

ofthevileft  corruptions,  Jonah  4-  9- 

Doubt  2.  1 fear  fee  aufe  in  thofe  conflicts  that  I  have, 
fin  gets  the  upper  hand  ;  I  fet  my  felj  to  carry  patient¬ 
ly,  and  yet  am  carried  away  with  impatience  ;  and  I 
fet  my  felf  againfi  fuch  a  temptation ,  and  yet  am  out-ha* 
AnL  They  may  be  overcome  in  a  particular  skir- 
mifli,  that  may  overcome  in  the  war.  A  godly  man 
is  many  times  out-bid  in  his  conflifts  with  corruption, 
that  argues  the  weaknefs,  not  the  total  want  of  grace. 
Grace  is  fometimes  under  the  hatches,  corruption 
comes  like  a  ftorm,and  bears  down  all  before  it*  Cor¬ 
ruption  does  not  only  out-bid  Confidence,  but  Grace 
too.  If  a  man  throw  a  ball  right  forward,  the  itrength 

of  the  bias  carries  it  afide.  ,  .  .  rir . 

Doubt  3.  If  ear,  bee  aufe  I  find  afpmt  tn  myfeljto 

fee k  tny  happinefs  in  tie  world,  and  to  mourn  j  or  ajjuc- 

tion  as  the  greatefi  evil.  .  , 

Anf.  Every  one  that  has  any  worldly  love,  and 

carnal  forrowhas  this  fpirit.  Worldly  love  is  not  a 
loving  of  the  world  only,  but  a  loving  of  tt  more  than 
God .  So  carnal  forrow  is  not  a  mourning  tor  amicti- 
ons,  but  a  mourning  for  them  as  the  greateft  evil.  He 
that  is  under  the  power  of  worldlinefs,  has  this  ipint 
Feigning  in  him  :  But  godly  men  fo  far  as  they  are 
unregenerate,  and  a£led  by  a  worldly  ffitrit  do  prefer 
the  world  above  God,  and  make  the  world  theirGod, 
The  fpirit  of  worldlinefs  is  to  idolize  the  world.  But 
notwithftanding  this,  you  may  love  God  above  the 
world,  and  mourn  for  fin  above  any  affh&ion.  T 
there  be  a  fpirit  to  prize  the  world  above  God,  yet 
there  may  be  another  flint  in  you  to  prize  God  abo 
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all  things;  .and  where  there  is  any  degree  of  true  love 
to  God,  there  is  a  loving  of  God  above  all :  the  unre- 
generate  part  loves  other  things  more  than  God  ;  the 
regenerate,  loves  God  more  than  all  other  things. 

Doubt  4.  I fear,  becaufe  I  commit  fuch  fins  foon  a- 
gain ,  as  I  have  been  mourning  for. 

Anf  It  is  true  that  mourning  for  fin  does  mortify  fin^ 
and  leave  the  heart  more  fortified  againfl  the  tempta¬ 
tion  ;  yet  the  fame  corruption  is  in  the  heart  ftill. 
And  fometimes  that  carnal  confidence  that  grows  up¬ 
on  mens  mourning  does  expofe  fome  to  the  fame  fin. 
A  man  may  do  that  many  times  that  he  hates,  Rom. 7, 
15.  The  hearts  even  of  godly  men  are  extreamly 
tainted  with  fin. 
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USE.  III.  Exhortation.  To  Awakened  Sinners, ,  to 
believe  on  the  Righteoufnefs  of  CHRIST'  JESUS. 


Use.IIL  MMMFhhe  fafe  appearing  beforeGod  in  the 
M  I  M  RighteoufnefsofChrift,here  is  ground 
WWW  ofExHORTATioN  toallfuchasaretf- 
wakened,  to  believe  in  this  Righteoufnefs.  Such  finners 
whofe  Confidences  are  indeed  awakened,  are  deeply 
concerned  how  they  fhall  appear  before  God.  While 
other  men  are  bufying  themlelves  to  get  worldly  com¬ 
forts,  feeking  a  felicity  in  this  world,  and  calling  off 

the  care  of  their  fouls,  you  are  making  it  your  bufi- 
neis  to  get  into  fuch  a  condition  that  you  may  be  ac¬ 
cepted  with  God  ;  that  you  may  not  mils  of  eternal 
c  Yat.10n :  R  is  a  matter  of  trembling  to  you  to  think 
f  f  being  a  caft-away  ;  you  dread  the  thoughts  of  dam- 

?  nation^ 
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nation,  and  are  willing  to  take  any  pains  that  youmay 
avoid  it.  You  have  been  labouring  (ox peace  andean’ t 
get  it,  you  Lave  been  fearching  for  it  as  for  hid  trea- 
fures,  but  hitherto  you  have  not  obtained  it ;  you 
would  fain'  be  faved  at  laft,  what  ever  trouble  you  go 
through  here  ;  though  you  fhould  be  poor  in  this 
world,  affliefted  all  your  days,  if  you  might  be  laved, 
then  you  have  your  defire.  Such  perfons  are  exhort¬ 
ed  from  hence  to  venture  their  fouls  upon  the  righteoul- 
fiefs  of  Chrift.  It  is  natural  to  fuch  men  to  feek  help 
from  their  own  righteoulnefs  ;  but  beware  of  that,  ma¬ 
ny  a  foul  has  been  loft  in  that  way.  That  way  o \  JelJ~ 
righteoufnefs  is  fprinkled  wdththe  blood  of  Souls.  Ma¬ 
ny  a  man  and  woman  have  been  undone  in  taking  that 
by-path.  As  you  defire  the  welfare  of  your  Souls, 
come  to,  and  accept  of  Jefus  Chrift  ;  roll  your  felves 
upon  him,  make  him  your  flay  and  your  refuge :  rlee 
for  refuge  to  the  hope  fet  before  you,  Heb.  6.  io.  Del- 
pair  of  all  other  methods  of  Salvation,  andtruft  alone 
in  Iesus  Christ  :  let  fall  all  other  pleas,  as  iuch 
that  can  ftand  you  in  no  ftead,  and  venture  the  caie 
of  your  foul  upon  this  plea  of  Chiift  s  righteou  ne  s, 
lay  up  all  your  hopes  in  Chrift ;  have  your  whole  de¬ 
pendence  upon  his  righteoufnefs.  ire 

Iesus  Christ  has  made  a  compleat  purchaie  of 

Salvation  :  He  has  bought  off  the  guilt  of  fin,and  has 
bought  bleffednefs  and  life  eternal  for  tinners.  Ana 
God  has  flared  this  law  of  Grace,  that  he  that  believes 
in  Chrift  (ball  be  faved  by  him.  God  has  conftituted 
a  role  of  forgive nefs  &  falvation  God  has  conftituted 
a  new  Covenant,  according  to  which  he  will  dilpenle 
life  unto  Tinners.  He  tenders  a  new  Covenant  unto 


fromChrift’s  righteoufnefs.  God  tells  us  upon  what  term 
we  toil  have  life  ;  he  has  ftated  the  method  where- 


according  to  which  we  may  receive  juflification 
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fromChrift.  If  men  come  not  to  thefe  terms  the  ffiall 
perifh,  notwithstanding  the  purchafe  of  Chrift.  *Ti$ 
only  in  a  way  of  believing  that  men  ccme  to  have 
any  faving  benefit  by  Chrift  ,  believing  in  Chrift^  is 
the  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace*  This  is  in¬ 
deed  a  fuitable  way  for  our  partaking  of  the  benefits 
of  Chrift.  ’Tis  luitable  that  they  fhould  accept  of  the 
grace  of  God  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  that  are  la¬ 
ved  by  them.  It  is  very  meet  that  falvation  fhould 
be  in  fuch  a  way,  that  the  honour  of  God's  grace  and 
Chrift’s  righteoufnefs  may  be  preierved  ,  yet  the  great 
reafonof  God’s  ftating  this  way  of  Salvation  by  faith 
was  his  fovereign  pleafure .  There  was  no  abfolute 
neceftity  of  this,  that  Salvation  by  Chrift  fhould  be  .ob¬ 
tained  in  a  way  of  believing.  Faith  interefts  us  in 
Chrift,  but  it  is  not  through  any  natural  vertuc  in  faith, 
but  by  the  free  confutation  of  God.  The  influence 
that  faith  has  into  our  juftifi, cation  and  falvationfts  by 
God's  appointment .  God  has  voluntarily  ftatedhislaw 
of  Grace.  There  was  no  neceftity  that  there  fhould 
be  any  condition  at  all  laid  upon  us.  God  might 
without  the  performing  of  any  condition,  have  juftifi- 
ed  us  by  Chrift,  As  we  were  made  finners  by  the 
fin  of  Adam  without  our  confent,  fo  might  we  have 
been  made  righteous  without  our  ‘  conlent.  ^  But  it 
pleafes  God  to  require  a  condition:  which  feems  to 
be,  partly ,  that  we  may  have  Salvation  in  the  way  qf 
a  Covenant ,  which  is  for  our  comfort ;  partly ,  ta  ren¬ 
der  them  that  refufe  the  condition  the  more  inexeyfa- 
ble.  The  pleafure  of  God  is  the  reafon.  that  there 
was  a  condition,  and  likewife  that  faith  is  the  con¬ 
dition.  If  he  had  made  love  to  himfelf,  or  forrow  for 
fin  the  condition,  that  would  have  carried  a  face,  as  if 
juftification  were  the  reward  of  our  works  ;  yet  God 
might  have  done  it  if  he  had  pleafed  :  but  he  has 
Hated  this  law  of  Grace,  that  he  that  beljcvetb  pall 
befaved ,  Adt.  10.  43.  Whoever  believeth  on  him  pall 
have  remiffwn  of  fins .  This  is  the  covenant  of  moycu 
$i#tiofto  Therefore  as  you  do  defire  everlafting  blef- 

'  *  ftdnefs 
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fednefs  venture  your  fouls  upon  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift  :  this  is  a  way  of  fafety. 

In  urging  this  Exhortation,  I  Ihal  1, 

!•  PpvEsent  fome  Motives  before  you. 

i.  Me  N'T  i  on  fome  Conf derations  further  to  inforce 
thole  Motives. 

3.  Answer  fuch  Objections  as  awakened  finners 
are  wont  to  make. 

1.  One  Motive,  is  the  great  fin  of  rejecting  of 
Chrifly  and  not  coming  unto  him.  Men  have  reafon 
to  be  afraid  to  continue  in  unbelief,  becaufe  there  is 
fo  much  iin  and  iniquity  in  it.  Many  awakened  lin¬ 
gers  that  do  confefs  and  bewail  other  fins, and  fpeak  of 
them  with  bitternefs  of  fpirit ;  do  not  lye  under  the 
fenfe  of  this  fin  ,*  here  they  are  ready  to  excufe  them- 
felves  or  juitify  themfelves ;  they  don’t  take  the  blame 
of  their  rejecting  of  Chrift  to  themfelves  :  they  plpad 
for  that,  and  vindicate  themfelves  as  if  it  was  not  their 
fault,  as  if  they  had  not  fufficient  reafon  to  believe. 
But  herein  you  are  greatly  miftaken.  You  look  upon  • 
your  unbelief  to  be  your  infirmity  and  calamity,  but 
not  your  fin  :  this  is  a  meer  delufion.  The  profefled 
rejecting  of  Chrift  was  that  which  filled  up  the  mea¬ 
sure  of  the  Jews  fins  :  and  the  heart  rejecting  of  Chrift 
is  fin.Joh.itf.p.  The  comforter  pall  convinceof fnjbecaufe 
they  believe  not  in  me •  Andrho’  this  heart-rejecfting  of 
Chnffc  be  not  a  flagitious,  yet  it  is  a  crying  fin.  You 
cannot  anger  God  more  by  any  thing,  than  by  conti¬ 
nuing  in  the  neglect  of  Chrift :  this  is  the  great  con- 
troverfy  that  God  hath  with  finners,  not  that  they 
have  been  guilty  of  thefe  or  thofe  particular  tranf- 
greflions,but  that  they  abide  in  the  rejection  oftheGofi 
pel.  You  may  fee  the  greatnefs  of  this  fin,by  the  many 
rules'  that  are  broken  by  this  fin,  &  by  th  T fountain  of  it. 

:  .i.  See  the  greatnefs  of  the  fin  by  the  many  laws 
and  rules  that  are  broken  by  it.  Men  do  violate  many 
Commandments  at  once  in  this  fin  ;  it  is  a  complica¬ 
ted  iniquity  ;  it  is  not  a  fingle  fin,  but  many  evils  are 
twilled  together  in  it :  the  reje&ing  of  Chrift  crofles 
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a  great  many  rules ;  men  by  their  unbelief  do  call  a- 
bundance  of  dilhonour  upon  God,and  lie  in  the  breach 

of  many  precepts.  *  .  c  r 

There  are  many  rules  broken  by  this  iin.  ror, 

1  You  break  that  particular  command  of  believing 
in  Chrifi.  Believing  in  Chrifi:  is  not  only  according 
to  many  general  rules,  but  there  is  a  fpecial  command 
for  it-  We  may  not  only  argue  this  duty  by  confe- 
ouence  from  fome  general  precepts,  but  heie  is  an 
exprefs  commandment  for  it  ;  it  is  in  terminis  requir¬ 
ed  As  we  are  befeeched  to  believe  and  invited/o  we 
are  required,  joh.  6. 29.  I'his  is  the  work  of  Gody  that 
•we  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath fent.  1  Joh. 3. 23.  This 
is  his  commandment ,  that  we  fiould  believe  on  the  name 
of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrifi .  So  that  by  negle&ing  to  come 
to  Chrill,  you  break  a  plain  exprefs  precept  3  you 
carry  contrary  to  the  very  letter  of  the  word  of  God* 
If  it  were  not  fo  exprefly  fet  down,  there  might  be 
more  pretence  for  cavilling;  you  might  have  more  to 
plead  that  there  was  fome  miltake  in  mens  arguing 
this  to  be  a  duty ;  but  now  you  do  oppofe  a  plain  di¬ 
rect  precept.  What  colour  can  men  nave  to  quellion 
whither  it  be  their  duty,  when  it  is  fet  down  in  the 
Scripture  in  lo  many  letters  and  fyllables  ?  Some  a- 
wakned  limners  that  have  reformed  their  former  ways 
of  lln,  and  taken  up  a  courfe  of  Religion,  are  apt  to 
pleafe  themfelves  that  they  don't  live  in  anyknown  lln, 
whereas  they  live  all  the  while  in  the  neglect  of  coming 
unto  Chrill  :  but  howcanyoufoothupyourfelves  with 
this, when  you  neglect  a  plain  &exprefs  commandment? 

1.  You  deny  to  Jefus  Chrifi  the  honour  of  bis  Media¬ 
tory  Office  ;  and  of  that  great  Sacrifice  that  he  has  of¬ 
fered  up  unto  God.  God  had  made  Chrill  Mediator ; 
he  has  committed  the  work  of  reconciliation  unto 
Chrill,  and  Jefus  Chrill  has  undertaken  it:  He  was  e- 
very  way  furnilhed  for  it,  and  has  difcharged  it ;  and 
upon  that  account  he  is  worthy  to  be  depended  upon. 
Faith  in  him  is  an  honour  due  to  him.  Rev.  5. 1 2.  Wor¬ 
thy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  Jlainfifc.  But  by  your  re- 
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jeftingof  him,youwith-hold  that  honour  that  belongs 
to  him,  you  deny  him  the  honour  of  having  made  fa - 
tlsf  action  for  fin. *  You  fhould  honour  every  one  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  defert,  but  you  cajt  contempt  upon  his  Sa¬ 
crifice  as  if  it  were  not  lufficient  for  you.  You  dis¬ 
parage  him  when  you  are  afraid  to  venture  upon  him ; 
you  call  great  reflections  as  if  there  were  no  fuch  vir¬ 
tue  in  his  death  and  righteoufnefs  as  is  pretended  : 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  defpifing  of  Chrift.  You  belie 
him ;  the  language  of  unbelief  is,  that  his  blood  is  not 
precious, that  it  does  not  cleanfe  from  all  fin ;  that  his 
Sacrifice  is  not  pleafing  unto  God ;  that  the  gold  he 
tenders  will  not  make  you  rich,  that  the  white  rai¬ 
ment  he  offers  will  not  hide  your  fhame  :  thus  Jefus  is 
flighted  and  undervalued  by  every  unbeliever;  they 
have  low  thoughts  of  Chrift,  and  carry  themfelves 
accordingly. 

3-  You  ca ft  great  contempt  upon  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  finding  out  luch  a  way  of  Salvation.  This  is  a  way 
that  God  in  infinite  wifdom  has  contrived.  Colof.  z, 
5.  There  are  in  Chrift  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge.  But  you  do  defert  this  way  as  an  unfafe 
way ;  you  dare  not  venture  your  felves  in  this  way. 
as  if  God  when  he  undertook  to  find  out  a  way  to 
bring  finners  unto  glory  miffed  it,  and  did  not  difeo- 
ver  a  way  that  will  do.  That  commends  this  way  of 
life  to  us  that  God  himfelf  contrived  ity  it  is  not  the 
invention  of  man ;  a  thing  plotted  and  devifed  by 
any  finite  underflanding,  but  the  contrivance  of 
God  himfelf*  But  you  by  refufing  of  Chrift  carry  as 
if  this  were  a  deceitful  way,  as  it  this  way  did  not 
reach  the  needs  of  your  foul.  This  veay  is  chofen  of 
God ,  and  refufed  by  you ;  as  if  you  underftood  better 
rhan  God  what  you  needed. 

4.  You  refufe  wonderful  love.  To  rejeft  the  kind- 
Stei's  and  love  of  God  is  an  abufe  of  it.  You  ought 
with  thankfulnefs  to  entertain  God’s  love;  but  by  re- 
jefting  of  Chrift,  you  reject  the  greatefllove  that  ever 

was  revealed*  Was  it  not  an  aft  of  wonderful  love 
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for  God  to  fend  his  Son  to  dye  for  ns  ?  What  need 
had  he  to  be  at  any  fuch  coll,  if  we  had  been  all 
damned, what  would  he  have  loft  by  it  ?  We  may  fee 
in  this,  how7  deeply  the  heart  of  God  was  corner  ml 
in  our  falvation.  He  did  that  for  us  which  would 
have  been  too  much  for  us  to  have  asked.  We  may 
well  wonder  that  God  would  be  willing  to  do  fuch  a 
thing  for  our  falvation.  It  was  a  great  thing  for  God 
to  be  willing  that  linners  'fhould  be  faved :  but  for 
him  to  lay  out  hiinfelf  fo  in  order  to  it  was  much 
more.  Job.  v  1 6.  God  Jo  loved  the  world.  And  again, 
it  was  a  great  aft  oi  love  for  God  to  make  fuch  a  law 
of  grace ,  that  he  that  helieveth  fall  he  faved.  That 
he  ftiould  make  fo  fmall  a  thing  the  condition  of  fal¬ 
vation,  and  fay  to  us  as  the  Prophet  did  to  him,  wajk 
and  he  clean.  If  God  had  laid  the  foreft  burdens  up¬ 
on  us,  and  put  us  upon  never  fo  many  difficulties  as 
the  condition  of  falvation,  we  ftiould  have  had  rea~ 
fon  to  blefs  his  name ;  but  he  only  lays  this  condition 
on  us,  to  accept  his  offer.  It  was  great  love  that  God 
fhould  make  this  offer  to  you,  when  he  pajfes  by  thou- 
fands  in  the  world,  and  never  fpeak  a  word  to  them 
about  the  way  of  life,  yet  opens  this  way  to  you,  re¬ 
vealing  of  it,  and  calling  upon  you  to  be  faved.  He 
caft  your  lot  in  a  time  when  and  where  thefe  offers 
ftiould  be  made ;  and  the  way  of  life  is  held  forth 
with  all  plainnefs.  And  when  he  has  fnatched  others 
away  younger  than  you,  he  is  yet  waiting  upon  you*, 
keeps  knocking  at  your  door;  and  upon  this  account 
you  are  utterly  inexcufable  in  refufmg  to  come  to 
thrift.  Shall  God  be  at  a  great  deal  of  coft  and 
care  in  order  to  your  falvation,  and  will  you  not  ac¬ 
cept  of  his  Son?  Shall  thrift,  make  a  journey  from 
heaven  to  fave  you,  and  fo  abafe  himfelf,  and  lhall 
he  loofe  his  labour  ?  God  in  compaflion  has  provided 
bread  for  you,  and  will  you  not  eat  it,  a  garment  for 
you,  and  will  you  not  put  it  on?  Has  he  lent  dfPhyfu 
dan,  and  will  you  not  accept  his  help  ?  Are  God’s 
fcswels  earning  over  your  dying  fouls,  and  will  you  • 
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jteject  his  care  ?  indeed  when  you  refufe  Chrift  you 
defpife  the  tender  love  of  God.  And  that  heart  is  ve¬ 
ry  hard  that  can  flight  fuch  tender  love :  you  are  guil¬ 
ty  of  great  ingratitude  that  do  reject  this  offer ;  you  are 
greatly  injurious  unto  God  thus  to  blow  upon  his  love. 

5.  You  a<£t  contrary  to  felflove.  It  is  every  man’s 
duty  to  love  himfelf,  and  feek  his  own  good :  God 
commands  men  to  profecute  their  own  good  in  a  way 
of  fubordination  to  his  glory.  God  allows  no  man 
to  ruin  himfelf,  but  requires  them  to  feek  their  own 
welfare  all  their  days.  Mat.  6.  10.  And  indeed  what¬ 
ever  fin  a  man  commits  he  acts  contrary  to  the  rule 
of  felf-love,  all  fin  is  hurtful  and  not  beneficial  to 
men;  but  in  a  peculiar  manner  they  act  contrary  to 
this  rule  in  rejeffing  of  Chrift,  for  therein  they  refufe 
a  tender  of  bleffednefs.  Godin  the  Gofpel  is  offering 
falvation  unto  them  ;  if  they  will  but  accept  of  Chrift, 
they  fhall  immediately  be  made  heirs  of  bleffednefs : 
fo  that  in  refufing  Chrift  they  reject  at  once  all  the 
glory  of  heaven ,  and  the  great  fruits  of  Chrift’spur- 
chafe,  that  they  might  enjoy  here  in  this  world.  They 
are  enemies  to  themfelves,  put  away  falvation  from  them¬ 
felves.  You  act  in  this  thing  like  a  deadly  enemy 
to  your  own  foul.  If  a  man  that  were  poyfoned  fhould 
refufe  an  antidote,  if  he  that  was  condemned  fhould 
refufe  a  pardon,  would  they  not  be  therein  enemies 
to  themlelves  ?  fo  are  you  in  refufing  Chrift*  Prov. 
8.  3d,  All  they  that  hate  me  love  death . 

6.  You  hereby  hinder  your  felves  from  doing  any 

thing  that  is  good ;  from  doing  anything  in  obedience 
to  God.  By  neglecting  of  Chrift,  you  keep  your 
felves  in  a  way  of  difobedience;  the  rejecting  of  Chrift 
is  the  reafon  why  you  live  aii  unfpiritual  life.  Your 
neglecting  to  come  to  Chrift  makes  you  neglect  eve* 
ry  other  fpiritml  duty.  You  may  perform  indeed  ma¬ 
ny  external  duties,  and  attain  unto  inward  affections, 
but  you  will  never  do  any  duty  in  a  fpiritual  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  manner,  until  you  come  to  Chrift.  Faith  in 
Chrift  is  the  fir  ft  a£l  of  obedience  that  any  finner  does 
^  -  pefc 


Chap.  X.  in  'the  Righteoufnefs  of  Christ.  229 

perform.  That  man  that  don’t  believe  don’t  love 
God,  mourn  for  fin  aright,  nor  feek  the  glory  of  God, 
It  is  faith  that  purifies  the  heart,  Ad.  15.9.  It 
is  by  faith  that  a  man  firft  gives  up  himlelf  to  be 
God’s  fervant,  fo  that  by  negleding  to  believe  you 
bring  your  felves  under  a  neceflity  of  negleding  e- 
very  other  fpiritual  duty.  This  is  the  reafon  that 
whatever  you  do  in  religion  is  done  in  hypocrify. 

2.  You  may  fee  the  greatnefs  of  this  fin  in  not 
coming  to  Chrifi,  from  the  fountain  from  whence  it 
does  proceed.  In  fecure  finners  it  Hows  nextly  from 
a  contempt  of  falvation;  their  eyes  are  dazled  with 
the  glory  of  the  world ;  they  are  unfenfible  of  eter¬ 
nal  things,  they  regard  not  the  end,  and  therefore  it 
is  no  wonder  that  they  do  not  regard  the  means :  but 
in  awakened  finners,  the  negled  of  coming  to  Chrifi 
arifes  from  thefe  two  things, 

(1.)  PRIDE.  This  way  of  falvation  by  Chrifi: 
don’t  fuit  their  proud  fpirits.  God  has  chofen  fuch  a 
Way  of  life  a$  fuits  his  glorifying  hisGrace;  but  it  does 
not  fuit  with  their  haughty  hearts.  This  way  where¬ 
in  God  carries  away  all  the  glory  don’t  pleafe  them, 
and  hence  it  is  that  they  are  ftriving  by  all  ways  they 
can  devife  to  find  out  fome  other  method  wherein 
they  may  have  falvation ;  they  don’t  like  it  to  be  fo 
much  beholden  unto  God,  but  would  fain  find  forne- 
thing  in  themfelves  to  glory  in :  hence  they  have  an 
oppofition  o {  fpirit  to  coming  unto  Chrifi:,  [oh.  5. 40. 
Ton  will  not  come  to  me  that  you  may  have  life.  It  is 
not  meerly  from  weaknefs,  but  from  pride  and  ftur- 
dinefs  of  fpirit  that  they  don’t  come  unto  Chrifi:. 

(1.)  From  their  not  believing  the  teftimony  of  God. 
He  tells  them  plainly,  that  there  is  righteoufnefs  e- 
nough  for  them  in  Chrifi:,  that  if  they  will  come,  they 
fhall  be  faved ;  but  they  don’t  lay  weight  upon  the 
Word  of  God.  God’s  Word  don’t  remove  their 
doubts,  they  are  not  fatisfied  in  the  precioufnefs  of 
Chrifi5  $  righteoufnefs,  nor  in  the  riches  of  God’s  grace* 
Jior  in  the  liability  of  the  covenant ;  they  do  not  believe 

the 
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the  report  of  the  Gofpel.  Ifai.  53.  1.  And  hence 
they  don’t  fee  their  way  clear*  they  are  afraid  to 
come  to  Chrift,  they  imagine  it  will  be  preempti¬ 
on*  they  think  it  is  a  way  to  get  a  curfe  and  not  a 
blefting. 

1 2*  The  next  motive  is*  the  certain  mine  of  all  un¬ 
believers.  There  is  nothing  el(e  to  be  expected  if 
you  continue  to  rejeft  Jefus  Chrift,  but  to  be  deftroy- 
ed  for  ever  ;  the  mifcry  that  will  overtake  you  is  ex - 
weeding  great ;  ’tis  not  poverty,  ficknefs,  difgrace*  tem¬ 
poral  death,  but  fomewhat  ten  thoufand  times  worfe 
then  thofe  ;  this  is  that  that  the  eternal  ftate  of  your 
fouls  turns  upon  ;  if  you  come  not  unto  Chrift  you 
will  fall  fhort  of  everlafting  bleffednefs,  and  muft 
take  up  your  abode  among  Devils.  You  are  now  un¬ 
der  a  poifibility  of  enjoying  the  prefence  of  God,  and 
dwelling  in  the  higheft  heavens  in  unfpeakable  joy 
and  happinefs,  but  it  is  all  loft  and  gone  for  ever  if  you 
give  not  entertainment  to  the  invitations  of  the  Gof¬ 
pel  ;  and  after  you  have  fpent  a  few  days  in  vanity, 
you  muft  lie  down  in  forrow  and  have  your  portion  in 
the  loweft  hell.  Death  will  deliver  you  into  the  hands 
of  tormenters,  &  you  fhall  have  darknefs  without  light, 

Eain  without  eafe,  and  forrow  without  joy.  It  had 
een  better  for  you  if  you  had  never  been  born;  the 
wrath  of  God  w'ill  lie  like  a  talent  of  lead  upon  your 
foul-  You  will  have  no  friends  to  comfort  you, no  world¬ 
ly  enjoyments  to  refrefli  you,  no  hopes  to  fupport  you, 
but  fet  your  felf  to  bear  what  you  cannot  bear,  and  to 
endure  that  which  is  intolerable.  It  may  make  ones 
flefti  to  tremble,  to  think  what  miferies  fome  in  this 
world  have  endured  from  cruel  enemies,  and  bloody 
perfecutorSy  but  thofe  miferies  were  but  for  a  little 
time  and  fell  nextly  upon  the  body,  and  they  are  not 
to  be  compared  with  thofe  miferies  that  are  referved 
for  unbelievers  in  another  world.  Will  it  not 
be  a  dreadful  thing  to  be  feparated  from  the  joys  of 

heaven,  and  that  glorious  fociety  that  is  there  ?  Will 

it 
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it  not  be  dreadful  to  dwell  with  the  ^Devil  and  his  Art* 
gels  ?  Will  it  not  be  dreadful  to  be  left  to  the  terror 
of  a  guilty  confcience,  the  beginnings  whereof  here 
have  made  many  men  choofe  death  rather  than  life  ? 
Will  it  not  be  dreadful  to  be  filled  brim  full  with  the 
fiery  wrath  of  God  ?  to  have  every  limb  of  thy  body* 
and  faculty  of  thy  foul,  as  full  as  it  can  hold  of  the  in¬ 
dignation  of  the  Almighty  ?  How  loth  will  you  be 
when  it  comes  to,  to  enter  into  this  condition  ?  Men 
would  fhrink  into  nothing  if  it  were  podible ;  terrors 
will  take  hold  upon  then  'as  waters  ;  they  would  fain 
efcape  out  of  the  hands  of  revenging  juftice.  How 
will  you  draw  back  when  you  fee  your  felves  upon 
the  borders  of  deflruftion.  Men  would  be  glad  that 
the  Rocks  would  fall  upon  then?,  and  the  hills  cover  them* 
fo  they  might  but  efcape.  What  will  you  think  of  it 
when  the  Devil  fhall  lay  hold  of  you  to  drag  you 
down  to  hell  ?  How  will  you  cry  out  when  tumbling 
into  the  lake  that  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone  > 
What  can  comfort  you  in  that  condition  ?  Men  take 
great  delight  here  in  their  worldly  enjoyments  and 
pleafures,  but  what  comfort  will  it  be  to  have  had 
good  things  when  they  are  tormented  in  this  flame  ? 
Men  comfort  themfelves  here,  that  they  have  laid  a 
foundation  of  worldly  greatnefs  for  their  children, but 
what  comfort  will  it  be  to  them, to  think  that  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  eating  &  drinking,  &  [porting, when  they  are 
drinking  the  dregs^  of  the  wrath  of  God  ?  And  what¬ 
ever  honour  their  fons  come  to,  their  flefl  upon  them 
fhall  have  pain ,  and  their  foul  within  them  flail  mourn. 
You  have  much  to  do  now  to  bear  any  little  affliAion* 
and  how  do  you  think  to  go  throw  thefe  calamities, 
where  nothing  will  be  moderate,  where  all  evils  fhall 
fall  upon  you,  and  that  in  the  extremity  of  them?  You 
will  wring  your  hands,  and  tear  your  hair,  and  gnalh 
your  teeth,  and  curfe  your  day,  and  fill  hell  with  out¬ 
cries  and  lamentations  !  This  will  be  your  portion  if 
you  continue  torejeft  Jefus  Chrift.  Luk.  12-  4 6.  He 
flail  appoint  hit®  bis  portion  with  unbelievers.  It  is 
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not  a  matter  of  probability,  a  thing  only  to  be  much 
fufpe&ed,  but  beyond  all  queftion,  that  you  even  you 
are  a  damned  man  if  you  do  not  entertain  the  calls  of 
the  Gofpel ;  you  are  fpending  away  your  time  in  de¬ 
lays,  but  you  had  need  refolve  the  cafe  ;  if  you  refufe 
thrift  you  chuie  inilery,  you  chufe  death,  you  chufe 
eternal  damnation  ;  itand  out  from  Chrift  a  little  lon¬ 
ger,  you  are  a  gone  man !  Men  hope  God  will  not 
be  fo  hard  to  them  as  to  damn  them,  efpecially  con- 
lidering  the  fervices  they  have  done,  and  the  pains 
they  have  taken  in  religion  ;  but  there  is  one  law  for 
all  men  under  the  Gofpel.  He  that  believeth  not  fall 
he  damned.  Mat.  16.  1 6.  The  unbeliever  lies  open 
to  damnation  on  a  double  account  ;  upon  the  account 
of  his  other  fins ,  and  upon  the  account  of  his  unbelief 
Heb.  i.  3.  How  fall  we  efcape  if  we  negleEl  fo  great 
falvation  ?  Let  mens  other  qualifications  be  what  they 
will,  vet  if  they  believe  not ,  the  wrath  of  God  abideth 
upon  them ,  Joh.  3.  3d.  God  threatens  them  in  his 
word  with  ruine,  and  thofe  threatnings  are  abfolute, 
fuch  as  bind  him  in  faithfulnefs  to  damn  every  unbelie¬ 
ver.  There  are  many  indefinite  threatnings  in  the 
Scripture,  and  many  conditional,  but  thefe  are  abfolute 
ones  againft  every  one  that  continues  in  unbelief  ;  there 
is  no  poftibility  for  them  to  efcape. 

This  appears, 

1.  BECAUSE  it  is  contrary  to  the  decree  and  ap¬ 
pointment  of  God  to  fave  fuch  as  do  not  believe.  The 
decrees  of  God  are  inviolable,  it  is  a  vain  thing  for 
any  man  to  look  for  falvation  contrary  to  God's  de¬ 
cree.  But  it  is  againft  God’s  decree  to  fave  unbelie¬ 
vers;  not  that  there  is  fuch  a  formal  adt  in  the  decree 
that  unbelievers  fhall  be  damned  ;  but  this  is  a  truth 
arifing  from  the  decree;  for  God  has  determined  to 
give  faith  unto  all  thofe  that  he  has  chofen  unto  fal¬ 
vation  ;  he  has  determined  to  lead  them  in  a  way  of 
faith  unto  life.  sThef.  2.  1 3 .  God  has  chofen  you  from  the 
beginning  unto  falvation  through  fan&ification  of  the 
Spirit  9  and  belief  of  the  truth .  All  that  God  has  cho* 


Chap-  X*  in  the  Right  eoufnefs  of  C  hrist*  2,33 

fen  unto  life  fliall  believe.  Joh.  6.  37.  that  the 

Father  has  given  me  pall  come  unto  me .  So  that  it  is 
crofs  to  the  decree  of  God  to  fave  any  man  that  has 
not  faith ;  the  degree  of  God  is  a  bar  in  the  way  of 
his  falvation. 

2.  Because  faith  is .  the  condition  of  the  Covenant 
of  Grace.  There  is  one  law  for  all  men  ;  there  is  but 
one  condition  of  this  Covenant.  Joh.  5.  24.  He  that 
heareth  my  words, and  believeth  in  him  that  fent  me  hath 
everlafting  life,  &c.  We  are  directed  to  take  this  way 
for  falvation.  There  is  no  other  way  prepofed*in  cafe 
of  a  failure  in  this ;  fo  that  the  want  of  this  muft  needs 
exclude  men  from  the  good  of  the  Covenant  *•  the 
want  of  this  condition  renders  men  uncapable  of  life. 

5.  Because  it  muft.  be  fo  in  Juftice,  and  God’s  heart 
is  as  much  upon  the  glorifying  of  his  Jullice  as  his 
Grace.  One  attribute  is  as  due  to  him  as  another*the 
glorifying  of  his  Juftice  is  not  a  by-bufinefs  but  a 
thing  that  his  heart  is  deeply  concerned  in:  andjuftice 
requires  the  ruine  of  unbelievers ;  for  they  deferve  it. 
Rom.  6.  23.  The  wages  of  fin  is  death •  And  there  is 
no  way  for  Juftice  to  be  fatisfied  for  their  fins  but  by 
their  ruine. 

4.  B  e  c  a  u  s  e  it  is  foretold  and  prophefied  ofithztCbriJl 
will  deftroy  unbelievers  when  he  comes  to  Judgment. 
The  Scripture  gives  us  an  account  before-hand  of  the 
tranfa&ions  of  the  day  of  Judgment ;  what  will  be 
the  iffue  of  things*  and  befal  thefe  and  thofe  in  that 
day :  and  God  tells  us  that  unbelievers  fhall  be  ruin¬ 
ed  then.  He  does  not  only  threaten  them  with  ruine 
but  tells  the  Saints  that  fuch  perfons  Ihall  be  ruined! 

2  Thef  1. 7*8.  He  will  take  vengeance  on  them  that  obey 
not  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Rev.  21.  8.  The  fearful 
and  unbelieving  Jball  have  their  part  in  the  lake  that 
burneth  with  fire  and  brimftone. 

5.  Because  the  fentence  of  Godinthe  Gofpelis  that 
which  men  pall  be  judged  by.  God  declares  in  the 
Gofpel,  that  he  that  believeth  not  pall  be  damned . 
Ana  if  unbelievers  be  tried  by  this  rule  they  will  cer- 
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tainly  perifh  :  if  God  fhould  try  them  by  fome  other 
rule  they  might  fancy  or  imagine  they  might  make  a 
lhift  to  tfcape  :  but  by  this  rule  they  are  gone  men; 
and  this  is  the  rule  they  muft  be  tried  by.  God  will 
have  no  reipecft  in  that  day  unto  mens  riches,  or  learn¬ 
ing,  or  efteem among  men,or  their  civil  or  moral  con- 
verfation  ;  but  their  cafe  muft  be  determined  by  the 
Gofpel,  Rom.  z.i 6-  God  mil  judge  thefecrets  of  men 

by  YefusChrifl  according  to  W  Gofpel. 

6  Those  that  do  not  believe  in  Chnft  have  not 

thofe  other  qualifications  that  do  accompany  fflffin?n- 
There  be  many  other  qualifications  befides  faith  that 
God  has  promifed  Salvation  unto,  and  fome  men  that 
are  under  a  convidion  that  they  have  not  ait  ,  are 
pretenders  to  fome  of  thofe  qualifications ;  but  they 
So  but  flatter  themfelves;  when  they  come  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  by  God,  they  will  be  found  deft.tute  of  all 
thofe  holy  qualifications,  If  hey  make  afhew  of  hu¬ 
mility,  patience,  love  to  God,  regard  to  his  g  ory . 
thofe  mews  are  but  delufions ;  all  the  religion  of 
thofe  men  that  have  not  faith  is  hypocnfy.  .There  may 
be  morality  without  faith,  and  ftrong  religious  affefti- 
ons  ,  but  there  is  no  lanftification  where  there  is  no 
faith  •  there  may  be  the  fhadow  of  it,  but  no 
thing' itfelf.  A &z6  li.SattBified  by  faith  that  tstn  me. 

ilis  impoffible  for  you  to  efcape  rum  if  you  do  not 
believe  ;  and  that  is  not  all,  for  your  rejetting  ot 
Chrift  does  not  only  expofe  you  unto  condemnation, 
but  to  a  greater  degree  ot  mifery  than  multitudes  vvi  1 
«ndSe  tf  at  go  toilL  You  may  not ^  “  efage 
as  Heathens  will  do,  your  load  will  he  avier, 
your  fire  will  be  hotter,  and  your  judgment  every 
Ler  than  the  judgment  of  other  men  God  walpro- 
nortion  every  man  s  milery  to  his  iniquity.  And  a«. 
vmi  have  enjoyed  greater  light  and  love,  fo  you  muft 
Sped  more  Ug  and  ttquifitt  wrath  than  other 
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treafuring  up  a  greater  meafure  of  wrath  than  others 
a  gain  ft  the  day  of  wrath  ;  you  have  blefled  God  it 
may  be  many  times  for  the  means  of  Grace  that  he  has 
bp  ft  owed  upon  you  ;  but  you  will  curfe  your  felves  a 
thoufand  times  more  for  not  improving  them  ;  you  will 
wifh  that  you  had  lived  in  the  darkeft  corners  of  th6 
earthy  among  Scythians  and  Barbarians .  It  will  be 
a  terror  to  you  to  think  of  your  Raptifn *  what  Rooks 
you  have  read,  what  Miniflers  you  have  heard,  what 
Counfels  have  been  given  to  you  :  Every  firmer  Wilt 
be  in  a  dreadful  condition  then,*  but  it  will  be  inorb 
tolerable  for  many,  than  for  you.  Mat.  n.  22,  24. 

3.  The  third  motive  is,  that  you  fall  be  accepted 
and  faved  if  you  will  believe.  Life  and  death  arefetbe^ 
fore  you,  though  you  have  been  a  grievous  finher^ 
though  you  have  hardened  your  heart  againft  God  a 
long  while,  though  you  have  rejected  counfels*  and 
defpifed  reproofs,  and  (pent  your  days  hitherto  in  fin  ; 
and  travelled  a  great  way  in  the  path  that  leads  to 
death  ;  yet  there  is  no  neceftity  of  your  damnation,}^' 
are  capable  of  falvation  llilL  If  you  will  caft  a- 
way  your  felf  by  continuing  in  unbelief,  you  rnuft  bea? 
it  your  felves  others  that  laboured  after  your  falvati¬ 
on  will  do  well  enough,  the  lofs  will  be  you!  oWm 
But  there  is  no  need  of  your  being  ruined;  there  is  yet 
an  open  door,  and  liberty  fet  before  you,  to  enter  intd 
the  moft  holy  place ;  if  you  will  but  accept  of  Thrift 
you  ilia  11  have  Salvation.  You  are  crying  out.  What 
tnuft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?  You  are  not  fo  follicitous  fof 
worldly  enjoyments,  but  your  care  is  to  go  to  Heai 
venj  and  there  is  reafon  for  it.  It  js  a  glorious  thing 
to  fee  the  face  of  God ,  to  be  [peculators  of  his  glory  ; 
the  glimpfes  of  it  here  are  more  refrefliihg  than  all 
the  fweetnefles  of  the  world.  To  fee  God,  Fathef 
Son  and  Holy  Ghoft ,  and  all  the  Attributes  of  God, 
Iuoft  delightful;  if  you  go  to  Heavenj  there  you  will 
have  an  uninterrupted  fight  of  God;  you  flail  fee  Him 
us  He  is,  and  no  cfouds  ftiall  ever  darken  the  light  of 
countenance ;  then  you  fhall  have  the  abiding  ienfe 
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of  his  love  ;  never  make  any  queftion  about  it  more, 
but  be  delighting  therein  for  ever.  Then  you  fhall 
fee  delivered  from  .fin,  and  made  glorious  after  the 
image  of  God.  Then  you  ihall  be  with  Jefns  Chrift . 
It  is  a  comfort  to  hear  of  him;  but  then  you  fhall  be 
in  his  prefence ;  you  have  a  fame  of  him  now,but  then 
you  ftteMfee  hifn>  your  eyes  fhall  behold  your  Redee¬ 
mer  ;  him  that  is  wonderful  in  his  perfoti,  God  and 
man,  and  wonderful  in  the  gl  ory  that  he  is  advanced 
tunto,  you  fhall  have  external  manifeftationsoi  his  fa-* 
vour;  you  fhall  hear  his  wifdom  and  lee  his  glorious 
managements  and  behaviour  of  himfelf :  and  have  op¬ 
portunity  to  exprefs  your  thankfulnels  unto  the  face 
of  Chrift.  Then  you  fhall  have  th c  gifts  of  the  Sprit 
in  a  glorious  manner.  The  company  ^  of  holy  Angels 
that  have  been  helpful  to  you  ;  and  the  Spirit}  cj  juft 
men  that  you  have  heard  and  read  of  in  the  hook  of 
God;  Adam  zw&Noah,  and  Abraham,  Mofes,  .David, 
tPaul&c.  There  your  employment  will  be  glorious* 
and  your  body  will  be  glorious  ;  if  you  will  but  come 
to  Chrift.  Belides  a  great  deal  of  mercy  that  God 
will  bellow  upon  you  in  this  world,  you  mail  par¬ 
take  of  eternal  falvation:  as  poor  a  hnful  creatine  as 
thou  art,  the  Lord  is  offering  eternal  life  to  thee  : 
if  you  Wilt  but  accept  it  as  a  free  gift  from  him  thio 
Tefus  Chrift  you  fhall  be  welcome  to  it.  7  hough  hea¬ 
venly  glory  be  fo  great,  and  you  be  fo  unworthy, 
God  will  bellow  it  upon  you-  Do  you  delire  eter¬ 
nal  life  ?  Are  you  inaeed  let  for  happinefs  in  another 
world  ?  if  you  are,  you  may  foon  fecure  it,  and  make 
it  fure  to  you  if  you  will :  Lntertain  thefe  calls  of  the 
Gofpel  and  you  fhall  be  faved.  The  Lord  has  given 
abundant  affurance,  this  is  no  pleafmg  dream*  but  a 

thing  certain  and  infallible. 

This  appears  if  you  confider,  A 

i  ‘BECAUSE  God  has  been  at  a  great  deal  cj  coft 

in  order  to  the  falvat  ion  of  Believers .  If  a  man  fcould 
enrage  fo  far  in  any  undertaking  as  to  fpend  a  va 
eflatl  in  it,  we  ftould  readily  conclude,  that  .^lay 
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indeed  upon  his  heart,  that  he  was  real  in  it, and  thae 
his  fpirit  was  deeply  engaged  :  And  thus  it  is  in, 
this  cafe,  God  has  been  at  great  expence*  he  has  laid 
cut  himfelf  more  for  the  falvation  Of  believers  than 
he  did  for  the  making  of  the  world.  He  lias  exercifed 
much  of  his  wifdom  on  this  deilgn,  much  power  ;  yea 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoever  believ* 
eth  on  him  might  not  per  if?),  but  have  cverlafing  life^ 
Joh.  3. 1 6.  Muft  not  his  heart  be  much  in  it  when  he 
gave  his  Son  to  die?  Could  any  thing  have  induced 
God  to  fucha  flrange  difpenlation,  had  not  the  Salva¬ 
tion  of  believers  been  a  thing  that  his  heart  w3s  re- 
folved  upon  ?  God  has  bynhis  given  conviction  ta> 
the  wTorld*  that  he  is  let  to  lave  believers.  When 
'  vve  conlider  how  many  wonders  God  wrought  in  or¬ 
der  to  it;  how  he  fent  his  Son  from  heaven-,  conlfitu- 
ted  him  a  Mediator,  delivered  him  over  unto  death  ; 
it  may  give  us  great  fatisfaCtion*  that  God  is  really 
bent  to  fave  them.  Why  fhould  he  go  fer  far  if  he 
did  not  Intend  to  go  through  ?  God  that  has  fpenr. 
fo  much  lor  the  Salvation  of  believers*  will  [pent  a 
little  more  to  carry  the  work  on  to  perfection.  God 
loves  his  Son  too  much  to  let  him  die  in  vain  ;  to  put: 
him  to Much  forrows,  and  then  to  let  the  defigh  of  all 
his  fufterings  fall  to  the  ground. 

2.  G07J  has  promifed  Jefus  Chrijl  to  fave  ihofe  that 
believe  on  hint*  Chrilb  Jelus  did  hot  die  at  uncertain¬ 
ties;  the  father  had  engaged  to  him  the  falvation  of 
believers.  God  covenanted  with  him,  multitudes 
fhould  be  faved  by  him,  and  that  in  a  way  of  believ¬ 
ing.  Ifai.  53.  ii*  3iy  his  knowledge  (hall  my  righteous 
fer  vant  jujtify  many,  for  he  pall  bear  their  iniquities . 
And  Jefus  Chrift  in  expectation  of  that  has  laid  down 
his  life,  and  is  waiting  for  the  accompliftiment  of  the 
promife.  Ghnfr  iias  taken  God^s  word*  and  has  paid 
the  price  of  their  falvation  ;  and  God  will  not  fail  of 
his  promife.  his  eternal  tranfaciicn  between  the  Fa¬ 
therland  the  Son,  puts  the  Salvation  of  believers  be- 
yonct  all  cpieflion,  God  ftands  engaged  to  Chrift*  and 
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Chrift  is  fet  in  his  fpirit  to  have  this  engagement  ful¬ 
filled  unto  every  believer.  Chrift  is  not  willing  to  lofe 
one  believer,  but  claims  the  promife,  and  is  fet  for 
their  Salvation.  Joh.  17.  20.  I  pray  for  them  alfo  that 
jhall  believe  on  me  through  their  word-  And  what  does 
he  defire  for  them  ?  among  other  things,  that  they  may 
be  where  he  is ,  to  behold  his  glory ,  ver.  24. 

3.  /HE  Lord  is  per f wading  of  you  to  believe  in  Chrift. 
He  is  urging  of  you,  and  ftirring  of  you  up  :  This  is 
the  very  deiign  of  the  Gofpel  to  gain  mens  confent 
to  come  to  Chrift.  He  invites  you  to  come,  Rev. 22. 
37.  and  is  giving  you  an  account  what  preparation  he 
has  made  for  your  acceptance-  He  has  appointed  the 
Ordinance  of  the  Miniftry  upon  this  defign,  to  d^aw 
you  to  Chrift,  and  make  up  the  match  between  you 
■and  Chrift,  2  Cor.  5.  20.  Yea,  upon  this  account  he 
fends  his  Spirit  into  your  hearts  to  terrifie  you,  to 
mind  you  of  your  dying  day,  of  eternal  judgment,  of 
the  finfulnefs  of  your  lives  and  hearts,  that  you  may 
he  compelled  to  come  away  to  Chrift  ,  that  )cu  may 
siot  be  able  to  reft  without  him.  And  why  ihould 
God  concern  himfelf  fo  to  perfwade  you  to  believe,  it 
this  were  not  a  way  of  Salvation  ?  VV  hat  deiign  can 
God  have  upon  his  heart  in  thele  works  of  his,  but 
to  fave  you,  if  you  will  hearken  unto  his  voice  ?  VV  hy 
does  God  take  fo  much  pains  about  this,  if  the  life  ot 
vour  fouls  did  not  depend  upon  it?  V*  ouldGodftuve 
to  to  bring  you  to  Chrift,  if  you  would  not  be 
the  better  for  coming  unto  him  ?  Certainly  Cod 

lays  extraordinary  weight  upon  it,  and  is  deeply  en¬ 
gaged  in  it,  to  bring  you  unto  Chrift,  and  vvpuld  he 
be  To,  if  it  were  not  a-  way  of  life  and  bleiledne  Js ? 
God  would  let  men  alone  and  never  bufie  himjelf  io 
to  perfwade  them  to  believe  in  Chrift,  if  the  life  of 

their  fouls  did  not  depend  upon  it.  It  would  not  a 

worth  the  while,  for  God  with  a  great  deal  of  care, 
Tud  bv  many  wonderful  works  of  his  Spin*  to  bring 
men  to  believe,  if  this  were  not  the  way  of  Salvation. 
It  would  not  become  the  wifdom  and  gpofaefs  of  God 
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to  labour  in  this  manner  to  perfwade  men  to  believe* 
if  this  were  not  the  way  of  life. 

4.  GOtZ)  promifes  Salvation  to  you  if  you  will  believe. 
God  is  not  at  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  you;  but  he 
has  brought  himfelf  under  bonds,  and  entred  into  .a 
folemn  Covenant  to  fave  you  if  you  come  to  thrift. 
He  has  made  a  firm  engagement,  without  any  excepti¬ 
ons,  conditions,  refervations,  to  beftow  Salvation  upon 
you.  That  he  might  put  the  thing  without  doubt  he-has 
given  you  his  word,  that  he  will  fave  you/  You  conr 
elude  that  it  you  continue  in  this  condition  wherein 
you  are,  you  fhall  be  damned,  becaufe  God  threatens 

°  •  ancj  maY  you  not  with  as  good  ground  con- 
elude,  that  if  you  believe  you  fhall  be  faved,  becaufe 
God  hath  promt  fed  you  fo  ?  He  has  not  only  promifed 
eternal  life  to  thole  that  are  already  believers,  but  he 
has  promifed  it  unto  you  upon  condition,  that  you 
will  believe.  A<fh  10.  43.  Whoever  believeth  on  him 
pah  receive  remiffion  oj  Jins.  God  has  given  you  the 
allurance  of  his  word,  his  actions  do  fpeak  this  to  be 
us  deiign;  but  by  his  word  he  has  engaged  his  faith- 
fulnefs  to  you.  The  holinefs  and  fidelity  of  God,  and 
tne  care  he  has  for  his  own  honour  ftand  fecurity  for 
your  ialvation  if  you  come  to  Chrift.  In  this  promife 
you  may  fee  the  condefcending  Grace  of  God,  how 
willing  he  is  to  fatisfie  you;  and  the  firm  ground  you 
nave  to  go  upon,  in  coming  to  Chrift  for  Salvation  : 

3 ou  nave  tne  word  of  God  to  bear  you  out.. 

b&s  mam  ways  confirmed  and  jlrengthned 
hispomije.  Not  but  that  his  bare  word  is  fecurity 
enough,  but  becaufe  men  have  diftruftful  hearts,  and 
are  tuil  of  furmifes  and  jealoufies,  he  has  given  abun 
dint  fecurity  to  us  of  the  Jl ability  of  his  promife,  he 

te  ™d.er  hls  fane]  we  have  L  word  to 
/nrjrI" 'f;,he  has  made  a  firm  indenture,  fubferibed 

of  mnml  /  ir‘>  ^  c  has  not  only  fpoken  it  by  word 
U }  !■;  ’/,  buf  haS  ,made  3  firm  deed,  and  publifird  it 

*  rhf  L  f  \and  hi!lions  of  men  can  witnffs  to 
1  ‘  bound  nimfelf  to  fave  thofe  that  corns 

'  0-3  to 
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to  Chrift.  i  Joh.  5.  xi.  2 ''his  is  the  record,  that  Cod 
hath  ?iven  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son- 
He  has  alfo  eftabliflied  his  promife  by  fearing  to  it. 
Circuincifion  was  the  Teal  of  the  righteouineis  of  faith, 
Rom.  4,  n.  Men  feal  indentures,  to  inew  the  reality 
of  theif  purpofe,  and  to  make  their  promile  lega  y 
more  firm  :  So  God  has  by  the  Sacraments  in  t  t 
Old  cf eft  ament  i  and  by  Saptifm  and  the  Lord-  s  Supper 
in  the  New  ttflament  fealed  to  the  Covenant ,  and  ra¬ 
tified  the  fame  by  holy  Ordinances,  that  would  be 
prophaned  if  the  Covenant  fhould  fail.  Goq  has  al¬ 
to  [worn  to  the  Covenant  of  Grace.  It  had  been  un- 
jeaTonable  for  us  to  have  defired  fuch  a  tonnrmaucn 
from  God  ;  but  God  voluntarily  condefeended  to  it 
to  gain  our  belief.  Bek  6-  17,  x8.  that  might  have 
(Iron*  conflation.  The  oath  of  God  does  declare  the 
promife  to  be  irrevocable,  and  tnat  God  will  not  re¬ 
pent.  PJal.  i  ro.  4.  rhe  Lord  hath  from  and  will  not 
repent.  Gpd  has  given  you  all  manner  of 
went,  that  you  may  evidently  fee  an  impoffibihty  of 
failing  of  Salvation,  if  you  come  to  Ghnlt. 

6.  GOB  has  made  Jefus  Chrift  t.oe  Judge  f 

world.'  He  has  appointed  him  to  take  the  examina  i- 

on  Of  men,  and  to  give  fentence  upon  them.  He :  has 

promifed  Chrift,  that  believers  frail  be  faved,  and  he 

Sas  put  power  into  the  hands  of  Chrift  to  fee  the  thing 

accomplished ;  and  leaves  the  managing  of  the  great 

!Sy  of  Tudmnent  to  him.  Aft.  17.31.  Be  m  l  judge 

the ’world  i%  right  eoufnefs,  ly  that  man  whom  he  hath 

ordained.  And  certainly  Jefus  Chrift  wul  not 

any  to  perifhthat  come  to  him.  Chrift  has  died  ror  the 

Salvation  of  believers  and  how  can  ^  ^  imagined 

but  he  will  adjudge  them  unto  life.  Chnft  ^mOte 

Snefscanno*-  but  be  a  good  plea,  in  the  day  of  Judg- 
ouinels  canrso,.  i  UL  t  T  .-Thofe  that  have  an 

vVlpnt-  where  Cm  in  is  tne  juo&c.  *  **  w  \  r 

intereft  in  the  righteoufnels  of  Chrift,  frail  pafswi.h- 

“SI'K X  of  jud£n«n,  as  h«  «s  W 
,Tdfc  for  !h=m.  Chrift  Wur  has  a  deep  »  < •  h. 
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ki  ,  ,  .  -t  *»■’  .  *  .  T 

vertue  and  worthinefs  of  his  death  and  obedience, 
and  will  be  ready  to  accept  of  you  on  that  account* 

I  toil  add  fome  confederations  further  to  enforce 

thefe  motives.  .  .  .  ,  .a 

i  MANY  others  do  venture  their  fouls  on  thrift . 

The  perfwafions  of  the  Gofpel  have  prevailed  upon 
many  :  There  be  thoufands  of  men  and  women  that 
have  relinquiihed  all  other  hopes*  and  have  built  up- 
on  this  foundation  ;  many  others  have  hearkenei  un¬ 
to  God,  and  it  is  a  fliame  to  you  to  be  more  backward 
unto  duty  than  others.  There  are  a  cloud  oj  ‘ mtnejjes 
that  have  gone  before  you  in  other  ages,  and  many 
at  this  day  that  betake  themfelves  unto  Chriit  tor 
refuge.  Others  that  have  been  trying  all  conclulions5 
and  turning  every  Hone,  have  at  laft  feen  a  neceffity 
to  come  unto  Chrift.  Others  have  been  fatisfien  with 
the  encouragements  that  God  has  given,  and  have 
taken  fancftuary  in  Chrift  :  Men  of  judgment  and  pru* 
dence3  not  fubjecft  to  be  led  by  fancies  and  deluflons 
more  than  other  men,  have  let  go  all  carnal  confi¬ 
dences,  and  fled  to  this  hope  fet  before  them :  3ndthi$ 
they  have  done,  not  once  or  twice  in  an  hurry  or 
temptation,  but  they  live  in  this  way.  I  live  by  faith 
in  the  Son  of  Gody  Gal.  2.  20 .  Their  coming  unto 
Chrift  is  no  rajh  inconfi derate  aft,  but  after  they  have 
had  the  confideration  of  it  many  years,  have  weighed 
it,  and  pondered  it,  looked  on  all  fides,  and  connder** 
ed  all  that  can  be  faid,  they  dori*t  fee  caufe  to  repent, 
but  continue  to  believe ;  it  is  no  unadvifed  a<£t,  they 
mderftand  what  they  do.  2  fim.  1,  12,  and  the  lon~ 
ger  they  live,  the  more  eftablifhed  in  a  way  of  be¬ 
lieving.  God5s  difpenfations  towards  them  lince  their 
coming  unto  Chrift,  are  not  fuch  as  do  difcourage 
them,  but  they  are  more  encouraged  ftiil  to  commit 
themfelves  unto  Chrift.  Why  don't  you  come  alfa 
unto  Chrift  ?  Methinks  you  fhould  be  afhamed  to 
be  liftning  unto  carnal  reafoning,  and  giving  way  tc* 
the  pride  of  your  hearts,  when  others  have  overcome 

them ; 
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them  ;  methmks  it  fhoiftd  ftir  up  a  fpirit  of  fear,  to 
fee  others  getting  into  the  way  of  falvation,  and  yon 
left  helftnd,to  be  a  prey  to  devils  !  Think  whatyour 
iins  have  been,  what  inward  workings  have  been  in 
your  heart,  and  you  muft  fay  you  have  as  much  need, 
of  Chrift  as  other  men:  think  what  the  call  of  God 
is,  ftow  free  and  full  the  invitation  is,  and  you  muft 
fay,  you  have  as  much  encouragement  to  come  to  Chrift 
■  3$  other  men.  And  others  that  loye  their  Souls  as 
Well  as  you  do  yours,  have  ventured  them  in  the 
bands  of  jefus  Chrift  ;  and  do  you  not  think  that  it 
will  be  hard  to  you  to  fee  others  ftand  at  the  right- 
band  of  Chrift  another  day,  and  your  felves  rejedl- 
pel  ? 

2.  YOU  tnufi  never  expert  inward  peace  and  quiet  nefs, 
tinlefs  you  come  unto  CJprft.  You  complain  now  in  the 
bitternefs  of  your  fouls*  what  a  forrowful  life  you 
lead,  vqu  find  little  comfort  in  any  thing,  you  are  fo 
temfied  with  a  guilty  cofffcience,  that  it  eats  out  the 
comfort  of  your  life.  A  dreadful  found  is  in  his  ears. 
Job  i).  2i..  fou  are  under  fuch  apprehenfions  of  the 
anger  of  God,  that  you  know  not  how  to  bear  it* 
iWhen  you  hear  or  read  the  threatnings  of  Judgment, 
you  are  terrified  that  that  \yill  be  your  portion ;  when 
you  fee  iqftances  of  judgment,  you  are  afraid  that 
God  will  do  fo  with  you  ;  leave  you  to  fuch  and  fuch 
lins,'  bring  fuch  and  fuch  calamities  upon  you,  your 
heart  is  meditating  terror, affrighted  with  the  thoughts 
of  damnation.  Sermons  terrify  you.  Providences  ter¬ 
rify  you,  your  heart  is  always  loaded  ;  the  way  to 
have  inward,  peace  and  quietnefs,  is  to  come  •  to  Jefus 
Chrift.  Rom.  5:  1.  Being  jufiified  by  faith ,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift \  but 
until  you  come  to  Chrift  you  muft  never  expeeft  to  be 
better.  You  may  have  a  pleafing  dream,  it  may  be 
for  a  while,  and  your  wound  may  be  skinned  over, 
but  you  muft  not  exped  to  have  any  true  peace  ip 
loner- as  vou  ftand  at  a  .diftance  from  Chrift.  W hat 
peace  can  men  exped  v.’&ilfe  their  fins  are  not  par- 
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cloned  ?  What  peace  can  men  enjoy  as  long  as  God 
is  angry  ?  You  muffc  expect  no  other  but  to  fpend 
your  days  in  vanity,  and  your  years  in  trouble,  if  you 
give  not  entertainment  unto  Chrift.  through  fear  of 
'death  they  were  all  their  life-time  jubjett  unto  bondage , 
Heb.  2.  15-  The  venom  of  fin  will  be  burning  in 
your  bowels,  until  you  look  unto  the  brazen  ferpenP. 
And  what  madnefs  is  it  for  men  needlefly  to  live  4 
tormented  life  ?  Are  you  not  weary  of  this  condition  ? 
Have  you  a  mind  to  live  in  form w  longer  ?  DonY 
you  care  to  be  delivered  from  your  fears  ?  Thou  wilt 
never  have  peace  without  coming  unto  Chrift.  You 
have  tried  a  great  while  in  vain,  and  it  will  be  in 
vain  ftill,  but  if  you  will  give  entertainment  unto  him, 
his  blood  will  heal  your  confcience,  fcatter  fears,  and 
refrefh  your  hearts.  The fling  of  death  is  fin ,  and  the 
ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law,  bat  thanks  be  to  God  that 
giveth  the  vibiory  through  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord . 

3.  IF  you  do  not  come  to  Chrifl,  you  will  lofe  all  the 
pains  that  you  have  taken  in  religion.  You  had  need 
be  careful  that  you  lofe  not  the  things  that  you  have 
wrought.  The  labour  that  you  have  taken  in  reli¬ 
gion  is  all  loft  with  refpect  unto  fome  .expectations 
of  yours  therefrom,  as  to  the  mortifying  of  fin  there¬ 
by,  the  getting  of  the  good-will  of  God,  the  pur- 
chafing  of  pardon,  &c.  And  if  you  do  come  to  Cnrift 
you  muft  fee  it  to  be  loft  in  this  refpeeft.  Phil.  3.  7. 
But  what  things  were  gain  to  me,  thefe  I  counted 
lofs  for  Chrifl .  But  yet  in  fome  refpect  the  pains 
you  have  taken  may  be  of  advantage  unto  you,  in  as 
much  as  you  are  nearer  to  Salvation  than  before  you 
began  to  feek  after  God.  You  have  been  travelling 
in  the  way  towards  heaven.  Some  men  are  nearer 
the  kingdom  of  God  a  great  deal  than  others.  Mat. 
12.  34.  "Thou  art  not  far  from  the  kingdom'  of  God . 
You  have  been  taking  a  great  deal  of  pains,  have 
withftood  temptations,  have  got  much  knowledge* 
have  broken  oft'  your  finful  practices,  come  to  un¬ 
derhand  feunewhat  of  the  plague  of  your  own  hearts : 

yoi| 
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you  have  got  over  many  bars  that  lay  in  the  way  of 
your  falvation ;  you  have  efcaped  many  rocks,  upon 
which  fome  Souls  have  fplit  in  pieces ;  are  in  a  fairer 
way  to  get  to  heaven  than  you  were  fometime  fince  ; 
$nd  it  would  be  fad  to  perifh  upon  the  borders  of 
Canaan,  after  fore  travel  in  the  wildernefs.  To  fmk 
the  mouth  of  the  harbour*  after  you  have  rid  out 
many  ftorms,  to  lofe  all  your  care  and  labour  and  fur¬ 
rows*  after  all  to  go  down  to  hell,  among  thofe  that 
never  took  any  pains  for  Salvation  ;  and  this  you  will 
certainly  do*  if  you  do  not  come  to  Chrift.  Though 
you  are  pail  the  ftraight  gate  of  reformation,  yet  if 
you  dorft  enter  and  g(*  through  the  gate  of  humilia¬ 
tion  and  faith,  if  you  do  not  call  away  your  carnal 
confidences*  you  .will  not  enter  into  life.  When  the 
Galatians  were  carried  away  with  opinions  of  their 
own  righteoufnefs*  4 Paul  fays  to  therp^  Have  you  fuf- 
fered  fo  many  things  in  vain, if  it  be  yet  in  vain,CkdX.^. 
All  your  labour  will  be  in  vain,  and  your  fouls  will  oe 
loft  if  vou  come  not  to  Chrift. 

4.  TOW  will  exceedingly  bewail  it  hereafter ,  if  you 
$0  not  accept  of  Chrif.  You  will  rue  it  in  another 
world ;  you  ftand  upon  frivolous  objefHon$*and  neg¬ 
lect  to  come  unto  Chrift,  But  this  will  coft  you  ma- 
By  a  tear*  you  are  preparing  forrow  for  your  felves. 
"Your  hearts  will  break  hereafter  to  think  what  you 
have  done:  when  you  fee  how  you  have  ruined  your 
felves,  you  will  take  up  a  bitter  lamentation.  It 
will  make  your  heart  break  to  think  that  there  was 
but  a  ftep  between  you  and  hfe,  and  yet  you  milled 
it :  that  you  have  thrown  away  your  bouls,  and  need- 
lefly  damned  your  felves  ;  that  you  were  under  fair 
opportunities*  and  brought  to  the  very  gate  of  hea¬ 
ven*  and  yet  would  not  go  in.  When  you  fee  others 
that  lived  in  the  fame  town,  or  dwelt  under  the  lame 
'roof  with  your  felves*  in  Glory  ;  how  bitter  will  it 
be  to  think  that  you  have  heard  the  fame  Sermons, en- 
royed  the  lame  advantages*  but  by  unbelief,  have  de* 
prived  your  felves  of  what  tney  do  enjoy  *  When 
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you  think  of  it-,  how  you  took  it  into  ^confideration* 
2nd  were  advifing  about  it,  had  many  thoughts  about 
doming  unto  Child,  how  bitter  will  it  be  to  you  to 
think  that  you  did  not  go  through  with  it,  that  you 
blinded  it  by  halves,  and  did  not  make  up  the  match 
with  Chrift  r  When  you  think  how  plain  the  way  ]$, 
how  fair  the  terms,  what  allurance  God  gave  you;  it 
will  he  like  the  gall  of  afps  within  you  to  remember* 
.how  youcavilled,  what  excufes  you  made,  what  fri¬ 
volous  things  you  flood  upon,  what  objections  you 
turned  off  the  calls  of  the  Gofpei  by  :  rhe  refleCth 
ons  upon  your  unbelief,  will  be  bitter  reflections  ano¬ 
ther  day  !  When  you  fee  the  end  of  it,  what  it  brings 
you  to,  what  it  colls,  you  will  grievoufly  lament  it  ; 
and  fay  as  prov.5*i2,i  3.  How  have  I  hated  infiru£tioH9 
and  my  heart  defpifed  reproof  I  have  not  obeyed  the 
voice  of  my  teachers,  nor  inclined  mine  ear  to  them  that 

ittfruEied  me.  .. 

'  5.  01*11  ERS  will  rejoyce  in  it  if  you  com  to  Chrift „ 
Your  unbelief  is  a  grief  cf  heart  to  many  that  feck 
your  good-  (Paul  had  great  heavinefs  and  continual 
forrow  in  his  heart  upon  this  account,  refpeCting  his 
country  men ,  Rom.  9.  2.  and  jfefus  Chrif  wept  over 
fferufaletn,  becaufe  lhe  knew  not  the  things  of  her 
peace.  And  it  is  one  of  the  great  burdens  of  the 
people  of  God  that  fo  many  among  whom  they  live* 
do  rejeCt  the  calls  of  the  Gofpei.  But  if  you  would 
give  entertainment  to  it,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  joy 
to  many  an  one.  You  would  be  glad  your  felf ;  you 
would  have  peace  and  joy  in  believing  ;  and  others 
would  be*  glad  with  you :  for  it  is  a  token  of  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  God,  and  a  means  of  your  Salvation,  a  means 
to  flrengthen  and  continue  the  kingdom  of  God.  Your 
godly  relations  would  rejoyce.  Prov,  23,  15.  My  fen *  if 
thy  heart  be  wif,  my  heart  fall  rejoyce  even  mine . 
It  will  be  a  more  joyful  day  to  them  than  the  day  of 
your  birth.  And  Miniflers  that  have  travailed  tn 
pain  for  you ,  will  rejoyce  when  Chrif  is  formed  in  you. 
#ca  jfefus  Chrif  rejoyccs  greatly,,  when  &  finner  is 

brought 
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brought  home  to  him,  it  is  the  day  of  efpoufals ,  and 
therefore  The  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart.  When 
]he  fees  fouls  brought  home  to  him,  when  he  fees  the 
fruit  of  his  forrows,  the  travel  of  hisfouly  he  is  fatis- 
fed ;  in  this  day  of  vidtory  Chrift  triumphs*  Heaven 
and  earth  will  rejoyce  at  it,  if  you  wili  entertain  the 
calls  of  the  Gofpel.  Luk.  15.  10.  There  is  joy  in  the 
prefence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  finner  that  repent- 
etb.  God  hirnfelf  takes  delight  in  it;  there  will  be 
repining  in  hell,  but  joy  in  heaven  if  you  come  to 
Chrift. 

6.  TT  is  from  the  praEUce  of  Satan  that  you  are  fo 
backward  to  come .  Not  but  that  there  is  an  enmity 
in  your  own  hearts  to  the  entertaining  of  JefusChrift, 
but  the  oppofition  of  your*heart  is  much  ftrengthned 
by  the  counfels  of  the  Devil ;  the  Devil  out  of  en¬ 
mity  to  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift,  and  Mankind,  is  labour¬ 
ing  to  hinder  the  efficacy  of  the  Gofpel ;  he  is  height- 
ning  thofe  corrupt  principles  that  are  in  men,  and 
diffwading  of  them  from  entertaining  of  the  Gofpel, 
Satan  has  abundance  of  devices  to  hinder  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  Gofpel*  Men  are  ready  to  -think  that 
they  do  adt  their  own  judgment  in  itanding  off  from 
Chrift,  and  are  not  aware  of  the  activity  of  Satan  in 
>t ;  he  fuggefts  his  reafonings,  as  if  they  were  the 
motions  of  mens  own  hearts  ;  but  their  oppofition  to 
the  Gofpel  does  arife  from  him.  2  Cor*  44.  cI*heGod 
cf  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  be¬ 
lieve  not ,  leaf  the.  light  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  of  Chrift , 
who  is  the  image  of  God  Jhould  fine  unto  them ,  The 
Devil  is  blinding  them  by  falfe  reafonings ,  by  inftil- 
ling  difcouragements  and  prefumptuous  conclufiom  ; 
and  will  you  offer  to  go  a  breaft  againft  the  counfel 
of  God,  and  cake  the  Devils  counfel.  What  can  meti 
expedt  to  find  but  deceit  in  following  his  fuggeftions  ? 
Men  have  little  caufe  to  lay  weight  on^  thofe  carnal 
reafonings  that  rife  up  in  them,  confidering^  from 
whence  they  come.  Will  God  give  you  counfel  for 
your  hurt  ?  Will  Satan  give  you  counfel  for  you/ 
^  good  l 
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good  ?  Whether  will  that  path  lead  you,  that  Satan 
does  diredt  you  to  ?  Is  it  fafe  to  follow  his  counfels  ? 
Dare  you  venture  your  fouls  in  a  way  that  he  pre- 
fcribes  ?  What  is  to  be  expected  from  him  that  is  an 
enemy  to  God  and  you,  but  that  he  will  dishonour 
God,  and  mine  you,  if  it  be  poffibie  ?  Hearken  not 
any  longer  to  him  ;  but  take  his  advice,  upon  whofe 
wiidom,  love  and  faithfulnefs  you  may  reft.  Rev.  3. 
18.  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire  that 
thou  may  ft  be  rich  ;  and  white  raiment  that  thou  may  ft 
he  cloathed. 

3.  I  fhall  lAnfwer  fuch  Objections  as  awakened  fin- 
ners  are  wont  to  make. 

Objedt.  1.  IF  Minifters  did  know  how  bad  I  were , 
they  would  not  encourage  me  to  come  unto  Chrifi.  T’hey 
are  cha  it  able  men ,  and  dor!t  imagine  how  bad  I  am  ; 
what  fins  1  have  committed ,  what  negleCts  I  have  liv¬ 
ed  in ,  what  defperate  rifings  have  been  in  my  heart ;  if 
they  did ,  they  would  not  invite  me  to  *come  to  Chrifi . 

Anf.  1.  Ministers  do  know  what  is  in  your  hearts ; 
though  they  do  not  know  what  adlual  tranfgreHions 
in  particular  you  have  been  guilty  of :  How  your 
corrupt  inclinations  have  wrought ;  yet  they  do  know 
what  finful  inclinations  are  in  your  heart,  and  a  great 
deal  better  than  you  do  your  felves.  They  under- 
ftand  the  ftate  of  man  by  nature,  and  how  the  heart 
is  wont  to  work  under  diverfe  difpenfations.  You  do 
not  fee  fo  much  of  your  own  badnefs  as  they  can  tell 
you  of ;  yet  that  does  not  difeourage  them. 

2.  HOW  bad  fioever  you  are  or  have  been  they  have 
a  fufficient  warrant  for  encouraging  of  you  to  believe . 
They  are  not  concerned  to  inquire  how  bad  men 
have  bren,  unlels  they  know  you  to  be  guilty  of  the 
unpardonable  fin,,  they  have  ground  to  encourage  you 
to  come  to  Chrifh  If  you  were  worfe  than  you  are* 
you  are  included  in  the  call  of  the  Gofpel.  Telus 
Chrift  himfelf  preached  the  Gofpel  in  great  Aflem- 
blies,  and  offered  Salvation  to  any  that  would  accept 
Oi  itj  Mat .  4.  23,  And  he  has  commanded  his  Mini- 

fters 
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fters  to  preach  it  unto  you.  Mar.  16.  15.  Go  into  all 
the  world  and  'preach  the  Gofpel  to  every  creature ;  that 
is,  every  humane  creature .  Minifters  haye  as  good  a 
warrant  to  preach  it  to  them  that  are  or  have  been 
prophane,as  to  thole  that  have  lived  a  civil  life  ;  tothofe 
that  have  had  more  violent  workings  of  corruptions,  as 
tothofe  that  have  been  more  reftrained.  The  promile  of 
the  Gofpel  is  univerfal, it  is  not  limited  to  Inch  or  inch 
linners^  but  it  comprehends  you  as  well  as  others,  jtoha 
3.  If  the  Minifter  did  know  all  the  fins  that  yo  li 
have  been  guilty  of  from  your  Childhood  to  this  day, 
he  could  not  with  a  good  conlcience  negledf  to  oiler 
Salvation  unto  you. 

ObjetT  %.  I  am  fo  bad  that /  fear  God  cannot  he 
wiling  to  jhe-w  mercy  unto  me  :  it  feems  that  God  miijl 
needs  loath  me,  and  his  heart  is  turned  away  jrom  me.^ 

Anf  Such  reafoningsarebut  the  conjcSitres  of  men  5 
hearts,  who  are  ignorant  of  Godo  There  is  no  foun¬ 
dation  in  the  word  of  God  for  tuch  thoughts  ;  they 
are  but  the  imaginations  of  men  who  know  not  God. 
God  can  find  in  his  heart  to  fhew  mercy  to  whom  he 
pleafeth-  He  could  fhew  mercy  to  Devils  if  he  would; 
There  is  nothing  in  him  to  reft  rain  the  exeiciie  of 

Grace  but  his  own  pleafure.  iror, 

1.  ‘THERE  is  nothing  in  God  to  compel  him  to  ae- 
(Iroy  the  (inner.  What  fhould  force  God  to  ciamn 
you;  if  you  be  never  fo  bad,  yet  God  is  not  neceiii- 
itated  to  rejedi  you.  His  holinefs  does  not  compel 
him  :  the  hclincfs  of  God  is  no  impediment  to  the 
exerciling  of  pardoning  Grace.  There  is  a  Scripture 
that  looks  that  way,  Jolh.  24.  19-  Te  cannot  ferve  the 
Lord,  for  he  is  an  holy  God, he  is  a  jealous  Godjoewitt 
not  for  five  your  tranfgrcffions ,  nor  your  Jins.  But  the 
meaning  of  it  is,  that  they  were  fuch  a  perverfe  peo-* 
pie  that  they  could  not  ferve  God  fo,  but  that  they 
would  bring; 'his  judgments  on  them;  for  he  is  lo  ho¬ 
ly  as  that  he  will  puniflr  his  vifible  people  while  they 
go  on  in  ways  of  degeneracy,  but  his  aohnc ,3 _  and  ht 
grace  don’t  thwart  011c  another  ;  toi  it  rs  n  P  ^ 
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to  the  intereft  of  holinefs  that  God  pardons  great  fin- 
tiers:  for  when  God  pardons  he  fandifies  too.  i  Cor. 
6,  ii.  Neither  Is  the  j ufiice  of  God  any  hindrance  to 
the  exercife  of  pardoning  mercy.  Juftice  forbids  par¬ 
don  without  fatisfadion  made3  but  not  if  there  be  Jit- 
tisfaftiori:  if  the  Law  which  is  the  rule  of  juftice  be 
attended*  there  is  nothing  contrary  to  the  juftice  of 
God.  The  law  makes  no  diftindion  between  great 
and  little  fmners  ;  great  oties  are  capable  of  pardon 
as  well  as  others,  it  there  be  fatisfadion.  The  Law 
admits  of  the  pardon  of  no  fin  without  fatisfadion,  but 
it  admits  of  the  pardon  of  any  fin  if  there  be  fatis¬ 
fadion.  Neither  does  God's  care  of  his  glory  hinder 
him  from  pardoning  of  great  fmners*  for  he  can  turn 
that  to  the  advantage  of  his  glory.  The  pardoning 
of  fuch  is  greatly  fubfervient  unto  that  defign,  Epb» 
i.  7. 

a.  TriERE  is  mercy  enough  in  God  for  the  pardon¬ 
ing  of  your  fins  be  they  never  fo  great .  God’s  nature 
is  of  infinite  and  unlimited  perfection  :  there  is  an  in¬ 
finite  ocean  of  Grace  in  the  heart  of  God.  It  is  not 
polTible  for  man  to  commit  fuch  fins  that  God  fiiould 
not  be  able  to  pardon  them-  God  is  of  fuch  mercy, 
that  he  can  do  any  thing  that  is  an  ad  of  mercy.  As 
there  is  nothing  too  hard  for  the  power  of  God,  fo  there 
is  nothing  too  hard  for  the  mercy  of  God.  And  cer¬ 
tainly  fmners  have  little  reafon  to  ohjed  that  God 
can’t  find  in  his  heart  to  pardon  them,  when  he  has 
found  in  his  heart  to  provide  a  lufficient  Sacrifice  for 
them  ;  when  he  has  found  in  his  heart  to  offer 
them  pardon  ;  when  lie  has  found  in  his  heart  to  par¬ 
don  others  as  great  fmners  as  they. 

Objed.  3.  God  is  exceeding  angry  with  me  ;  he  is 
in  his  providences  t  edifying  again  ft  me  ;  and  fills  me 
with  terrors  \  and  though  I  cry  to  him,  he  don't  regard 
&y  cries ,  therefore  I  am  afraid  to  believe. 

Anf  1.  THE  great  thing  tbatGod  is  angry  with  you 
for  is  your  unbelief.  The,  defpifing  oftheCofpel  is  the 
great  provoking  un,  that  was  it  that  greatly  provoked 

God 


I* he  Safety  of  Appearing 


C* 

j  i.i" 


*  yd 

God  againft  the  Jews,  Rom.  i.r  20.  I* hey  wore  broken 
off  by  unbelief.  And  this  fhould  put  you  upon  it  to 
make  hafte  to  thrifty  that  you  may  not  provoke  him 
more  to  anger  againft  you :  the  longer  you  live  in  un¬ 
belief  the  more  angry  God  will  be. 

2.  ANGER  in  God  is  not  a  pafficn  as  it  is  in  men. 
God  is  not  capable  of  being  angry  after  that  manner 
that  men  are  angry-  Men  are  fo  angry  fometimes  that 
they  cannot  forget  an  injury ;  they  are  quite  over¬ 
ruled  with  this  paition  ;  paffion  mailers  them,  they  are 
in  fervitude  to  it.  But  God  is  not  pallionate,  he  is  ne¬ 
ver  tranfported  with  anger;  anger  is  but  figuratively 
applied  unto  God  ;  it  notes  his  will  to  punifh  and 
chaften  men  for  their  fins:  but  in  men  it  is  a  violent 
affedlion  that  many  times  they  cannot  reflrain. 

5.  WHEN  God  is  very  angry,  yet  it  is  fafe  venturing 
upon  Chrifi.  If  you  come  to  Chrift ,  God  will  not  re- 
je<5t  you,  though  he  be  very  angry.  This  is  the  way 
bropofed  by  himfelf  for  the  removing  of  his  angei. 
Tho*  he  be  angry,  yet  he  is  ready  to  pardon  in  a  way 
of  belleviiig:  He  is  never  fo  angry  as  to  rejecft  thole 
*  that  come  unto  Chrift-  When  grievoufly  provoked, 
yet  he  has  a  pardon  in  his  hand  to  beftow  upon  all 
that  will  accept  of  it.  There  is  encouragement  enough 
in  theCofpel  to  make  you  with  joy  to  rely  upon  a  pro¬ 
voked  God.  He  a  fibres  you  in  this  way,  you  IhaJl  be 
forgiven  :  though  he  be  angry,  yet  he  will  not  forget 
his  promifes  that  he  has  made  unto  returning  finners. 
ffer  ^  2  2 

Obied."  4.  GOD  threatens  fuch  as  I  am  peremptori¬ 
ly  with  mine.  Trov.  29.  1.  He  that  being  often  re¬ 
proved  hardeneth  his  neck,  fhall  fuddenly  be  deltroy- 
ed,  and  that  without  remedy-  And  therefore  I  am  a- 

fraid  God  will  not  accept  me.  . 

ylnf.  Such  threatnings  as  this  are  only  declarations 
of  what  God  does  oftentimes  do.  There  are  foms 
threatnings  that  are  abfclute ;  wherein  God  does  ab- 
folutely  declare  what  he  will  do  ;  fuch  are  the  threat¬ 
nings  of  mine  for  final  1  mpenitemy  and  unbelief.  l>ut 

■  man  | 
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niany  other  threathings  are  but  declarations  of  what 
God  oftentimes  does,  and  in  their  application  to  par¬ 
ticular  perfons  are  to  be  underftood  with  a  condition  ; 
according  to  that  rule,  Jev.  i8-  7,  8.  So  that  fuch  per- 
Ions  may  be  faved  if  they  do  repent.  This  is  evident 
not  only  from  the  many  invitations  in  the  Scripture 
that  reach  and  comprehend  fuch  iinners  as  well  as  o- 
thers  ;  but  from  hence  alfo,  that  the  generality  of 
thofe  whom  the  Lord  accepts  have  been  guilty  of  re¬ 
ceding  many  reproofs;  the  generality  of  the  Saints 
have  lived  to  mens  and  womens  eftates,  under  means* 
before  they  yielded  any  real  obedience  unto  God  : 
therefore  this  threatning  cannot  be  underftood  of  the 
ceitain  ruine  of  all  that  have  hardned  their  necks  af¬ 
ter  many  reproofs.  If  you  be  of  this  number  there  is 
free  liberty  and  good  encouragement  for  you  to  come 
to  Chrift  notwithftanding. 

Objed.  5.  IdUiT  I  dm  afraid  that  God  has  given  me 
Up  TO  judicial  hardnefs  of  heart ,  that  he  has  taken  his 

pmt  away  from  me ;  and  if  fo j  he  does  not  intend  ms  in 
the  call  of  the  Gofpek 

I4'/’, l-  1TjIE1^  E  is  an  hardnefs  of  heart  that  is  not 
judicial.  Indeed  every  man  by  nature  is  under  the 

power  of  an  hard  heart.  There  may  be  abundance  of 
hard  heartednefs  in  you  though  no  judicial  hardnefs. 
There  may  be  fome  legal  foftnefs,  and  tendernefs.ahd 
refuting,  wnere  there  is  judicial  hardnefs,*  as  it  wa<? 
with  Pharoah,  So  there  may  be  hardnefs  where  there 
is  no  judicial  hardneis.  This  is  an  evidence  of  it,  be- 
cauie  Cjod  promifes  them  to  take  away  the  hardnefs 

lien  fnt  ^Zek'/r  l'C  1  riU  takethe  heart  of 

ftep  °f 9  wrflejb,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 

•  i  °{ters  have  feared  tfiat  they  have  Uteri 

judicially  hardened,  that  have  aft encar. d]  hen  convert - 

be  DernfJ  hardened  do  net  ule  to 

worn  todeied  W'f  tblr  fear-  The  judgment  it  fclf  is 

is  a  hrm  r°T  fears  of  this  kind  :  but  it 

9  t  *hing  fgr  fouls  under  trouble  to  be  afraid 
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of  this :  others  have  feen  afterwards  that  they  have 

been  miftalten,  and  fo  may  you.  .  c 

»  The  reafons  why  perfons  under  the  worlc  or 

converfion  fear  that  they  are  given  up  to  hardneis,and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  has  forfaken  them,  is,  becauje 
the  Spirit  does  after  a  ’while  change  its  way  oj  work¬ 
ing-  When  the  Spirit  begins  to  work  upon  them, 
his  manner  is  to  difcover  their  danger,  and  after  a 
while  to  give  them  fome  encouragement,  whereby 
they  come  to  have  ftrong  affe&ions,  forrow,dehre, de¬ 
light;  and  now  they  are  eafily  perfwaded  that  the 
Spirit  is  at  work  with  them,  and  don  t  look  upon 
themfelves  hardened  ;  but  after  a  while,  when  thefe 
affedhons  fail  them,  and  they  find  themfelves  tlMajE 
fenfelefs,  now  they  are  afraid  that  theSpint  has  left  them. 
Whereas  the  reafon  is,  the  Spirit  has  changed  his 
work,  and  is  about  to  fliew  them  what  hearts  they 
have,  in  order  to  the  work  of  Humhmon.  If )  men 
could  maintain  their  lively  affections  they  wou  d  ne- 
ver  come  to  Chrift ;  therefore  the  Spirit  of  God  does 
leave  them  unto,  and  lead  them  into  an  experimental 
knowledge  of  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts-  So  that  this 
Vsnofign  of  the  Spirit’s  leaving  you,  but  an  effeft  of 
the  ore  fence  of  thehpirit.  His  manner  is  to  convince 
meii  that  they  are  poor  and  wretched,  and  blind,  and 

“PhE  ^conditional  offer  of  the  Gcfpel  is  made  to 
you,  how  hard  foever  your  heart  ts  You  are  “u®°» 

and  if  you  will  accept  you  fhall  be  faved.  Go 

ieiffs  none  that  come  to  him  by  Chrift.  Do  you 
cent  the  Gofpel,  and  God  will  never  objed'your 
hard-heartednefs  againft  you.  He  never  turned  any 
away,  becaufe  their  hearts  were  hard  :  Come  to  him 

J&e'is  m  Siaifie. 

“Y  ft  Heb. 
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had  great  enlightnings ;  and  fince  I  have  been  enlightned, 
I  have  been  guilty  of  a  great  deal  of  rebellion  againft 
God ,  and  have  felt  the  workings  of  enmity  to  God  in 
my  heart ;  and  if  fo,  it  is  a  vain  thing  for  me  to  come 
to  Chrift,  he  .was  not  facrificed  for  fuch. 

fdnf  For  the  anfwering  of  this  Doubt  I  fhall  open 
this  Scripture  to  you,  and  ttiew  you  what  is  meant  by 
finning,  and  by  wilful  finning- 

1.  JBy  finning  here  is  not  meant  any  fort  of  fin,  but 
fome  fpecial  fin  ;  particularly  the  fin  of  apoftacy  and 
renouncing  ofthe  Gofpel.  This  is  evident,becaufe  this 
fin  is  that  which  he  (peaks  of  in  the  verfe  immediate¬ 
ly  preceding  :  there  he  fpeaks  of  men's  catting  off 
their  Chriftian  fociety,  and  therewith  the  profeffion  of 
the  truth;  which  is  the  thing  hediflwades  from  in  this 
verfe.  And  he  evidently  fpeaks  of  apoftacy  when  he 
comes  to  explain  his  meaning  more  fully,  ver  29.  he 
calls  this  fin  a  treading  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  &c, 
Befides  the  fame  Apoftle  fpeaking  of  the  fame  fin/ 
Heb.  <S.  6.  calls  it  a  falling  away. 

2.  By  finning  or  apoftatizing  wilfully  we  are  to 
underttand  a  malicious  apoftacy.  The  word  indeed 
does  fignify  willingly  ;  but  it  alfo  fignifies  fpitefully 
or  malicioufly,  or  as  in  our  verfion  wilfully •  There 

are  three  ways  that  men  may  apottatize  from  the  pro- 
fdfion  of  the  Gofpel.  They  may  do  it  ignorantly  1 ' 
when  men  are  blinded  by  the  arguments°of  Here- 
ricks.  They  may  do  it  againft  their  light,  through  a 
fpirit  of  fear,  as  fome  good  men  have  done, and  many 
others  that  have  not  finned  unpardonably.  In  time 
of  perfection  many  have  through  weaknefs  denied  the 
Golpel.  They  may  do  it  fpitefully  and  malicioufly, 
that  is  here  intended,  for  they  are  faid,  ver.  29.  To  do 
defpite  to  the  fpirit  of  grace-  By  this  you  may  fee  that 
tho  there  have  been  many  backflidings  after  your  illu¬ 
mination, though  you  have  had  a  ttubborn  and  rebeT 
I0HS  yet  you  may  be  free  from  the  fin  here  in- 

tmtoChrift  ^ opportunity t0 com~ With acceptance 

R  z  ObjeA, 
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Object.  7.  /  have  not  the  qualifications  that  are  men¬ 
tioned/  fometimes  in  the  invitation  oj  the  Gofpel,  as  Jj'ai. 
55.  x.  Ho  every  one  that  thirtieth,  come  ye  tothe  wa¬ 
ters.  Mat ■  11.  18.  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden, and  I  will  give  you  relt.  There- 

fore  I  fear  I  am  not  invited. 

Anil  1.  SOME  perfons  havethefs  qualifications  that 

fear  they  have  not.  Some  men  think  they  aie  not  a- 
thirft,  becaufe  they  don’t  find  longing  aelne  after 
Chrift  ;  their  hearts  are  dead  and  lenfelels  ;  they 
don’t  find  any  love  unto  Chrift  :  But  fouls  may  be  laid 
to  be  athirft,  when  they  are  in  want  of  reirelhing, 
when  their  fouls  are  parched  under  th ejenfe  oj  God  s 
miser,  their  hearts  are  ready  to  tail  tor  want  of  com¬ 
fort.  So  they  think  they  are  not  heavy  laden,  becauie 
fin  is  not  fuch  a  burden  to  them  as  it  fhoiud  be  ,  e- 
caufe  they  have  not  an  heart  to  mourn  101  fin  :  ut 
there  is  no  man  can  mourn  for  fin  aright,  until  he  nas 
clofed  with  Chrift.  But  you  are  heavy  laden,  it  the 
anger  of  God,  and  your  danger  do  load  you;  and  you 
can’t  find  any  means  in  your  lelves  to  eafe  you  of  your 
burden.  Adt-  16.  90.  What  mufi  Ido  to  befaved. 

1.  The  invitation  is  not  confined  to  men  that  have 
thefe  qualifications,  but  only  particularly  applied  unto 
them.  Such  are  under  fpecial  temptation,  and  have 
fpecial  need  of  fupport.  It  is  one  thing  to  apply  the  call 
to  one  particular  fort  of  men,  another  to  limit  it,  and 
'■confine  it  to  them  :  it  may  be  applied  particular  y  o 
young  ones, yet  that  does  not  exclude  the  ancient;  to  pool 
ones,yetthat  does  not  exclude  the  wealthy ;  to  afflicted 
ones,  and  that  does  not  exclude  men  that  are  in  prol- 
perity  ;  unto  the  Jews ,  but  that  does  not  exclude  the 
Gentiles.  Rev.  2 2., a 2.  Whoever ’Will  let  him  come  and, 

take  the  water  of  life  freely-  ...  .  T 

Obiedt.  8.  I  have  not  a  work  of  Humiliation,  lam 
■not  brought  wholly  out  of  my  felf  ;  therefore  I  am  not 

eaUAnf.  i  Persons  that  are  not  humbled ,  are  called  to 
come  to  drift .  Their  next  work  indeed  is  not^to 
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come  to  Chrift,  but  to  come  out  of  themfelves,  and  fo 
come  to  Chrift:  ;  to  forfake  all  other  confidences,  and 
build  on  Chrift,  to  throwaway  other  hopes,  and  flee 
to  this  hope  that  is  fet  before  them  :  to  throw  away 
their  crutches,  and  lean  upon  Chrift.  Self-righteous 
perfons  are  invited.  Re v.  3.  17,  i8«  They  that  fiaid 
they  were  rich ,  are  invited  to  come  to  Chrift  for  gold 
tried  in  the  fire . 

2.  If  perfons  are  fo  far  humbled  as  to  be  willing  to 
take  Chrift  on  his  own  terms ,  that  is  enough •  There 
needs  no  humiliation  before  faith,  but  upon  this  ac¬ 
count,  that  perfons  may  he  fo  fhiftlefs,  that  they  may 
be  willing  to  take  Chrift  as  a  free  gift  of  God.  Men 
need  fo  much,  that  they  may  not  make  lie§  their  re- 
.  fuge,  but  may  be  prepared  to  take  th cfree  offer  of  the 
Gofpel  ;  fo  much  as  is  neceflary  in  order  to  a  depen¬ 
dence  on  Chrift  and  free-grace  is  needful,  and  no 
more. 

Objecft.  9.  HOW  can  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrifi 
make  God  love  me  ?  I  have  no  righteoufnefs  of  my  own 
to  draw  the  heart  of  God  to  me ,  and  I  don’t  fee  how  tbs 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  can  procure  the  love  of  God  for  me, 

Hnf  r.  The  ufe  of  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  to 
anfwer  the  demands  of  the  Law  for  you.  The  Law  laid 
an  objection  in  the  way  of  your  falvation,  which  mull 
be  removed  before  you  could  be  faved  :  the  Law 
'Vyould  not  admit  of  your  falvation, without  a  compleat 
righteoufnefs  :  and  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  does 
Remove  this  objection.  This  is  as  much  as  the  Law 
does  demand  as  the  condition  of  life.  The  righte- 
oulnefs  of  Chrift  makes  you  an  heir  of  blellednels  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law.  This  removes  the  guilt  of  ftn, 
this  fupplies  your  want  of  worthinefs ;  fo  that  hereby 
n.*%Vay  ^  made  your  falvation  without  any  in- 
1  altic £'  Row/j  There  needs  nothing  more  to  make 

y°ui  iaivation  iree  rrom  any  legal  exceptions. 

n  j  IILRE  ^  no  need  that  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
ftf Ji-  Pfure  the  love  of  God  for  you.  Men  are  troub- 
‘  !5  os  '  ^mfelves  in  vain,  when  they  are  fe eking  a 
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caufe  of  God’s  love  out  of  himfelf.  God’s  love  is  the 
firft  caufe  of  man’s  falvation,  and  has  no  dependance 
upon  any  thing.  It  is  impoilible  that  any  thing  out 
of  God  ihould  move  God  to  love  you,  and  there  is 
fvfficiency  cf  G  race  in  God  to  love  you,  tho’  there  be 
no  external  caufe  to  move  him*.  God  loves  men 
freely,  Hof.  14.  4.  He  can  have  mercy  upon  you  be- 
caufe  he  will.  The  love  that  God  has  to  the  Angels 
of  heaven  is  not  built  upon  their  righteoufnefs,  but  is 
the  foundation  of  their  righteoufnefs;  becaufe  they 
were  Eleht  Angels,  therefore  they  continued  holy 
Angels.  And  the  love  of  God  to  Abraham  and  all 
his  Saints  does  not  depend  upon  their  righteoufne(s, 
nor  upon  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;  indeed  the 
love  of  God  was  the  reafon  why  Chrift  was  fent  to 
work  out  righteoufnefs  for  us.  Joh.  4-  10.  He  loved 
u$s  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins. 

Objedt.  10.  I  have  not  the  inward  call  of  the  Gofpel  ; 
how  can  it  be  faid  then ,  that  God  calls  me  ?  I  have 
indeed  an  external  call ;  but  God  does  not  inwardly  call 


me,  and  I  wait  for  that. 

Anf  It  is  the  outward  call  of  the  Gofpel  that  gives 
men  their  warrant  to  believe.  It  is  the  writtenYV  ord 
of  God  that  bears  us  out  in  it ;  and  you  muft  not  ex- 
pedt  any  other  warrant  but  that.  You  muft  not  ex- 
pedt  any  new  revelations  to  warant  your  coming  to 
Chrift,  2  Pet.  1.  19.  We  have  alfo  a  more  fure  word  of 
prophecy.  The  inward  call  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
opening  of  the  ear  to  hear  the  outward  call ;  the  inward 
call  is  only  that  illumination  of  the  mind  whereby  we 
fee  God  calling  of  us  in  his  word  ;  the  ajfuring  us 
of  the  truth  of  the  Gofpel.  The  call  of  God  in  his 
word  is  that,  that  gives  men  their  encouragement  to 
come  to  Chrift ;  the  w;ord  of  God  is  the  ground  of 
faith.  Pfal.91.4.  His  truth  pall  be  thypield  and  buck¬ 
ler.  The  defign  of  the  inward  call  is  only  to  clear 
up  the  outward  call;  and  fatisfie the  heart  in  that.  The 
outward  call  evidences  men’s  fafety  in  coming,  there 

is  God’s  teftimony,  and  that  is  an  evidence  beyond 
J  J  exception* 
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exception.  1  Joh.  5.  9*  God’s  call  in  his  Word  makes 
it  your  duty  to  believe ;  but  that  it  would  not  do,  if 
it  did  not  give  you  a  fufficient  warrant  to  believe : 
the  inward  call  helps  us  to  read  and  underftand  our 
warrant:  but  it  is  the  outward  call  that  gives  warrant 
to  believe.  The  outward  call  is  the  foundation  of  faith* 
Aft.  13.  48.  Jhey  glorified  the  Word  of  the  Lord  and 
believed.  God  fpeaks  his  heart  in  the  outward  call ; 
men  flight  it,  and  fay  it  is  but  an  outward  call.  But 
the  outward  call  is  no  delufion,  God  fpeaks  upright¬ 
ly  in  the  outward  call,  there  you  may  fee  the  heart 
of  God,  how  ready  he  is  to  beftow  fal  vation  upon  fin- 
ners;  and  the  outward  call  binds  God’s  faithfulnefs. 
The  outward  call  lays  fuch  a  tie  upon  God  as  makes 
the  condition  of  believers  very  fafe.  Heb.  10.  25.  Let 
us  hold  f aft  the  prof effion  of  our  faith  without  waverings 
for  he  is  faithful  that  promifed. 

Objeft.  11.  I  have  an  unwilling  fpirit  to  come  to 
Chrift  y  and  therefore  I  am  not  called :  for  the  call  is 
only  to  them  that  will ,  Rev.  22*17.  Whofoever  will, 
let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 

Jlnf  1.  When  God  fays  whoever  willy  he  does  not  lu 
mtt  the  call  to  them  that  will,  the  offer  is  general,  and 
therefore  is  made  unto  them  that  will  not,  as  well  as 
unto  them  that  will.  Men  that  are  unwilling  ought 
to  come;  men’s  duty  does  not  depend  upon  their  will- 
ingnefs  to  do  it:  God  commands  thofe  that  are  unwill¬ 
ing,  The  generality  of  the  Jews  were  not  willing 
to  come  to  Chrift:  yet  God  required  them  to  come, 
Joh.  9.  29.  Lfthis  is  the  work  of  God  that  ye  believe  on 
himy  whom  he  hath  fent:  God  makes  conditional  pro- 
mifes  unto  fuch,  arid  will  punifh  fuch  men  for  their 
not  coming  unto  Chrift.  It  will  be  a  poor  excufe  at 
the  laft  day  for  men  to  fay  they  were  not  willing, 
out  of  their  own  mouth  God  will  condemn  them. 

2.  When  God  fays  whofoever  will;  he  does  not 
require  any  antecedent  willingnefs  before  their  corning. 
The  meaning  is  not  that  men  muft  firft  find  themfelves 
{willing,  and  fo  come  to  Chrift :  men  muft  not  wait  for 
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a  willing  fpirit,  as  a  ground  of  encouragement  to  come 
to  Chrifly  Cod  does  not  require  that  men  fhould  be 
firft  willing,,  and  then  come ;  it  is  a  concomitant  will- 
ingnefs  only  that  God  does  require,not  an  antecedent ; 
for  indeed  no  man  is  truly  willing  to  believe  in  (Shrift, 
until  he  does  fo. 

3.  The  meaning  of  it  is,  that  there  is  an  univerfai 
liberty  given  to  men  to  come  to  Chrifh  He  will  be- 
ifow  the  blejfing  on  none  but  thofe  that  will ;  and 
upon  any  one  that  will.  The  meaning  i s,  that  he  will 
reject  no  man  that  will  come,  upon  any  defedl  what¬ 
ever^  upon  any  account  that  may  be  thought  of.  What¬ 
ever  their  outw  ard  condition  be,  whatever  hearts  they 
have,  whatever  their  former  life  have  been,  whatever 
weaknefs  there  be  in  their  faith ;  it  is  an  univerfai 
pffer  without  an  exception. 

Ohjedh  12 .  I  am  afraid  I  don’t  underfand  the  mean - 
ing  of  the  call  :  God  promifes  life  to  them  that  believey 
hut  there  may  be  feme  interpretation  or  other  found 
mt j  that  I  did  not  think  of:  I  fear  J  Jhould  but  deceive 
my  felf,  ij  I  jhould  come:  .  .  *'  *+ 

Anf.  You  [care  yourfelf  caufelejly God  has  upon 
defign  fo  phrafed  the  calls  of  the  Gofpel,  that  all  our 
fcruples  may  be  removed,  Joh.  6.  37.  He  that  cometh 
tr\  e,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out a  God  has  made  our 
way  plain  to  Chrifh  There  can  be  no  interpretation 
piade  contrary  to  the  words  of  the  call ;  and  they  bind 
the  thing  fure  enough.  There  can  be  no  interpreta¬ 
tion  contrary  to  the  glory  of  free  grace ,  which  is  the 
great  thing  that  God  does  defign.  His  defign  fhall 
hot  fall  to  the  ground.  There  can  be  no  fuch  inter¬ 
pretation  as  fhall  rob  Chrifl  of  his  honour ,  the  honour 
of  being  a  compleat  Saviour  ;  yea  here  can  be  no 
fuch  interpretation  but  what  is  fuitable  to  the  neceffity 
of  Jimters-  This  way  of  falvation  is  propofed  to  be  ar$ 
help  to  us,  and  if  we  can’t  have  falvation  in  a  way 
of  free  Grace  upon  Chrift’s  account,  but  that  there 
be  fome  worthinefs  in  us,  it  would  oe  ho  help 
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tons.  If  God  did  ftand  for  any  worthinefs  ]n  us 

we  fliould  be  uncapable  of  falvation. 

Object.  13.  I  am  afraid  if  Ip ould  believe  that  I  fall 
come  in  a  wrong  way,  and  then  I  pall  be  in  a  icorfe 
condition  than  1  am  now ;  then  I pall  go  hoping  to  hell . 

Anf  If  you  come  to  Chriil  meerly  upon  Goff  el 
encouragements, ,  you  cannot  corne  in  a  wrong  way.  If 
you  come  indeed  upon  fuch  encouragements  as  thefe 
that  you  have  net  much  angredGod,thzt  you  have  pacified 
him,  that  you  have  a  great  love  for  him,that  you  have  not 
been  Jo  bad  as  other  men,that  your  heart  is f oft  Si  broken 
for  fin,  &c.  you  don't  come  in  a  right  way.  But  if  you 
come  meerly  upon  the  encouragements  that  God  fets  be¬ 
fore  you  in  his  word,  you  do  come  in  a  right  way. 
God  offers  Salvation  to  you,  and  tells  you  that  his 
Grace  is  free,  that  Chrift  has  dyed  for  our  fins  ;  and 
if  this  prevail  upon  you,  that  though  you  are  vile,yet 
there  is  vertue  enough  in  Chrift  for  the  pardon  of 
them  that  God  is  a  God  of  glorious  Grace,  that  his 
word  is  true,  and  upon  the  encouragement  hereof  you 
come  to  Chrift,  God  will  not  rejecft  you.  This*is'the 
faith  that  God  calls  for.  Rfalpp.  Vfal.^i.  4,  2  3tnu 
x.  11. 

Objedt  14.  IN  this ‘way  of  coming  unto  Chrift,  I 
fnufi  take  all  upon  truft  :  we  don’t  fee  that  it  is  (o  we 
cannot  tell  whether  ftfefus  be  the  Chrift,  whether  ’Go& 
does  take  delight  in  his  Sacrifice,  and  be  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  us  ;  it  isfo  reported  and  recorded  ;  but  we  don’t 
know  it  to  be  fo,  but  muft  take  it  upon  truft. 

.  W E  muft  indeed  take  things  upon  trull,  but  it 
is  upon  the  teftimony  of  God.  If  we  muft  take  it  up- 
pn  truft  from  man  only,  that  would  be  hard ;  hut  it 
js  not  hard  to  take  it  upon  truft  from  God.  We  have 
more  lor  if,  than  againft  it ;  we  have  nothing  againft 

11  r  ,vam  con/eftures  and  furmifes.  The  things 
%  em,ves  are  not  incredible ;  this  way  of  falvation 
c°n*^ary  to  the  jufticeof  God,  nor  beyond 
-  mercy  of  God  ;  no  man  was  ever  able  to  give 
*ny  dcr0onftratioH  againft  this  way  of  falvation.  Men 

fcart; 


J 


%6o  *The  Safety  of  Appearing  Chap.  X. 

fcare  themfelves  with  vain  fcruples  and  ignorant  ima¬ 
ginations  of  their  own  :  and  are  fuch  conjectures  and 
gueffings  to  be  fet  againft  the  teftimony  of  God  ?  God 
has  fent  us  word  from  heaven  that  we  may  have  fal- 
vation  byChrift :  He  gives  his  witnefs  unto  it,and  that 
may  well  fatisfy  us ;  what  God  fpeaks  he  will  make 
good.  If  we  receive  the  witnefs  of  men,  the  witnefs 
of  God  is  greater ,  and  we  may  fafely  venture  our  fouls 
upon  his  word.  God  allures  us  that  it  is  fo,and  gives 
a  large  account  in  his  word  how  the  thing  is  brought 
about  y  he  gives  us  an  account  of  the  realon  of  it,the 
means  and  method  of  accomplifhing  it,  and  the  defign 
that  is  upon  his  heart,  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  exceeding 
agreable  unto  right  reafon  ;  removing  all  weighty 
objections  that  can  arife  in  your  hearts.  If  you  will 
hearken  unto  cavils  and  the  pretences  of  reafon,  and 
Hand  off  from  Jefus  Chrift,  you  mult  expeCt  to  rue  it 
another  day  :  but  if  you  defire  the  good  of  your  fouls, 
and  to  efcape  thofe  miferies  that  fhall  come  upon  an 
unbelieving  world,  rejeCt  temptations,  and  call  away 
all  the  vain  arguings  of  your  hearts,  and  accept  of 
this  glorious  call,  and  build  upon  this  fure  foundation  ; 
you  need  not  have  any  greater  affurance  than  God  s 
Wordy  which  will  endure  when  heaven  and  earth  fhall 
fail.  It  is  well  for  thofe  men  and  women  that  have 
the*  word  of  God  for  their  Salvation.  It  is  bad  build¬ 
ing  hopes  of  heaven  upon  men  s  fancies  j  but  it 
fafe  building  them  upon  Goffs  word. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XL 

USE.  IV.  Exhortation  :  7*0  Saints ,  to  live  by  Faith 
upon  the  Right coufnefs  of  JESUS  CHRIST* for 
your  acceptance . 


Use.  IV. 


$££&  #5#  • 

Shall  conclude  the  Difcourfe  with 
j  an  Exhort  at  i  on  to  the  people  of 
God ,  to  be  often  renewing  alls  of 
depend ance  upon  Ch riffs  Right  eoujft 
nefs  for  your  acceptance  with  God  ;  be  believing  on 
Chrift  for  your  acceptance  both  now  and  in  the  day  of 
Judgment .  A  great  part  of  the  life  of  a  Chriftian  lies 
in  the  cxercife  of  Faith ;  and  as  you  are  to  be  exerci¬ 
sing  Faith  in  Chrift  for  other  things,  fo  efpecially  for 
your  acceptance  and  Salvation.  ?Tis  not  enough  that 
you  have  once  ventured  your  felves  on  Chrift,  and 
accepted  of  the  tender  of  life  made  to  you  through 
him,  but  you  muft  live  upon  Chrift  for  acceptance  all 
your  days.  You  ought  to  be  always  in  a  believing 
frame,  and  never  to  put  forth  any  aCt  contrary  unto 
the  aeft  of  Faith,  ana  very  often  to  be  renewing  of 
the  aefts  of  Faith  for  your  acceptance.  There  are  ma¬ 
ny  fpecial  occajions,  when  it  is  duty  fo  to  do ;  as  when 
God  is  Setting  the  offers  of  this  Grace  before  you  in 
his  Word,  and  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord3 s-Supper ; 
fo  when  you  meet  with  any  temptations ,  to  beat  you 
off  from  this  way  of  believing,  when  you  have  been 
contracting  any  fpecial  guilty  when  you  go  before  God 
in  Solemn  prayer .  And  befides  what  is  to  be  done 
on  fuch  occafions  as  thefe,  it  is  a  duty  to  have  the 
heart  working  and  carried  out  in  this  way  at  other 
times ;  and  it  will  be  fo  where  the  heart  is  in  a  believ¬ 
ing  frame  \  men  then  will  love  to  be  thinking  upon 
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the  precious  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  putting  forth 
afts  of  dependanee  thereupon.  God  requires  you  to 
be  much  in  the  exercife  of  f  aith,  i  Toh.  5.13.  Thofe 
things  have  I  mitten  to  you  that  believe  on  the  Name 
of  the  Son  of  God,  that  you  may  know  that  you  have  e- 
ternal  life y  and  that  you  may  believe  on  the  Name  oj  the 
Son  of  God.  This  ought  to  be  upon  a  double  account. 

1.  This  is  an  honour  due  to  God  and  Jefus  Chrift . 
It  becomes  us  to  be  putting  honour  upon  them  by  re¬ 
newing  thofe  aits  of  Faith.  When  a  man  is  drawing 
his  encouragement  from  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
and  the  free  grace  of  God,  prizing  Chrift’s  Righteouf¬ 
nefs,  fatisfiedwith  that,  rejoycing  in  it,  rolling  himfelf 
upon  it,  he  is  putting  honour  thereupon;  and  it  is 
no  more  than  it  does  deferve*  It  becomes  us  to  be 
giving  this  glory  unto  God  and  Jefus  Chrift.  When 
the  aits  of  Faith  are  much  intermitted,  and  when 
there  are  any  aitings  of  unbelief,  we  do  deny  them 
their  due  honour;  but  the  exercife  of  Faith  is  a  practi¬ 
cal  acknowledgment  of  their  glory.  And  this  is  one 
part  of  that  way  of  holinefs ,  wherein  the  people  of 
God  are  walking  unto  falvation.  The  firft  a£l  of 
Faith  in  Chrift  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  Covenant,  other 
<a£ls  of  Faith  are  a  part  of  our  attending  that  way  of 

Joolinefs  which  is  the  way  of  life. 

z.  This  is  the  way  of  our  comfort .  We  need  to  be 
from  time  to  time  renewing  the  afls  of  Faith,  that  we 
may  live  a  comfortable  life ;  this  is  a  way  to  have  a 
ftable  and  well  grounded  comfort;  for  in  this  way  Oi 
falvation,  God  has  given  us  everlafting  confolation  and 
good  hope ,  2  Thef.  2.  16.  The  actings  of  unbelief  fill 
the  foul  with  trouble.  That  faint  muft  needs  live  a 
forrowful  life,  that  is  much  carried  away  with  an  un¬ 
believing  heart*  Such  a  life  is  attended  with  many 
terrors  and  fears;  unbelief  is  the  finking  of  the  heart. 
The  prevaitings  of  a  fpirit  of  difcouragement,  bring  a 
man  into  a  molt  perplexed  condition.  And  he  that 
lives  in  a  w'ay  of  carnal  confidence  will  live  a  life  oi 
trouble ;  though  at  times  his  joy  may  be  Sre2it^W^ 
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there  will  often  be  fuch  difcoveries  of  his  heart,  and 
convictions  of  his  danger,  as  will  fill  his  foul  with  fear 
and  trembling-  The  only  way  to  live  a  fweet  and 
comfortable  life  is  to  live  by  Faith  upon  Chrifh  The 
aftings  of  Faith  give  reft  unto  the  heart :  there  will 
be  fome  meafure  of  comfort  where  ever  Faith  is  in 
exercife ;  though  a  man  be  in  the  dark  about  his  con¬ 
dition,  yet  the  very  aCtings  of  Faith  will  fupport  his 
heart.  Faith  difcovers  a  refting  place  for  the  Foul,-  in 
the  exercile  of  Faith,  the  loul  is  receiving  ol  encou¬ 
ragement  ;  therefore  Faith  is  often  exprelfed  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  by  Joy.  ‘Mil.  3. 3.  Hab-  3.  18.  Indeed  there  is  a 
fnveetnefs  and  pleafmgnefs  in  the  exercifes  of  every 
Grace,  becaule  they  are  fuitable  to  that  new  nature 
that  God  has  put  into  his  Saints ;  but  there  is  a  fpecial 
fv\eetnefs  in  the  exercile  of  Faith,  becaufe  the  nature 
of  it  is  to  entertain  a  well  grounded  comfort  and  en¬ 
couragement.  ^  very  actings  of  Faith  have  a  great 
deal  of  comfort  in  them,  and  the  reflection, s  of  the  foul 
upon  thofe  adls  of  Faith  have  a  great  deal  of  comfort 
in  them.  Faith  it  felf  is,  comfortable,  and  the  light  of 
Faith  is  comfortable.  Faith  comforts  as  it  entertains 
the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gofpel,  as 'it  difcovers  a  door 

of  hope.  .  The  light  of  Faith  comforts  as  it  difcovers 
a  lure  evidence  of  Salvation. 

In  profccuting  of  this  Use,  we  fhall  confider  three 
things. 

,.  1\  That  Saints  are  apt  to  be  difc our  aged  from  be- 
lieving  on  the  Righteoufnefs  of  Chriftfor  acceptance. 

2.  WHAT  their  ilifcouragements  are ,  together  with 
prcpofals  for  the  removing  of  them. 

3.  WHAT ‘  courfe  Saints  jhould  take  that  they  may 
difcoubragedlth  °nChrift  s  Rlghteoufnefs,  and  not  be 

J.  Confider,  SAINTS  are  apt  to  be  difcouraged  from 
e  levingon  tLeRjghteoufnefs  ofChrift  for  acceptance. 
r,  “E*Vre  for-ts  of  difcouragements  that 
<0 «oVian.S  haIe  refpecfl  unto  their  acceptance. 

Joft  iS)  when  they  are  difcou raged  as  if  they  were 

not 
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not  accepted,  as  if  they  were  not  Saints,  and  in  a  ftate 
of  Salvation  ;  their  prefent  ftate  is  dark  unto  them. 
And  .this  ariles  either  from  God’s  difpenfations  to¬ 
wards  them,  or  their  carriages  towards  God.  God 
lays  afflictions  upon  them,  exercifes  them  with  inward 
temptations,  don’t  give  afiurance  of  his  love  ;  don’t 
anfwer  their  prayers  ;  don’t  quicken  their  hearts  in 
his  Ordinances.  And  they  are  carried  away  with  cor¬ 
ruption,  don’t  feel  the  working  of  love  in  their  hearts, 
have  not  fuch  fpiritual  hearts  as  others  of  the  people 
of  God,  and  fo  they  are  ready  to  fink,  as  if  their  pre¬ 
fent  ftate  were  not  a  ftate  of  peace  with  God.  The 
ether  fort  of  difcouragement  is  when  they  are  afraid 
to  come  unto  Chrift  for  acceptance.  They  are  called 
upon  to  believe,  but  are  difeouraged  from  that  duty  ; 
it  don’t  enter  into  them  that  God  is  fo  free  to  accept 
of  them  through  Chrift  ;  they  dare  not  believe.  And 
thefe  two  forts  of  difeouragements  are  generally  com¬ 
panions,  and  go  together,  though  not  always.  Ufually 
when  Chriftians  are  difeouraged  as  to  their  prefent 
ftate,  they  are  alfo  more  backw  ard  to  believe  than  at 
other  times  ;  and  their  hearts  are  frighted  becaufe  of 
the  greatnefs  and  number  of  their  fins.  And  wrhen 
they  are  in  an  unbelieving  frame,  they  are  many 
times  difeouraged  as  if  they  w'ere  not  Saints,  and  can’t 
difeern  thofe  figns  that  they  can  fee  plain  enough  at 
another  time.  This  latter  fort  of  difeouragements 
whereby  Saints  are  difeouraged  from  believing  in 
Chrift  is,  that  we  are  nowr  difeourfing  of  :  and  this 
difeouraged  frame  is  one  of  thofe  frames  that  are  con¬ 
trary  to  a  believing  frame. 

There  are  two  other  frames  in  Chriftians  that  are 
contrary  to  believing  in  Chrift.  One  is  a  flighty , 
carelefs  and  regardlefs  frame  of  fpirit  refpeCling  ac¬ 
ceptance  with  God,  and  eternal  Salvation.  Men’s 
hearts  arefometimes  fo  deeply  engaged  in  the  world, 
that  they  are  little  concerned  about  the  ftate.  of  their 
Souls  •  they  have  not  the  weight  of  it  on  their  hearts, 
to  make  fare  a  part  in  Chrift.  Sometimes  Chriftians 
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are  under  the  prevailings  of  a  fenjlefs  fpirit,  they  have 
not  fenfe  nor  folemnity  enough  upon  their  hearts  to 
put  forth  an  adt  of  faith.  The  other  is  a  felf-righte- 
ous  frame,  whereby  Chriftians  are  apt  to  be  drawing 
of  their  encouragements  for  their  acceptance  with 
God  from  their  own  righteoufnefs-  But  beiides  thefe 
there  is  a  difcour  aged  frame  of  fpirit  whereby  Saints 
are  afraid  to  believe ;  as  if  there  were  not  encourage¬ 
ment  enough  to  believe, in  the  offers  of  ChrifFs  Righ¬ 
teoufnefs  to  them.  This  difcouraged  frame  of  fpirit 
is,  that  we  fhall  particularly  confider  of  as  being  direct¬ 
ly  contrary  to  the  doCtrine  of  our  fafe  appearing  in 
ChrifFs  Righteoufnefs,  which  has  been  cleared  up  in 
the  former  part  of  this  Difcourfe. 

That  Saints  are  very  apt  to  be  difcouraged  frohi 
believing  is  evident  from  the  univerfal  experience  of 
the  people  of  God ;  they  find  it  a  difficult  thing  to 
live  a  life  of  faith,  and  find  many  CD  oub  tings  arifingin 
their  hearts,  many  jealoufies  that  their  hearts  are  fug- 
gelling.  They  are  apt  to  be  difcouraged  from  believ¬ 
ing  for  other  things,  outward  bleffings,  divine  affift- 
ance,and  whateverGod  has  promifed ;  and  thus  it  is  al- 
fo  with  refped:  unto  their  acceptance  with  God.  Were 
they  not  fo  apt  to  be  difcouraged  they  would  live  a 
more  fweet  and  comfortable  life  than  they  do.  The 
Difciples  of  Chrift  were  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that 
the  prophets  have  written^  Luk.  24.  25.  Saints  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  fay  as  he,  I  am  undone 3  becauf  I  am  a  man  of  un¬ 
clean  lips ,  ifai.  6.  5.  Their  faith  would  many  times 
fail  if  there  were  not  fpecial  affiftance  given  unto 
them,  Luk.  22-32.  I  have  prayed  for  thee  that  thy 
faith  fail  not.  The  Apoftl e  CPaul  plainly  implies 
that  he  found  great  want  of  faith  when  he  expreffes 
his  care  to  know  Chrifl  and  the  power  of  his  refurreCli - 
ony  Phil.  3.  10.  And  hence  it  is,  that  God  is  fo  often 
itirring  us  up  in  his  word  to  believe,  and  has  appoint¬ 
ed  lo  many  means  for  the  confirmation  and  eftablifh- 
ment  of  our  faith.  And  if  we  confider  the  Hate  of 
the  people  of  God,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  have' 
*  „  many 
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many  doubtings  and  rifings  of  difcouragement  in  their 
hearts.  For  the  lame  principles  that  do  fo  difcourage 
natural  men,  are  in  Saints ;  though  they  be  in  part 
mortified,  yet  they  do  remain  there  ;  ignorance  of  God, 
carnal  reafon ,  pride  of  heart,  are  remaining  in  them  ; 
and  Satan  is  bulie  to  Ftir  up  jealoubes  in  their  hearts  ^ 
he  is  ftriking  at  their  faith3  cafting  in  his  fiery  darts 
into  them ,  Eph.  6.  1 6.  And  they  have  many  dilcou- 
raging  temptations  before  their  eyes,  which  are  matter 
for  carnal  reafon  to  work  upon ;  which  are  next  to 
be  fpoken  unto. 

II.  Confider,  W A A'T*  their  fUifcouragements  a)e$ 
together  with  ‘ Propofals  for  the  removing  of  them. 

jDifcour.  I.  The  unfpeakable  great nefs  of  the  bleb 
Engs  that  are  offered  in  the  Gofpel.  He  has  a  feme 
upon  his  heart  that  it  is  a  wonderful  priviledge  to  be . 
brought  into  a  ilate  of  acceptance  with  God;  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God  is  better  than  life.  To  be  laved  and 
tranflated  from  a  mean  condition  in  this  world,  into 
the  higheft  heavens,  to  behold  the  face  of  God  for 
ever,  to  enjoy  pleasures  for  evermore  at  the  right  hand, 
of  God ,  to  be  made  like  the  Angels  of  God  ;tisio  great 
a  thing,that  it  will  Icarce  enter  into  him, confidenng  how 
mean  and  unworthy  he  is.  If  God  had  fpoken  o*. 
Tome  little  thing,  of  foine  more  moderate  felicity,  he 
fhould  not  have  Euck  fo  much  at  it  ;  but  this  is  io 
inconceivably  great,  that  he  is  jealous  whether  God 
be  willing  to  bellow  it  upon  him.  _  The  greatne  s  of 
it  puts  him  to  a  Hand,  arid  makes  it  ignore  unlikely  in 
his  eyes.  Sometimes  when  he  begins  to  rejoy ce  in 
it  his  heart  checks  him,  and  he  fears  it  is  too  good 
news  to  be  true.  As  the  Difciples  believed  not  for 
m  Luk.  24.  41.  And  as  it  is  lpoken  of  them,  «aL 
116.  x.  When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of 
his  people,  we  were  like  them  that  dream.  T.xe  xeart 
does  not  fo  flagger  at  leffer  mercies,  but  the  fenfe  of 
thl  treamfs  offalvation  makes  it  recoil,  and  proves 
a  temptation  to  unbelief.  He  doubts  of  it  and  fays 

w  1  ohd  in  very  deed  de  this  thins  ?  When  he  worth! 
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rejoycfe  in  the  thoughts  of  it,he  is  pulled  back  by  fears* 
that  it  will  not  be  fo-  The  greatnefs  of  it  begets  a 
fecret  damp  upon  his  foul,,  leaft  it  fliould  not  be  true  ; 
it  feems  incredible. 

For  the  removal  of  this  Difcourageipent,  .  <  . 

Genii.  1.  The  infiniteHefs  oj  God’s  mercy .  ii  ]S  i ./ 
a  great  gift*  but  it  is  not  too,  great  a  gift  for  God  to 
bellow  :  be  has  an  heart  large  enough  to  entertain 
fuch  purpofes  as  this-  Men  are  ready  to  think  that: 
God  will  count  it  too  much  for  them,  and  that  a  more 
moderate  felicity  were  fitter  for  them.  But  the  mer¬ 
cy  of  God  is  unlimit  Ted,  he  does  not  envy  man’s  blef- 
iednefs,  he  can  find  in  his  heart  to  bellow  all  this 
glory  upon  poor  unworthy  man.  God  is  rich  in  mercy? 
Eph.  2.  4.  ‘Plenteous  in  mercy, Pfai.  103.8.  The  great- 
eft  a<fl  of  mercy  is  not  beyond  the  merciful  nature 
of  God.  Fie  caii  do  any  thing  that  is  an  adt  of  mercy. 
His  mercy  Is  fuch  that  it  cannot  be  overcome,  with 
provocations*  but  it'can  overcome  the  greateft  pro¬ 
vocations  :  His  mercy  is  fuch  that  it  has  no  depen¬ 
dence  upon  man's  worthinefs.  God  has  Grace  enough 
hot  to  give  earthly  blefiings  only,  but  heavenly  bld- 
lings  unto  men.  He  has  fuch  mercy  as  that  he  can 
beartofeemen  in  the  poffeifion  of  heavenly  glory, and 
not  grudge  at  it,or  think  much  of  it :  He  has  fuch  mercy 
that  he  can  take  wonderful  delight  to  fee  men  happy* 

2.  IT  is  no  impoverishing  of  God  to  beftoiv  blejjednefs 
upon  you *  God  is  not  the  poorer  for  making  you  and 
thoufands  of  fuch  as  you  happy.  God  does  not  emp¬ 
ty  himfelf  and  lofe  of  his  fulnefs  ;  he  Has  never  the 
lefs  for  filling  of  you.  If  a  man  that  has  much  for 
himfelf  give  any  thingto  you,  he  has  the  lefs  for  him¬ 
felf  ,*  and  that  makes  men  the  more  backward  to> 
give  unto  others  :  but  it  is  not  thus  with  God.  The 
Sun  has  not  the  lefs  light  for  enlightening  the  world. 
God  does  beftow  all  his  mercy  and  falvation  Without 
any  diminution  to  hirnfelf :  He  is  not  the  lefs  happy 
himfelf  by  making  you  happy  :  He  cah  fpate  all  this 
glory  to  you  without  any  wrong  to  hifafelf.  Though 

"  S  \m 


atf8  *fhe  Safety  of  Appearing  Chap.  XI. 

this  Salvation  be  fo  great  a  thing,  yet  God  can  afford 
to  give  it.  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  men  fometimes  to 
perform  their  engagements  to  others,but  it  is  no  difficult 
thing  to  God  to  perform  his  offers  to  you.  In  my  Fa¬ 
ther's  houfe  there  is  bread  enough  and  to  Jpare,  Luk. 
15.  17.  God  has  not  the  lefs  glory  for  himfelf,  nor  for 
any  of  his  friends,  by  bellowing  glory  upon  you. 

3*  GOD  made  man  capable  of  enjoying  blejfednefs . 
God  has  made  man  not  only  capable  of  worldly  de¬ 
lights,  but  he  has  given  him  an  undemanding,  and 
free-will,  whereby  he  is  capable  of  enjoying  God  him- 
felf.  Man  is  made. of  fuch  a  nature  that  he  is  capable 
of  enjoying  the  prefence  of  God  ;  and  being  capable 
of  it,  he  cannot  be  fatisfied  till  he  come  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  him.  He  cannot  reft  but  in  his  center,  he 
cannot  be  happy  till  he  enjoys  his  proper  objeEl.  And 
furely  God  would  never  have  created  fuch  a  creature 
with  fuch  capacity ,  if  he  had  not  an  heart  to  bring 
him  to  the  enjoyment  of  himfelf,  in  a  way  of  hearken¬ 
ing  to  his  counfels.  Why  did  God  make  fuch  a 
creature  that  fhould  have  fuch  a  capacity  and  fuch 
defires,  if  he  had  not  an  heart  to  beftow  this  good 
upon  him  ?  God  fatisfies  the  defires  of  every  living 
thing.  Heavenly  glory  though  it  be  great,  yet  it  is 
not  too  much  for  our  need.  He  bellows  upon  the 
beafts  of  the  earth,  the  fifh  of  the  lea,  and  fowls  of 
heaven,  fuch  things  as  are  fuitable  to  their  needs ; 
and  why  Ihould  we  think  that  God  is  unwilling  to 
beftow  upon  man  •what  he  needs ,  if  men  will  take  the 
directions  that  he  gives  unto  them. 

a.  GOD  has  made  hea  ven  on  purpofe  to  beftow  it  up¬ 
on  men ;  together  with  the  Angels.  The  earth  was 
made  for  man,  and  fo  was  heaven  too.  God  railed 
this  glorious  building  on  purpofe  to  entertain  men. 
It  is  a  kingdom  prepared  for  them  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Mat.  25.  34.  God  has  prepared  for  thetii 
a  city ,  Heb.  11.  16.  This  was  one  of  the  firft  works 
that  God  ever  did  to  prepare  this  place  of  bleffednefs 
for  men.  He  did  not  need  any  heaven  for  himielf  ; 
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he  was  infinitely  happy  before  heaven  was  made ;  but 
he  made  it  on  purpofe  for  fuch  asfhall  come  to  Chrift. 
How  then  can  we  think  that  God  is  unwilling  to 
befirow  it  upon  them  ?  Now  it  is  made,  he  will  not 
fay  it  is  too  good  for  them.  He  turned  man  indeed! 
out  of  Paradife  that  was  made  for  him,  becaufe  that 
Was  made  for  him  only  fo  long  as  he  retained  his  in¬ 
tegrity  :  but  the  heavenly  Paradife  was  made  for  fuch 
as  will  come  unto  Chrill. 

5-  "THIS  is  hut  proportionable  to  that  defign  that  is 
Upon  the  heart  of  Goa.  Men  do  not  Hick  to  do  great 
things  for  the  accomplilhing  of  defigns  that  lie  much 
upon  their  hearts,  Princes  will  be  at  vail:  expence  to 
mew  their  magnificence  ;  the  Artift  will  take  a  great 
deal  of  pains  to  Ihew  his  skill :  and  God  has  a  defign 
upon  his  heart  fo  manifeft  his  glory  ;  and  has  done 
great  things  for  that  end.  He  made  this  glorious 
fabrick  of  .heaven  and  earth*  to  be  as  a  glafs  wherein 
his  glory  is  reprefented ;  and  the  eternal  falvation  of 
luch  as  you,  is  greatly  fubfervient  to  this  end,  Eph. 
*•  5 ,  6.  Eph.  i.  6,  ‘j.  Here  is  nothing -in  this  contrary 
to  God  s  glory;  nothing  that  is  an  hindrance  to  it : 
but  it  fuits  that  end.  The  mercy  of  God  is  much  ho¬ 
noured  by  his  pardoning  and  having  of  finners.  Mich. 
7-  1 8.  Herein  is  feen  what  free  companion  is  in  the' 
heart  of  God.  It  is  much  for  the  glory  of  God  to 
lead  finners  through  all  the  difficulties  of  the  way  unto 
heaven  ;  it  is  much  for  the  glory  of  God,  notwith- 
itanding  all  their  unworthinefs  to  bellow  heaven  up- 
on  them.  It  is  much  for  the  glory  of  God  to  have 
multitudes  in  heaven  to  be  fpedfators  and  admirers  of 
nis  glory.  Joh  17.  24.  That  they  may  be  with'  me 
where  I -am }  to  behold  my  glory  which  thou  haft  given 

THERE  has  been  a  great  price  paid  for  it.  If  you 

a  tept  tbeCovenant  of  works, and  been  perfectly  o- 
bedient  unto  God,  without  any  defedt,  you  would 
not  have  doubted  of  God’s  readinefs  to  accept  of 
you  and  lave  you  j  but  here  is  as  fair  a  way  made 

^  %  for 
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for  your  acceptance  and  falvation.  God  is  fully  fatis- 
fied  for  every  jot  of  that  glory  that  he  promifes  un¬ 
to  you.  Jefus  Chrift  has  payed  the  full  price  of  it, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Covenant.  It  is  a  due 
debt  to  all  that  are  partakers  of  the  Righteoufneis  of 
Chrift  :  it  is  an  aft  of  Juftice  in  God  to  beftow  Sal¬ 
vation  upon  them.  Heavenly  glory  is  purchafed  glo¬ 
ry,  Eph.  i*  14.  Until  the  redemption  of  the  purchafed 

poffeffwn.  r  •  r 

‘Difcour.  2.  ¥*HE  many  fins  that  he  has  been  guilty  oj . 

Sometimes  a  Saint  has  a  difmal frightful  apprehenfion 
of  his  fins ;  they  appear  to  him  as  a  dark  cloud.  He 
knows  that  God  is  an  holy  and  a  jealous  God  ;  he 
fpeaks  dreadfully  in  his  word  againft  finful  praftices, 
and  has  brought  dreadful  judgment  upon  angels  and 
men  for  their  fins :  and  hence  he  is  fearful  that  God  will 
not  pardon  him.  His  fins  proves  his  great  temptation. 
Hence  his  heart  is  ftill  harping  upon  that  firing,  that 
God  is  an  holy  fin-revenging  God  ;  and  that  he  hath 
been  guilty  of  abundance  of  fin,  Pfal.  40.  12.  Mine 
iniquities  take  hold  of  me,  fo  that  1  am  not  able  to 
look  up ,  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  head ,  there¬ 
fore  my  heart  faileth  me. 

And  there  are  two  things  efpecially  that  prove  mat¬ 
ter  of  temptation,  and  make  him  afraid  to  believe. 
One  thing  is,  the  many  aggravations  that  he  fees  in  his 
fins.  He  fins  againft  light,  againft  covenant, notwith- 
ftanding  abundance  of  mercy,  with  a  great  deal  of 
perverfenefs  j  they  have  reiterated  fi ns,  after  bewail- 
ings  of  the  fame  ;  they  have  finned  with  deliberation, 
their  fins  feem  to  have  exceeded  the  limits  of  par¬ 
doning  mercy.  The  other  thing  is,  that  they  fear 
that  their  fins  do  fpeak  and  evidence  their  bypocrijy. 
They  are  apt  to  think  they  fhould  not,  they  could 
not  do  fo,  if  they  were  not  hypocrites  ,*  they  fear  that 
fuch  carriages  are  not  confiftent  with  Grace  ;  and 
thence  they  are  much  difeouraged..  They  think  if 
they  have  been  hypocrites  all  this  while,  there  is 

very  little  hope  for  them;  that  would  be  fuch  a  pro- 
■  vocation 
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vocation  that  they  fear  God  would  never  pardon  it: 
the  fear  of  their  hypocrify  makes  them  fearful  to  caft 
themfelves  upon  Cnriff. 

For  the  removal  of  this  Difcouragement, 

4  Con//.  1.  T*HAT  the  law  oj  God  leaves  as  much 
room  for  the  pardon  of  great  fins  as  of  little  ones •  Lef- 
fer  iins  and  greater  iins  are  all  mortal  by  the  law;  by 
the  fentence  of  the  law,  one  fin  is  as  certainly  de- 
Rruftive  as  a  thoufand.  l*he  wages  of  fin  is  death, 
Rom.  6.  23.  And  the  law  does  allow  of  the  pardon  of 
multitudes  as  well  as  of  one.  The  law  allows  of  the 
pardon  of  fin,  provided  there-  be  fatisfa&ion ;  the  law 
Rands  upon  it  to  have  punifhment,  but  it  does  not 
Rand  for  perfonal  punifhment,  in  cafe  of  great  fins  no 
more  than  in  cafe  of  little  fins  the  law  makes  no 
diflincftion ;  but  it  gives  as  much  liberty  for  the  par¬ 
don  of  great  offenders  as  of  leffer.  There  is  no  tittle 
that  way  in  the  Covenant  of  works,  that  great  finner$ 
muff  dye  in  their  ownperfons.  The  thing  that  the 
law  looks  at  is,  that  fin  be  punifhed  according  to  the 
demerit  thereof;  that  the  jufiice  of  God  be  vindica- 
ted :  but  God  does  not  bind  up  his  pwn  hands,  that 
he  may  not  forgive  great  finners  ;  he  referves  that  li¬ 
berty  to  himfelf  in  the  law  of  punifhing  any  fins  in 
a  furety ,  and  fo  of  pardoning  them.  The  law  ad¬ 
mits  of  the  pardon  of  any  fin  if  there  be  fatisfaffiion < 
The  reafon  that  the  fin  againff  the  Holy  Ghofi  is  un¬ 
pardonable,  is  not  from  any  thing  in  the  Covenant  of 
works,  but  becaufe  God  when  he  provided  a  Surety, 
made  an  exception  of  that  fin.  But  if  fin  be  punifhed, 
the  law  is  fatisfied.  The  law  does  not  forbid  the  par¬ 
don  of  great  finners  ;  that  is  evident,  becaufe  God 
does  pardon  great  finners,  Luk.  7.  47  .  Her  fins  which 
are  many  are  forgiven. 

2.  JESUS  CHRIST  has  fatisfied  for  great  fins  and 
great  finners  as  well  as  lejfer.  When  God  fent  jefus 

i!r^V  it  was  in  his  liberty  to  appoint  him  to  dye  for 
what  fins  and  finners  he  pleafed.  Chrifi  Jefus  was 
capable  of  fatisfying  for  one  as  well  as  for  another, 

S  3  for 
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for  he  was  fo  worthy  a  perfon  that  he  was  capable  by 
his  fufferings  to  expiate  the  greateft  fins  :  His  fhort 
fufferings  were  fufficient  to  fatisfy  for  the  greateft 
offences  ;  and  God  did  put  that  work  upon  him  to 
fatisfy  for  great  lins,  and  he  has  difcharged  it.  He 
has  fatisfied  for  great  offenders  ;  Chrift  has  payed  a 
price  of  redemption  for  the  greateft  fins,  one  except¬ 
ed.  Therefore  generally  in  Scripture  it  is  faid  that 
he  has  made  reconciliation  for  fins,  without  any  ex¬ 
ception  :  He  bare  our  fins,  i  Pet.  2.  24.  He  is  the  pro¬ 
pitiation  for  our  fins 3  1  joh.  2.  2.  He  has  purged  our 
fin/Sf  Heb.  1.  3.  Yea  the  Scripture  teftifies  that  hit 
blood  deanfeth  us  from  all  fin ,  1  Joh.  1.  7.  He  died  for 
•  the  chiefeft  ftnners,  as  is  implied,  1  P'im.  1.  15.  and 
therefore  dinners  without  djftincftion  are  invited  to 
come  to  Chrift  for  forgivenefs. 

3.  QO&s  manner' is  to  fiuffer  a  great  deal  of  fin  to 
remain  in  his  people  here.  He  could  if  it  pleafed  him 
purge  it  out  all  at  once,  but  he  fuffers  it  to  be  other- 
wife,  for  many  great  ends ;  as  to  magnify  his  power 
in  preferving  the  feed  of  Grace,  notwithstanding  all 
that  opposition  which  is  made  by  Satan,  and  their  own 
eornpfption  ;  fo,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  fm&ification 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  they  lhall  ftand  in  continual 
peed  of  juftification  and  pardon  ;  and  among  other 
ends  this  is  not  the  leaft,  to  try  the  faith  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  ejfercife  that.  There  be  none  of  the  people 
of  God  but  are  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  fin. 
So  was  Noah, Jacob  y  Afa,Jehof %phaty and  ‘Paul.  Rom* 
7.  23.  I fee  another  law  in  my  member  starring  againfi 
the  law  of  my  mind ,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to 
the  law  of  fin  that  is  in  my  members .  And  that  fhews 
that  God.  can  love  thofe  that  have  a  great  deal  of  fin 

•  in  them  ;  and  that  he  can  pardon  them:  His  fuffering 
of  it  to  be  in  his  own,  evidences  th$  fufficiency  of 
Grace  to  pardon  it. 

4.  GOP)  is  as  free  to  pardon  hypocrites  as  ether  men, 
if  they  come  unto  Jefus  Chrift.  "The  people  of  God 

are  afraid  many  times  that  they  are  hypocrites;  but 

t 
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that  fhould  not  difcourage  them  from  believing.  JIy~ 
focrites  are  as  welcome  to  come  unto  Chrift, as  Saints. 
God  does  not  exclude  thole  that  have  lived  long  in  away 
of  hypocrify.  They  may  come  with  freedom  of  fpirit 
notwithftanding.  Men  fhpuld  not  fufpend  the  exer- 
cife  of  faith  until  it  be  cleared  up  to  them,  that  they 
are  no  hypocrites.  When  they  are  moil  in  the  dark 
about  their  eftate,  their  way  is  to  trufi  in  the  ntpme  of 
the  Lord,  and  flay  themf elves  upon  their  God,  Tfai.  50.10. 
If  you  fhould  be  hypocrites,  there  is  encouragement 
enough  to. receive  the  Gofpel.  God  has  pardoned 
thoufands  that  have  fpent  a  great  deal  of  time  in  hy¬ 
pocrify. '  Were  not  the  Jem  that  Chrift  and  the  A- 
poftles  offered  Salvation  to,  generally  hypocrites  ? 
Had  not  Raul  lived  a  great  while  in  a  way  of  hypo¬ 
crify  ?  and  Nicodemus  ?  God  rejedts  not  any  man 

that  accepts  of.  Jefus  Chrift,  though  he  has  been  an 
hypocrite. 

D  if:  our,  3.  'THAT’ God  pajfes  by  many  others,  and 
aces  not  befto-w  Salvation  upon  them,  there  be  mam 
•whole  Nations  that  God  paffeth  over,  and  leaves  to  pe- 
nfh,  and  many  particular  men  among  his  vifible  people. 
Many  are  called  but  few  are  chofen,  Mat.  20.1 6.  And 
they  can’t  fee  any  reafon  why  God  fhould  beftovr 
Salvation  upon  them,  when  he  does  denv  if  fn  mnL 


onffder  what  kind  of  m^  God  has’  caft  off  andT 
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jedted,  it  makes  them  fear  that  God  will  rejeft  them 
alfo  :  the  feverity  of  God  upon  others  difcourages 
them,  as  if  there  were  little  likelihood  of  their  Sal¬ 
vation.  They  are  frighting  of  themlelves,  as  if  there 
were  little  hopes  for  them  It  is  a  finking  thing  to 
them,  that  many  men  more  probable  than  they  have 
fallen  fhort  of  Salvation.  If  they  could  give  a  reafon 
why  God  fhould  fet  his  heart  upon  them,  when  he 
rejects  others,  it  would  mightily  fatisfy  them,  but 
be ca ufe  they  can’t,  they  are  full  of  doubts. 

For  the  removal  of  this  Difcouragement, 

Confi.  r.  The  only  reafon  why  God  fets  his  love 
on  one  man  and  not  upon  another  is,  becaitfe  he  plea - 
fcs.  He  a<tts  the  fbveraignty  of  his  own  will  in  it ;  it 
is  his  own  'will  that  "makes  the  difference  between 
men.  i  Cor.  4.  7.  Who  maketh  thee  to  differ  from  ano¬ 
ther,  and  what  loaf  thou  that  thou  haft  not  received  ? 
Rom.  9.  15.  I  will  have  mercy  upon  whom  t  will  have 
mercy.  God  in  loving  of  men  ads  arbitrarily ;  he 
ads  as  the  ‘ Potter  in  forming  his  Veffels  to  divers  ufes 
out  of  the  fame  lump.  The  will  of  God  is  fufficient 
to  move  him  to  choofe  one  and  refufe  another ;  he  can 
bellow  his  loye  upon  men  where  there  is  nothing  in 
them  to  draw  it;  the  will  of  God  can  ad  independent¬ 
ly,  and  indeed  it  cannot  have  a  dependance  upon  a- 
ny  other  thing.  There  is  nothing  out  of  God  that 
can  incline  the  will  of  God;  all  thofe  things  that  men 
are  apt  to  fuppofe  to  have  an  influence  upon  the  will 
of  God,  have  indeed  a  dependance  upon  his  will. 
There  is  nothing  in  any  man  to  fway  the  will  of  God 
any  way.  There  is  nothing  in  any  man  to  be  an  ar¬ 
gument  with  the  Lord  to  love  him  ;  nothing  that  can 
Work  upon  the  afledion  of  God  to  make  God  love 
him  Fie  has  no  excellency  that  can  perfwade  the  Lord 
to  love  him  .-  whatever  beauty,  underHanding,  good 
nature  he  has,  thofe  things  can’t  fway  God.  God  is 
not  taken  with  thofe  excellencies  and  accomplifh- 
ments  that  are  in  men,  as  to  have  his  heart  fattened 
and  allured  to  them  thereby.  And  on  the  other  hand. 
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there  is  nothing  in  man  that  can  hinder  God  from 
loving  of  him  :  if  the  man  be  weak  in  underitanding, 
of  contemptible  and  wicked  Parents,  and  his  outward 
condition  mean,  yet  God  can  fet  his  heart  upon  him. 
There  is  nothing  in  man  that  can  byais  the  will  of 
God  either  way,  to  love ‘  him  or  hate  him ;  but  Goc| 
herein  acffs  from  his  meer  fie  a f lire. 

2.  Hence  it  follows,*  that  this  or  that  particular 
man  is  as  capable  of  being  loved  of  God  as  any 'Other 
in  the  world •  God  has  mani  felled  fpecial  love  unto 
thoufands  of  men  and  women,  and  you  are  as  capable 
an  object  of  divine  love  as  any  of  them.  You  are  as 
capable  as  Abraham ,  Mofes ,  Tlavid,  Raul,  or  any  o- 
ther.  It  is  true  you  are  as  capable  of  God’s  hatred 
alfo  as  any  other-  The  meer  pfeafure  of  God  does  de¬ 
cide  it,  who  lhall  be  the  objects  of  his  love  and  his 
hatred,  You  have  no  reafon  to  be  difcouraged  be- 
caufe  you  can  find  no  reafon  in  your felf  of  God^s  love: 
Thole  that  God  did  fet  his  love  upon  could  find  no 
reafon  in  themfelves  of  God’s  love.  Though  you  be 
mean  and  defpicable,  yet  you  are  as  capable  to  be  an 
object  of  God’s  love  as  any  other.  I  do  not  fay* 
that  one  man  is  under  as  great  likelihood  'as  another* 
they  that  God  brings  under  means,  are  the  children 
of  godly  Parents,  that  God  is  llriving  with  by  his 
Spirit,  are  more  likely  than  others,  but  one  is  as  ca¬ 
pable  .  as  the  other ;  for  the  free  will  -of  God  is  the  on¬ 
ly  thing  that  does  determine  it;  and  therefore  you 
have  fufficient  ground  of  encouragement  to  accept 
the  offer  of  Salvation. 

IF  God  have  wrought  a  fpirit  of  faith  &  holinefi 
tn  you,  that  is  a  manifestation  that  God  has  fet  his  love 
upon  you*  Though  you  can  find  no  reafon  why  God 
mould  love  you,  can’t  tell  why  God  fhould  have  any 
re.pecl  unto  you;  yet  it  is  certain  he  does  love  you* 

V^°U  l  i Ve  a  Sracious  c^an^e  wrought  in  you. 

bough  he  has  caft  away  thoufands,  of  greater  natu¬ 
ral  and  acquired  endowments  than  you,  and  of  greater 
external  enjoyments  than  you  j  yet  you  are  one  of 

thofe 
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thofe  that  he  has  chofen,  and  has  fet  his  heart  upon, 
2  Tim.  i.  9.  Who  hath  faved  us,  and  called  us  with  an 
holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  but  according 
to  his  purpofe  and  grace,  which  was  given  us  in  Chrijl 
Jefus,  before  the  world  bee  an. 

tZJifcour.  4.  T’ffET  find  things  fince  their  coming  to 
Chrifi  much  contrary  to  their  expectation.  They  tno’t 
that  they  fhould  have  had  more  exprejfions  of  the  love 
of  God,  more  quicknings  of  the  Spirit,  more  help  a- 
gainft  corruption ,  more  vifible  anfwers  of  prayer :  they 
thought  that  if  they  came  to  Chrift,  they  fhould  have 
had  little  trouble  or  temptation,  but  have  lived  a 
fweet,  eafy  and  pleafant  life.  But  things  are  far  ether- 
wife  ;  things  run  very  low  in  their  fouls,  they  have 
a  great  deal  of  darknefs  and  temptation,  they  find  very 
evil  workings  of  heart :  and  therefore  they  fear  whe¬ 
ther  God  has  accepted  cf  them,  or  be  willing  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  them,  and  to  bellow  Salvation  upon  them. 
Did  they  walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  and  enjoy 
fuch  communion  with  God  as  they  expected,  and  feel 
Inch  evident  fruits  of  the  love  of  God, as  they  promiled 
themfelves,  they  fhould  not  be  fo  backward  to  believe j 
but  fince  it  is  otherwife,  it  begets  a  trembling  and 
fearfulnefs  in  them,  it  puts  them  to  a  great  Hand : 
hence  the  calls  of  God  take  lefs  impreffion  on  them, 
Efpecially  becaufe  they  think  it  is  not  fo  with  othfrf 
that  come  to  Chrift.  Others  do  enjoy  more  mamfeft 
tokens  of  divine  acceptance,  but  they  are  both  m  in- 
ward  and  outward  refpedls  under  tokens  of  divine 
difpleafure.  And  this  is  an  hindrance  unto  their  be- 
lieving.  fob  9.  16,  17.  If  I  bad  called  and  he  had 
an  fiver  ed,  yet  mould  I  not  believe  that  he  had  hearken- 
edto  my  voice,  for  he  breaketh  me  -with  a  tempejt,  and 
multiplieth  my  mounds  without  caufe. 

Fob  the  removal  of  this  Difeouragement, 
rrmii  r  cfHAcf  many  fad  and  forromful  dtfpcnfa- 
tims  are  confiftent  with  the  favour  of  God  Men  are 
readv  to  think  that  if  God  delighted  m  them,he  could 
not  find  in  his  heart  to  exerafc  them  m  fuch  a  man- 
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ner  ;  his  companion  would  work  fo  towards  them, 
that  they  fhould  not  experience  fuch  forrows  But 
men  greatly  mjftake.  It  is  true,  that  all  the  ways  of 
God  are  mercy  to  them  that  fear  him ;  but  yet  many 
times  his  ways  are  in  appearance  contrary  unto  love. 
It  is  common  with  God  to  bring  thofe  that  he  has 
rejected  into* a  profperous  condition;  they  are  under 
.very  fmiling  Providences.  And  on  the  other  hand 
God  frequently  frowns  upon  his  own  children, not  only 
in  external  difpenfations,  but  alfo  by  inward  darknefs, 
leaving  them  to  conflict  with  fore  temptations.  The 
love  of  God  to  his  people,  is  not  an  afteffion,  as  love 
in  men  is  ;  but  it  is  a  defign  to  make  them  happy ,  Not 
to  beftow  all  thofe  degrees  of  bleffednefs  upon  them 
that  he  can,  but  it  is  with  fubferviency  to  a  greater 
even  the  glory^  of  his  Nam$.  And  therefore 
he  leads  them  to  happinefs  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  condu- 
•  cible  to  the  manifeftation  of  the  glory  of  his  pardon- 
ing  grace,  his  holinefs  and  fovereignty.*  And  it  is  fre¬ 
quent  with  God  to  lay  very  heavy  affiifficns  upon  his 
dear  eft  children.  Pfal.  73.  14.  All  the  day  long  have  I 
been  plagued  and  chaftened  every  morning-  And  God 
leaves  his  fometimes  to  a  great  deal  of  inward  dark- 
nefs.  Pfal.  88.  15.  While  I  fuffer  thy  terrors  I  am 
dift  raffed.  Men  that  fear  the  Lord  may  be  in  darknefs, 
and  have  no  light ,  Ifai.  50.  10.  The  difpenfations  of 
God  unto  Job,  and  the  ilfue  of  the  controverly  be¬ 
tween  him  and  his  friends.  Hand  upon  record  to  fatisfy 
the  hearts  of  God*s  people  in  all  ages  in  this  particular* 
z-  GOD  does  fometimes  withdraw  from  his  ownchih 
dren  the  fenfible  quicknings  of  his  Spirit-  God  never 
takes  away  wholly  his  fan&ifying  prefence  from  his 
people.  God  is  prefent  with  them  to  uphold  the 
beings  of  Grace :  there  is  a  divine  manutenency  where¬ 
by  God  does  preferve  the  life  of  Grace  at  all  times : 

•  u  . fenhble  quicknings  of  his  Spirit  may  be  often 

with-held.  Qod  may  often  fo  far  withdraw,  that  they 
tnay  not  perceive  any  fpecial  gracious  operation  of 
-'P'lnf  upop  their  hearts  ;  and  that  as  at  other 
V  -  times* 
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times,  fo  in  duties  of  *, worjhip ,  they  may  be  left  many 
times  under  great  dulnefs  and  fenjlefnefs  ,  left  much  to 
the  ftoninefs  of  their  own  hearts,  without  any  Special 
imprelTions  made  on  them  by  the  Spirit  of  God. 
There  are  times  when  God  makes  their  hearts  burn 
within  them.  But  there  are  times  when  they  are  left  * 
unto  a  benummed  frame  of  fpirit,  as  if  they  had  no 
fpiritual  fenfes.  They  have  great  caufe  of  joy,  but 
their  hearts  do  not  rejoyce  therein  ;  great  caufe  of 
forrow,  but  unaffected  with  it  ;  great  caufe  of  fear, 
but  fearlefs.  Their  fenfes  are  bound  up,  and  fpiri¬ 
tual  truths  that  they  think  of  or  hear  of  don*tfinlt  in¬ 
to  them.  Mat-  25. 5.  P’hey  all  Jlumbred  and  Jlept . 

3.  P’HE  people  of  God  ought  not  to  count  it  a  frown 
that  they  have  not  the  immediate  light  of  God}s  counte¬ 
nance  frequently.  We  muff  have  a  care  that  we  do 
not  complain  without  caufe.  The  fealipgs  of  God’s 
Spirit  are  wonderful  mercies,  and  fpecial  and  more 
immediate  difeovsries  of  the  love  of  God  are  glorious 
enjoyments-  .  But  it  is  not  God’s  manner  with  his 
people  to  give  them  frequently.  When  God  bellows 
them  he  experts  that  men  fhould  go  in  the  ftrength 
of  them  many  days,  i Paul  was  but  once  caught  up 
to  cParadife  in  his  life  time,  2  Cor.  1 2.  $-•  God  has 
many  other  ways  to  fupport  the  hearts  of  his  people. 

4.  GOLD’S  manner  isy  to  be  training  up  his  people  to 
live  a  life  of  faith  ;  to  be  depending  upon  him  according 
to  his  word.  He  is  flriving  to  bring  his  Saints  to  live 
upon  his  promife  ;  he  does  in  hi$  providences  put 
them  upon  that ;  he  takes  away  other  props  that  they, 
may  lean  upon  the  promife  more  ;  they  fhall  have 
time  enougn  hereafter  to  fee  things :  in  heaven  faith 
will  be  fwallowed  up  in  vifion.  But  here  he  would 
have  them  live  by  faith  upon  his  word.  The  people 
of  God  are  apt  to  have  too  much  dependance  upon 
fignSy  and  to  lay  more  weight  upon  them  than  upon 
the  word  of  God;  trufting  more  tp figns,  and  Some¬ 
times  to  fallible  ones,  than  they  do  unto  the  infalli¬ 
ble  teftimony  of  God;  and  upon  that  account  God 

many 
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many  times  takes  figns  away.  Chriftians  have  enough 
left  them  to  live  upon  when  figns  are  gone.  God 
many  times  confiders  the  weaknefs  of  his  Saints  as  he 
did  the  weaknefs  of  'Thomas,  Job,  20.  27.  But  yet  he 
is  by  degrees  bringing  them  more  off  from  a  depen- 
dance  upon  figns  to  live  upon  his  bare  wfi  They 
are  apt  to  make  too  much  of  their  figns/  and  too  lit¬ 
tle  of  h  is  word  ,*  therefore  he  takes  them  away  that 
they  may  have  only  his  word  to  truft  to.  2  Cor.  5.  7. 
For  we  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight. 

‘Difcour.  5.  THET  fear  they  were  never  thorowly 
converted.  They  cannot  make  it  out  to  their  own  fa- 
tisfacftion,  that  they  have  an  intereft  in  Chrift  ;  they 
lake  notice  of  many  things  that  make  it  doubtful  unto 
them.  And  if  it  fhould  be  fo  that  they  fhould  not  be 
converted,  then  they  cannot  believe  aright  until  firft 
they  have  a  work  of  preparation  ;  they  muft  come  to 
be  convinced  that  they  are  in  a  natural  condition,  that 
they  never  did  any  fpiritual  duty,  that  they  are  under 
the  reigning  power  of  fin,  before  they  can  come  to 
Chrift  in  a  right  manner ;  this  Faith  will  be  but  a 
counterfeit  Faith  :  if  they  be  hypocrites  now,  they 
fhall  be  fo,  until  they  have  a  work  of  legal  humiliati¬ 
on  wrought  in  them  ;  therefore  they  dare  not  cafi 
themfelves  on  Chrift  ,*  they  think  their  next  work  is 
to  refolve  the  cafe,  whether  they  be  converted  or  no. 


For  the  removal  of  this  Difcouragement, 

Confi.  1.  THAT  the  call  oj  the  Gofpel  is  fuffleient 
encouragement  to  them  that  know  not  whether  they  be 
converted  or  unconverted.  If  a  man  knows  that  he  is 
unconverted,  yet  there  is  encouragement  enough  in 
it  1  if  he  be  at  a  lols  rhether  he  be  converted  or  not* 
yet  there  is  fufficient  encouragement  in  it.  For  the 
call  is  to  every  one  that  will ,  Rev.  22.  17.  So  that 
they  that  are  at  a  lofs  about  their  prefent  condition, 
have  free  liberty  to  come  as  well  as  others.  God  re¬ 
quires  no  more  of  any  man  but  acceptance  of  the  call; 
lo  that  there  is  np  bar  in  any  man’s  way  \  you  are  ca~ 
...  \  ‘  *  pable 
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jpable  of  accepting  the  call,  and  if  you  do  accept  it, 
God  is  engaged  by  promife  to  fave  you. 

2.  Though  you  do  not  know  whether  you  are 
converted  or  not,  yet  if  God  difcover  this  way  of  f di¬ 
lation  hy  Chrijl  unto  you ,  you  camot  fay  away  from 
him.  When  God  lets  in  a  fpiritual  light  into  the 
heart  of  a  man,  clearing  up  this  wray  of  life  to  him, 
he  will  not  Hand  harping  upon  this  objection,  or  any 
other,  but  will  venture  himfelf  upon  Jefus  Chrift. 
When  God  fatisfies  the  heart  in  this  way,  he  will  not 
flay  for  fatisfadtion  in  this  Queftion,  whether  he  be 
converted  or  no.  He  will  fee  encouragement  enough 
in  Chrift,  whatever  he  is  or  has  been,  John  6.  45. 
Every  one  that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the' Father 
cometh  unto  me. 

%.  If  w7hen  you  are  at  a  lofs  about  your  converfion 
you  can  venture  upon  Jefus  Chrijl  meerly  upon  Goff  el 
encouragements ,  that  is  a  fign  that  you  are  converted 
The  actings  of  Faith  on  Chrift  from  the  apprehenfion 
of  his  excellency ,  having  no  dependance  on  that  that 
you  are,  or  have  hopes~that  you  are,  in  a  good  eftate 
already,  is  a  fign  of  a  good  eftate,  Phil.  3.3.  We  rejoice 
in  Chrijt  Jefus ,  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  fiejh. 

tDifcour.  6.  That  they  have  a  flighty  and  unbro¬ 
ken  heart ;  they  have  not  a  due  fenfe  of  fin  ;  they  have 
been  provoking  of  God  by  finful  carriages,  and  have 
not  a  due  fenfe  of  their  iniquities  upon  their  hearts  ; 
and  they  think  it  would  be  a  daring  and  prefumptu- 
ous  thing  to  go  prefently  and  rejoice  in  Cnrift ;  they 
have  more  need  to  get  a  broken  heart  firft,  to  get 
their  heart  affedled  with  fin,  to  be  ftirrmg  up  a  fpirit 
of fief -loathing  and  hatred  of  fin.  God  experts  a  con¬ 
trite  and  a  broken  fpirit,  we  had  need  have  our  hearts 
loaded  and  burdened  with  lin,  before  we  come  unto 
Chrift  for  pardon. 

For  the  removal  of  this  Difcouragement, 

Confi.  1.  "THAT it  is  no  prefiumption  to  come  unto 
Chrift  and  rejoice  in  him. ,  how  finful  ficever  you  be: 
Though  you  feel  your  heart  very  hard,  though  you 
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have  juft  now  done  fomewhat  provoking  unto  God, 
and  have  not  yet  bewailed  it  before  God,  nor  been 
labouring  with  your  own  heart  to  work  the  fenfe  of 
the  evil  of  it  upon  your  own  heart.  It  is  a  prefump- 
tuous  thing  to  fin  ;  men  are  too  bold  and  daring 
when  they  take  upon  them  to  crofs  the  commands  of 
God.  And  it  is  a  prefumptuous  thing  to  make  light 
of  fin,  becaufe  Chriit  has  died,  and  falvation  is  procu¬ 
red  by  him.  Sin  is  never  the  lefs  heinous  becaufe 
Chrift  has  died.  God’s  mercy  in  pardoning  of  fin, 
fhould  make  us  more  fenfible  cf  the  evil  of  it.  But  it 
can  be  no  prefumption  to  come  to  Chrift,  though  the 
heart  be  hard  and  fenfelefs ;  becaufe  there  is  enough 
in Chrijl  for  fuch  as  are  hard  hearted :  there  is  that  preci- 
oufnefs  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  that  it  has  procured  re- 
miffion  of  fin  for  fuch,  i  Tet.  i.  19.  And  pardon  is 
freely  offered  to  you.  Ads  10.  33.  Whoever  believeth 
on  him ,  fall  receive  remiffion  of fins.  And  it  is  no  pre¬ 
fumption  for  you  to  accept  of  what  God  freely  offers 
unto  you:  and  indeed  if  your  eyes  be  opened  to  fee 
the  glorious  excellency  of  Chrift,  and  the  grace  of  God 
you  will  not  make  an  excufe  of  an  hard  heart. 

a.  ENTERTAINING  the  calls  of  the  Gofpel  js 
the  way  to  have  a  fpirit  of  repentance.  It  is  meet  that 
you  fhould  repent  and  have your  hearts  broken  for  your 
hns,  but  the  way  to  come  at  it,  is  to  entertain  the 
Gofpel  offer.  There  are  other  means  in  theit  place  to 
be  uled,  but  a  principal  means  in  order  to  repentance 
is  to  receive  Chrijl ;  believing  in  Chrift  is  the  way  to 
have  Grace  quickned  andfti  engthned.  Faith  in  Chrift 
is  the  greateft  furtherance  of  repentance  and  holi- 
nels  Faith  difcovenng  the  grace  of  God  in  Tefus 
Chrift,  melts  the  heart  for  fin,  and  arms  the  heart  a- 

Chrift  is  the  Great  Ordinance 
of  the  Gofpel  for  the  fubduing  of  fin.  In  this  way 
God  will  give  his  Spirit  to  work  repentance  and  holi- 
nets.  Gal.  1.  20.  I  hve  by  Faith  in  the  Son  cf  God. 

4?  j  }  that  eateth  my  flejh  and  drinketh  my 

blood,  dvielkth  m  me,  and  I  in  him. 

Ill*  The 
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-III.  The  next  thing  to  be  confidered  is,  what  courfe 
Chriftians  jhould  take,  that  they  may  live  a  life  of 
Faith  upon  Chrifi’s  Righteoufnefs,  and  not  be  ditcou- 

raged. 

%  * 

f DireLl.  i.  DILIGENTLY  attend  the  Orftnames 
«f  God  unto  that  end.  The  Ordinances  of  God  have 
a  tendency  to  flir-up  laith,  as  well  as  other  grates, 
and  it  is  in  that  way  that  God  has  promifed  his  preience 
and  Spirit.  God  delights  to  be  found  in  \\a)S  ap¬ 
pointed  by  himlelf.  God  has  not  fetid  that  we  mould 
feek  him  in  vain,  Xfai-  45*  19.  Chrift  will  be  brefent 
V/ith  them  in  thofe  ways.  Mat.  28.  20.  God  s  very 
preferring  of  means  is  an  encouragement  unto  us  to 
attend  upon  them,  efpecially  when  he  has  annexed 
his  promife  to  the  fame.  If  men  be  remifs  flighty 
in  attending  upon  God’s  Ordinances, t  they  are  not 
likely  to  thrive  in  faith,  or  any  other  grace,  it  would 
be  no  wonder  if  they  ihould  wither  away,  and  live  in 
a  dark  difeouraged  condition  :  but  if  Chriftians  e 
careful  to  attend  Ordinances,  and  improve  them  lor 
the  ftrengthning  of  their  faith,  they  are  in  a  hopeful 
way  to  thrive.  No  wonder  il  theie  be  a  blafl  upon 
the  inventions  of  men  ;  but  experience  teaches  the 
people  of  God  to  fay,  it  is  good  for  us  to  draw  nigh  * 
unto  God ,  Pfal.  7  3.  26"*  God  can  make  faith  to  fiou- 
rifh  without  Ordinances  ;  and  fp  he  can  mantain 
men's  bodily  ftrength  without  food.  He  can  reveal 
himfelf  to  thofe  that  feldom  wait  upon  him  ;  but  his 
manner  is  to  dole  out  his  fpiritual  gifts  at  his  own 
gates.  He  can  make  them  flounfh  elie-where  if  he 
pleafe  ;  but  he  choofes  to  do  it  in  his  own  cou,rs, 
Pfal.  s*.iV4.  The  ‘Pfalmift  might  have  underftood 
the  end  of  the  wicked  in  another  place  it  Gp-  - 
pleafed,  but  he  chofe  to  give  him  the  unde:  Handing 
of  it  in  the  fanfluary,  Pfal.  73-  n-  God  has  appoint¬ 
ed  the  place  where  we  lhall  meet  with  him,  and 
there  we  muft  wait  for  him.  If  men  defire  to  flounfh 
S  faith,  they  mull  be  diligently  improving  Ordinary 
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ces  that  way.  God  loves  to  honour  his  own  Ordinan¬ 
ces,  and  help  his  people  in  a  way  of  obedience,  and 
give  forth  his  prefence  in  fuch  a  way  that  they  may- 
lee  his  faithfulnefs  as  well  as  his  mercy.  Beware  that 
you  do  not  under  any  pretences  grow  negligent  in 
waiting  upon  God.  Some  men  are  carried  away 
with  a  Jluggifh  fpirit,  they  cannot  endure  to  take 
the  pains  to  wait  upon  God,  conftantly  and  folemn- 
ly  ,*  they  love  their  eafe,  and  indulge  themfelves  in 
a  lazy  way  of  carrying  an  end  their  religion.  And 
fome  are  carryed  away  with  a  worldly  (pirit,  they  are 
Martha^ like,  cumbring  themfelves  with  much  biifi- 
wefsy  involving  themfelves  fo  deep  in  the  world,  that 
they  can  find  little  leifure  to  wait  upon  God  ;  their 
worldly  bufinefs  over-rules  their  religion.  If  you 
give  way  to  thefe  lulls,  conclude  upon  it  that  yoti 
will  not  thrive  in  faith*  You  mull  be  content  with 
a  little  faith,  that  give  way  to  a  flighty  fpirit  in  wait¬ 
ing  upon  God.  You  never  knew  an  eminent  belie¬ 
ver  that  was  not  a  great  prize  r  of  Ordinances  ;  in  this 
way  there  is  hope  that  faith  will  increafe,  therefore 
diligently  attend  them. 

Particularly, 

RE* -ASH  the  Word  of  God  diligently,  it  is  very 
ufeful  to  this  end,  to  read  the  writings  of  faithful 
and  experienced  men,  fuch  boohs  are  of  great  ule  for 
the  underftandingvof  the  Scripture.  But  there  is  a 
peculiar  ufefulnefs  in  the  word  of  God  it  fe If  be- 
caufe  that  js  without  error  and  millake  ;  It  is  given 
y  infpt) ation  from  God,  2  Tim.  3.  i<$.  In  other  mens 
writings  you  have  the  judgment  of  men,  and  many 
times  their  judgments  are  according  to  the  word  of 
tjod,  and  cleared  up  from  thence  ;  hut  in  the  Scrip¬ 
ture,  you  have  the  teftimony  of  God  himfelf ;  there  is 

?  LVIre  authority  the  Scripture.  The  Scripture 
*  the  fentence  of  God,  a  meffage  from  God  ;  it  is 
cloathed  with  divine  majefty.  The  word  of  God 
as  a  power  over  the  conicience  ;  there  is  iecret  ver- 
-  in  lC  t0  UP  faith ;  there  is  a  majefty  and  cotri- 

T  mand- 
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manding  authority  in  the  Scripture.  Yea  the  Scrip* 
ture  is  iandbified  by  God  to  work  upon  the  hearts  of 
men.  Joh.  20.  31.  I'hefe  are  written,  that  ye  might 
believe  that  Jefus  Chrifi  is  the  Son  of  God •  There  is 
a  fpecial  advantage  in  it,  to  hear  God  fpeaking  in 
his  own  language. 

2.  FRESjUENTLT  attend  the  Preaching  of  the 
Word .  That  which  God  makes  ufe  of  efpecially  for 
the  begetting  of  faith,  is  very  proper  lor  the  nou- 
riffiing  of  it.  Rom.  10.  17.  Faith  cometh  by  hearing, 
and  hearing  by  the  word  of  God.  This  is  an  Ordinance 
as  well  as  the  reading  of  the  word.  And  there  is  a 
Ipecial  ufefulnefs  in  it  fever al  ways •  The  life  and 
&eal  that  is  in  the  delivery  is  of  fpecial  ufe,  and  a 
great  means  te  affe&  the  heart.  In  the  preaching  of 
the  word,  counfels  and  encouragements  are  directed 
more  particularly  unto  them  ;  and  that  by  thofe  that 
God  has  fet  over  them,  that  muft  give  an  account  of 
their  Souls.  Aft.  20.  28.  Yea  the  very  folmnity  of 
the  Affembly,  does  help  to  folemnize  the  heart,  and 
prepare  it  to  receive  wnat  is  fpoken  from  the  word 
of  God.  And  therefore  you  Ihould  be  forward  to 
take  opportunities  for  the  hearing  of  the  word.  Men 
had  need  have  weighty  grounds  before  they  remove 
to  fuch  places,  wliere  they  are  like  to  live  many 
*  years  without  the  preaching  of  the  word ;  or  to  luch 
places,  that  they  and  their  families' can  feldom  come 
to  the  publick  Affembly.  And  you  had  need  be  care¬ 
ful  that  you  do  not  mak c  frivolous  excufes  to  ftay  a- 
way  from  the  houle  of  God.  If  the  weather  be 
difficult,  or  if  there  be  fome  fmall  bodily  indifpofiti- 
©n  many  count  they  have  a  good  warrant  to  ftay  at 
home  :  Perfons  that  could  overlook  fuch  difficulties 
in  order  to  a  worldly  defign.  And  although  there 
be  more  liberty,  receding  weekly  opportunities,  ei- 
©ecially  in  neighbour  places,  yet  you  had  need  have 
the  weight  of  thofe  mo  things  won  your  heart,  that 
you  don’t  caft  contempt  upon  the  Ordinance  of  <jod. 
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and  that  you  don’t  negledt  the  advantages  that  God 
gives  for  (piritual  profit.  Pfal.  izi.  i.  I  was  glad 
•when  they  faid  Unto  me,  let  us  go  into  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord. 

3.  jIT'L’END  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord  s~ 
Supper.  The  great,  defign  of  this  Ordinance  is 
for  the  ftrengthning  of  faith  ;  therein  is  offered  to 
us  fpecial  communion  with  a  crucified  Saviour* 
Therein  is  a  Sacramental  reprefentation  made  before 
us  of  the  'Death  of  Chrifi.  Therein  is  a  fpecial  offer 
made  unto  us  of  the  blood  of  Chrifi:  for  the  remiffi- 
°?  > s*  Mat.  26.  2 6,  27,  28.  Herein  the  hearts 

of  God’s  people  have  had  peculiar  effablifiimen^ 
Some  when  in  a  difcouraged  condition  are  backward 
to  come  to  this  Ordinance.  The  Devil  has  a. great 
hand  in  it*  to  keep  them  from  that  which  is  the 
means  of  help.  They  are  afraid  that  they  fijail  eat 
and  drink  judgment  to  themfelves.  But  God  no  where 
require  a  faith  of  affurance  in  thofe  that  partake  of 
that  Ordinance.  This  Ordinance  is  a  fpecial  help 
to  thofe  that  are  in  the  dark.  And  though  it  mu  ft 
he  granted  that  to  partake  of  it  Without  faith  is  a 
lin,  and  lo  deferves  damnation  ;  and  fo  it  does  to 
fray  or  hear  without  faith  :  yet  when  the  Apoftle 
J j  ^ that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily  ^  eat- 
eth  if  drinketh  damnation  or  judgment  to  himfelf)  1  Con 
^I#.  3^*  intends  particularly  that  evil  of  not  difUn - 
gutfung  this  eating  and  drinking  from  common  eat- 
mg  or  drinking  :  doing  it  either  ignorantly  or  pro- 
body** 1  t^iere^ore  adds*  not  difcerning  the  Lord's 

m  ettrnejlwith  God  in  Prayer/^  the  firength - 

f « °f  Chnft  Prayed  for  Veter  on  this  ac~ 

2’2*  And  on  t^le  ^anle  account  we 
•  pray  for  our  felves.  fPrayer  is  the  way  to 

fiwvprlvi111®  nee<3  from  God.  Importunate 

^ e  °f  Saul  that  returned  not 

the  people  of  God  are  compaffed  Wick 
«inrmici#$2  ye*  their  praters  very  prevailing, 

A  Z  MiM 


agagy.. 

i.. 


Safety  of  Appearing  Chap.  Xl. 

Elias  was  a  man  of  like  paffions, ,  yet  his  prayers  were 
fuccefsful.  God  loves  to  gratify  his  people  ,  e  ta  e 
delight  in  the  exercife  of  their  Graces  in  piayer  :  e 
loves  to  encourage  them  in  waiting  on  him  according 
to  his  appointment  :  therefore  conflantiy  at  ten  t  ns 
duty  :  And  he  much  in  fecrct  prayer,  he  ^tenP°h  ~ 
ing  out  your  heart  unto  him  ;  this  is  your  out), 

6.  6.  And  in  this  way  Chriftians ;  have  much  commum- 
tin  with  God,  whereby  their  faith  is  ft£"gthned. 
Such  Chriftians  as  can  make  ftufc  fo  to  ftifle  their 
Confciences  as  to  be  negligent  in  this  duty,  lole 
a  great  advantage  for  their  flourishing  in 

h0l5iniN  cafe  of  need,  advife  with  thofe  that  can  help- 
vol  When  under  darknefs  and  rm/^fi^  hace  r  - 
courfe  to  fuch  as  can  dired  you  ;  that  can  [peak 
words  infeafon  to  them  that  are  aviary  Make uie 
of  fuch  as  are  skiliul  and  faithfu  .  0  f  ,  •  > 

fearfulnefs,  or  pride,  or  through  ignorance  of  their 
tv  go  with  an  heavy  load  upon  then  heaits  g 

while  ;  whereas  it  may  be  their  fcrupies ;  might  be 
eafily  anfwered,  if  they  would  have  reco  .  ^ 

that  have  skill.  By  the  bleffing  of  God i  they ^ 

fof  irr-ey  s «»>. 

««  imerfrmr.m, f™»| a  ® 

feSS' So  rflem aS to few  them  how  to 

oS  !  Have  recourfe  .0  foch  as  mf 
ft  you,  with  the  comfort  whereby  they  themfelacs  a / 

‘Tkiirlto,,  aa  u  anji  »  j 

'  It  is  needful  to  have  all  your  expectation  from 

v  ‘  jr  men  be  in  the,  ufe  of  means  for  the  ftieng  h- 
h.m.  t  menueiLi«^  0wn  endeavours, 

nngot  ^"t  °bSirtheir  labours,  and 

*hey  gXem  to  the  doubtings  and  difeouragements 

lefaVh  i  own  hearts  No  vender  if  God  lets  them 
of  their  own  nearis.  Yon  are  not 

fall,  that  uuft  to  their  own  ftreng  .  * 
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able  to  maintain  a  fpirit  of  faith  in  your  felves,  nor 
to  fortify  your  hearts  againft  difcouragements,  by 
any  power  or  vvifdom  of  your  own  ,*  therefore  it  is 
fit  you  Ihould  depend  on  God  in  Chrift  to  work  it 
in  you*  Chrift’  is  our  undertaker  to  preferve  faith. 
Heb.  12.  2.  He  is  the  author  and  finiJJjer  of  faith. 
Therefore  be  not  proud  of  your  own  lfrength,  but 
under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  inability  rely  on  Chrift 
to  work  it  in  you  continually, 

HJireff.  2.  GET  a  more  clear ,  large  and  difinhl 
underflanding  of  this  way  of  -Salvation  by  Jefus  Chrift, 
Many  Chriftians  are  expofed  unto  temptation  by 
their  ignorance  ;  though  they  know  that  that  is  a 
lufficient  foundation  for  faith,  yet  they  are  but  rude 
in  knowledge,  greatly  to  leek  about  many  things 
that  they  need  to  know  for  the  eftablifhing  of  their 
faith.  Many  Chriftians  fall  under  that  reproof,  Heb, 
5.  12.  Te  have  need  that  one  teach  you  again  which 
be  the  fir (l  principles  of  the  Oracles  of  God.  It  is  a 
great  help  againft  difcouragement,  to  have  a  clear 
knowledge  of  the  Gofpel.  The  higheft  degree  of  li¬ 
teral  knowledge,  is  not  fufticient  to  make  a  man  be¬ 
lieve,  but  .without  literal  knowledge  there  can  be  no 
faith  ,*  and  without  a  confiderable  meafnre  of  it,  you 
will  be  in  great  danger  to  be  out-bid  with  fuch  temp¬ 
tations  as  you  might  eafily  fee  thorough  if  you  had 
more  knowledge.  And  therefore  the  Apoftle  exhorts 
them  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  2  CPet,  y 
18.  Chnftians  ftiould  be  able  to  give  a  reafon  of  the 
hope  that  is  in  them ,  1  Pet.  y  15.  When  they  are 
under  doubts,  a  little  information  about  the  way  of 
Salvation  by  the  Gofpel,  does  remove  their  doubts. 
Therefore  labour  to  get  a  diftind:  knowledge  of  the 
^at  you  may  he  able  to  give  account  of  the 
delign  of  God  in  it,  as  it  is  revealed  in  the  Gofpel  ; 
oi  the  equity  of  it,  and  its  confflency  with  the  law  ; 

01  the  absolute  freedom  ot  theGraceof  God ;  of  the  true 
reaj  on  why  Chrift  died  ;  of  the  terms  of  the  Covenant  of 

T  3  Grace ; 
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Grace  ;  and  of  the  manner  of  God’s  dealing  with  his 
when  he  brings  them  into  union  with  Chrift;  and  af¬ 
ter  their  union  with  him.  A  clear  knowledge  of 
t-hefs  and  fuch  like  things,  are  of  great  advantage  un¬ 
to  faith,  two  ways, 

1.  JT  f applies  us  with  Arguments  to  prove  this  way 
oj  Salvation.  Hereby  meri  are  furniihed  with  ftrong 
re  a  1'ons  for  the  confirmation  of  their  faith.  .  Thefe 
things  do  ihew  that  the  Salvation  of  a  believer  is 
jpuiit  upon  a  ftrong  foundation.  By  reafon  of  men  s 
Ignorance,  they  are  Grangers  to  many  things  that 
Would  confirm  their  faith.  There  be  many  things 
fn  the  Gofpel  that  would  clear  it  up  to  men,  if  they 
did  know  them,  that  it  is  impoftible  that  believers 
fhould  fail  of  Salvation.  Men  might  if  they  had 
pjore  knowledge,  be  able  many  ways  to  prove  undeni¬ 
ably,  that  it  is  a  lafe  thing  for  them  to  come  to 

Chrift.  .  .  .  . 

2.  jTfupplies  us  with  Anfwers  to  Temptations  and 

many  carnal  Reafonings .  The  ftrength  of  many  of 
thofe  reafonings  that  prove  perplexing  to  the  people 
of  God,  lies  in  their  ignorance •  Many  temptations 
would  prefently  vanifh,  if  men  had  more  underftand- 
jjng,  The  objections  that  many  times  men  are  per¬ 
plexed  with,  are  eafily  anfwered,  by  thofe  that  are 
more  skilful  in  the  word  of  right eoufnefs.  There  is  e- 
pough  in  the  Gofpel  to  fatisfy  their  fcruples,  if  they 
did  but  underftand  it.  Many  things  that  are  great 
ftumbling  blocks  to  them,  would  not  puzzle  them 
at  ail,  if  they  had  more  knowledge. 

TinB.  3.  HAVE  no  depcndance  upon  Signs .  It  is 
a  great  fault  of  the  people  of  God,  that  when  they 
are  called  to  believe  they  are  waiting  -  for  ligns. 
Sometimes  God  gives  his  people  figns,  and  fometimes 
he  depies  figns  unto  them-  When  God  gives  figns 
k  is  a  duty  to  take  notice  of  them;  when  he  gives  them 
w  e  muft  improve  them  for  the  ftrengthing  of  Faith. 
Jt  was  a  fm  in  Jbct*  to  tefufe  afign,  Ijat.  7.  12.  God 
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many  times  confiders  the  weaknefs  of  his  people* 
and  gives  them  figns,  which  are  a  ftrengthening  un* 
to  hope,  Rom.  5.  4.  And  it  is  lawful  to  dcfire  figns 
out  of  a  fenfiblenefs  of  the  unbelief  of  our  own 
hearts  ,*  under  the  fenfe  of  that,  that  we  are  eafily 
outbid  with  temptations  ;  that  our  unbelieving  hearts 
are  ready  to  take  advantage  from  the  want  of  fuch 
evidences.  We  may  delire  figns;  but  it  is  not  law¬ 
ful  to  defire  them  from  unbelief.  Unbelief  is 
never  good,  nor  any  natural  effect  of  it.  We  have 
no  reafon  to  lie  waiting  for  figns,  when  we  have  the 
word  of  God  to  encourage  us  to  believe.  Mat.  16.  4,, 
God  has  fometimes  lharply  fhewed  his  anger  when 
his  people  have  negle&ed  the  promife,  waiting  for 
figns  ;  he  has  brought  lharp  affliction  upon  them*  Luke 
*•  tt  —  20.  Indeed  fometimes  God  nas  granted  the 
defires  of  his  people  when  they  have  been  unbeliev¬ 
ing*  and  have  denred  figns  ;  but  he  does  not  therein 
fhevv  his  approbation  of  thofe  defires,  he  conde- 
fcends  becaufe  of  the  infirmities  of  his  people  ;  fo 
he  did  to  Gideony  but  Gideon’s  heart  fmote  him  for 
what  he  did.  Judges  6.  39.  So  Chrill  condefcended 
to  Thomas,  but  with  all  reproved  him,  20.  29. 
Therefore  never  wait  for  figns,  have  no  dependance 
upon  them. 

.  Gonfi.  1.  WHEN  God  denies  figns  there  is  a  Suffi¬ 
cient  foundation  for  Faith .  God  never  leaves  his 
people  without  a  fufficient  ground  for  Faith.  It  is 
no  fign  that  a  man  is  not  in  favour  with  God,  that 
God  takes  away  figns  ;  and  there  is  a  firm  bottom 
far  Faith*  when  figns  are  withdrawn :  Such  as  have  no 
may  trufi  in  the  Name  of  the  Lord ,  Ifai.  50.  iu, 
God’s  call  is  a  fufficient  warrant  to  believe. 
x  2.  GOD  many  times  withdraws  figns  to  dr  aw  forth 
Fee  more  glorious  aEls  of  Faith.  When  men  have 
got  figns  they  are  very  ready  to  live  upon  them,  and 
lay  more  weight  upon  them,  than  on  the  liability 
•of  tiie  word  of  God  ;  and  God  takes  away  thole 
crutches,  that  men  may  learn  to  go  without  them. 

T  4  Men 
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Men  are  brought  into  fuch  a  condition  that  they  may 
have  nothing  elfe  to  rely  upon  but  the  Word  oj  God, 
2  Cor.  i.  9. 

3.  GO E)  takes  great  delight  in  the  aBs  of  Faith  at 
fuch  a  time  when  figns  fail.  Acfts  of  Faith  at  fuch  a 
time  put  a  great  deal  of  honour  upon  God  j  and  God 
does  greatly  approve  of  fuch  a  Faith,  God  don’t 
reckon  men  bold  and  prefumptqous  for  believing  at 
fuch  a  time  :  God  loves  to  fee  men  with  the  fhield 
of  Faith,  defending  themfelves  from  all  temptations. 
This  is  a  Faith  very  commendable  in  the  fight  of 
God,  and  God  will  eminently  reward  his  people, 
for  believing  on  him  at  fuch  a  time ;  a  man  cannot 
pleafe  God  better  than  by  exercifing  Faith  under 
iuch  circurnftances.  Under  this  conlideration  ^Abra¬ 
ham  s  'Faith  is  commended  that  againft  hope  he  believ¬ 
ed  in  hope ,  Rom.  4.  18,  And  Jefus  Chrift '  commends 
the  Faith  of  the  woman  of  Canaan ,  when  under 
great  temptation,  yet  fhe  would  rely  upon  him, 
ivlatth.  15.28.  O  woman  great  is  thy  Faithy  be  it  unto 
thee  even  as  thou  wilt. 

‘Direffi.  4-  BEWARE  of  frowardnefs  and  difcon- 
tent -  Frowardnefs  is  one  great  caufe  of  difcourage- 
ment  and  unbelief.  Men  get  into  a  difcontented 
frame  and  then  they  don’t  know  how  to  believe  ; 
their  fpjrits  are  difordered  by  the  difpenfations  of 
God  unto  them  ;  becaufe  God  brings  great  and  lon^g 
afflictions  upon  them,  don’t  hear  their  prayers,  don’t 
give  them  thofe  inward  comforts  that  he  does  unto 
others,  and  when  their  fpirits  are  diftempered  with 
difcontent,  they  are  greatly  difadvantaged  to  receive 
the  encouragement  that  God  offers  unto  them.  Dif- 
<;ontent  is  an  enemy  unto  faith  ;  therefore  beware  of 
a  difcontented  fpirit  5  when  you  are  under  any  re¬ 
bukes  of  Providence,  look  to  your  fpirits,  and  labour 
againft  the  iirft  ftirrings  of  a  froward  fpirit  ;  the 
workings  of  frowardnefs  does  prove  a  temptation  to 

unbelief,  and  fo  do  the  workings  of  any  other  cor¬ 
ruption^ 
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ruption,  as  the  finfulnefs  thereof  does  fright  a  man 
from  believing.  But  this  is  not  all;  a  froward  fpirit 
leads  a  man  into  unbelief ;  it  is  a  principle  and  caufa 
of  unbelief. 

And  that  thefe  two  ways- 

1.  FROWARD  NESS  blinds  the  minds  of  men . 
.Frowardnefs  bereaves  men  of  their  underftandings  ; 
paflion  draws  a  vail  before  the  eyes  :  God  prefents 
before  men  feveral  encouragements  to  believe,  but 
thofe  things  don’t  fink  into  men’s  hearts  when  dif- 
contented,  A  man  in  a  difcontented  frame,  is  out 
'of  frame  to  confider  the  weight  of  thofe  things  that 
God  fets  before  him  ;  difcontentednefs  makes  him. 
ralhly  and  inconfiderately  to  reject:  encouragements,; 
When  God  is  encouraging  him,  he  don’t  hearken 
and  regard  it,  Exod.  6.  9.  "They  hearkened  not  unt$ 
Mofes  for  anguijh  of  fpirit  and  for  cruel  bondage .  .Fro¬ 
wardnefs  does  prejudice  men  againft  believing.  When 
a  man  is  in  fuch  a  frame,  he  conftrues  all  God’s  dif- 
penfations  to  be  from  want  of  love.  He  thinks  if 
God  had  any  love  for  him,^he  would  never  have 
dealt  fo  with  him,  if  God  had  had  a  kindnefs  for  him5 
he  would  have  done  this  for  him,  and  prevented 
this  or  that  evil.  But  he  takes  it  as  a  fign  that  God 
don’t  regard  him ;  when  froward  he  puts  the  worfe 
fenfe  upon  every  thing  ;  and  reprefents  God’s  difpen- 
fations  to  himfelf,  as  flowing  from  want  of  love ;  he 
is  ready  to  fay  as  fhe.  How  can’Jl  thou  fay,  I  love 
thee,  Judges  15.  15.  Yea  frowardnefs  makes  a  man 
juftifie  his  unbelief  :  it  fo  blinds  him,  as  it  did 
Jonah ,  that  he  thinks  he  does  well ;  and  vindicates 
himfelf  as  if  he  had  caufe  for  what  he  did. 

2.  Frowardness  makes  men  love  to  cavil  againjl 
the  encouragements  that  God  fets  before  them ,  A  man 
in  a  froward  frame  ftudies  objections,  and  indulges 
himfelf  in  a  way  of  cavilling ;  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  wilful nefs  in  their  unbelief.  A  froward  heart  hu¬ 
mours  himfelf  in  his  railing  of  objections,  they  take 
9  PrHe  in  cavilling  and  turning  off  the  cadis  , of  Goc^ 
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When  the  heart  is  difcontented,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  a  fturdv  fpirit  working  in  their  unbelief.  If  I  had 
tailed  and  he  had  anfwered ,  yet  would  I  not  believe 
that  he  did  hearken  unto  my  voice ,  for  he  breaketh  me 
with  a  tempefl,  job  y.  rtf,  17. 

Qireft.  5.  SET  before  your  fehes  the  examples  of 
ether  Saints .  There  is  a  cloud  of  witnelTes  gone  be¬ 
fore  you  ;  men  that  under  all  forts  of  difficulties  and 
temptations  have  been  exercifing  faith.  Remember 
how  Abraham  believed  the  lord,  and  it  was  counted 
unto  him  for  righteoufnefs.  How  Job  carried  himfelf 
when  he  fays,  Though  he  flay  me^yet  I  will  trufl  in  him . 
Ho  w2 'l  avid  fay  sfV by  art  thou  cajl  downfi  my foul, hope  in 
God •  How  Jonah  recovers  himfelf ;  yet  will  /  look 
again  toward  thy  holy  temple .  Such  examples  may  be 
great  inducements  and  helps  to  you  to  follow  their 
example.  Thefe  examples  are  very  quickning  and 
full  of  argument ;  they  are  very  helpful  to  ftreng- 
then  your  faith  ;  fever al  ways. 

1.  The  examples  of  Saints  recorded  in  Scripture 
are  a  warrant  to  you  to  believe .  Their  faith  is  re¬ 
corded  to  Ihew  you  what  you  fhould  do,  how  you 
fhould  carry  in  like  cafes.  The  examples  of  the 
faith  of  the  faints  are  fet  down  by  way  of  commenda¬ 
tion ,  they  are  prefented  before  you  as  a  pattern  that 
you  fhould  walk  after.  The  record  of  thofe  examples 
does  (hew  that  fuch  a  fpirit  and  carriage  is  highly  ap¬ 
proved  by  God.  You  queftion  whether  or  no  God 
will  not  count  it  preemption  in  you  to  believe  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances  ;  but  this  may  take  off  that ; 
God  has  recorded  it  in  his  word,  that  his  people  have 
been  won’t  to  truft  in  him  in  fuch  cafes.  And  yoti 
are  called  upon  by  God  to  follow  their  example, 
Heb.  6.  12.  Be  followers  of  them  who  through  faith 
and  patience  inherit  the  promife . 

2.  IN  thefe  examples  you  may  fee  what  a  lovely  glo¬ 
rious  thing  it  is  to  depend  upon  God ,  and  be  exer¬ 
cifing  of  faith  in  difficult  cafes.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  the  beauty  and  lovelinefs  of  grace  feen  in  the 

exercifb 
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exercife  of  it;  it  is  a  taking  thing  to  fee  thofe  glori¬ 
ous  workings  of  faith,  that  were  in  Abraham ,  Sarah ; 
Jofeph,  Mofes,  and  others  of  the  Saints.  The  Apoftle 
fays.  We  count  them  happy  which  endure ,  Jam.  5-11. 
So  we  count  them  happy  which  believe.  The  rules 
of  God's  word  carry  in  them  a  commendation  of 
themfelves,  but  when  we  fee  them  pradiifed,  they  are 
very  taking  We  count  the  exercifes  of  faith,  that 
we  hear  of  and  read  of  excellent ;  and  they  ftir  14$ 
up  to  imitation. 

3.  T'HESE  examples  of  believing  do  provoke  unto  an 
holy  emulation.  As  one  Scholar  is  provoked  to  emu¬ 
lation  by  the  learning  of  another,  fo  is  one  Saint  pro¬ 
voked  to  emulation  by  the  faith  of  others:  the  ex¬ 
amples  of  other  men's  faith  have  a  tendency  to  make 
you  afhamed  of  your  unbelief;  you  may  be  afhamed 
to  fee  your  felves  outstripped  by  thofe  that  lived  in 
darker  times  than  you  do.  You  may  be  afhamed  to 
think,  that  you  are  worfe  than  others.  That  you 
fhould  be  more  backward  to  honour  the  grace  and 
faithfulnefs  of  God  than  others.  Thefe  examples 
have  a  tendency  to  make  you  pluck  up,  that  you 
may  honour  God  as  others  have  done. 

Direff.  6.  LABOUR  to  get  your  hearts  fully  fat  is* 
fed  in  the  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures .  If  men 
have  fcruples  and  mifgivings  of  heart  about  that, 
they  will  be  an  occafion  of  difcouragement :  Such 
jealoufies  will  interrupt  the  exercife  of  faith  ;  for 
the  word  is  the  foundation  of  our  faith  ;  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  the  word  of  God  is  our  warrant  to  believe.  Let 
all  fcruples  of  that  kind  be  (peedily  removed, as  things 
that  ftrike  at  the  very  root  of  faith.  See  that  you 
be  well  grounded  in  the  authority  of  the  word.  Don't 
take  it  up  as  a  tradition ;  as  a  thing  owned  by  thofe 
among  whom  you  live  ;  but  fatisfie  your  hearts  upon 
good  ground,  that  the  Scripture  is  no  device  of  man, 
but  the  very  word  of  God.  And  indeed  God  has 
given  us  as  much  aflurance  that  it  is  his  word,  as 
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.we  can  reafonably  dell re  and  expecl.  He  gives  his 
own  tejlimony  to  it.  We  receive  the  orders  of  autho¬ 
rity  upon  their  own  teftimony.  Thus  God  witnefles 
to  the  truth  of  his  word  ;  he  fets  his  hand  to  it. 
Zech.  iz.  i.  Rev.  i.  r.  And  the  Scripture  has  fuch 
characters  in  it  as  evidence  it  to  be  the  word  of  God. 
The  word  carries  a  fufficient  evidence  in  it  felf ; 
there  are  fuch  circumfiances  and  marks  'in  it,  as  fhew 
that  it  is  not  counterfeit.  If  a  Rrince  fend  an  order 
to  us,  we  know  it  is  not  counterfeit  by  the  feal, the  Se^ 
cretaries  hand,  the  file,  the  matter  of  it  :  So  here,  all 
things  are  without  exception  :  The  things  are  fuch 
as  are  fuitable  to  the  glory  God.  They  were  Written 
by  holy  men  that  were  God’s  meflengers  :  they  are 
delivered  to  us  by  his  Church :  they  are  fuch  things 
as  no  man  without  revelation  could  write;  fuch  things 
as  no  man  dare  write  without  order  from  God  ;  fuch 
things  as  no  bad  man  could  write.  And  they  are 
confirmed  by  the  accompliftment  of  prediffiioqs,  and 
by  the  prefence  of  the  Spirit ,  blefling  them  unto 
conviction  and  converfion. 

DireCl.  7 .  LAY  up  experiences  both  of  the  truth  of 
God’s  wordy  and  God’s  love  to  you.  Firft,  lay  up  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  truth  of  God’s  word.  It  is  a  great 
fault  when  perfons  do  not  treafure  up  remarkable  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  truth  of  thofe  things  that  God  tea¬ 
ches  us  in  his  word.  Some  men  don’t  obferve  and 
take  notice  of  fuch  things.  God  does  in  his  provi¬ 
dence  give  abundance  of  experience  of  the  truth  of 
ibreatningSy  they  do  many  times  come  to  pals  in 
an  eminent  manner,  he  fulfills  his  Word  very  plain¬ 
ly  ;  that  men  may  fee  that  fin  is  a  provoking  thing  ; 
and  a  dangerous  thing.  So  God  is  giving  experi¬ 
ence  of  the  truth  of  promifes  :  for  a  while  the 
promife  did  not  vfork,  byt  afterwards  it  was  re¬ 
markably  accompUfhed.  That  Joftua  takes  no¬ 
tice  of,  Jo  ft.  13.  i£  Sometimes  he  gives  eminent 

experience  of  his  anfwering  prayer ,  z  Sam.  1.  27. 

'  Some- 
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Sometimes  of  his  making  a  good  end  of  affliBions , 
Jam.  5.  11.  and  of  the  love  he  has  to  his  people 
under  their  afflictions  :  fo  Gen.  4 5.  5.  2  Cor .  4,  i8„ 

Such  things  do  much  confirm  our  faith,  that  the 
word  of  God  is  certain  true.  Rom.  5.  4.  Experience 
works  hope .  Secondly,  lay  up  experience  of  his 
J pedal  love  to  you.  God  gives  his  people  experience 
of  that  in  one  degree  or  other.  Lay  up  experiences 
of  God’s  converting :  you,  of  the  manifejlations  of  his 
favour the  difcoveries'of  his  glory  ;  his  drawing 
forth  the  vifible  aBings  of  grace.  Such  experiences 
as  thefe  may  ftrengthen  your  faith,  they  are  of  great 
ufe,  to  fcatter  and  remove  many  temptations  where¬ 
with  your  faith  may  be  affaulted. 

fDireff-  8.  GET*  more  fpiritual  acquaintance  with 
God.  The  fpiritual  knowledge  of  God  is  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  all  the  pradife  of  religion  :  we  know 
him  and  love  him.  we  know  him  and  obey  him,  wd 
know  him  and  fubmit  to  him,  we  know  him  and 
put  our  trull  in  hiij^  *  Pfal.  9. 10.  'They  that  know  thy 
name  will  put  theirrrufl  in  thee .  In  this  way  men 
come  to  believe  at  firfl,  and  in  this  way  their  hearts 
come  to  be  more  fetled  in  a  way  of  believing.  If 
men  underftood  more  what  God  is,  that  would  deliver 
them  from,  their  doubtings,  2  T*im.i.  12.  I  know  whom 
I  have  bdieved •  The  more  the  Soul  fees  of  God,  the 
more  he  is  fatisfied  that  it  is  fafe  venturing  upon  his 
word.  When  we  underltand  what  a  glorious  faithful 
God  the  Lord  is,  we  fee  that  we  have  fure  ground 
to  go  upon.  And  when  we  underfland  the  riches  of 
God's  grace  ; .  that  removes  that  great  objedion  from 
our  unworthinefs,  which  made  men  think  that  God 
was  not  free  to  fave  them,  and  made  them  think 
he  did  not  mean  them  in  the  invitations  of  the  Go  £ 
pel-  Therefore  make  it  your  care  to  get  as  much 
acquaintance  with  God  as  you  can  ;  revive  upon 
your  hearts  the  remembrance  of  thofe  difcoveries 
chat  formerly  God  has  given  you  *  and  be  in  the 

— *V  life 


aj>6  .  *£ke  Safety  of  Appearing,^ c.  Chap.  XL 

life  of  means,  to  get  new  difcoveries  of  the  glory  of 
God.  Wait  upon  him  to  that  end  in  the  ways  he 
has  appointed,  and  eXercife  faith  upon  the  Lord 
Jesus  as  the  great  Prophet  of  his  Church,  who  bids 
us  come  to  him,  that  our  eyes  may  be  anointed  with 
tye  falve  that  we  may  fee$  Rev.  3.  18. 

/  ^  ft 
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